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U.S. EASES THREAT 





U.S. Soldiers Disapprove of Hilarity 
At Home While They're at the Front 





A poll taken in New York among 
soldiers from the various war fronts 


significantly reflects their attitude 


about the boys engaged in the far- | 
flung battlefields as against the war- | 


boom spending sprees back home. 
Survey, made by the Hotel Gov- 
ernor Clinton, N. Y., management to 
decide whether it should drop its 
New Year's eve revelry plans, re- 


veals a definite undercurrent of dis- | 


approval by the U. S. combatants 
to hilarity current in niteries and 
other spots. Singled out for criti- 


cism, in particular, were the defense 
workers. 

Soldiers polled, according to Rob- 
ert J. Glenn, the Clinton’s hotel gen- 
eral manager, expressed the hope 
there would be ‘a sane observance 
this New Year’s commensurate with 
good taste.’ 

Hotel, accordingly, has abandoned 
plans for its Coral Room floor show 
and will usher in °’43 on a strictly 
‘business as usual’ basis, despite fact 
that it packed ’em in to the tune of 
1,800 last New Year’s at $7.50 per 
head, 


Hill Will Replace 
Info With Parade 
Of Old Pop Songs 


The program with which George 
Washington Hill, American Tobacco 
Co. prez, proposes to replace ‘In- 
formation... Please’ on. NRC Friday 
nights, involves another Hit Parade 
idea, but the repertoire in the newer 


instance will be songs dating back 


— 





Really Excited 


A New York vaudeville booker 
had been very worried by the 
threat of induction by the Army. 
| When it was announced that 
| 
' 

' 


no men over 38 would lence- 
forth be drafted, which lets him 
out, the show buyer got so excit- 
acts $25 


ed he started 


more. 


paying 











War Correspondents’ 
Kudos for Col. Zanuck’s 


Heroism in No. Africa 


Col. Darryl Zanuck, known by 
many of his former associates in 
lthe film business to have landed in 
Africa with the big American di- 


vision there, is disclosed by reports 
reaching New York from news- 
paper correspondents to be pho- 
| whe 645 ‘ . 
tographing ‘the biggest production 
4 I } 
of his life.” And that’s no small 
potatoes for a guy whos credited 
with some 70 films, among then 
ye of the yigge t grosse of their 
day. 
| Zanuck, film advisor to the Chief 
Signal Officer of the Army, is re- 
vealed to be in charge of a crew 
f 90 lense: They're picturing 
every aspect of the invasion of the 
!Americans of North = and West 


Africa and the current struggle for 
Tunisia. This is the first battle in 
| which the AEF has met the cream of 
lthe Nazis’ blitz force. 


Despite his rank, Zanuck is dis- 
closed to be getting his pictures 
{the hard way According to the 
correspondents, he’s right in the 
thick of the firing almost all the 
time Gault MacGowan. of the New 
York Sun, quotes Sgt. Robert Ed- 
wards, of Ashland, O., as saying 
TR Zanuck constantly amaze; 
| us H ts on going to the front 

Cont ed on page 16 


20 years or so. It will be a half- 
hour stanza, using a large dance! 
unit, solo vocalists and a mixed 
chorus. 

Hill has not as yet indicated, 


through his agency, Lord & Thomas, 
what his disposition will be toward 
‘Information’ when the renewal op- 


SUN VALLEY FORCED TO 
FOLD BY HELP SHORTAGE 


tion on the quiz comes up in a couple | 


weeks. 





TRAGEDY PERKS HOTELS 


N. ¥. Patrons Steer Away 
Niteries Since Hub Fire 


From 


The hotels are cashing in on the 
Boston Cocoanut Grove fire, at the 
expense of the niteries, at least so 
far as New York is concerned. In 
Gotham, the supper clubs have been 
hit hard by the Hub tragedy 

The hostelries, however, with their 
roomier dining-and-dancing restau- 


rants, plus the steel construction and 
manifold fire exits, ete., have perked 
markedly. 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
| Sun Valley, Idaho 
resort, will close its doors to the pub- 
lic Dec. 20 for the duration. 
| holding reservations for the Christ- 


winter sports 


Persons 
mas holidays were being notified to- 
day. Manpower shortage, food and 
fuel rationing and transportation dif- 


ficulties were the reasons given by 
general manager W. P. Rogers for 
itiun salaasina 
tne Ciosing. 


He explained that he had conferred 
here Monday with rubber czar Wil- 
liam L. Jeffers, president of the 
Union Pacific Railroad, which oper- 


ates Ut! resort, about tne 


7% 
. 4 
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OD RAET-Abt 
LIMIT A BOON 


Industry Heads See Major 
Relief Via War Manpower 
Commission and End to 
Labor Changeovers— 


Halts Talent and Techni- 


cian Enlistments 


BUT NO CURE-ALL 


Uncle Sam’s new draft age regula- 
tions and the emergence of the War 
Manpower Commission as a dominant 
factor in handling the nation’s man- 


power pool last week impressed 


llywood and New York film indus- 
try toppers as a major relief. 

Picture producers previously were 
burdened by  approachin 
mountable talent and 


obstacles. The threatened disintegra- 


£ Insur- 


manpowel 


{tion of the intricate, highly special- 
ized production branch of the busi- 
ness now appears likely to be 
averted. 

R r rs < 1 4 . 
operatiol under the War M 18) 
Commi )! chairmanned b Pa 
t Vien nre lary + 
. WICINUTT, é presidentia 
over the weekend is viewed in show 
busine likely (1) to halt the 
exodus of topflight performer di- 
rectors, writers trom the studios vi 
enlistment, and (2) allow for som«¢ 


t ? 
apparently 


deliberation on the comparative val- 


ues of studio personnel (including 
vital technicians) before irreplace- 
able manpower is moved about. 


the 


terminating yv 


year, this 
I 


Coming earlier in 
Gavernment action a yl 
untary enlistments and fixing the 


draft age below 38 might have con- 
served for the industry some of it 
biggest boxoffice names (Clark Ga- 
bic}--as well as personnel 

well known to the I ublic but none 
the less invaluable behind the scene 
in production 

Coming at this time, when the ca 
! tuadio manpower for assignment 


in various Government film-prod 
ng units has reacked huge propo! 
tior the order has been received 


with high favor because it is consid- 
ered likely to provide a measure of 
(Continued on page 16) 


COMEBACKS BECKON 
TO A. K. MAESTROS 


Major band booking agencies re- 
port increasing calls each week from 
‘retired’ bandleaders who now wish 
to return to action. Stories telling 
of the number of inductions and en- 
listments by current leaders have 

+} » le ¢hyeat 


eriwir ? 
CuUliviliteu haut a.m wie 


the time is ripe for a comeback. 
Some are going ahead with plans to 


reorganize. 


told of 


Others get discouraged 
the diffis 


} ‘ 
when of secur- 


2 





TO PIX 





Keynotes Fast 





King Publicity 


Thanks to the publicity gained 
during the ‘Wine, Women and 
Song’ trial, Margie Hart, over 
whom the major fuss started, has 
got herself a manager and is 
asking $3,500 a week for theatre 
and cafe dates. Her top price 
in the past was $1,500. 

Being handled by Charles Yates 
of Frederick Bros. 





aanneue 





‘Legit ‘Eileen’ Seen 
Passing Pic Version 


On Length of Run 3%" 





Max Gordon believes his ‘My Sis- 
ter Fileen’ will continue its stay on 
Broadway 
garded 


three weeks at the Music Hail, Radio 


long after the highly re- 


film version, which played 


City, will have compieted release. 
Busine for the play has dropped 
igain, but with the actors taking a 
alar ( Eileen’ can go along 
wn 
Pay deal calls for the cast to re- 
( e a pro rata share, according to 
eceipt vith full pay if the gross 
exceeds $6,500. There is a sliding 
ile starting at $4.500 which is con- 
iderably under the lowest taking 


The usual Equity minimum 
weekly applies at the $4,500 


to date. 
of $50 
figure. 
‘Kileen’ now in its 103d week, will 
be berthed in its fourth Broadway 
house, slated for the Broadway from 
the Ritz on Sunday (13), forme 
house being available by the abrupt 
withdrawal of the New Opera outfit. 
Gordon sought a large-capacity thea- 
t a th ht of going to the Adel 


yhi, Latter was taken over, renamed 
e Radiant theatre and operated 
pasmodically for awhile by ‘Master 


Metaphysicians,’ a cult whose leader 
in jail because of fraud. 


ACT’S LOVE OF A DOG 


CANCELS 8-MO. TOUR <i:::"°°: 


A full-breed spitz dog that had 


been their pet for five years has re- 


sulted in Rollo & Verna Pickert, 
novelty hoofing turn, passing up an 


eight-month tour with USO-Camp 
Shows. Transportation made taking 
the dog with them prohibitive. 
Dance duo handed in its notice and 
checked out of the ‘Going To Town’ 
unit on Dec. 5 after two weeks. Bob 
Ripa, juggler, replaced the husband- 


wife team. 

‘Going To Town’ is one of Camp 
Shows’ smaller units and does much 
f its traveling by bus, Restrictions 
by bus companies against animals 

ibout their nix of the tour 


ASCAP’s $4,450,000 Melon for 194? 
Post-Radio Recovery 


+ 





ASCAP will 


| 


come through 1942 
with a financial story that will im- 
press not only the members but out- 
|siders as extraordinary when ana- 
lyzed through the dubious licensing 
outlook that faced the organization 
when it emerged, badly defeated, in 
late 1941 from its 10-months battle 
with the radio interests. The Society 
is slated to distribute $4,450,000 in 
royalties by the end of this year, a 
sum which is but 11% under 
ASCAP’s peak divvy year, namely, 
1940, when the split among writers 
;and publishers amounted to not quite 
| $5,000,000. What makes the recovery 
| especially significant is the fact that 
radio during 1942 has been paying a 
commercial fee that is from 244% to 
under that which prevailed for 
1940. The margin of sustaining pay- 
ments from radio will figure around 
$500,000 less than it was for 1940. 
Despite the sharp reduction in its 
contractual rates with radio, ASCAP 
might have been able to meet that 
1940 distribution level if it hadn’t 
during the past 11 months made 
certain heavy operating expendi- 
such as replacing its system 
of lawyer district representation 
vith its own operated offices. The 
budget now being set up for 1943 in- 
(Continued on 


tures, 


ag 52) 
pase vv) 


Reported D.C. 
~ May Declare Pix 
Biz ‘Essential 


Holiywood, Dec. 8 

Disc ions were held hereuver ine 

et i between William Hopkins, 
regional director of the War Man- 
powell Commission, and Screen 
Guilg@ union heads pointing to a 48- 
hour week predicated on the picture 
busine being declared essential to 
the war effort. 

It is understood here that such 


will soon be coming 
Union heads were told that 
the general Government directive 
requires a 48-hour week for essential 


ication 


industries, with overtime to apply 
after 40 hours. 

Studio unions are now working on 
36-hour week basis, but there is 
some talk of working out a weekly 
guarantee for a certain number of 
men in each craft which would as- 


ire them liberal earnings. 

The plan would work thusly: Pro- 
would figure out the number 
necessary over a certain 


qaucers 


ot painters 


period. If the figure is 800, there 
would be a 48-hour weekiy guar- 
antee for that number of men. It 


would then devolve upon the union 


to pick the men who would receive 


tht 12 snitee 


ae, 





Ls 





Ee 





| 
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Hollywood Activity 


By Gas Rationing; B’ Cards for Actors 


Dec. 8 
effect in| 


Hollywood, 
Gas into 
the film production 
out causing much 
among players and extras, w 
books, 
ordinary labor 
applying for 
must be certified by a} 


rationing went 
industry with- 

inconvenience | 
ho were 


issued B rationing sufficient | 
to carry on 
Film casual workers, 
extra gas, 
joint Labor-Management Transpor- | 
tation 


producers, 


their 


representing the 
and 
organized at a 
Pat Casey, 

consists of: 


Committee, 
guilds unions. 
Committee, meet- 
ing called by 
labor 
Carothers, 
Picture International 
P. McGowan, 
rectors, Script Clerks, 
Ecitors and Publicists 


producer- 
Frank | 
Motion 


Committee; J 


contact, 


secretary of the 


representing the Di- 
Readers. Film 
Guilds: Earl 


Cooper, for the IATSE locals; Pat 
Somerset, for the Screen Actors 
Guild; John Martin, Film Techni- 
cians Local 683; William R. Walsh, | 
Metro labor contact; Fred Meyer 
studio manager at 20th-Fox; Carol 
Sax, studio manager at Warners, 


and Howard R. Philbrick, general 


manager of Central Casting, who 
was elected chairman. 
New body is setting up a mode 


of procedure by which Guilds and | 
unions will suffer no delay in. 
straightening out the gas supplies 
of regular memberships and certify 
supplementary rations for irregular 
workers. These workers make up 
about 39% of the employees whose 
applications must be handled by the 
committee. 

Little confusion has been reported 
from the studios thus far, with most 
of the employees riding on full tanks 
of gas before the restrictions went 
into effect, and many of them get- 
ting up earlier in the morning to 
use public transportation 
Buses were crowded, partic 
in San Fernando Valley aaa War - 


system: 
y 


ners, Universal and Republic are 
located. Some of the workers 
reached their studios in share-ride 
cars and those who reside near 
enough used bicycles. There were 
a few cases of tardiness but not 


enough to hamper production. 

At the Screen Actors Guild it was 
reported that there were no protests 
from Class A players or extras ove1 
failure to receive rationing 
Atmosphere players who 
regularly at various studios are 
generally suppiied with supplemen- 
tary B books. 


Chi Lenient to Show Folk 
On Gas Rationing Due To 
Service to Servicemen 


books. 


work ir- 





Chicago, Dec. 8. 
and musicians here 
extra gas rations in 
their services to the 


Many actors 
have received 
recognition of 
Government. 


Betause-of work done by-the per- 


formers, agents, bookers and mu- 
sicians with the Amusement and 
Recreation division of the Chicago 
Commission on National Defense 
almost in every instance where a 
performer asked for supplementary 
rations, they’ve been met with at- | 
tentive ears by ration § solo and 


granted ‘B’ cards in addition to the 
al 

Performers have been entertain- 
ing between 150,000 and 200,000 men 
a week in this vicinity through USO 
Camp Shows and furnishing amuse- 
ment to the three Chicago 
Men’s Centers and surrounding Ar- 
my and Navy bases. It is figured 
that in 1942 a total of 256,000 miles 


will have been travelled by the per- | 
formers and orchestras just in the | 


Greater Chicago area. 


The Guy Gets Lens-Struck 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Coke Stevenson, Governor of 
Texas, makes his screen debut in 
the role of himself in ‘We’ve Never 
Been Licked,’ the Walter Wanger 
Picture for Universal release. 
Most of the film is being shot on 
the campus of Texas A. & M. Col- 
lege, with other politic l 





“al and. colle 
giate officials doing small parts: | 


Little Disturbed 





Can’t Kid the Cook 


Hollywooc Dec. 8. 

Groucho Marx may be a 
omedian to his stage, screen and 
radio public, but not to his cook. 
'n a treatise written for ‘Variety’ 
on the sacrifices of war, Groucho 
mentionel that he was,sending 
his cook to Lockheec Now he 
doesn’t have to send her. 

She went. 








ineeded for 


Service | 


Dorothy Thompson’s Pic 


Filmed on Her Vt. Farm 


‘Kid Brother,’ a picture about the 
Volunteer Land Corps, with the 
script written by Dorothy Thompson, 
has been filmed on Miss Thompson’s 
farm in Vermont. It is now being 


edited, following two months of loca- 


tioning by a company of 17 (16 men 


and a gal) on the Thompson acres. 


Aim of the pic is to show how the 
shortage of farm labor can be par- 
tially eliminated by school kids and 
city folk using their vacations to go 
back to the soil and aid the agricul- 
turists of the nation to grow 
troops and industrial 
workers. Coin for the film was put |! 
up by Henry E, Lester, who was on 


,hand during the entire eight weeks 
of shooting. Victor Stoloff directed. 


Lester organized the Volunteer 
Land Corps Film Corp. to make the 
pic. He’s prez. Miss Thompson, 


| who's chairman of the board of the 


Volunteer Land Corps is v.p. Edgar 
Loew is treasurer and Louis R. Teig 
secretary. 

Company, it is said, will 
other pictures, too. Lester and 
Stoloff have been seeking a major 
release for the pic, which will prob- 
ably be a two-reeler. Failing of the- 
atrical distribution, the film will be 
released for 16 mm. consumption. 


make 


Par Sees Another ‘Inn’ 


Dec. 8. 
Irving 


taire - 


Hollywood, 
Paramount may reunite the 
Berlin - Bing Crosby - Fred A 
Mark Sandrich combo for another 
musical, on the heels of their 
rent click with ‘Holiday Inn.’ 
It would be for the future, as 
3erlin’s next committment is at 
Warner Bros. for the filmization of 
‘This Is the Army,’ soldier show. 


Speed ’Er Up, Sis 





Hollywood, De c. &. 
Andrews Sisters will make two 
pictures in quick succession at Uni- 
‘sal to permit a long tour of 


Army camps and thea 
spring. 

‘Almost a Bride’ 
second film, 
their 


tres in early 
is slated as their 


current chore. 


food | 


cur- | 


to follow ‘Solid Senders,’ 








BUY 


UNITED 
STATES 











It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 

Buy war savings bonds or 


stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 


Billy Gilbert’s Son, 
13, Suicides on Coast; 











|a USO-Camp Show unit enter taining | 
the Carribean area, 


} servic Pmen in 
|Barry Gilbert, 13-year-old adopted 
ison of film comedian Billy Gilbert, 


committed suicide with a 22-calibre 
rifle yesterday morning (Tuesday) at 
his home in Hollywood. Only clue | 


| note he had left saying, ‘Grand- 
| mother wouldn't believe me.’ 


Accompanying Gilbert on the tour 
of Army bases are his actress-wife, 


Parents on Army Tour 


Ito his possible motive was a cryptic | “. ; 
| time for you. 





While his foster-parents were with | 


| peace), 


| you about Harry. 


|than on, for 


|Ella McKenzie, and her sister Fay 
McKenzie. 
5 
DOUG, JR.’"S LUCK 

Furlough Coincides With Birth of 
Their Second Baby 

Lieut. Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., in 
the Navy for almost a year-and-a 
} need an unusual bit of | 





1alf, experie 


| luck during the past fortnight. He 
{had his first leave in months and, 
purely by coincidence, it set him 
down in New York just a few days 
before his wife gave birth to a baby 


girl. Child was born Dec. 1. 
| Fairbanks will be in New York for 
more days. He's en route to a 
15 months with 
During eight 


a few 
new assignment after 
the Atlantic fleet. 
months of that time 
ice that had him 


}1 yntinually 
{under enemy fire. For the 
| 


alm st ¢ 
past four 
nonths he has been with 
| Mountbatten’s Combined 
Force. That’s a Brit -American 


Commando unit He took part ina 


number of raids ¢ the enemy coast- 


Operations 


line, 


Lieut. Fairbanks’ wife is 


ads 


the form- 


he was in serv- | 


Lord Louis 


the morning. 


| er Mary Hartford. This is their | 
| Sec ond child. Fairbanks was form- 
erly married to Joan Crawford. 























ABBOTT and COSTELLO . 


“What this country needs is more Abbott and Costello .. 


nificently in rescuing you from tedium... 


LAURA LEE, Philadelphia Evening Bulletin 
Now on National Release in “Who Done It?” 
Universal Pictures Camel Cigarettes, NBC 
Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 


» do mag- | 


| walked into a wedding 


| 


|tain the men in the ar 
to what the Government asks us to do. But, as to the 





FAMOUS FIRST NIGHT 


MAE WEST'S ‘SEX’ 
(Daly’s, N. ¥., April 26, 1926) 


that of ‘Sex’ was more infamous than 








Among Broadway first nights, 


famous. The show didn't land in the money, but its star and author, 
Mae West, landed in the cooler for giving a naughty performances Until 
then Miss West had been a not too well known, but standard, udeville 
single. The ‘Sex’ pinch and her self-imposed martyrdom (she served 
the 30 days’ sentence under protest) made her a name, fame and fortune 
in legit and later pictures. 

Miss West's double legit debut as author-actress occurred at Daly s 
theatre on West 63d street. As a playwright she used the nom-de-dame 


own monicker. The play, as a 
took it good naturedly. 


of Jane Mast. As a pMyer, she used her 
play, was terrible. but the first night audience 
The city censors, however, backed up the wagon. 
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Ouch, Those Benefits 


By GEORGE JESSEL 
ES SSEFHFHHEFEFEFFSEFEEESE FEES FHPFOOEEEEES EEO EES 
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Added to everything else that has happened in these davs of our lean 
ceiling and fat taxes, the theatrical profession has been 
plague more devastating than the locust could ever dream of, a that 
is playing benefits. With the possible exception of that pop-eyed fa 
of five daughters, this writer has definitely appeared at more 
formances than any of his contemporaries It is therefore ris 
clothed with this authority, I speak. 

No one in any other business or profession is called upon to give his 
| bread and butter like the show people are. No benefit committee would 
dare think of asking Hart, Schaffner & Marx to come to a dinner and 
|during the courses make a few suits. It would never enter any com- 
mittee’s mind to ask Swift & Co. .to take a bow at a theatre and, inci- 
dentally, bring a few cows, but the actor is called upon to give of himself 
for anything and everything—and the best he can get is the worst of it. 
If he is an important artist and in the public eye, he has got to make a 


scourgea by a 


ther 
Sratis per- 
ht that, 


| hit because of the fast company a benefit performance usually has. If 


he is a fellow just coming along, he is either put on too early or too late 
and very often, after standing around all night, is told ‘We won't have 
From my experience, I have chosen the following incident, 

In 1930 I was living at the Eddie Cantor menage in Great Neck. We 
were planning the vaudeville show to open at the Palace (may it rest in 
‘Twas a winter’s night, about 8:30. We had been working all day 
on skits, gags, etc.. when a phone call came from Harry Cooper 

To the Johnny Newcomer whose eyes this article may meet, let me tell 
He was a tremendously popular vaudeville and musical 
more popular, perhaps, off 
of his time to playing. 
tickets fixed and doing 
stage. He was in a 


comedy comedian (Old Empire City Quartet), 
his energies were spent giving 95% 
benefits, playing cards, getting people’s speeding 


everything possible to keep him from the 


going on 


great measure responsible for the early popularity of Jimmy Walker. 
It was he who screamed from the housetops, from Broadway to the 
Bronx, of ‘James the Great.’ In the last few years of his life few favors 


were returned to him and, as a last chance shot at security, he went into 
the insurance business. 
Anything for a Pal 
Coover’s phone call to Cantor and myself was urgent. There was a 
dinner being given that night, by the scot: of the fur industry, at the 
Pennsylvania Hotel, N. Y., and if Cantor and Jessel appeared there and 
ave him a boost, he could sell enough ceceanenn to set him for life. We 
only had to run in fer a moment or so. We could get right on and get 
right out. Cold as it was, and tired from a long day’s work of king 
and writing and fighting, we agreed to come. 
We came to the Pennsylvania Hotel, ice cold from our long trip in, and 


t elevator and the boy 
said. He took us 
about 150 
ilked in, 
did a 


in a mood disagreeable. to the fir: 
ognized us. ‘O.K., I 
right down to the g1 
more like a family group than 
said, ‘Surprise, 


We rushed 

you want to go,” he 
a party of 
As we w 
Jessel’ We immediately 


know where 
There was 
business men. 


illroom. people, 


some one 
intor and little 


here's & 


stunt, and then, speaking for the both of us (as I always did when we 
went on together for nothing), I said, ‘We want you gentlemen of the fur 
industry to know we are here only because of our dear friend, and your 
dear friend, Harry Cooper, asked us to come. For just as you gentlemen 
ave captured and ti I d the fur-bearing a mais of the world, H 
Cooper, with kindne as cantured tl int of everyone in the 
busines So here’s to our friend, Harry Coope good night 

We rushed out and went home. The phone rang about 1 o’clock in 


It was Cooper on the phone. ‘Boys,’ he said, ‘If you didnt 


intend to come, why didn’t you saj » in tl first place.’ Well, yway, 
we found out later, that his affair had been in the ballroom We had 
ition and some of the guests had been hea 


Cantor and Jesse! tol 


celeb! 
to say later on, ‘Weren’t those awful fur 
I guess they were drunk.’ 

And so, on closing, a note of advice to all up and coming actors and 
actresses. In times like these there isn’t enough that we can do to enter- 
med forces, or to act in any capacity, giving our all 
regular series of 


take my advice. duck 


}oKe tnat 


uk lodges 


dinners and benefits for 
most of them. Don’t 
make you popular. The three richest actors 


Wariieid, Charlie Chaplin and Harold Lloyd, 


Organizations, Ci 
let anyone con you ‘that playing for nothii W 
to my knowledge, are “Dar ic 
I doubt if any of you can recall 


|seeing them at a benefit. The public has a warm feeling toward a t 
and only a hit. An actor’s personal popularity and his life off the stage 


| audience 





The rest of the 


¢ 
rf | DOV 


e he can hug at one time. 
mentally jots down the numi 


are only important to the peop 


has a score card and 
you are taking. 


REPORT JOSIE BAKER 
ALIVE AFTER ALL 


Despite Several Faints, 
Calleia Does Air Stunt 


Despite a series of fainting spells 

during rehearsal, Joseph Calleia | a 

went through with a guest spot Frequently recurring reports from 
|Sunday night (6) on the ‘Radio | Europe of recent months that Jose- 
Reader’s Digest’ program on CBS | phine Baker had died in Morocco, 
for Campbell’s soup, and planed | were disapproved during the past 
back to the Coast the succeeding | week by the news services. Even the 
day, Monday (7), His condition | Harlem press verified the original 
was diagnosed as exhaustion from | false report, which ‘Variety’ pub- 


overwork, plus having 
three pints of blood to 
Cross within a period 


donated | lished among others. 
the Red| The St. Louis colored dancer 
of a few /}who won fame in pre-Vichy France 





days. as a revue star, is reported living 
Film actor had just completed in- in the native quarter of Marrakech, 
tensive work on a picture when hejan inland city near Casablanca, 
|flew east for the radio date. Dur-| Morocco. Although ill for some 
|ing rehearsals Friday (4) he fainted | time, her condition is now reported 
| Several times, and finally left the } improved. 
‘studio to go to his hotel for rest |; ——— . 
and treatment by a physician. How-|seph Spurin-Calleia, is a native of 
ever, he gave his scheduled per- /} Malta. pps going to Hollywood 
formance Sunday night. j;to play pngster and heavy roles 
j Calleia, whose real name is Jo- he wz on the New York age 
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‘Misguided’ Patriotism 





Report from Washington that Melvyn Douglas is now a private in 
the U. S. Army ties in with a forthcoming feature article in Collier’s 
by its film-stage expert, Kyle Crichton, who expounds on ‘Why Mur- 


der the Movies?’ 


Story isn’t due for several weeks, but understood 


to treat with the misguided patriotic enthusiasm of the Gables, et al. 
in enlisting, and argues that the Government is equally at fault in 
not doing something to circumvent it. _ 
Of course, the new 38-year-old age limitation will have a quieting 
effect on hyper-sensitive personalities, some of whom had been de- 
veloping a mild psychosis because of fear what their public might 


say about their patriotism. 


Incidentally, the Douglas induction again revived the to-do last 


spring Ww 
payrolled to coordinate talent for 
to Fort Myer, Va., this week. 


hen, as a member of the Office of Civilian Defense, he was 
the morale effort. 


Douglas reports 














rane EC 





NOVELS, STAGE 


PLAYS MOSTLY 
AT 20TH 


———— 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Published novels and non-fiction, 
along with legit plays in production, 
will form more than half of next 
year’s program at 20th-Fox, with a 
soft pedal on original stories written 
directly for the screen, according 
to William Goetz, production chief. 
the 


New policy is in line with 
studio's plan to bankroll plays on 
Broadway. to augment the books 


and dramas already purchased. 
Fox's ‘Russian People’ 

20th-Fox has reportedly bought a 
50% interest in ‘The Russian People,’ 
Theatre Guild production scheduled 
to open at the Guild theatre, New 
York, Dec. 29. Understood that 20th 
is investing $17,500 in the venture. 
Studio also has a 50% interest in 
‘Something for the Boys’ 
backing ‘Flare Path’ and ‘A Highland 
Fling.’ 

‘Eve of St. Mark’ 

Contract details for the purchase 
of the screen rights to Maxwell 
Anderson's ‘Eve of St, Mark’ by 
20th-Fox have not yet been cleared 
up. According to an announcement 
by 20th the deal is still 
being negotiated. It is understood 
that company execs expect the con- 


last week 


tract to be finalized shortly. 

Metro and Paramount have also 
been interested in the property but 
both studios balked at the late re- 


lease date, January, 1944, which was 
one of the stipulations, 


When Mervyn LeRoy was in 





and is | 


Ain’t Funny, McGee 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

For his scripting of Govern- 
ment messages, Don Quinn has 
been breveted by Office of War 
Information. For his_ recent 
‘Fibber and Molly’ script on gas 
rationing, he drew a nod from 
William Jeffers, rubber czar, 
who requested a recording. 

But when Quinn applied to his 
rationing board in Van Nuys for 





supplemental mileage, he was 
turned down. What burns him 
all the more is that nearly 


everyone in communications 
rated a C ration book. 


WB RENEWS SHUMLIN 
AFTER ‘RHINE’ GANDER 


Herman Shumlin will remain as a 
Broadway producer but is scheduled 
to direct at least one picture yearly 











for Warners, latter picking up his 
option for such assignments after 
looking over ‘The Watch on the 


Rhine,’ which he handled as a film 
for the company and which he pro- 
duced as a play. Coast deal may 
pend for the duration of the war, 
Shumlin having been called for 1in- 
duction in the Army this week, 
though that may be deferred indefi- 
nitely, according to weekend news 
from Washington that men of 38 or 
more will not be placed in uniform. 
Oscar Serlin was slated to be in- 
ducted early this week but his name 


the in- 


}on the list was skipped at 
duction center. 
Shumlin is an officer of the 

|League of New York Theatres, 
which will not accept resigna S 
because of wal service. Dwight 
Deere Wiman who was. on he 
League’s board, another manager 
in service, handling entertainment 
England 


New | 


York he minimized the late release 
factor and expre ed a strong inter- 
es in the film rights regardle 
though Paramount continued disin- | 
terested on account of the 1944 re- 
lease clause 

Both Par and Metro were pre- 


pared to pay $300,000, reportedly the 
fame figure which 20th bid. 


Mary Pickford Lays 
Cornerstone By Proxy 


Toronto. Dec. 8. 


Because of priorities on telephone 
lines, Mary Pickford was unable to 
participate in the broadcast cere- 


mony ympanyving the laying here 
of the cornerstone by Premier Gor- 
don Conant of the Pickford ‘dream 
house’ which will be raffled here at 
$1 a ticket, all proceeds to the Brit- 
ish Bomb Victims’ Fund. 

While he shivered in the icy blast 


act 


blowing across nearby Woodbine 
Golf Club, the Premier read Miss 
Pickford’s telegram which she was 


forced to send at the last minute. 
This went into the cornerstone along 
with daily newspapers and the first 
dollar bill contributed in the raffle. 
Under the plan, sponsored by the 
Lions Club here, Miss Pickford con- 
tributed a part of her Toronto real 


estate holdings and the cost of a 
dwelling to be assessed at $14,000. 
Contractors, electricians, plumbers, 


landscape artists, etc. are contrib- 
uting their services and materials 
free, with title to the dwelling being 
turned over to the fortunate holder 
of the lucky dollar ticket. 


for the Red Cross in 


Kaye’s Authors (including 
Wife) to Coast Soon 
Sylvia Fine (Mrs. Danny 


Kaye) 


| and Max Liebman, who author much 


!Don Hartman did the film scrip 


of Kaye’s comedy material, head for 
the Coast shortly 

preparation of the 
star’s first film for Samuel Goldwy: 


to sit in on the 


| based on an idea borrowed from the 
Owen Dav farce The N 
Wreck . V hich has peel ine bdel 
in film for: Eddie C 

being transplanted into an Army 
locale 

producer of ‘Face It ’ Kaye 1 e | 








in February and the sh 


the Coast OV 
may have to suspend, for possible r¢ 

opening when Kaye gets over his 
film chore, unless a suitable comeay 


substitute is found. 


Hollywood Dec. 8. 

Gift of two free $25 War Bonds to 
service men was inaugurated as a 
night feature at the Hollywood Can- 
teen under sponsorship of the Mo- 
tion Picture Committee for Holly- 
wood, War Saving Staff, U. S. 
Department of Treasury. 

First presentations, consisting of 
two bonds, were made by Dorothy 
Lamour. From now on, nightly do- 
nations will be made, with studios 
or allied business firms donating the 
bonds and screen personalities hand- 
ing them out. 


‘U. ae 


115. 15 FAGTOR 
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Totalitarian Film Propa- 


Practically Eliminated 
—South America Was Ma- 
jor Outlet for Fascist 
Ballyhoo 





AMERICAN TIES CLOSER 


| 


Washington, Dec. 8. 


Axis-produced films, once a major 
method for the dissemination of 
German, Italian and Japanese propa- 
ganda in Latin America, have been 
all but eliminated from that conti- 
nent. Credit for the smoothness and 
efficiency with which this has been 
accomplished must be shared by the 
American motion picture companies 
with the State Department, Board 
of Economic Warfare and Coordin- 
ator of Inter-American Affairs. 
Elimination of the Axis product 
| has been advantageous to this coun- 
try from two standpoints. First, and 


most important, of course, is that 
the aggressor nations have been 


robbed of one of their favorite out- 
for the spewing of puffs about 
their own might. Secondly, 
Axis film deprived of playing time 
makes that much more room for 
the Hollywood output so it helps 
this country commercially. 

Not to be overlooked, either, is 
that every time the Latinos see an 
American picture, it draws them so 
much closer to the United States. 
While many Hollywood films ad- 


lets 


ganda Below the Equator 


+ 





Hedda Hopper to Get Personal Report 
From Agency V.P. on Why She Was 


Given Run-Around As Winchell Sub 


r 





Paging Mr. Nelson! 





Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Minsky influence is growing so 
potent in Hollywood that three 
Studios are clutching at each 
other’s G-strings for priority on 
the film title, ‘Queen of Bur- 
lesque.’ 

RKO’s announcement of a 
forthcoming picture of that name 
was followed by claims of pre- 
vious rights by Republic and 





PRC-Pathe. 











DEADLINE THIS 
YR. IS DEC. 31 
OSCARS 








each | 


mittedly do not picture the U. S. in | 


a completely favorable light, 
nevertheless help to create a bond. 
Studios, incidentally, are 
much more effort in depicting the 
favorably and getting 
from out-of-proportion attention to 
the seamy and gangster side. Reason 
for that from both positive 


away 


r . 
stems 


and negative Government activity. 
First is the Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs office, which has 


Aa llers ran re ~ ~7 7 ny ¢ 
maae Holly wood conscious of the 


Latin problem and aids studios to 
avoid pitfalls. Second is Byron 
Pric Office of Censorship, which 
has a clear mandate to refuse 
yw export ot pictures nowing 
his country in a bad light. The 
Y naate las been used. 
Argentina and Chile 
From latest reports received here. 
niy 4 small handful of Latin 
American theatres continue to show 
films and all of these houses 
are in Argentina and Chile. They 
are the only countries which con- 
tinue to maintain diplomatic rela- 
yns the aggressor states. In 
all other nations Axis films are be- 
lieved to have been 100‘ elimin- 
ated, although it is very difficult to 
é off-the-beaten path  sectior 
e occupied almost entirely 
? Ital il or Jan The 
ce almo completely 
i in Bolivia, Ars 
Rica 1 l othe: counitrie 
e ( has a great many Jap 
count. e a 
é e of Italians 
Argentina is the major hole to be 
plugged in distribution and exhibition 
of Axis pictures. There are quite 
a few houses there playing them, 


principally the San Martin in Bueno; 
Aires. In Chile, it is believed only 
theatres continue to show the 
blacklisted pix. They are the Teatro 


two 


|Comedia in Santiago and the Teatro 


|Serrano in Melipilla. 


In every case 
of a house playing Axis pictures, it 

believed these theatres are sup- 
ported completely by propaganda 
funds from the country whose films 
they are showing and are in no way 
dependent upon the boxoffice fo! 
their existence 

Mexico and Brazil OK 

It has been an easy job, of course, 
to eliminate the Goebbelsian product 
from those countries which have de- 
clared war on the Axis, such as 
Mexico and Brazil. In the latte! 


they | 


showing | 


(Continued on page 54) | 
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Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Midnight, Dec. 31, has been set as 
the deadline for pictures eligible for 
1942 Academy Awards. Heretofore 
studios have had until mid-Jan. to 


get under the wire for nominations. 
First meeting of the rules commit- 
tee has been set for Dec. 16 which 


will dispose of business formerly re- 
quired by three meetings. Partici- 
pating in the Academy elections will 
be 12,000 artists, execs, technicians 
and other industry workers, with the 
balloting for Hollywood's best get- 
ting under way early next month. 
Despite wartime handicaps and re- 
strictions, little’ change is foreseen 
in the Academy Awards setup. The 
annual dinner will take place either | 
in Feb, or March. 


OWI Writes D.C. That 
E. G. Robinson Did a Job 


Wy \ » ; ~ . 
ywasnington, Dec 8. 
Story of how Edward G. R 
; 


‘ 
Great Bri 





’ n 
sil 


rece! iin tour, 

er nce Al y Eden at a Glas- 
ww dinne told in a personal let- 
ter received by a Washingtonian from 


an Office of War Inforn 


traveled 


lation repre- 


entative who abroad with 


the film star 
‘We were the only Americans pres- 
ent at a dinner ven to Anthony 


Eden by the Lord Provost and about 


20 well-known Scotsmen,’ the OWI 
nan wrote ‘Eden’ after-dinner 
peech we ainly addressed to Rob- 
inson, and Edtlie replied with about 
20 minute of ad lib that simply 
bowled them over Eden was en- 
ran 
W! Ri ‘a | D 
¢ é } ce i 
f ¢ We ( I r 
i first trip 
I S. Al . Fo il- 
F ( R yy 
if ! é 
yunted to 35 or 35.000. The giiy 
nushed in mud up to his armpit 
fraternized with everyone, passed up 
eating in the officers’ mess to stand 


in line with the enlisted men at their 
in the open and in the rain, 


and made himself adaptable in every 


iny 
Many Femmes 
Hollywood. Dec. 8 

Indicatio of hov tar-packed 
W1i] ) Me fl g ¢ ‘Cr 
Have ane See t j two 
castings for the fi ve n of the 
local Little Theatre’s stage sensa- 
On. 

Set are Joan Crawford and Merle 
Oberor with Merv LeRoy di- 
recting Ya about 15 nurses on || 
Bataan has 15 characte: all || 
emme 


+ 


| for 


| Before he 


Robert W. Orr, v.p. in the Lennen 
& Mitchell agency, declared Monday 
(7) that he was going out to Holly- 
wood next week to explain to Hed- 
da Hopper, film colony columnist, 
how it happened that her engage- 
ment to sub for Walter Winchell was 


suddenly cancelled. Also why, in 
addition to being blacked out for 


this spot, she won't go on the Blue 
Network in January for the same ac- 
count. Andrew Jergens Co., as a reg- 
ular occupant of the Sunday, 9:15- 
9:30 p.m. period. “The Parker Fam- 
ily,” which has held the latter slot 
the past three years, was last 
week renewed for 1943. 

Orr declined to go into the where- 
ofs Monday (7), but it was reported 
that the client overnight decided to 
shelve the contemplated alliance 
with Miss Hopper rather than do 
anything that might have an unto- 
ward effect on as valuable a radio 
property as Walter Winchell. If 
Miss Hopper were hired, then Car- 
ter’s Little Liver Pills would have 
had no alternative but to move its 
Jimmy Fidler inning out of the Sun- 
day 9:30-9:45 p.m. niche and spot the 
film gossiper just before Winchell. 
left on a mission for the 
Government, Winchell had declared 
himself as not favorable to such 
an arrangement, since it was quite 
possible that his script of an occasion 

(Continued on page 18) 





‘BUT CAN HOLLYWOOD 


KEEP UP WITH HIM? 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


Henry J. Kaiser’s shipbuilding 


|feats are going on the screen through 
|a high-budget picture to be produced 


by Republic under the title, ‘Victory 
Fleet.’ Kaiser will not be screened 
in person but will have the okay on 
the general nature of the picture. 

will be held in San 
Francisco simultaneously with other 
Pacific Coast cities, hooked up with 
the launchings of Victory Ships. M. 
J. Siegel, William Saal and other 
Republic execs are in San Francisco 
for the 


Premieres 


to make arrangements pic- 
pic 


ture 
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OW!s Film-Radio-Press Campaign 
To Plug Wartime Manpower Needs 





——_—__. + 


Office of War Information is 
launching a nationwide campaign 
via screen, radio and newspapers 


within the next two weeks stressing 
the wartime manpower problem and 
can be undertaken 
to fulfill Government defense plant 
needs. 


OWI has completed a set of 20 
recorded spot announcements on 
‘Women Wanted,’ for use by local 
stations, with Gabriel Heatter, Ed- 
win C. Hill, Kate Smith and others 
doing the leads. Similar spots will 
likely be prepared on transfers, 
training, absenteeism, stay on the 
job and other problems. These will 
be made following a study of the 
Baltimore sector where the greatest 
advance in the changeover to war- 
time employment has been made. 

OWI is also preparing a series cf 
five-minute recorded dramatized 
spots, concerning the same problem, 
using names such as Fibber McGee 
& Molly, Clifton Fadiman, John Kie- 
ran and others. 

Campaign covering the subject on 
the screen has also been mapped. 
Already completed is one 10-minute 
film dealing with general manpower 
problems. Three-minute short on 
‘Women Wanted,’ for use in Balti- 
more, will be used in other areas 
with a remade sound track. There 
is also to be a three-minute short 
on ‘Transfer from Non-War to War 
Jobs,’ a three-minute subject on 
‘Absenteeism and Stay on the Job’ 
and a three-minute short on ‘Train- 
ing.’ 

Newspaper channels, posters, pulp 
magazines and other media will also 
be used in lining up the campaign. 

First phase of the 
Campaign, running from around Dec. 
15 to Jan. 15, will be devoted to ex- 
plaining the ‘local’ character of the 
problem. Second phase of the cam- 
paign starting around Jan. 15 
running through March 1. 


methods which 


and 
will re- 


volve around recruiting for skills of | 


which there is an acute shortage. 
Third phase of the campaign, begin- 
ning March 1 and continuing for the 
duration, will be a drive for trans- 
fers from less essential to essential 
war work, recruiting of 
ening of absenteeism 
of farm labor. 


women, less- 


and recruiting 


Pitt Variety’s Canteen 
Premieres Friday (11) 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8 

Variety Club will ypen Can- 
teen foi service men Friday (11) 
following an inspection of the nev 
room by members of the showmen’s 
Organization and their families. Set 
to appear at inaugural to entertain 
men in nifor e Boris Karloff, 
Slate Bros., Buck & Bubbles, Linda 
Ware, couple of name bands and 
practically all of the nitery talent in 
town. Variety Club itself is un- 
derwriting the entire project, with 
no outside help ana iast week 
raised nearly $3,000 for the Can- 
teen on mo Stex nianignt venenht ai 
Staniev theatre 

Variety Club Cante¢ vill be 
Cniy a ite nporary aff; ew 
$50,000 buildir iS erecte next to 
the Pen: Sylvai a Rail oad ation 
When I showme 
will fold and ne Canteen will be 
operated jointly by USO and Va- 
riety Club. Permanent place is 
expected to be ready some time in 


February) 


SPANISH SAUCE 


Desi Arnaz and Carmen Miranda to 
Flavor ‘Canteen’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Sol Lesser’s ‘Stage Docr Canteen.’ 
which already has had enough stars 
announced for it to bulge Madison 


Square Garden, will-lack but noth- | 


ing. The latest addition to the giant 
pot-pourri has been added at the 
suggestion of the Motion Picture So- 
ciety for the Americas, the Coast 
branch of the Office of Coordinator 
of Inter-American Affairs, 


It will be a Latin American se- 
— populated with names like 
esi Arnaz and Carmen Miranda (if 





A copy of ‘Variety,’ which 
travels thousands of miles in dif- 
ferent directions before it is read, 
finally landing in Reykjavik, Ice- 
land, is the one sent weekly to 
Charles B. McDonald, theatre 
division manager for RKO at 
N. Y. 

After reading it himself, Mc- 
Donald sends it to his son, Harry, 
who’s stationed in the army at 
Savannah, Ga. Latter, in turn, 
mails ‘Variety’ to Leo McCall, 
who’s at the Iceland post. Mc- 
Call, former schoolmate of Me- 
Donald’s, is the brother of Mary 
McCall, Jr., president of the 
Screen Writers Guild. 


Major Amen Very 
Curious About 


Training Films 








Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


Major John Amen, of the In- 
spector General's office of the U. S. 


making of 
studios. 


into 
films by 


weeks 
army 


inquiring 
training 





information | 


the Truman Committee made some 
ltime ago, as to costs of training films 
lthat had been made here previous to 
|Col. M. H. Gillette taking over this 
function here, and which had been 
|allocated to studios without compe- 
titive bi€ding. 

All studios have received question- 
naires from Truman Committee ask- 
ing them if any of their personnel 


jand if they make any training pic- 
tures, with questionnaire asking what 


|Army, has been here the past two | 


Understand this visit follows inquiry | 


|plovee of its 


had commissions in the Signal Corps | 


Disney to D.C. to Stalin 


Walt Disney is sending a print of 
'‘Education for Death’ to the Office of 
War Information in Washington, for 
| immediate shipment to Joseph Stalin 
in Moscow. Disney adapted the 
| short in color from Gregor Ziemer'’s 
ibest selling novel of that name. 


: 
| Request for the print to be shipped 
lto Russia followed a special showing 

to OWI representatives in Washing- 
| ton. 


| 
} 








' 


Modern Museum’s Film Cavalcade 
oints Up Pix’ Importance in War 





The Switch 


Detroit, Dec. 8. 
Reversing the usual procedure, 
the act of Roxy & Leroy was 
broken up here when the femme 
half went into the Army. 
Roxy Sullivan, the femme 
half, is a sharp-shooter and got 





P.S.: Show Biz Made Sure 
Good Time Was Had by All 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 








| 
| 
| 
| 


Another example of how people in 
show business help keep up the mo- 
rale of those in war service was 
|shown here last week, when, follow- 
|ing an appeal by the British War Re- | 





‘lief office, 55 young aviators from 
| Australia, New Zealand and other | 


parts of the globe were turned over 
to operators of the Sherman hotel 
and Chez Paree, who made their stay 
an interesting one. | 
They were entertained at lunch at 
the Sherman, through the courtesy of 
Ernie Byfield and Frank Bering, with 
the 16 models from the Panther 
Room show furnishing the decor. In 
the evening they were guests of Mike 
Fritzel and Joe Jacobson, who wined 
land dined them at the Chez Paree 
‘and numbered all the girls of the 
chorus for the boys to dance with. 


} 








Shea’s Bonus to Staffers 
In and Out of Service 
EB. C.i 


The Shea circuit, of which 
Grainger is president and operating | 
has sent to each former em- | 
theatres, now in the} 
armed service, a week’s salary as a 
Christmas gift. Additionally, as on| 
previous years, the circuit will give} 
its present employees an Xmas 
bonus amounting to the equivalent | 
of a week’s salary. 


head, 


In June and again in September, 


this vear, employees were given an 


lextra week's salary. 





. ; were and how much footage - , - 
costs were and hoy t g Nice Work, Girls 
was used in their making. also the 
time Hollywood, Dec. 8 
Amen has been interviewing vari- Christmas gifts of $5 will be sent | 
‘ous studio officials and others re-|to every former Warners employee | 
. . e | 
| garding the methods utilized in mak- | now in service, through the efforts | 
| ng these films, also inquiring into !of girls in the studio who have col- 
operations of various ways used in |lected $2,500. Checks will go to 
lturning out Government films by | about 450 men in the Army, Navy 
studios, ° and Marines 
a nn On On nn i i i nn i i i tHPOPooe oe, 
| 
> + 
| + 9 > | 
4 + | 
? - 
? + 
SPEPEFFEEEFEEFEFEESEOEFOFOE SSS ESE EE EESESHEHEEE+EE+E+OH 
2d Parite Goes OWI . the navy'’s pre-flight training 

Gillespie (Gep) Evans, in charge school in Nevada broke his left ‘ist 
of trade advertising under Bob Gill- |¢#S We» yiven a 1X-mot n ea f 
has Pests nian’ nd with the |H inouncing at KJBS during that 
company six years. checked out | Petod. 

’ ) | > & st forn ho I 

Friday (4) + +¢ the Overseas Dick l DY, rimei L\OUSE nah 
hae : e embassy . 

Division of the Office of War In-| bas , Emba: y, army. 

: : ‘old Stavens ‘ama de <= 
formation. Par has placed him on Harold Stevens, drama depart 
leave of absence in order to take | ment, Examiner, army. 
the OWI post Jack Ford, 3 Sequoians, currently 

“y+ hn's -ende7vois handed or 

About two weeks ago, another | *! John’s Rendezvous, heade fo 
member of Gillivam*‘s~ departinent. ;>82y 
Mannie Rainer, who headed shorts! Bill Clifford, orch leader, navy. 

1.7 . . | lig Tay , Nin) ‘I, ae > 
publicity, joined the same _ branch | Vic Newry, Domino Club, army 
of the OWI and may be sent to Iee Gene De Forrest, p.a., army 
— ‘ Morton Sontheimer, news editor 

S$ Fr; iciseo. News ce my 

l tN rt VW con 7 _] 

Schorr's Dec. 7 Salute Fra fartinelli, Jr., son of Bal 

Jose Schorr, Columbia Picture fabdarin niterysS DOSS, Navy 

1 Y ’ ¥ } = ] 
p.a., in the N. Y. office, celebrated 
the Pearl Harbor anniversav. by Art Arthur Set to Go In 
joining the Army Monday (7) as foronto, Dec. 8 
volunteer officer candidate. Here in the home-town to clean 

Paul S. Goldberg, son of Harry up me personal affairs before en- 
. + eget . } ot. tha T * ‘ . » 
Goldberg, publicity-advertising di- | 5'4"5 ») the U. S. Army is Art 
rector for the Warner circuit, Army, | 4tthur, film cripter, who has 


Bill Berns, Broadway and_ film 
gossiper on WNEW, New York, joins 
the Army via the induction 
Friday (11). 


‘Variety’ Man in Public Relations 
Fort Jackson, S. C., Dec. 8. 

Pvt. John Bartholomew, former 
newspaperman and correspondent 
for ‘Variety,’ has been added to the 
staff of Public Relations under 
Capt. Murray E. Wyche, director of 
Public Relations here at the world’s 
j largest infantry training center. 


Frisco’s Latest 


San Francisco, Dec. 8 
Dave Scofield, KFRC announcer, 
jinto army air corps for ground 


; schoo] duty. Andy Pino, of Sinaloa 


available), who hail from south of jnitery, army. 


the border lands. 


Tom McGowan slipped from a roof 


route ; 


checked out of Paramount after be- 
ing in on the writing chore of ‘Rid- 
High’ (Par) starring Dorothy 
Lamour and Dick Powell. Arthur 
|is married to Jessica Pepper of 
|}show business: they have a young 
| daughter, Pamela.. 

He returns to 


ing 


Hollywood within | 





| senior 


| Missouri, ha 


| of war stamps. 


| ship. 


a commission in the WAACS to 
serve as rifle and pistol instruc- 
tor at Des Moines. 


Hawaii, Always 
On Alert, Wants 
More Camp Shows 














Honolulu, Nov. 12. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Show business is just so much 
here and nothing more, Perhaps 
USO’s Abe Lastfogel will send some 
muchly desired entertainment to 
this part of the world soon, we hope. 

Never for one second has Hawaii 
ceased being on the alert, and did 
we have a honey of an alert last 
night. I live at the beach and was 
notified to report for special duty, 
as my usual time to go to work is 
midnight, but this call was much 
earlier, and they only called the 
operators. So I dressed in 
the Jeep and made it to my head- 





quarters from the time that I was 
called officially in exactly 14 min-j 
utes all streets had to be cleared 
in less than one-half an hour It | 

ationally thrilling to know | 
were to be expecting, and 
to know Hawaii was ready 
for anything. We have lived anx- 
iously for months. June 3 and 
this last the tests for us 
all. So were they, that 
our Hans Kramer, 
page 44) 


was sen 
what we 


more so 


one were 

successful 
General, 

(Continued on 


new 


| out. 





Different as World War II is from 
all preceding wars on the ground, 
at sea and in the air, so is it dif- 
ferent psychologically. Never be- 
fore have films played so vital a 
part. That was demonstrated Mon- 
day (7) night when the film library 
of the Museum of Modern Art, N. Y., 
gathered together for a_ private 
sereening eight short pictures, each 
one representing a different Allied 
or conquered country. 

Coming on the anni of Pear! Har- 
bor, the aim was to show the role 
played by sprocketec celluloid in 
keeping the civilian population in 
touch with the war effort. It served 
to demonstrate that pictures cannot 
only effectually make stay-at-homes 
familiar with the job their own 
country is doing and spur them to 
do more themselves, bt can per- 
form the difficult task of knitting 
Allies together. 

The aim was a bigger bite, how- 
ever, than the Museum screening 
served to chew. In its effort to get 
pix representing different countries, 
the library went out on a limb with 
some more or less minor propa- 
ganda entries, although the films as 
a whole proved effective. 

Metro’s Best 

As might be expected, the smooth- 
est of the lot was a product of Hol- 
lywood, Metro’s ‘Out of the Dark- 
ness.’ One of John Nesbitt’s ‘Pass- 
ing Parade’ shorts, it revealed, in 
contrast with the other subjects— 
mostly informational shorts put out 
by various governments—that the 
U. S. film capital can do an unbeat- 
able job of making propaganda en- 
tertaining and vital when it sets its 
mind to it. 

‘Out of the Darkness’ is about a 
Belgian underground newspaper, La 
Libre Belgique. During the last war 
22 of its editors, one after the other, 
were executed by the Germans and 
still the paper continued to 
Picture winds up by reproduc- 
ing a clipping from the N. Y. Times 
of this war. Again, it reveals, the 
Belgians can be conquered but they 
won't stay that way. La Libre Bel- 
gique has once more made its ap- 


come 


| pearance. 


‘Praise the Lord’ Song 
Trailerizes Bond Sales 
St. Louis, Dec. 2. 


With all flicker houses cooking up | 
new ideas to aid in the new War | 
Bond sales campaign, execs of Fan- 
|chon & Mareo here came up with | 
a new one for its four deluxers, the 
Fox, St. Louis and Missouri in mid- | 
town, and the Ambassador, down-! 
town During the short intermis- | 
sion period betwee the feature | 
| flickers, a policy in effect for sev- | 
eral months. the customers are in- | 
vited to sing ‘Praise the Lord and | 
Pass the Aminunition’ with the | 
| words shown on the screen and | 
the music provided through the | 

ound apparatus of the house 


| 


manager of the 
number of | 
gadgets in the spacious | 
lobby of this house to hypo the sale 
One provides for the 
dishing out of a free ducat if a dime 


Harry Crawford, 
installed a 


mechanical 


is tossed into the replica of a sub- | 
marine in the. background Craw- } 
ford also is awarding a free ducat | 
for the best war bond slogan sub- | 
mitted each week by a customer. | 


Wing Goes Social 


A eries of eight 


ided by the 


supper dances | 
; Theatre | 
in New York for | 
American 


a yee Ke 


Wing Supper Club 


the benefit of The- | 
tre Wing. The dances will be held , 
bi-weekly in the Sert Room of the 
Waldorf-Astoria starting New Year’s 
eve 

Purpose of the parties is to raise 
funds for the maintenance of the} 
wartime program of the Theatre 
Wing and to promote good fellow- 


tne 


Helen Haves and Frank W. Crown- 





ihe week to be inducted, and will | "Shield are co-chairmen of the 
turn down a commission because |¢!¥b’s board of governors. 
he'd rather be a private oo wae 
Report Lt. Byrne Killed Salkow’s Col Pic 
Indianapolis, Dec. 5. Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
| Lieut. Richard Byrne, U. S. Air Columbia assigned Sidney Salkow 
Corps, tor five years a member of /to direct the Colbert Clark produc- 
jthe first violin section of the In-|tion, ‘The Boy From _ Stalingrad,’ 
| dianapolis Symphony, reported | based on an original by Robert Ar- 
| killed in airplane crash at Orlando | den. 
| Fla., base Nov. 29. Picture goes into work Dee. 14, 
| Arthur W. Baker, for the past 10| with a script by Arden and Ferdi- 
(Continued on page 55) nand Revyher, 


hand, no 
gripping 
Nations 
country 
the 


othe 
most 


United 


the 
the 
among the 
Representing that 
subject seen recently in 
(Continued on page 55) 


Australia, on 
doubt presents 
entrant 
films. 
was a 


N. Y. to L.A. 


Durante. 

S. Charles Einfeld 
Harry Cox. 

Hal ry James. 
Frank Monte. 

Loue lla O. Parsons. 
Tom Rockwell 
Leon Schlesinger. 
Charles P. Skouras. 
Antoinette Spitze: 
Hal Wallis. 

Jack L. Warner. 


Jimmy 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Eddie (Rochester) Ande! 
Fred W. Beetson. 

Ed Beloin. 

Jack Benny. 

Myrt Bium. 

Ingrid Bergman. 

Sam Clark. 

Helmut Dantine 
Dennis Day. 

William Dozier. 
L. Wolfe Gilbert. 
Louis J. Halper, 
Rita Hayworth. 
Richard Halliday. 
Robin Harris. 
Sam Hearn. 

Car] Lesserman. 
Sam Levene. 
Mary Livingstone. 
Mary Martin. 
Louis B. Mayer. 
S. Barret McCormick. 
Bill Morrow. 
Bobby O’Brien. 
Clare Olmstead. 
Bob Mucks. 
William Perlberg. 
N. Peter Rathvon. 
Arthur Rose. 
Joseph M. Schenck. 
Howard Strickling. 
Paul Stewart. 
Claude Sweeten. 
Bob Welch. 
David E. Weshner. 
Don Wilson. 

Sol M. Wurtzel. 
Herbert J. Yates. 
Gorden Youngman 
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LESS FILM SPURS SALES 





Larger Blocks or Mail-Order Film 


Selling Due 


ls 
wv 


to Gas Rationing? 





- 
7: 


Minneapolis, Dee. 8. 

Film salesmen here covering the 
territory have been trying to obtain 
i” cards on the grounds that their 
calling is ‘essential’ because the en- 
tertainment business of which they 
are an ‘important part’ is a ‘morale 
builder’ in war time. However, as 
far as can be learned, the best that 
any of them has been able to get is 
a ‘B’ card. 

With the ‘B’ cards, the salesmen 
will have to curtail their trips into 
the territory, it’s stated. It will be 
impossible to make a trip every 
time a new group becomes avail- 
able. For this reason, exchanges here 
hope that their companies will in- 
crease the size of their groups con- 
siderably or go back to the plan of 
selling an entire season’s product, as 
provided in the invalid Minnesota 
state law which the film companies 
opposed. : 

Many of the towns in this terri- 
tory are inaccessible by train or bus, 
it's pointed out. Moreover, sans au- 
tomobiles, salesmen would be un- 
able to cover as much ground as at 
present. More salesmen undoubtedly 
will be required, according to the 
trade. 

Some distributors are trying to 
figure out if it would be practicable 
to do more selling and booking by | 
telephone and mail. Tentative plans | 
for such procedure are under con- | 
sideration 





Freeze Hurts More Than Gas 

Birst day of gasoline rationing 
here witnessed an estimated drop of | 
0% or more in gross, according to | 
Rowman house managers, but the | 
dip was attributed more to the| 
winter's first severe cold than to the | 
motoring restrictions. Ten below 

(Continued on page 18) 


Auto Union Chief Argues 
Vs. Cuts in Documentary 
Film on Jap Atrocities 











Detroit, Dec. 8. 
and other films 
namby-pamby for 


Documentary 
shouldn't be too 
the war workers. 

That the argument of R. J. 
Thomas international president of 
the United Automobile Workers 
(CIO), which has hundreds of thou- | 
sands of members at work in the na- 
tion’s major arsenals, when he pro- | 
tested to Mayor Edward J. Jeffries | 
here against deletions from the film, | 
‘Ravaged Earth,’ by the Detroit 
Board of Police Censors, 

Thomas said that the picture is ‘a 
factual presentation of the horrors of | 
Japanese aggression in China,’ and 
that it had been okayed in Detroit 
only after the deletions, ‘which ruin 
the entire purpose and effect of the 
film,’ although two of Detroit’s sub- 
urbs—Hamtramck and River Rouge— 
had okayed it in the original form. 

‘Surely the people of Detroit can 
face the facts of war,’ he protested to 
the Mayor. ‘Such films are an incen- 
tive to the the 


Zive tne 
maximun 


was 


war workers to 
toward the winning of the 
war.’ 

Police Lieut. Charles Snyder, head 
of the censor body, said that certain 
gruesome parts of the film were or- 
dered out because ‘of the sensibilities 
of the audience.’ It marks the first 
protest by a union to film slashing 
here, and, because of the size and im- 
portance of the union, Mayor Jeffries 
probably will call upon the censors 
to reconsider. 


WARNERS HOLDING 10 
BIGGIES FOR RELEASE 


' | 








Hollywood, Dec. 8. | 

Ten high-budget pictures are in| 
the vaults at Warners awaiting re- 
lease, with five more in various | 
stages of work and soon to be ready | 
for distribution. 
In addition, the Burbank lot has | 


| 


19 shorts ready for release shortly | 
after the first of the new year, | 


| palities which prohibit Sunday films 


' are against the nlan 
are against the an. 


JOHN HARRIS ORDERED 


| Infection 
| ago during Harris’ 


ia UA release tieup is Casey Robin- 


| while there. 


Accents Cut 


Two sequences associated with 
the Yiddish idiom were elimin- 
ated from the Ginger Rogers- 
Cary Grant starrer, ‘Once Upon 
a Honeymoon’ (RKO), which 
last week ended at Radio City 
Music Hall. 


Deletions were ordered by 
Gus Eyssell, managing direc- 
tor, after opening day following 
complaints from a number of 
patrons and press criticism di- 
rected at the male star’s derby- 
hat episode and Miss Rogers’ 
Bronx accent. 


tH 4 


CONSERVES BY 
ONE-DAY FOLD 


Philadelphia, Dee. 8. 


David Barrist, prominent Philly 
indie exhib, yesterday said he is 
mulling a plan to call a city-wide 
mass meeting of theatre operators 
to present his plan to close filmers 











one day a week to conserve film, | 
fuel, strategic materials and man- | 
power. 

If the exhibs agree to the pro- | 


posal, it is planned to petition the 
War Production Board to ask exhibs 
to voluntarily down for one 
day a week feels that un- | 
less the idea Government 


shut 
Barrist 


gets a 


stamp it will be hard to get exhibs 
to go along. Local exhibs, who in 
the main are in favor of Barrist’s | 
idea, feel that the plan will work | 
only if all exhibs go along. A few 
houses kept lighted on the off-day | 
would tend to break down the en- | 
tire program. 

Barrist’s idea is to close down on 


Monday, dullest day of the week at 
the boxoffice. Only those exhibs | 
who have their theatres in munici- 


they cannot afford to keep closed | 
1 4% c ae. 4 T 
oyot.n Sunday anda Monday. | 

| 


TO HOSPITAL FOR REST 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 

John H. Harris, head of 
Amus, Co. here and the Arena Man- 
agers Association, was ordered to the 
Mercy hospital last week with strict 
orders from his physician not to re- 
ceive any visitors or ’phone calls. | 
Theatre exec has been suffering from | 
acute laryngitis lately, accompanied 
by frequent complete loss of voice, 
and recently spent a week at his | 


Harris | 


summer home in J ongport, N. J., 
trving to clear up the ailment. 
Upon return to Pittsburgh a few 
days ago, throat became worse and | 
he was immediately hospitalized. 


started more than a month 


] 
hectic activity in | 
engage- | 

| 


connection with ‘Icecapades’ 


ment here. Last spring in Holly- 
wood he was hospitalized with pneu- 
monia, right after ice show opened 
there. 





} 
| 
| 


Robinson May Go to UA 


; SA 
United Artists is reported mulling 
new deals to bring additional inde- 


pendent producers into the company. 


| 
| 


Among those understood considering 


son, ex-Warner writer now turned 
producer. 

Grad Sears. currently on the Coast, | 
may discuss a deal with Robinson, | 
Dave Weshner, UA ad- | 
vertising and publicity head, left} 
New York for the Coast last Friday | 


(4) to join Sears. ' 


son 
| severed 


| but only after the season had gotten 


| the contract takes care of 


|of the chiseling small theatre 








ee 


MORE CONTRAGTS 


‘Congressional Opposition to $25,000 


THAN LAST YEAR Ceiling Is Growing Apace in Wash. 


| 
Need for Product mn 
Stalling of Past Seasons— 





Trend Away From Reis- MAYER, JOE SCHENCK EAST) 


sues and Repeats Also a os 60 Seek, Ceiee~ | 





Former 
Factor —Number of Re-| Schenck to Stay Until Xmas | 
leases Held Down 





Joseph M. Schenck and Louis B. | 
ayer have arrived in New York. 

Mayer, accompanied by Howard | 
Strickling, is east to confer with 
| Nicholas M. Schenck of Loew’s, Inc., | 
|regarding a production schedule at 
ithe studio for first six months of 
| 1943. They will be here a week or | 


: 
| 
ONLY 9 WB’S SINCE SEPT. | 


Selling took a sharp rise in No- 
vember, with result distributors are 
at present substantially ahead of ' Serenete came east on company | 
last year at the same time, in some | pusiness and personal matters and 
cases as much as 50%, it is claimed. |may stay until after Christmas, 

In sales and exhibition quarters, 
the vastly 


improved position on | 
contract-taking as well as piovort GAG STANCE ON 
of product is credited to various | 


factors which figured this season 


as against last when buyers reached 
what is believed to have been an all- 
time high in stalling. 


Greater need for product this fall 
has forced earlier deals. This has 
been largely due to fewer deliveries, Screen Actors Guild officialg have 
notably on the part of larger dis-| reportedly discussed plans to keep 
tribs, as well as a stronger tendency | artists out of any studio which may 
away from reissues, In conne tion take steps to pay on a weekly pro- 
with the latter or so-called | rata basis instead of an annual ar 


SO 











repeats, 


on film supply and thus have had to 


where an exhib picks up anything | per picture fee where such previ- | 
he may find in exchange vaults, not ously existed. | 
only have exhibs veered away from Some studios had been mulling | 
this type of product but distribs | plan to break down the income limit | 
have gotten tougher. of $67,200 annually to a weekly pay- | 
Since the film companies them-/} check of say $1,234, payable for 52 | 
|selves have tightened the reins on | weeks of work providing actors work | 
|reissues or repeats, various accounts | through that period. In this way 
| have found themselves shorthanded | stars would be compelled to turn | 
j 


out the usual number of pictures or 
the 


buy new pictures in order to} more annually, earning $10,000 or | 
keep going. | $12,000 per picture, otherwise re- | 
Additionally, there have been no | maining off the studio payrolls. 
serious breaks between distribs and Understood that in such an even- 
chains this year, whereas last sea-|tuality SAG might call for a gen-| 
(1941-42), several large circuits | eral walkout, | 


} | 


U.S. PIX EN ROUTE TO | 
USSR FOR DISTRIBUTION 


relations with ec 
they had dealt with for years. Other 
breaks that had occurred the prior 
year in some ¢: 


1ses were healed 





well under way. | 
More Buying Combos | First shipment of American films 

Though there has been consider- | for distribution in the USSR is now 
{able grumbling concerning film|en route to that country. Due to 
prices, this having the effect of de- | space limitations, the prints are reg- 
‘laying deals earliei this season, | ular 35 mm., shipped from the U. S. 
there has been no alarming trouble. | instead of via London as originally 
Buying combinations have been/!planned. Selection is neither as nu- 
formed but while they are basically | merous nor as inclusive as antici- 
for the purpose of rendering scat- | pated. 
tered exhibs buying service and Films: will be screened in Moscow 
| buying power, the distributors have | by Soviet film execs and outright 
managed to get along with them all; buys negotiated after their prefer- | 
right. Among other things, from the | ences are made known. 
| distrib point of view, when a deal Artkino, U. 8. distributor of Soviet 


films, made the original selections 
and will act as the middle man in 


deals that are consummated. 


combine, 
many ac- 


22) lany 


is closed with a booking 


(Continued on page 





Only Uncle Sam's Patriotic 
Can Undo Dual Habit, 


Edict | 
Say Indies 


Detroit, Dec. 8 the top are up as high as they can 
While the move for single fea- | go The smaller operators, who 
tures, launched at the recent con-| started the cycle by offering double 


vention here of Allied Theatres, con- 
tinues to gather momentum in this 
former stronghold of double fea- 
tures, exhibitors still figure that the 
transition can’t be made without 
Government edict. 

Basic reasons are not only the fear 
ywner, 


features as a bargain appeal fo! 
trade, would have to cut under his | 
present prices to hold up under aj} 
complete return to solo films. While | 
big city price differentials are wide | 
enough in range, the suburban and 
small towner couldn’t get far enough | 

| 


under the first-run prices to stay in 


but that unless the move is made| biz. Besides, the little guy, who de- 
'all along the line it will result in| pends on neighborhood good will, 
'disastrous price revision Unle loesn’t want to risk boosting his 
there is a patriotic appeal, such as | price and being called ‘a profiteer.’ 
the Government order, the exhibit- If the small operator can be bol- 
lors point out that the small opera-|stered by a Federal edict, can point 


tors would have to take avprice slash | out that he’s doing his part and the | 


that would finish them. fans have to get along on single 
The idea seems to be that the pix /| films. it is figured that the transi- 


have to continue as ‘cheap enter- 
tainment’ to continfie as mass enter- 
tainment and that th- big houses at! 


tion can be made even in places such 
las this where 10 years have edu- | 
(Continued on page 44) 


would be 


delegates 
Ontario. 
ficiated. 


were 


As Solons Ready to Battle It in Jan. 


Washington, Dec. 8. 

Congressional opposition to Presie 
dent Roosevelt's proposal to broaden 
the $67,200 gross salary limitation to 
cover investment income has been 
snowballing this week. 

Democratic Senator George, chaire- 
man of the powerful finance commit- 
tee, said that the answer of Congress 
to the proposal to clip the income of 
the coupon clippers would be an 
emphatic ‘No!" The new Congress 
that convenes next month, he 

more likely to pass legis- 
lation to repeal the $67,200 gross 
salary ceiling set up by executive 
order than to broaden its effect. 

President Roosevelt told his press 
conference last week that he would 
be interested in seeing what Con- 
gress would do with his recom- 


said, 


mendation that a ceiling, after taxes, 
| be placed on 


income from invest- 
ments. He said he had found wide 
dissatisfaction over the lack of cén- 
trols over investment income. He had 
recommended last year that Con- 
gress set a limitation on incomes that 
would keep them down to the $25,000 
net level but Congress refused to act 


| on the recommendation and in Octo- 


(Continued on page 23) 


Blind-Checking 
‘Rampage’ Burns 
Twin City Indies 





Minneapolis, Dec. 8. 
Twin City independent exhibitors 
are burned up because sOme of the 


| distributors here allegedly have em- 


barked o1 
‘rampage. More of 
than at any within 
the exhibitors claim. 

The squawking exhibitors 
that the distributors 


use the 


another blind-checking 


this is going on 
time memory, 
assert 
are seeking to 
blind-checking and percent- 


age engagement results as the basis 
for flat rental charges. This is un- 
fair because not enough considera- 


tion is given to the spread in receipls 


between the percentage and blind- 
checked picture and the run-of-the- 
mill product that constitutes the 
bulk of the releases, according to the 


exnipitors 


Exhibitors have been ‘chasing’ 
blind checkers away from the front 
|of their theatres not only because 
they object to the blind-checking 
practice, but also they say, because 
it ‘makes them look bad’ in theit 
patrons’ eyes. However, the checkers 
have been getting ‘wise,’ it’s asserted, 
and now buy an admission ticket 


and check unostentatiously from in- 


side the theatre 


Most exhibitors in Minneapoiis 
land St. Paul contend that they can- 
not operate profitably if their rentals 
stand them more than 20 to 25% of 
their receipt Figures being de- 
manded for the ney eason product, 
howeve Tetth t to as much as 35° 


it’s asserted 


Some distributors here are justify- 


ing their bl hecking by asserting 
that they need the figures as a ‘pro- 
ectio when exhibitors seek adjust- 
ment ] 1imed that even some 





reputable exhibitors demanding ad- 
|justments have been caught in pre- 
varications when reporting on busi- 
ness 
Stricter C hi 
Toronto, Dec. 8. 

A stricter censorship of motion 

|pictures was asked in a resolution 


passed by the annual meeting here 
xf the Ontario Union of Holy Name 
(Catholic) Societies, with some 400 
present from all parts of 
Archbishop McGuigan of- 


objections on any film 
advanced and the proposed 
censorship was blanket. 


No specific 


stricte. 
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illiam Goldman's 


Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 
One of the 
trust 
the major distributors 
Stanley-Warner circuit was 
day (Tues.) in U. S 
here by Wil 


most important anti- 


suits against 
and 
filed to- 
District Court | 
liam Goldman, 


ever instituted 


the 


buss of 
man is 
damages 


the Warner circuit. 
asking $1,350,000 triple 
in behalf of the Erla 
a downtown theatre which he 


nger, 
leased 


two years ago, on the grounds the 


defendants had entered a conspiracy | 


to keep him from getting pictures 
for the house. 

Although the majors and Warners 
have sued by indies innumer- 
able times in the past, this is the 
first time a central city house has 


been invoived. Ali first run theatres 


been 


here are Warner operated. Only |} 
other filmers in the downtown sec- 
tor are the Arcadia, owned by the 


Sablosky interests, and the Studio 
which features arty and foreign pix. 

In the suit filede by William A. 
Gray, one of the city’s 
lawyers, Goldman alleges that the | 
defendants have conspired to mon- 
opolize the entire film industry in | 
this district by agreeing among 
themselves that all motion pictures 
produced by the defendants should 
be exhibited on desirable runs only 


by the defendants. 

Goldman declares in his bill of 
complaint that he has tried to get 
pictures but was unable because of 
the illegal combination and con- 
spiracy to monopolize the entire 


motion picture industry, 
in the Philadelphia district 
further alleges that the 
which was leased for 10 years at a 
ental of $12,000 a year, had been 
relegated to an position 
where he may obtain product only 
on the last run no matter how fine 
his theatre is and no matter how 
much he would be willing to pay 
for pictures in a free and open mar- 
ket. Goldman estimates his loss at 
$450,000 and asks that damages be 
trebled under the terms of the Sher- 


The bill 


inferior 


man and Clayton Anti-Trust Acts 
which, he claims, the defendants vio- 
lated. Besides damages, Goldman 


asks that the court grant an injunc- 
tion against the defendants that they 
be enjoined from making new con- 
tracts granting protection of Warner 
houses against the Erlanger, 
that the defendants be made 
the costs of the proceedings. 

n a supplementary 
Gray declared that the acts of the 


to pay 


statement 


defendants not only constituted vio- 
lation of ethical business practices 
and legal statutes but it likewise re- 
sult in many gross injustices to 
fiim audiences in the Philadelphi a 
area, and that both the public and 
the press have made constant in- 
quiry and complained bitterly be- 


cause the majority of 
tion picture 


important 
play 


mo- 


the metro 


aluray 
aiways 


politan areas and even the smaller 
towns and hamlets before they are 
shown in Philadelphia. 


Named as defendants are Loew’s 


Paramount, RKO, 20th-Fox, Col- 
umbia, Warner Bros. Pictures, Vita- 
graph, Inc., Warner Bros. Circuit 
Management, Stanley Co. of Amer- 
ica, Universal Corp., Universal Film 
Exchanges and United Artists 
Gold ‘ head of the Warne 
te lit } intil 1933 Since the 
he has gone into the private exhibi- 
tion field. His circuit now numbers 


20th Assures British 
Exhibs on Sunday Dates 


London, Dec.. 8. 
20th-Fox giving assurances 
to the Cinematograph Exhibitors 

Assn., that its agreement on Sun- 
day bookings will be carried out 
in full, dispute between the Ameri- 
can distributor and the British ex- 
hibitors association appears 
nitely closed. 

It is planned by 20th-Fox to is- 
gue a list of pictures available for 
Sunday bookings and those for 
booking at flat rentals. Also to 
furnish two feature programs on 
percentage. Dispute arose when 
20th-Fox sought 
Sunday playdates, 


With 


prom- | 
inent Indie exhib and one time zone | 
Gold- 


leading trial 


particularly | 


Erlanger, | 


and | 


defi- | 


better deals nal 


$1,350,000 Suit 


at DUNNE TEAMED 





| Hollywood, Dee. 8. 
Next ackage production by 
| Charles Feldman for Universal 





Whelan’s RKO Musical 


Dec. 8. 
a Rodgers | 


Hollywood, 
‘Higher and Higher,’ 


|}and Hart musical, will be the next | 
producer - director job for Tim 
| Whelan on the RKO lot. 

Play was presented in New York 
with Jack Haley and Shirley Ross 


in the top roles but the cast for the 
picture is still to be decided. 


WELLES OPP FONTAINE 








Hollywood, Dec 
Orson Welles plays the top male 





Eyre’ under 
| with 20th-Fox. Film rights were ac- 
quired by the Westwood studio in a| 
;recent deal with David O. Selznick | 
| which included the services of Miss 
Fontaine as femme star. 

Kenneth Macgowan is producing, 


a one-picture 


and John Housman 
|with Aldous Huxley on the screen- 
| play. 


Par Rushing Through 





Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Eight features go before the | 
cameras at Paramount in the next 


|complete all the pictures 
| while the shooting is good. 
| Starting the eight is the Techni- 
color film, ‘Lady in the Dark,’ roll- 
ing this week with Ginger Rogers, 
| Ray Milland and Warner Baxter as 
| co-stars. 


possible 





REELS OF REALISM 


Under the above caption, the N.Y. 
|Mirror’s editor, Jack Laii, kudoed 
the film buiness thusly last week. 
| ‘Thousands of words have been 
|written and spoken about the con- 


| ° ° 
istructive part the American motion 





| 


{picture indutsry is playing in the 
iwar. All true. 
‘The movies have stimulated en- 


listments and patriotism, performed 
| invaluable services in spurring War 
{Bond sales, provided morale-build- 
ling entertainment for our fighting 
men on all fronts, sent n 
stars and key men into the ranks. 
‘But to our mind the industry's 
greatest service has veen in the mak- 


ing of such pictures as ‘Wake Island’ 
and ‘Across the Pacific,’ good rous- 
ing productions, vitally significant 


ifor this reason: 





|} “They portray our Jap enem 
with plain realism. Not as cowards, 
dupes, or ‘dopes.’ But as_ tough, 
7 sys) > ld anyvA > ~y4 4S b+ 
akc, tCiuei, CULL qaiina Pslicta & sis 4 
ng men The kind of men we'll 
ve to defeat and annihilate 
ory) + Ss a prover an \ e- 
nder to keep before the eyes of 
{the American paople.’ 


| Monday’s (7) N. Y. Journal- 
| American, also a Hearst rag (p.m.) 
} occasioned Pearl Harbor Day by an- 
other kudo at films, the edit 


reading in part: 


FOR THE CAUSE 


Movie Industry’s Great Contribu- | 


|tion to the War Effort. 
It would be difficult to over-praise 
{the services of the motion 


industry in America’s war effort. 


| One phase of this service has had | 


|to do with enlistments in the armed 
| forces. 

| Thousands of the most eligible 
men, many of whom would not have 
|been affected as yet by the draft, 
have been inspired and helped by 
| the movies to don the uniforms of 
ithe Army, the Navy and the Coast 
Guard, or to offer themselves to the 
no less essential Merchant Marine. 


A companion phase has been the | 


industry’s work in promoting morale. 
The Public Relations Committee 


role opposite Joan Fontaine in ‘Jane | 
| 
contract | 


with Robert Stevenson as director | 
collaborating | 


Eight Pix in Six Weeks 


six weeks, a heavy midwinter rush to | 


any of their | 


picture | 


| rel lease will be ‘Our United Nations,’ 
| episodic film dealing with the Allies. 
| Charles Boyer and Irene Dunne 
|are slated for lead roles. Feldman 
'recently bought ‘Mama Mosquito,’ a 
‘tale by Dean Jennings, as a basis for 
the Chinese sequence. 


Way Back for Ann 


Hollywood, Dee. 8. 











Next starrer for Ann Sheridan at 
| Warners will be a nostalgic screening 
|of early show business, ‘The Gay 
Nineties,’ once titled ‘A Night at 


IN 20TH “JANE EYRE’) Nineties wi be the first produc- 


tion on the Burbank lot for Jack 
|Chertok, who recently moved to 
| Warners after years of producing at 
Metro. 





| Studio Contracts 








William Noble, Rosemary Foster, 
| Jameson Brewer and Constance Bon- 


inelli drew option lifts as junior 
writers at Metro. 
John Brahm’s director ticket re- 


|newed by 20th-Fox. 
| John Sheppard’s actor contract re- 
newed by 20th-Fox. 
| Walter Hart, shorts director, drew 
jan option lift at Metro. 
| Edward Arnold inked new pact at 
Metro. 
| Pinky Lee inked actor contract 
|} with Hunt Stromberg. 
| Eddie Gordon, legit player, signed 
by Hunt Stromberg for the films. 
Lynda Grey’s stock player option 
| picked up by Paramount. 
Ralph Byrd’s player 
newed by 20th-Fox. 
Louise La Planche drew an option 
ilift at Paramount, 
William Eythe renewed as an ac- 
l tor at 20th-Fox. 


ticket re- 


} 
| 
| 





Editorials Plug Pictures 


Jack Lait in N. Y. Mirror on Monday and Another 
Hearst Rag the Next Day 


of the motion picture industry has 
a large collection of well deserved 
;}encomiums from President Roose- 
velt, from Lieutenant-General Eisen- 
; hower, and from other leaders highly 
|praising the non-profit contribution 
of the film business in ae 
r the 


‘hae at home and abroad. 

| Still another but less noticed ac- 
tivity has taken the form of volun- 
tary-financial contributions hy stu- 
dio workers through the industry’s 
Permanent Charities Committee, 
|which has distributed nearly $200,- 
the Navy Relief Society, 
China Relief and _ other 


|UU0 to 
i United 
causes 

Actually surpassing 
activities has been the efficiency of | 
the industry in selling war bonds to 
help finance the war. 

Last September the industry con- 
ducted a nation-wide drive. _ 


in the list of 


| The Treasury Department had 
fixed a high quota for it. 
The quota was exceeded by more 
n 8%, with total sales of $838,- 
2 f Of 
\ gO Der é, the In- 
istry s to rene ts effort for a 
veek 


It Wa Activities Committee has 
! needa that during this period 
16.000 tion picture theatres will 
eli War D 


} Cor 


Mas, 

nmencing on the first anniver- 
sary of the Pearl Harbor attack, the 
drive has for its appropriate slogan: 
‘Avenge December 7—On to Vic- 
| tory!’ 

It is a fact that the motion picture 
industry’s outstanding war service 
is due largely to the circumstances 
| that the industry was prepared for 
iservice, and was indeed engaged in 
|service, before our war actually be- 
| Zan. 

As Mr. Howard Dietz, a distin- 
guished executive of the industry, 
| reported recently in a speech before 
ithe National Board of Review: 

‘Few industries have adapted them- 





Broadway Dimout 


By Bill Halligan 











Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

I know a lot of A. K.’s out here who think they are Ponce-de-Leon,,, 
They have their pans lifted and their hair dyed trying to by-pass old 
father time. They ought to be sitting in the park at Long Beach playing 
checkers...Instead, they are looking for a blind producer to give them a 
Jackie Cooper role in ‘David Copperfield.’ 

Well, they can’t all be Henry Woodruffs or Billy Elliots, but I don’t 
suppose you ean blame them for trying. 

A paint job might do my knob a lot of good right now, as I am taking 
dead aim at a young frill from Pasadena whose old man has more folding 
money than Donald Nelson has troubles. The other day a producer’s 
ancient secretary, who will never see 40 again, called me ‘Pop.’ The gals 
all say I look like a distinguished retired banker. Well you have a rough 
idea what they expect from a banker and that’s what I AIN’T GOT (to 
go Mencken on you’). 

The tipoff on an old codger is to watch him open the morning news- 
paper. He goes for the obituary column right off the bat...He wants to 
see whom he has outlasted. A lot of the boys, too many in fact, are creep- 
ing into the summaries of the geezer with the scythe. George M. Cohan’s 
passing affected everyone in the show business. Death was a great shock 

.When history is written George will be up there with Booth, Irving, 
Sothern, Will Rogers and the rest of the stage’s immortals. 

We were still mourning George when we got the news of Charley Pope 

.Another victim of the Great White Way booked over the great divide. 
A nice guy, Charley Pope. He made it fast and spent it fast. Gave more 
money away by accident than most of the Broadway Carnegies do on 
purpose. He had a million dollars once and it lasted him about a year... 

He came up from Florida where his father was Lieutenant Governor, 
around 1910. Pope was contemporary with Frank Bohm, William Morris 
and Murray Feil. Around the time when the Paramount theatre was the 
Putnam bldg., Charley and I had a lot of laughs together. One day we 
decided to play some handball before we went to the races. We went up 
to the Friars gym. Charley had $3,700 in big bills in his kick. 

When we changed to gym clothes, Charley put the $3,700 in a special 
‘pocket he had in his sweat shirt. When we got out to the track that 


afternoon, Charley discovered that he had forgotten to put the dough 
back in his street clothing. 





I wanted to go right back to the club, but he wouldn't let me. He aaid, 
‘If it’s gone at all...it’s gone by now.’ ‘Well, I hope it’s still there,’ I said, 
‘who would look in the pocket of an old sweatshirt?’ ‘Well, if anybody 


‘I hope it’s Dick Savage; 


cym 


does steal it,’ Charley said, 
Dick Savage was 
got back the money 


he’s got five kids.’ 

and a square-shooter...When we 
and Charley was so tickled he gave 
Dick $200. One day we our way to Empire racetrack wt we 
passed the Hospital for Incurable Children. Charlie pulled up at the curb. 
He took out a thousand dollar bill and handed it to me. We could see the 
kids sunning themselves on the porch Like sparrows in a cage. ‘Go in 
and give that grand to the head nurse,’ he told me, ‘tell her to buy those 
kids some ice cream.’ We took it on the chin that afternoon at the track. 
We didn’t have a winner. On the way back, as we passed the hospital, he 
looked up and said...‘Well, that’s a thousand the bookies didn’t get.’ 
Stella Hammerstein...Oscar Hammerstein’s 
daughter, a brilliant and competent woman. He had first-hand knowledge 
of all the Hammerstein real estate transactions. Paramount had built a 
theatre, the Rialto, on the sight of the old Hammerstein’s Victoria. Par 
|forgot to renew its land lease and that slight oversight cost it $200,000. 
Charlie told Paramount theatre off the property or the wreckers 


our attendant 
was there okay 
were on 


Charlie was married to 


to take its 








would. Par settled 
_ MANY A LAUGH WITH POPE | 

Felix Isman “and Harry Wolfe (Street & Smith) financed the deal and 
the next Monday Charlie and.I were booking at Belmont Park with a 
$50,000 bankrolls Rube Bernstein was our cashier and we had many a 
laugh with Pope. He would get down off the block and come back in a 
little while and tell me he had bet $5,000 on a horse with some other 
bookmaker. ‘Why don’t you bet us?’, I would ask him, ‘then if the horse 
loses you will still be winner of half of the money you lost.’ 

He finally came around to my way of apace One day he bet us 
1 $1,500 on a 20 to 1 shot and the horse won. He had $30,000 comin rom 
| his own ‘book. We didn’t have the money to pay Be off...He was ; the 
Only bookmaker on record who ever went broke betting himself... 

Hammerstein’s Manhattan Opera House had come upon evil days. The 
place was burdened with unpaid judgments and litigants galore. Charley 


got all of them to sign releases and sold the Manhattan to the Masonic 





order for $4,000.000 Max Steuer, the famous lawyer, was his partner. 
After they paid all the judgments they had a couple of hundred thousand 


| dollars left for 


themselves. We were 
One day, at Aqueduct, he beat the 
| 


in the money again, 
first five races...He was out in front 
clubhouse bookmakers crying like 
the clubhouse steps right before the 


about $140,000 and he had all the 
wounded doves. We were 


sitting on 
‘Who do you like? 


| last race of the day. ?’, he asked me. I told him I had a 
| whale of a tip on a horse called Carmen Pantages, a two-year-old filly 
| which was owned by George Choos. He told me I was crazy. ‘Well.’ I 
| said, ‘I’m a lot winner so I am going to bet $200 across the board...the 


lhorse is 15 to 


one.’ ‘Let me bet it for you,’ he said, ‘they think I’m a 
|sucker and maybe I can get you a better price.’ ‘Okay,’ I said. He came 
back in a little while and told me I was dowh, He got me 20, 8 and 4. 

A minute later they were off They broke out of the chute and the 
favorite, a three-to-five shot, sprinted into a five-leng:h lead. Coming into 
the stretch it looked like I was a dead pigeon. Then something happened. 
The steed in front st bled and the jock fell off. They came down the 
stretch in ding-dong fin and Carmen Pantages got up to win it by a 
whiske1 ‘Well, that’s that,’ I said, ‘let’s go home.’ He took out $5,400 
and paid me. ‘I’m sorry I didn't string along with you,’ he said, ‘but I 
didn’t.’ I bet $40,000 on that three-to-five shot that fell in the mud. And 
that’s not all I held your bet myself. Let’s hurry back to town. I want 
|to buy you a Locomobile. 


Locomobiles were a fancy price in those days and I had a tough time 
persuading him to change his mind. He used to come home from the 
track after a good day and pay the wages of all the help at the Friars. 
The club was going bad in those days and lots of time we were three or 
four weeks late with the payroll. 

Charley was always digging up broken down inventors. He had a ma- 
chine that made shaving brushes, one to every customer in a barber shop. 

Another time he tried to corner the caviar market and we used to sit 
around at night and ponder over cables from the Shah of Persia. If he 
ever did succeed in grabbing off the sturgeon eggs, you can bet on one 
thing—we would have been our own best customers. 

‘I've met a lot of hombres in my time, stock brokers and stock actors; 
Sing-Sing alumni and supreme court judges; street car conductors and 





|selves to the war conditions as 
quickly as the movies. 
‘Ours was armed for war 18 months 


| vetore Pearl Harbor.’ 


raidroad presidents; bell boys and play boys; ball players and horse play- 
ers; story writers and second story workers; newspapermen and gentle- 
men, but taking them all in all, bye and large, top and bottom, I don’t 
think I ever met a finer man that Mr. Charles Fortune Pope. 

Sleep in peace, old pal! 
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Dunlap, Rifkin, Thomas, Grassgreen 
Will Recover; Seletsky’s and Gross’ 


Widows Critical 


While still seriously ill and likely 
to be laid up for a long time, Scott 
R. Dunlap, producer of westerns for 
Monogram, is expected to recover 
from burns and lung damage suf- 
fered in the Cocoanut Grove, Boston, 
fire Nov. 28. However, it is said 
doctors may find it necessary to col- 
lapse one of his lungs. Dunlap, who 
had been under an oxygen tent, 
began to rally a little Friday (4). 

The condition of Herman Rifkin, 
v.p. of Mono and owner of the New 
England sales franchise, who was 
also under oxygen, took a turn for 
the better the last few days. He was 
not as badly hurt as Dunlap and if 
complications do not set in, will also 
pull through. 

Harry H. Thomas, New York- 
Philadelphia franchise holder for 
Monogram, whose eyesight has been 
saved by specialists, is coming along 
nicely: Starting yesterday (Tuesaay) 
he was able to sit up. 

Word received yesterday (Tues- 
day) by A. W. Smith, Jr., eastern 
sales manager for 20th-Fox, was that 
the company’s branch manager at 
Boston, Mve Grassgreen, another 
victim of the fire, is showing con- 
siderable improvement. His lungs 
were tested on Monday (7) and 
found to be functioning 50% of nor- 
mal, Smith reported. Grassgreen was 
under an oxygen tent most of last 
week. He Dunlap, Rifkin ana 
Thomas suffered burns about the 
head and hands as well as lung in- 
jury. 

Late advices 
were that Mrs 
of the chief buyer-booker for the M 
& P. circuit who died the night of 
the fire, is in a state of unconscious- 
with only the slenderest of 

held out for her recovery. 
Eugene Gross, wife of Mono- 
gram Boston salesman, is likewise 
on the danger list. Gross himself 
perished. 

Mrs. Charles Stern, who succumbed 
Saturday night (5), and Mrs, O. A. 
St. Pierre, who died Monday morn- 
ing (7), were the only casualties 
among show people since last Tues- 
day. Former was the wife of Unit- 
ed Artists’ eastern district sales man- 
ager, while Mrs. St. Pierre’s husband 
was art director for M. & P. 
Stern and St. Pierre were killed the 





yesterday (Tuesday) 


ness, 
hopes 


Mrs. 


night’ of the catastrophe.” Funeral 
services for Mrs. Stern were held 
Monday (7) in New York. 
Silverman’s Donation 
Providence, Dec, 8. 
The United Jewish War Fund in 
Providence received an additiona! 


gift of $1,560 as an afiermath of the 
Cocoanut Grove holocaust. The sum 
came Archibald 
owner of Providence’s Strand. 
had been a member of 
Jones party in Boston, but 
because he had to attend the opening 


£. 
iron 


who 


left early | 


+ 


2 Others Succumb 








| 


Hub Nitery Aftermath 


Details on the Cocoanut Grove, 
Boston, fire and ite aftermath 
throughout the land, are in the 
Nitery section. 











WB Cutting ‘Air Force’ 
After Its D. C. Preview 





After seeing a completed print 
of ‘Air Force’ in Washington last 
week, Jack L. Warner, who was 
there planning a special screening 


for Government and Army authori- 
ties, decided that the film 
cutting and had the print shipped 
back to the Coast for that purpose. 
Following it on, Warner, now in 
N. Y., seeing some of the new shows, 
leaves Friday (11) for Hot Springs, 
Ark., where he will pick up his wife, 
Ann. for the balance of the trip west. 
They are due on the Coast Friday 
(11). 

Hal Wallis, producer of ‘Air Force, 


needea 


|following Washington discussions on 


OF MW'KEE 
THEATRE 


Milwaukee, Dec, 8. 

Theatre managers here had a jit- 
tery time Friday night (4), with the 
fire department responding to three 
different theatre alarms, although 
Only one of the fires was serious, 
that at the Comet, an independent 
nabe, which suffered a $5,000 loss, 
and in which panic among 500 pa- 
trons was averted by a quick-think- 


the matter. leaves tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) for Cincinnati to confer with 
Irving Berlin on filming of ‘This Is 
the Army.’ 
to leave with him tomorrow for 
Cincy but if unable to get away, 
will train out Friday (11). Both 
were in Washington last week, com- 


ing up to N. Y. Monday morning 
(7). Other execs from the h.o. were 
also in Washington to discuss the 
picture, including Major Albert 


Warner. Ben Kalmenson, WB’s gen- 
eral sales manager, Abe Schneider, 
h.o. exec, and Mort Blumenstock, 
publicity - advertising director, re- 
turned to the h.o. Monday (7). 
Plans on ‘Air Force’ call for a 
special world premiere at the Holly- 
wood, N. Y., some time between Jan. 
8 and 15, with run to be at a scale 
of 65c to $1.25 on a continuous policy. 





ing manager. Strangely enough, the 
attraction at the Comet was ‘Rough 
Riders,’ 


starring Buck Jones, who 


lonly a few nights before succumbed 


Philip Seletsky, wife | 


} 


to burns suffered in the Cocoanut 


| Grove fire in Boston. 


Fire at the Comet started in a 


washroom where a patron had 
thrown a match or a lighted cigaret 


When Albert 


manager, smelled 


into a receptacle. 


Hothane} the 


|smoke and at once ordered the pro- | 


| picture, then had his assistant, Roy 


| couldn't be repaired in time to con- 


| 
| 


jectionists in the booth to stop the | 


announcement 
had broken 


Haack, make an 


that | 
the apparatus 


down, | 


tinue the performance and invited 
patrons to step to the boxoffice and | 
get their money back. They exited 
in orderly fashion and all were out- 


| side before they realized that a fire 


| seconds 


Both | 


} 
| 
| 
| 


|combustion in a 


; (neatregoers 


| 


the Buck | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


meeting of the Providence drive. Ed} 
Reed, manager of the Strand, who 
was with Silverman in Boston. | 
wanted to stay for the party but 
ehanged his mind--atthe last minute 
and decided to return home with 
Silverman. The $1,500 was in ad- 
dition to another rift Silverman 
made to the fund 
Bu ckJones Rites 
Hollywood, Dec. 8 

F : fo Ch (Buck) 
Jon \ t of I Cocoar t Grove 
fire in Bosto e } vester¢ 
(Mon.) wit} private nterment 

H mora pallbeare. vere W Ray 
Johnston, Charles J. Bigelow. Aus- 
tin C. Sherman, Trem Carr, Leslie 
Selander. W. S. Van Dyke, George 


Moyer, Dr. C. D. Dickey. Hugh Mc- 
Cullom and Dr. Doland Cass. 


Lewis Carroll Not a Victim 


Lewis Carroll, who missed being 
in the Boston cabaret fire disaster 
only because he was in Portland, 
Me., doing advance exploitation on 
Universal's ‘Pittsburgh,’ last week 
went through the unfortunate ex-! 
perience of being identified as one | 
of the unidentified persons in the | 
morgue. Carroll had been occupied | roll was kept busy all one day de- 
with the painful task of identify-j| nying to relatives and friends that | ther on the deal. He estimated that 
ing bodies of friends he knew on | he was a fire victim. Carroll is}the newsreel costs will run be-| 
Boston's film row who died in the | field exploitation representative for | tween $500,000 and $600.000 a year, 
fire, Sunday and Monday last week, | U in the New England territory.| with grosses estimated at around | 
and had come on to New York} Three different Carrolls were in the | $900.000. This would allow for a 
Wednesday following several fu- | Boston disaster, but not Tewig Car-)net profit of about $150,000 an- 
neral services in Boston. Fact that | roll. j nually. 


was responsible, although a few) 
later the place was envel- 
oped in flames and smoke. 

Other fires that same night were 
in the Wisconsin theatre building. The 
first blaze to bring out the fire de- 
started from spontaneous 
basement closet, 
without 
anything 
about it. The second fire that night 

the started in a} 
this was after 


partment 


and H was 


knowing 
cnow ing 


theatre 


same 


ventilating shaft,-but 


| the theatre had closed for the night, 
Silverman, | 


so caused little commotion 


} 


Subsequently, probably in February, 
six other simultaneous openings are 
being figured and if prints can be 
shipped, film will also be shown at 


that time at Pearl Harbor, in Au- 
stralia and North Africa. 
Wallis will start production on} 


‘This Is the Army’ after it completes | 


its tour, not as yet definite. Playing 
Cincinnati this week, it next goes to 
St. Louis, moves into Detroit for 


Xmas-New 
4 and 
Coast. 

Reported that 
Cincy was 


Year's, 


then 


opens in Chicago 
Jan. plays two weeks on 
the 
the 


advance sale in 
due assertealy to 


SiOW 


'lack of exploitation and local trailer- 


ing cooperation by the Ike Libson 
houses which blanket town, whereas 
in Philadelphia, for instance where 
it did big, all the Warner houses 
ran trailers on it. 


Red Tape Chills 


B on Entering 
ewsreel Prod. 


While 
to the War Labor Board how much 
film it would require for its pro- 


Warners has not 


ae * = scsed newsreej], the corm y has 
60G Fire Threatens Det. Filmery | °°**° ste mpany ha 
run into so much red t: id lac} 
Detroit, Dec, 8 tape and lack 

: of encouragement in official Tash- 

Police and firemen ordered the official Wast 


| 


Macomb theatre, Mt. Clemens, Mich., | 
emptied week when a_ $60,000} 
fire destroyed four nearby stores and| 


1 
last 


four apartments The 300. patrons _— agit g 2 > LOOK co | € = ng bev 
were unaware of the fire and the|,°... i hee “ae tee = a of ge ed : 
ara ja nn : —— pineal — gi rut 5 inde ood o be doubtful 
house. The show was halted and they| “a, See ; 
svi ¢ € D¢ { 
lias eve g t ¢ t ) 
The 1:1ea Te na a gg é e ¢ f e 
eq I ¢ ) e A a S« - f epi tea i la ) 
ridge Fiel S ted jus > WB Pa ree 
ne I é N 0d } ed fo a e- é f e 
e} € f tO e ast 
) ( ce ) - - 
‘ H. M. Warner East 
b b Ho . ( De 8 
She ll Lead Em On Ha VI. Wa é f ¢ € veek 
aia: for New York, ere e wv take | 
Hollywood. Dec. 8. ip with his board of directors the 
20th-Fox assigned Anna Sten to |'™atter of possible purchase of mes 
the co-starring role opposite George | 8KO Pathe newsreel. The WB 
Sanders in ‘School For Saboteurs.’ Pr eRys agrcaiaiae to on a er 
Edward Ludwig directs and Lee; "@Wsreel in the field, has offered 
$3.000.000, but RKO wants that 


Marcus produces, 








ington quarters that it is 
chilling on the project. 


Meantime, in 


reported 


the face 


of the dis- 


amount net after tne 


t been 
taken care of. 


tax Nas 


he could not be located in Boston 

made the mistaken identity all the Warner admits that the $3,000,000 

more feasible. figure ig about the price RKO 
the error was that Car- | wants, but he is anxious to get the 


Result of 


WB board’s nod before going fur- 


? 


os or 
| 
| which will probably be sold singly 


Charlie Einfeld hopes | 


indicated: } 


Harmon Stresses Need to Keep Screen 


| 





PRC Sets India Pact 


Producers Releasing Corp. has 
inked a pact with Ashad Ali Hajj of 
Bombay, India, for distribution of 
its product in the East. Deal covers 


porarily), Ceylon, Afghanistan, 
Baluchistan, Bhutan and Napal. 
Contract is for all PRC product for 
10 years, starting with 1940-41 and 
running through 1949-50. It was set 
by Robert D. Socas, PRC foreign 
manager, and Haji, in New York. 








As Entertainment: WAC Meet Points 
Up Industry Wartime Transition 


Several salient points emerged 
from discussions during the film in- 
dustry’s War Activities Committee 
jannual meeting in New York, Mon- 


Burma (the Japs are in there tem- | 


day (7), indicating the 
tion which the trade is 
as a result of the war. 
George J. Schaefer. 
the WAC, revealed 


transformae 
undergoing 
These are: 

chairman of 
that the Army 


|and Navy recently asked for the de- 


livery of 92.000,000 square feet of 16 
mm, raw stock (approximately 1.- 


| 800,000,000 linear feet) which is more 


WB PROFIT UP 


OVER $3,000,000 
TO $8.554,512 


Showing an increase of more than 
$3,000,000 over the previous 
for the fiscal year which ended last 
Aug. 31 totaled $8,554,512. In fiscal 
year August, 1941, the 
operating profit was $5,429,302. The 
it had received 


ending in 





noted that 


company 
ing of substantially all previously 
Britain, 
the fourth quarter profit of $3,182,637 


impounded money in Great 


rather obviously partly reflecting 
this. Last year the same quarter net 
| was only $995,857. 


Warner 


} per common 


earnings are equal to $2.20 


share as against $1.36 


viding for current year’s dividend on 
the preferred shares. Unpaid divi- 
dends on the preferred amounted to 
$33.69 per share as of Aug. 31 last. 

Warners’ earnings were the great- 


perity wave, when $5,875,183 was re- 
ported. Showing this year was made 
despite a writeoff of $8.250.000 for 
| Federal income taxes as contrasted 
with only $1,606.000 in the 
fiscal year. 

| Gross income, afte 
| ter-company transac 





previous 


r eliminating in- 


fiscal 
year, Warner Bros. operating profit 





| virtually 100% 


than the Eastman capacity for a full 
year. (A graphic illustration of the 
raw stock situation). 


Fred Beetson, representing the 
Hollywood division of WAC, said 
that the change now going on in 
production was as great as when 
producers went from _ silents to 
sound 


Walter C. Ament, chairman of the 
newsreel division, presented figures 
showing that 78.3% of all 
clips from Dec. 8, 1941 to Nov. 19, 
1942, were filmed in cooperation 
with U. S. policy in prosecution of 
the war and that newsreels are now 
attuned to this pol- 


newsreel 


icy. 

Francis S. Harmon, executive 
vice-chairman of the WAC, reported 
that he was in receipt of a letter 
from Lowell Mellett, Coordinator of 
Government Films, stating that ‘we 


| are not planning to go deeper’ into 


$5,245,726 as a result of the unfreez- | 


film production. 


Speaking on the necessity for 
safeguarding the screen’s primary 


function entertainment — Harmon 
said he was pleased that Mellett 
spoke of producing only a ‘limited 
number of factual, informational 


| films, four to nine minutes in length.’ 


in the previous fiscal year, after pro- | 


He noted that two Government 
shorts which recently ran in suc- 


} 
l 
| 
! 


program ina 
theatre brought ‘a 
the audience. Har- 
such an audience 
not be viewed with- 
because when an audi- 
the opportunity of pre- 


on the same 
Broadway 
sigh’ from 
mon added that 
reaction could 
out concern 
ence walks, 


cession 
l- . 
large 


deep 


|} senting a Government message goes 


est in more than 12 years. highest 
previous profit being for the fiscal | 
year ending in 1937. peak of pros- 


also. 
‘Single War Chest’ 
Harmon stated that the end of in- 
numerable war drives was in sight, 
‘probably within six months.’ when 
it is likely that there will be a pool- 
g of all campaigns via a 
U. S. war chest. 
Referring to 


gasoline 


iY single 
raw 
and ail 
iems, Harmon 


4 


stock, fuel, oil, 
-conditioning 


said 


prob- 


that a tighter 


| situation was to be expected but that 


| tions, Was 3119.- 
| 271,544, as compared with $102,293.- 
170 in the previous year. The re- | 
erve for contingencies includes $2.,- 
158,635 in respect of the net assets 
in foreign cduniries of subsid on- 
solidated in the report 


assets of 


31 date, and 


The report shows current 
$38,779,695 as of the Aug 


$9.550.223 cash and $26.096.868 cur- 
!rent liabilities which are included 
|A year earlier the current as 


were $28.747.292, and of this cash 
amounted to $7,431.249. 
Warner report listed that a British 


subsidiary was indebted to an Eng- 
lish bank for $2,125.803 528.150 
pounds) as yf last As 3} Gah. "ie F 
guaranteed in full by Warner Bros 
and in part bv two-British sub i 
and is secured by the company's : 
estment in Associated Brit Pic- 
t { i 
e B ; 


WB ANNUAL EARNINGS, 1930-42 


m0 $7.0 
193 7.9] 
93 4.09 
193 f ) 
1934 _ #9 
C5) wpe 674,159 
1936 eam Seaweuee 
ae ‘ ; ere 5.875.183 
| re ren ree eee ee 1,929,721 
to: ee eer rere 1.740.908 
SE kok 4%. bh a a 6. @yte1, 402 
IPRs cekcdeviceecetepeeness. . Cee 
(1941 by Quarters) 
First quarter..........$1,2/6,316 
Second quarter......+ 1.506.228 
‘Sere GQUATIED occ ese sees 1.650.901 
Fourth quartet 995.857 
1942 8.554.512 
(1942 by Quarters) 
First Quarter... scccses $2.079.601 
Second quarter........ 1.723.654 
Third quarter.....0. . 1.568.620 
Fourth quarter........ 3,182,637 
* Deficit 


it would not 


y; that‘ we w 


prove fatal to the 


ll*be able to cone 


in- 


|} tinue our service to soldier, sailor 
end civiliar Touching on the new- 
ly inereased importance af the War 
Manpower Commission, Harmon said 


he hoped that, as a result. ‘the value 


j of the present services of our tech- 
niéia will be weighed avainst the 


i i 
value of their possible contribution 


to the var effort elsewhere, before 
they are taken from us.’ 

oan tr. 

The WAC vice-chairman § stated 


that there would be a marked 
trengthening of the War Depart- 
ent Special Service Branch, 

h would facilitate the produc- 

d pmer of mor 16 mm 

I p € to me ] CO yat 

f He ed a nst e 


SET $100,000 BUDGET 


FOR WAC WORK IN ’43 


i L >LU0_00F 943 ; 
A’ \ Cc ‘ . , 
, Mo (7). Ge r 
J S ‘ f a re-€ ed am 
Franc H ) - 1irma 
if e WAC ( to be iised 
¢ ne T Nn ) ¢ at 
t and e D 
Si Fabia WAC trea ¢ vas 
elected ( a ma I tne theatres 
di ol succeeding Tosept Bern- 
nar no wa app ted nonoraryv 
cha { of f livisior \ t 
Mave is named WAC ea e! 
eeding Si Fabian: Phil Reisman 
eplaced Joseph Seidelman as an ex 
officio chairma yf the foreign man- 
ager division. 
Spy Skoura Nate Blumberg 
and Kenneth Thomson were added 


comm 


ttee of the 


p 
officlo capacity 


+} ’ vu 
9 1e coordinating 
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Wednesday, December 9, 1912 





LIFE BEGINS AT 8:30 


Hollywood, Dec. 4. 
re Ve f N y 








r ( Kr ise f : 
sta Monty Ws 
‘ i ttures Cornel W 
, e Cooper, J. Eds 
breombe \ wm Demare Directe? 
l x k h Screenplas by Nun liy 
) f in Williar 
kK ‘ ' t 
i I ! n | D 12 
hKounr x 1 St MINS 
Madde I s Mor Wool 
Kathi Thomas. ..ccecccoves Ida Lupin 
} ‘ \\ 
Mi I s All 
PUTED . nw on eevecdeorn Mely ( 
( J Ie ‘ I € 
Oicer ...ccccceees William Den est 
Produc Hal K. Dawson 
s eal MecNan William Halligan 
Anneunce .Milton Parsons 
Mrs. Span -inez Palang 
Mr. Span Chirt I. q ree 
Policeman ...----+eeeerees Jame Flavin 
Ruthie eerereTe cooccee Pay TCIM 
Fico PROF sccevvcese Wheaton Chambers 
Cab Driver Secaeestansseeees . Bud Geary 
Dies sei Lskenewenesees Colin Campbei 
OS err ee = ae Netta Packer 
Bartender .. Jol, Lee Phelps 
‘Life Begins at 8:30" is a film ver- 


sion of London play of two years 
ago, originally presented under title 
of ‘The Light In Heart.’ Producer- 
writer Nunnally Johnson deftly 
switched locale from London to New 
York. accentuating the dramatic val- 
ues of the piece, to provide Monty 
Woolley with opportunity to deliver 
a spotlighted performance. Picture 
pravides pair of solid performances 
by Woolley and Ida Lupino that will 
catch critical attention 
ropolitan keys. Woman's sacrifice 
motif will catch coin of the femme 
sectors to roll picture through the 
major first runs for profitable biz, 
and this factor should hold it up for 
the subsequent houses. ’ 

Woolley plays a former dramatic 
stage star who is washed up in the 
business for periodic tippling, but 
still tosses caustic remarks at both 
his intimates and at the theatre. Es- 
tablished in cheap tenement quar- 
ters with his daughter, Ida Lupino, 
latter sacrifices herself to take care 
of him and overlook his periodics 
until love smacks her in person of 


Cornel Wilde, young composer, who | 


eventually assists in expected come- 
back of Woolley for star spot in 
‘King Lear.’ 
drunk for the opening night, after 
the young couple has planned to be 
married the following day, situations 
are squared away only after Woolley 
first tries to keep his daughter at his 
side, but finally lets her go to hap- 
piness while he takes the easy road 
with a rich old flame with reluc- 
tancy. 

Woolley accentuates interest in the 
slow-tempoed and talky script with 
an arresting delineation as the for- 
mer star whose sarcastic and witty 
barbs are tossed around with aban- 
don. As described in the lines, ‘he’s 
a god-on the stage—but a rat off.’ 
Miss Lupino is close behind for the 


second spot of prominence as the 
sacrificial daughter, who finally 
chooses love over paternal instinct. | 


Cornel Wilde delivers neatly as the 
romantic interest, whiie strong sup- 
port is provided by Sara Allgood, 
Melville Cooper, J. Edward Brom- 
berg and William Demarest. 


Drama is mainly of intimate na- 


ture between Woolley and Miss Lu- 
ping, with other characters second- 
ary. Direction by Irving Pichel con- 


between 
to point 
to make decision 
father or 


finding new happiness in marriage to 


centrates on 
father and 
the latter 
between 


the by-play 
daughter where 
forced 


continuing with 


Wilde. Script revisions to transform 
what appeared to be a static play 
to film purposes, have been deftly 
e:cecuted by producer-writer John- 
efor T+’ ~~ eee n "oa 7-1: launiit 
oU it viitudliy GA VULeCroeL sd y VUE, 
with major portion of the action 


taking place in the tenement rooms, 
but Woolley holds attention through- 
out despite the continuous talk en 
route. Walt 


Stand By For Action 


Hollywood, Dec. 7 


re ) se Robert Z I nard-Or- 
v ) ) ‘ tlor directed by Le i- 
a? “t PD ohyg Ts» et 
lor ¢ I n Dor v V 
I € 1 . D 
o} } | an . 
—M om « gir I Ca} H 
. i - 
€ ha R her 1 ( 


J G Masterman Robert Taylor 
l Con M I. Robert Brian Dor 

I Adn Step n Tl nas c. 2 iz? 

« Ye H hnson . W. Brer iT 
\ ¢ (al Marilyn Max l 
er Stone, M.C : ; Henry O' ] 
M Collir Mart Linden | 


Chill W 





‘ B 1's Mate Jenks 
‘ ! \ Douglass Dumbrille | 
Er yn Lindsay : Riehard Quit 
Flag Lieut. Dudley....... Wm. Tannen 
Er n Martin Douglas Fowley 
Lieut. Tim Ryai ; Tim Ryan 
Lieut. (J. G.b Rover Dick Simmons 
Pharm. Mate ‘De Miller...Byron Foulger 
Carp Mat Chi} .-Hobart Cavanaugh 
Susan Garrison ...+. Inez Cooper 
Chief Q’termaster Rankin $ Ben Welden 
Chief Signa! ? .Harr leischman 
‘Stand By For Action’ hits the 


high seas in best Navy tradition, and 


will smack theatre boxoffices for 
heavy grosses and holdovers. It’s 
solid, pithy and attention-arresting 
melodrama. Expertly developed 


with maximum of patriotic flavor to 


make every American proud of his | 


country’s fleet and the officers in 
command. 

Robert Taylor, Brian Don- 
levy and Charles Laughton provid- 
ing marquee brilliance, and an out- | 
standing, but brief performance, by 
Walter Brennan, picture focuses au- 


With 


in the met- | 


When the old actor gets | 


| that it ran only 45 minutes 


- | cash 


-| ing 


dience attention throughout its 
tensive running time 


ex- | 
There's plenty | 


Miniature Reviews 


| of adventurous aspects for male cus- | 


carries the un- 
for this type of 


tomers, 
usual 


but picture 
women’s angle 


entertainment by having en American | 


destroyer pick up a life-boat of 
babies from a torpedoed ship and 
turning youngsters over to the min- 
strations of the destroyer’s crew. 
Femmes will get kick out of the 


intimate, though brief, episodes dis- | 


maternal 
aiter the 


playing sailors ‘n_ typical 
, roles, even when, nd 
battle is on. 


Story is a basically usual one of | 


a youth’s regeneration when faced 
With responsibilities on firing line. 
Taylor, socialite type officer from 


| Harvard and Naval Reserve, is called 
| to active duty when wer hits. He's 
| assigned as aide to crusty and blis- 
tering old Admiral Laughton, com- 
| mandant of 3an Francisco Naval 
| Base, but determined to get sea duty. 
| Donlevy was recalled from last war 
| duty, after rising from ranks, with 
| true Navy training and _ traditions, 
to lieutenant commander rank. He's 
placed in command of an antiquated 
| four-stack destroyer. ‘Yor the start 
of this war we must use the last 
war's ships,’ he’s told. On a shake- 
| down cruise, orders come to join 
mainland convoy as escort, and 
there’s full speed race through heavy 
seas and storm with pickup of 
lifeboat filled with cargo of babies 
and two women en route. Joining the 
convoy with Laughton as the ad- 
'miral on the flagship, there’s a Jap 
| plane attack and Nip battleship on 
| horizon. Resourceful Donlevy, to 
| Save convoy, orders smokescreen laid 
| down and informs Taylor of his pro- 
| posed attack against the battlewagon 
| by lone destroyer. Thrilling battle 
| develops with destroyer 
jin sinking Jap battleship, Taylor 
c-rrying out the plan when Don- 
levy is injured. Convoy is saved. 
Donlevy, Taylor and Brennan are 
| decorated, and put to sea again for 
| further duty with everybody happy, 
| including the audieuce. 
Story is basically lusty and vigor- 
|} ous melodrama in best cinematic 
| tradition, produced in  widescope 


entation, with Marine process and 
special effects eryecuted by Arnold 
Gillespie and Don Jahraus masterful 


and the best seen on screen to date. 
| Timely and in tune with current 
|; American naval victories in the 
Pacific, picture will catch patriotic 


| fervor of American public in a big 
| way. 

_ Robert Z. Leonard’s direction is 
inspirational and unfolds at consist- 
| entl. lively pace throughout, in ad- 
| dition to accentuating dramatic ele- 
| ments of the tale. Leonard moves his 
| characters with deft skill in situa- 
tions generated by compactly written 


|} script. Walt. 

aiineihtagsacale 

| SALUDOS 

(Songs) 
(COLOR) 

Buenos Aires, Dec. 2. 
RKO releas f Walt Disney production 
Artists: Janet and Larry Lansbury james 
Kodrero, Franklin Thomas, Norman Fergu 
son, Ted Sears William Cottrel ‘ Lee 
Mary Blair, Herbert W. R n, Jack Miller. 
General musie by C rles Wolecot narratot 

of Spanish version, Alberto Soria pecial Ar- 
entine assistant Florenci Molina art 

production and a ‘ \ Dis- 
ney Reviewed at the Arm) id Rye 
Aires Running t r 15 MINS. 

(Spanish Version) 
Designed especially for Latin 
American showing, Walt Disney’s 

| ‘Saludos’ looks like not only a strong, 
potential goodwill builder, but a po- 
tential b.o. smash as well. It’s sup- 
posedly a record of Disney’s tour to 
L.A. last year, but merely to de- 
scribe it as a series of Disney car- 


toons hung on a Technicolored thread | 


hardly does it justice. As presented 
|here in the Spanish makeup (Por- 
| tuguese version was used in Brazil), 
it is a quick-moving, 
ried, excellently produced job that, 
lending in a sock finale, made most 
|of the customers protest principally 


B.o. re- 


constantiy va- 


sult in Buenos Aires, as well as pre- 
| vious click in Rio de Janeiro, indi- | 
cates that it is }USt as strong with tne 


customers as with the hemi- 
| sphere harmonists It’s being sold 
day and date at tilted scale. 


Whether it'll have the same inter- 

| est in the States is hard to tell since 

1| audiences here, in Brazil and in 
| Chile have been particularly inter- 

ested in seeing their own native 

| scenes and customs through the eyes 
of Disney and crew. Unlike most 


Disneys, which have been given on- 
|the-spot Latin American sound 
| tracks, this one was cooked up en- 
tirely in Hollywood, Disney appar- 
jently feeling he did enough research- 
while on his two-month tour. 
| Film was suggested by, and has the 
blessing of, Nelson Rockefeller’s 
Office of Coordinator of Inter-Amer- 
ican Affairs. 

Pic opens with the Disney party 
boarding a Pan-American Clipper 
while Spanish speaker, Alberto So- 
ria, Hollywood correspondent for 
numerous Latin mags, tells of the 
|start of the journey. Disney pen- 


and-inkers soon get in and with 


maps give quick 0.0. to Bolivia, Chile, | 


Argentina and Brazil. Other coun- 


tries are not covered in ‘Saludos,’ it | 


being Disney's plan to include se- 

quences on them in a followup. First 
switches over neatly from 
le (shot in 16 mm an 1 eT 





successful | 


style for maximum production pres- | 





| ‘Life Begins At 8:30’ (20th). 

Monty Woolley’s performance 
| insures this one profitable 
| grosses in the regular runs as 


| solo or billtopper. 

‘Stand By for Action’ (M-G). 
| Sock Naval yarn with Taylor, 
; Donlevy and Laughton, starred. 

‘Saludos’ (Disney-RKO) (Span- 
| ish version). A smash. 

‘China Girl’ (20th). Adventure 
| meller in the Orient pre-Pearl 
| Harbor; needs hypo. 

‘Gorrilla Man’ (WB). Lesser 
dualer. Misleading title; it’s a 
Commando tale. 

‘Over My Dead Body’ 20th. 
Ineffectual whodunit comedy 
misses. Strictly filler for duals. 

‘Time to Kill’ (20th). Latest 
entry in the Michael Shayne 
whodunit adventure series. Good 
entertainment for program 
houses, 

‘We Are the Marines’ (20th). 
March of Time and the Marines 
land, featuring devildog training 
and accomplishments. 

‘American Empire’ (UA). Bet- 
ter-than-average western star- 
ring Richard Dix, Preston Foster 
and Leo Carrillo. 


‘Madame Spy’ (U). Obvious 
spy meller on boresome side. 
A dualer. 


‘Behind the Eight Ball’ (U) 
(Songs). Ritz Bros’ zany antics 
in OK filmusical. Program sup- 
porter for duals. 


‘Ridin’ Down The Canyon’ 
(Rep). Roy Rvgers and the 
Sons of the Pioneers in good 
western. 

‘Phantom Killer’ (Mono). 
Murder mystery that classes 


above average for low-budgeters. 
‘Sheriff of Sage Valley’ (PRC). 





Very good western starring 
| Buster Crabbe 








| larged) to Donald Duck visiting Lake 
| Titicaca, world’s highest inland wa- 
terway. This is typical Donald, ex- 
cept that the background has been 
faithfully followed and the humor 
| based on actual customs and facts. 
| In this sequence, and through the 
| film, in fact, Donald and Goofy (who 
is featured in the Argentine se- 
|quence) are the Norteamericanos 
| who become the fall guys. Disney 
| has been careful that in getting his 
| laughs, the gags are not on our Good 
| Neighbors, but rather on the Yan- 
| quis. Donald, a typical tourist, for 
|example, gets out his Leica for a 
|shot at an Indian papoose, only to 
have the kid pop out of his portable 
\ and amaze the quacker by 
grabbing off his shot before Donald 
can let go a squawk. 

Second sequence tells the story of 
a tiny Chilean plane that longs to 
carry the mail across the Andes be- 


Pwiowom 
} Wap, veal 
| 


|} tween Mendoza and Santiago de 
;Chile. There has been some crit- 


icism of this sequence, especially in 
| Santiago, mainly on the basis that it 
| doesn’t show anything truly Chilean, 
but it’s a kind of good-natured grous- 
ing 
Third sequence, in which Goofy is 
siarred, zips him from Texas to the 
Argentine pampas. At preview here 
| there had been some carping by a 


|few hair-splitters, but both the 
iscribblers and the cash customers 
|} went all out in their guffawing at 


| the characterization and their agree- 


ijment that the Disney gang aad 
| turned out a ‘simpatico’ result. Asa 
| cowboy turned gaucho, Goofy zets 


| the worst of it from his pampas ‘ca- 
ballo, but Disney’s handling of 
pampas customs makes them’ enter- 
taining for both the localites and 
those who don’t know the locale con- 
cerned. 

Strongest and most effective se- 
} quence, both from a comedy and a 
dramatic point of view, is the Bra- 
zilian, which features Ary Barroso’s 
|famed ‘Acuarela do Brasil.” ‘This 
|number, originally written some 
| years ago for Carnival, is now prac- 





| tically a Brazilian anthem and al- 
|} ready widely known in the States. 
|To tell the Brazilian yarn, Donald 


introduces a new character, Joe Cari- 
| oca, based on the Brazilian papa- 
i gayo. Don's 
never met anybody like Jose. Jose 
| Oliveira, known professionally in Rio 
|as Zezinho, proceeds to give 
a view of the sights, 
famed casinos, Urca and Copacabana, 
a lesson in the samba, and a try at 
Rio’s sidewalk-cafe rounding. For 
the high spot of this sequence Dis- 
ney uses a paint-brush technique, 
a brush dipping into a pot of color 
}as the ‘Aquarela’ opens and moving 
across the screen first to form a 
waterfall that develops into a bril- 
i; liant jungle scene, next moving to 
| draw brilliantly plumaged birds, etc. 
|It’s as good a sequence as Disney 
has ever done, and so far superior to 
| anything else in the film that it made 
leven nationalist-minded Argentine 
| and Chilean critics admit that Brazil 
had come off in first place as far as 
| ‘Saludos’ honors were concerned. 
Photographic sequencs 
good as the rest of the fil: 


are not as 
| 


|enlargement from 16 to 35-mm. be- 
ing obvious, but manne which 
‘Saludos’ has been conceived and 


a smart cookie, but he’s | 


Don | 
including the | 


executed is generally excellent. 
Word-of-mouth has already gone far 
ahead of the scribblers, particularly 
in Argentina, and film has had a 
particularly strong publicity build- 
up, with special openings in all Latin 
capitals. Ray. 


CHINA GIRL 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


lease of Ben Hecht production 
Tierney, George Montgomery 
features Victor McLaglen 
Hathaway Screenplay, 


20th-Fox re 
Gene 
and Lynn Bari; 
Directed by Henry 


Stars 


Ben Hecht; based on story by Melville 
Crossman: camera, Lee Garmes: editor, 
James B. Clark Tradeshown in Is. A., 
Dec. 4, ‘42 Running time, 95 MINS. 
Deine WOund. ...ccscrece .....-Gene Tierney 
Johnny Williams...... George Montgomery 
Captain FER... ..cccscscesccvcssss Lynn Bari 
Major Bull Weed........-. Victor McLaglien 
Jones —ibe0600 6058608000468 Alan Baxter 
Farani .-ceccccces ececces , Sie Rutnan 
BOtEe 2 nccccces ee eeeeee> Myron MeCormick 
Chinese OT. caceateeweeecenés Bobby Blake 
entertainer ..... ceseceneeet Ann Pennington 
Tr, WOURE. ccocscccecccccosesces Philip Ahn 
BRBIMGR ccc ccccccvccvcvcoscesses .Tom Neal 
Japanese Colonel.........++++-> Paul Fung 
Desk Clerk wan Lal Chand Mehra 
Doctor ; Kam Tong 
Title obviously tabs this one 


as a meller in the Orient; and c- 
ture quickly introduces the audi- 
ence to Jap intrigues and Chinese 
opposition prior to Pearl Harbor. 


With lightweight voltage of Gene 
Tierney, George Montgomery and 
Lynn Bari for marquee dressing, 


picture needs plenty of hypo to get 
it through the major first runs with- 
o: strong support. 

Ben Hecht is listed as producer 
and scripter of this original by Mel- 
ville Crossman, which is usually 
Darryl Zanuck’s nom de plume when 
screen-scripting. 

Plot has George vlontgomery, as an 
American newsreel cameraman in 
Mandalay, falling in love with an} 
American - educated Chinese _ girl, 
Gene Tierney. There are the usual 
Ja) intrigue and paid spies in per- 


which the commando officer js 
painted as a dumb individual be- 
cause of not getting to headquarters 
to round up the Nazi agents imme- 
diately, he does the job solo in reg- 
ulation scenario style. : 
Cast is adequate, while Director 
D. Ross Lederman has the impossible 
task of giving credence to the wild- 








sons of Lynn Bari and Victor Mc- 
Laglen, who try to get Montgomery 
into their clutches to turn over to 
the Nips—and finale bombardment of 
Kunming for tragic death of the 
Chinese girl after Montgomery has 
hastened to the city via air. 

There’s quite a lot of intimate mel- 
ocramatics along the route, with 
Miss Bari and McLaglen convenient- 
ly getting Montgomery out of Jap- 
anese-occupied Luchow for flight to 
Mandalay; later pitches of Miss Bari 
for the American’s affections; and 
final disclosure of the pair’s 1u- 
plicity. Romance between the cam- 
eraman and the Chinese aristocrat 
never seems to hit the warm stage. 

Only angle for audience attention 


is the setting of China under Jap 
r-'e and bombing prior to Pearl | 
Harbor, with romance of minor in- 
terest due to inadequacies of the 
script and original yarn. Otherwise, 
it’s regulation stuff that has been 
re-told many times—and more re- 


freshingly—on the screen. 
Although Montgomery carries the 


footage as the loosely loving and 
living American adventurer, Miss 
Bari is spotlighted as the gal who 
falls for him in a big way, easilv 
shunting efforts of Miss Tierney into 
the backgrouna. Latter is adequate, 
while McLaglen displays his usua 


rough-tough character. Good 


| Linda Conquest as pecan cee: ae 


sup- 


port includes little Bobby Blake, Sig | 


Ruman, Myron McCormick and Alan 





| Baxter 





with the | 


Henry Hathaway directed the col- 
orful background . his usually okay 


style, while production values are 


sturdy throughout. Ending is ab- 
rupt and unsatisfactory for ‘he 
lengthy running time, with the re- | 


sourceful Montgomery 


gunning the Jap flyers at 
while his Chinese 
from their bullets. 


Kunming, 
sweetheart dies 
Walt 


GORILLA MAN 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 


Title of this one will mislead cus- 
tomers Instead of being a thrill 
shocker, it’s a highly incredible tale 
of German spies operating in Eng- 
land. At best, it must be content 
with filler bookings in the second- 
ary houses, where audiences are not 
concerned with plausibility in screen 
dramatics. 


John Loder is a captain in the | 
British commandos, who returns 
from a Continental raid suffering 
from shock, but with vital informa- 
tion for the military. German spies, 
P»ul Cavanaugh and John Abbott, 


steer him to their private sanatori- 


machine- | 


ly-dreamed tale unfolded. Picture 
is of low budget proportions 
throughout. Walt. 
Hollywood, Dec. 4. 
20th-Fox release of Walter Morosco pro- 
duction. Stars Milton Berle, Mary Beth 
Hughes. Directed by Malcelm St. Clair. 
Sereenplay by Edward James, from rove! 
by James O'Hanlon; camera, Lucien An- 
driot; editor, J. Watson Webb. Tradeshown 
in L. A., Dec. 3, ‘42. Running time, 67 
MINS. 
Se .Milton Berle 
Patricia Cordry.........Mary Beth Hughes 
MOREE. cc crcocsecs eebocees Reginald Denny 
Se bb6668 dhbécue Frank Orth 
0 er ebeoveves William Davidson 
| ST eee Wonderful Smith 
Petie Stuyvesant........ 1. Patrick O'Malley 
5 6 tak oe ebb OOue 5s George M. Carleton 
District Attormey.......... John Hamilton 
Ds cebeebee 68G0ab0K5% 64 cake re Jill Warren 
PU sn 06eeeaeees ° Milton Parsons 
PUTTS. ccoccccses ecoccecsee.-+-1s@On Belasco 
Mardley.....-.e« eeccese -Charies Trowbridge 
Jimmie......csccccesceee+.- Bud McCallister 
Court Clerk....... TITTrrTre ...Cyril Ring 
Ser eocecsocecs Edwin August 
Captain Grady........e..6..-Emory Parnell 
BOPMORME. .ccccccsescceeses ee....- Kd Gargan 
ee SEE CET ee {Don Dillaway 
iGeorge Riley 
BORA. .ccceevese George Andre Beranger 
Woman Reporter......... Frances Morris 
ROD. iu wok ns) 00a Ok BRO Joseph J. Weston 


Studio misses out in attempting to 
use the comedic talents of Milton 
Berle in this dull and boresome at- 
tempt to generate comedy twists to a 
murder mystery. It’s for the lesser 
duals, 

Uninteresting and sophomoric tale 
stretches credulity of even the jJuven- 
ile audiences. Berle is a striving but 
unsuccessful Hollywood writer who 
concocts a murder mystery and then 
sells the idea to conniving partners 
of a financier who has apparenily 
committed suicide. Idea_ is_ that 
Berle will have suspicion turned on 
him as murder suspect, so that sui- 
cide angle will not reflect on the 
firm. It’s up to him to get out of 
murder rap after he gives the cops 
an angle. But script backfires and 
Berle is viven a court trial, with 
script striving for comedy angles 
with little effect. Berle uncovers 
the real murderer in the courtroom, 
but by that time it’s too late. 

Berle and director Mal St. Clair 
strive hard to liven things but both 
are handcuffed by the script and 
story provided Walt. 


TIME TO KILL 
Dec. 5. 


lease f Sol M. 
Lloyd Nolan 
Scraanplay 
based on novel 
character Mi- 
Brett Halliday; 
editor Alfred i ay 
Tradeshown in L. A. Dee. 4, 42. Burning 
time, 61 MINS. 
Michael Shayne : Liovd Nolan 
Merle oe Heather Ancel 
rrick 
Byrd 


i.ane 


Hollywood, 


20th iryv-Fox re 
Wourtze production Stars 
Directed 1 Herbert I. Leeds 
by Clarence Upson Young 
by Haymond Chandier, and 
hae) Shayne’ created by 


mmera, Charles Clarke 


Cent 


lL. i 
Louis Vente soeenns 
Lieute BreeS@...ccssecs Richard 
ois Morns ocngees She Bromley 
Vex Mi Mori Ankrum 


li Murdock 


ti 
\Williims 
Headwaite ae Ledtos Mason 
OT are cet ° havi Kennedy 
Cruilfoyie 
len Flint 


Tl VW 


Manage bee o8 Paul 


Mare Pesnee was “eae H 


‘Time to Kill’ details further ad- 
ventures of the resourceful Michael 
Shayne, and, developing at a consist 
ently fast pace, provides okay enter- 


tainment of its type to fit neatly as, 


supporting fare in the regular pro- 
gram houses. 

Story runs true to 
which has been set up 
vious issues of the series. Shane is 
called in to recover a valuable coin 
for the rich and crusty recluse, Ethel 


formula 
for the pre- 


the 


Griffies, and along the,trail gets in 
|! volved in three murders that are 
| committed to cover up the coun-cer- 
feiting of the collector's item. Lioyd 
Nolar the aggressive and int 


| variou 


Warne Bros production ind = =release 
Features John Loder Ruth Ford Marian 
Hall, Richard Fraser Directed by D. Noss 
Lederman, Original creenplay by \n- 
thony Coldeway camer: lame. Van 
Tree editor James Gibbon Tradeshown 
De 7 42 Running time, 64 MINS, 
Capt. Craig Killian John Lode 
janet D ! : Ruth Ford 
Pa cla Dey eee oe Marian Hall 
Walter Sibley eee ee Richard Frase 
D1 le wien bhp heme’ a Paul Cavanagh 
General Devon ecovcecsese- Lumsden Hare 
Eee, WOR ccs cecceceeces John Abbott 
Nurse Kruger speceansicans Mary Field 
Bric aeocense Rex W am 

iM Tann Saban oe I n Winfield | 

lt ects ( ie 008 06e00%00% Charles Irwir 
ceovecece begs ( 

PUMITIY ceccccsvecesecnces Walter T 

Cor } seevseceessess area Ot 

Ryar Creighton IJiale 

Filet I rank Mayo 


tive investigator, finally ties up the 
incidents into a bundle to 
provide the rroper solution in rather 
logical fashion. 
Nolan handle 
style, getting satisfactory support 
from Doris Merrick, Heather Angel 
Ralph Byrd, Richard Lane, and Miss 
Griffies. Herbert Leeds’ direction 
unfolds the tale at a good clip 
Walt. 


his work in good 


WE ARE THE MARINES 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


20th-Fox of March of Time pro- 
luction. Produced by March of Time in 
collaboration with the United States Marine 


release 


Corps. Documentary feature. Tradeshown 
n.d. A, Dec. 42. Running time, 70 
MINS. 

‘We Are the Marines’ was pro- 


duced by the March of Time in col- 
laboration with the U. S. Marine 
Corps, with many of the enlisted 
men and officers taking vart in in- 


um to prevent delivery of the mili- | timate scenes that are designed to 


tary information to staff headquar- 
ters and then go through strange 
maneuve! to discredit Loder and 
| pin a few murders on him. After 
a eri of ynthet episode In 


tie the footage together. It’s a graph- 
ic display of the historical back- 
ground, thorough training and battle 
accomplishments of the shock troops 
Continued on page 16) 
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Storm, Holdovers Trim Chi Trade: 
Hedy Sweet 156, 2d Wk.; ‘Major’ Plus 


L. Welk 396 H.0., 


Voyager 17456, 4th 








Chicago, Dec. 8. 

Two days of snow followed by a 
cold snap cut grosses sharply this 
week and affected all houses. Pre- 
Christmas biz is holding up well, 
with stores open Monday nights help- 
ing cinema trade. 

Weather whittled the second week 
of ‘Major and Minor’ with Lawrence 
Welk’s band on the stage at the Chi- 
cago to $39,000. State-Lake with 
‘Now, Voyager’ is doing $17,500 in 
fourth week. Oriental hitting $19,- 
500 with ‘Boss of Big Town’ and 
Dick Stabile’s band. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 


—Thunder Birds’ (20th) and ‘Girl 
Trouble’ (20th) (2d wk). Fair $4,- 
000. Last week, good $6,800. 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Major and Minor’ (Par) and Law- 
rence Welk’s orch (2d wk). Fine 
$39,000. Last week, big $48,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—'Forest Rangers’ (Par) and ‘Coun- 
ter Espionage’ (Col) (2d wk). Thin 
$3,000. Last week, nice $7,400. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55)}—‘Boss Big Town’ (PRC) and 
Dick Stabile orch, Hoosier Hotshots, 
on stage. Nice $19,500. Last week, 
‘Traitor Within’ (Rep) with Three 
Stooges and Merry Macs on stage, 
fine $21,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—Here We Go Again’ (RKO) and 
‘Faleon’s Brother’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Dropped to fair $11,000. Last week, 
okay $13,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—'Sister Eileen’ (Col) (5th wk). 
Finished run here to fair $11,000. 
Last week excellent $18,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Good $17,500. Last week, excellent 
$20,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
45-65-75)—'White Cargo’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Held to good $15,000. Last 
week, hefty $19,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 33-44-55- 
75)—Sin Town’ (U) and ‘Eyes of Un- 
derworld’ (U). Opened to fine $8,500 
despite weather. Last week, ‘Wings 
and Woman’ (RKO) and “Trumpet 
Serenade’ (U), nice $6,600. 


GAL OK 2146, 
PHILLY'S ACE 





Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 
First week of the shopping rush is 
pogentene to make itself felt along 
ilm Row. There’s a dip all along 
the decline is not as 


the line, but 


serious as the pre-Christmas slough-| ¢4 g99 


ing of previous years. 

Only film really bucking 
downward trend is ‘For Me and My 
Gal’ at the Boyd. ‘George Washing- 
ton Slept Here,’ which also opened 
this session, got rave notices from 
the crix but is registering below par. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) 1,303; 35-46-57-68- 
75)—White Cargo’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Bogging down to mediocre $10,000 
after teriff $18,200 for initialer. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57- 
68)—‘Glass Key’ (Par) (2d run). 
Fair $3,000. Last week, ‘Pardon 
Sarong’ (U), nice $3,000 for third run 
showing. 

Boyd (WB) (2.569; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Me My Gal’ (M-G). Solid $21,500 
plus neat $4,200 for ‘bonus’ show at 


Earle, Sunday. Last week, ‘Major 
and Minor’ (Par) (3d wk), hefty 
$15,000. 


Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Street of Chance’ (Par) with Bob 
Crosby orch. Satisfactory $22,000. 
Last week, ‘Priorities on Parade’ 
(Par) with Johnny Long orch, others. 
on stage, disappointing $18,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68-75 )— 
‘Gentleman Jim’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Slipping to mild $14,000 after sock 
$23,000 opening week. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066: 35-46-57-68) 
—Wings and Woman’ (RKO). Sad 
$3,000 for first run showing. Last 
week, ‘Iceland’ (20th), bright $7,000 
for second run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) (2d _ run). 
Hefty $7,000 after long run at Mast- 
baum. Last week, ‘Wake Island’ 
(Pa>), ‘okay $5,500 for second run 
sesh. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,692: 46-57-75) 
—‘Washington Slept Here’ (WB). Not 
in same class as other films at this 
Warner super-deluxer. Meagre $21,- 
000. Last week, fourth stanza of 
‘Now, Voyager’ (WB), okay $9,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68- 
(20th) (3d 


75)-—‘Springtime Rockies’ 





| 





wk). Still bringin 
$11,500. Last wee 
‘Married a Witch’ 
morrow (Wed.). 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Flying Fortress’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Fair $5,200 after smash $9,800 for 
first week. 


‘SWAN’ GREAT 
146 IN CINCY 


them in at nice 
bangup $18,500. 
(UA) opens to- 





Cincinnati, Dec. 8. 

General trade at downtown cine- 
mas is behind last week, mainly be- 
cause of heavy snowfall. Thus far 
the exhibs have not reckoned the 
effect of gas rationing on b.o. because 
motorists had filled tanks when the 
fue] slash started Dec. 1. 

Current standout is ‘Black Swan,’ 
solid at the Albee. ‘Gentleman Jim’ 
at the Palace is next best, yet under 
par. Reissue of ‘General Died at 
Dawn’ is doing all right by the Lyric. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Black Swan’ (20th). Excellent 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Never Lovelier’ 
(Col), good $13,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Me My Gal’ (M-G). Second week 
of moveover. Okay $4,000 after last 
week’s nifty $6,000. Film hit Cincy’s 
high for season in first week at Al- 
bee with $20,000. 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 20-30)—‘Fal- 
con’s Brother’ (RKO) and ‘Man in 
Trunk’ (20th), split with ‘Living 
Ghost’ (Mono) and ‘Sheriff, Sage 
Valley’ (PRC). All right $2,200. Last 
week, ‘Brooklyn Bridge’ (Mono) and 
‘Hi Neighbor’ (Rep), divided with 
‘Hidden Hand’ (WB) and ‘West Law’ 
(Mono), normal $2,300. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Priorities Parade’ (Par). Floppo 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Sin Town’ (UV), 
very good $6,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Washington Slept Here’ (WB). 
Transferred from Palace for second 


stanza. Fairly good $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Can’t Escape Forever’ (WB), 
limp $3,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 


‘General Died at Dawn’ (Par) (reis- 
sue). Pleasing $3,800. Last week, 
‘Mummy’s Tomb’ (U) and ‘Night 
Monster’ (U), twin twitchers, sensa- 
tional $7,000, for theatre’s top mark 
of season. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Gentleman Jim’ (WB). Off form at 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Washington 
Slept’ (WB), sound $13,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 33-40-50)— 
‘Never Lovelier’ (Col). Switched 
from Aibee for second week. Okay 
Same last week on ‘Spring- 


time in Rockies’ (20th), which re- 


the! turned to front line after fortnight’s 


absence for fourth week. 





‘Eileen’ Sweet $25,000, 


B’klyn; ‘Hadley’ N.G. 156 


Brooklyn, Dec. 8. 

‘My Sister Eileen’ paired with 
‘Counter Espionage’ is in the lead 
among the downtown deluxers this 
stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-50-65)— 
‘Thunder Birds’ (20th) and ‘Devil 
With Hitler’ (UA). Satisfactory 
$37,000. Last week, “Tales Manhat- 
tan’ (20th) and ‘Undying Monster’ 
(20th), first-rate $25,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-50-65)— 
‘Sister Eileen’ (Col) and ‘Counter 
Espionage’ (Col). Smash $25,000. 
Last week, ‘Forest Rangers’ (Par) 
and ‘Hidden Hand’ (WB) (2d wk), 
fair $16,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 
‘War vs. Mrs. Hadley’ (M-G) and 
‘Eyes of Underworld’ (U). Sad 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Moon and Six- 
pence’ (UA) and ‘Seven Sweet- 
hearts’ (M-G), great $24,000. 

Majestic (Siritsky) (1,850; 25-50)— 
‘Under Brooklyn Bridge’ (Mono) and 
‘Tomorrow We Live’ (PRC). Small 
$1,500. Last week, ‘Prisoner Japan’ 
(PRC) and ‘Sunset Serenade’ (Rep), 
duli $1,800. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-50- 
65)—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) and ‘Dar- 


30-50-65 )— 


ing Young Man’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Heading for a nifty $18,000. Last 
week, sock $25,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,950; 30-50-65)— 
‘Flying Tigers’ (Rep) and ‘Street 
Chance’ (Par) (2d wk). Attractive 
$13,000 after initial stanza’s nice 
$15,060 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 10 

Astor—‘For Me and My Gal’ 
(M-G) (8th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Sept. 9) 

Capitol—‘Seven Days Leave’ 
(RKO), 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct. 14) 

Criterion—‘Who Done It?’ (U) 
(2d week). 

(Reviewed. in ‘Variety’ Nov. 4) 

Globe—‘We Are the Marines’ 
(20th) (12). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 

Holly wood—‘Casablanca’ (WB) 
(3d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 2) 

Music Hall—‘You Were Never 
Lovelier’ (Col) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct. 7) 

Paramount—‘Road to Morocco’ 
(Par) (5th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Sept. 7) 

Rialto—‘Cat People’ (RKO) 
(2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 18) 

Rivoli—‘Palm Beach _ Story’ 
(Par). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 4) 

Roxy—‘Life Begins at 8:30’ 
(20th) (9). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 
Strand—‘Gentleman Jim’ (WB) 
(3d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 4) 

Week of Dec. 17 

Astor—‘For Me and My Gal’ 
(M-G) (9th week). 

Capitol—‘Seven Days 
(RKO) (2d week). 

Criterion—‘Who Done It?’ (U) 
(3d week). 

Globe—We Are the Marines’ 
(20th) (2d week). 

Holly wood—‘Casablanca’ (WB) 
(4th week). ° 

Music Hall—You Were Never 
Lovelier’ (Col) (3d week). 

Paramount—‘Road to Morocco’ 
(Par) (6th week). 

Rivoli—‘Palm Beach Story’ 
(Par) (2d week). 

Roxy—'‘Life Begins at 
(20th) (2d week). 
Strand—‘Gentleman Jim’ (WB) 
(4th week). 


Leave’ 


8:30" 








‘Piper’ Leading Mont’! 
With Sockeroo $9,500 


Montreal, Dec. 8. 

Loew’s is leader with ‘Pied Piper’ 
this week. Ice-Capades is offering 
real opposition. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Forest Rangers’ (Par) (2d wk). Still 
making nice money with $6,000 after 
smacko $10,000 last week. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Here Go Again’ (RKO) and ‘High- 
way By Night’ (RKO). Handsome 
$7,500 in sight. Last week, repeat 
‘Flying Fortress’ (WB) and ‘Two in 
Taxi’ (WB), good $5,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th). Smash $9,500. 
Last week, ‘Major and Minor’ (Par) 
(3d wk), good $6,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 30-40-52)— 
‘Jacare’ (UA) and ‘Hay Foot’ (UA), 
Sighting crack $5,000 for this dualer. 
Last week, ‘Girl Trouble’ (20th) and 
‘Manila Calling’ (20th), good $4,000. 


Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Silver Queen’ (UA). Pointing to 
nice $3,500. Last week, ‘Married a 


Witch’ (UA) (3d wk), fair $2,000. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500: 30- 
40)—‘Mark Richard, Espion’ and 


‘Enfant de Troupe.’ Fair $3,000. Last ! 


week, ‘Les Deux Gosses’ and ‘Gang- 
sters du Chateu D'If,’ good $3,500. 





Rockies’-Networks’ Tal $34 000, 


Early Xmas Buying Slows Bway, But 
Lovelier’ Fine 956; A.&C, Wham 
216, ‘Casablanca’ Strong 27156, 2d 





With Christmas only a little more 
than two weeks off, several down- 
town New York theatres are suffer- 
ing from a dip in attendance. How- 
ever, a few houses are withstanding 
the usual seasonal lull with attrac- 
tions of fine boxoffice power, includ- 
ing some holdovers. 

A new one is ‘You Were Never 
Lovelier,’” which ends its first week 
at the Music Hall tonight (Wednes- 
day). While not breaking any rec- 
ords, it is pulling exceptionally well 
for this time of the year at an indi- 
cated $95,000 or near, and holds over. 

Another that reached the street 
during the past week, ‘Who Done It?’ 
is going great guns at the Criterion. 
On the first seven days through last 
night (Tuesday), the latest Abbott 
and Costello comedy had snared a 
hefty $27.000 and looks set for a 
comfortable run. 

The Paramount continues its neck- 
breaking pace with ‘Road to Morocco’ 
and the Woody Herman band. While 
dipping $15,000 from the prior week 
the fourth ending last night (Tues- 
day) was close to $60.000, still socko. 
Bob Weitman, managing director of 
the Par. plans holding the current 
show through Xmas week, with 
‘Star Spangled Rhythm’ and Benny 
Goodman slated for Dec. 30. This 
would give ‘Mc-ecco’ and Herman 
the lenethiest run in the 16-year his- 
torv of the theatre. 

The Strand, which got $52,500 on 
the first week with ‘Gentleman Jim’ 
and Glen Gray's orchestra, drops 
quite a lot to $40,000 this week (2d) 
but is still good. Will hold a third. 
At Warners’ other Broadway first- 
run, Hollywood, where ‘Casablanca’ 
snared a new high of $36,500 last 
week (Ist). on the holdover the re- 
ceipts should add to $27,500 or there- 
abouts. This is a rather sharp dip 
but strong notwithstanding. 


Likewise, ‘Svringtime in the 





Rockies’. fell off on its third (final) | 


(Tuesday), with the gross standing 
at $35,000. However, okay. House 
lushers in ‘Life Begins at 8:30’ this 
|morning (Wednesday) for a run of 
two weeks, followed for Xmas by 
‘Black Swan.’ Capitol stumbled on 
the holdover of ‘White Cargo,’ for 
only about $16,000. As result, ‘Seven 
Days Leave,’ bought from RKO, 
comes in tomorrow (Thursday). 

Another opening tomorrow, but at 
night, will be ‘Palm Beach Story,’ 
which succeeds ‘Avengers’ at the run 
Rivoli. The bandbox Rialto is do- 
ing well currently with ‘Cat People,’ 
looking $10,000. Goes another round, 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew's) (1,140; 55-65-$1.10 
—‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) (8th wk). For 
the seventh lap completed last night 
(Tuesday), fairish $15,000; prior 
week (6th) was $19,000, good. Loew’s 
does not as yet have another picture 
set to succeed ‘Gai,’ but probable 
someihing will be rounded up for 
Christmas. 





| Capitol (Loew's) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
| $1.10-$1.25)—‘White Cargo’ (M-G) 
1 (2d wk) Slid badly on holdover, 
lappearing no better than $16,000. 
|This compares with a first seven 
| days’ take of $31,000, good. ‘Seven 


Days Leave’ (RKO) marches in vw- 
morrow (Thursday). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
715)—‘Who Done ([t?’ (U) (2d wk). 


stanza at the Roxy, ended last night | 


| latter ended 





In Det.; ‘Voyager- Dr. Bdway 246 


Natrnit 
wetroit, 


Dec. 8 


Gag rationing, new in these parts, | 


hasn't put any dent in the loop biz 
yet but it is re-emphasizing 
heavy weekend attendance 
week days down. 
in another week, first good slant will 
be available on what rationing will 
do. 

Fox is shooting toward a smash 
$34,000 with ‘Springtime in the Rock- 
ies’ and ‘Stand By All Networks’ to 
lead the town. Also on the socko 
side is the Michigan combo of ‘Now 
Voyager’ and ‘Dr. Broadway’ at 
$24,000. ‘Road to Morocco’ is big in 
its second session at the Broadway- 
Capitol, after two sessions at the 
Michigan. 

Estimates for This Week. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 50-65)— 
‘Sister Eileen’ (20th) (3d wk) and 
‘Madam Spy’ (U). Given a fresh-} 
ener for former pix still is up to a 
nice $7,000 after choice $8,200 last | 
week when coupled with ‘Under- 
ground Agent’ (Col) (2d wk). 

Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 


(2,800; 50-65)—‘Road to Morocco’ 
(Par) and ‘Wings and Woman 
(RKO) (2d wk). Newest house in 


the | 
with | 
When the present | 
filled-up auto tanks start going down | 


| 50-65)—‘Now 


Commences second heat today (Wed- 
nesday) after blistering $27,000 on 
first week. Last week, ‘War Vs. 
Mrs. Hadley’ (M-G) anything but a 
b.o. blitz at $7,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250: 35-55-75-85) 
—‘Aircraft Missing’ (UA) (6th wk). 
Will be all right on blowoff at $7,000 
or in that vicinity. Last week, (5th) 
hit $7,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,925: 
$1.10-$1.25) —‘Casablanca’ 
wk). Holding up strongly at $27.- 
500 though considerable of a dip 
from first week’s $37,500, regardless 
of fact that the latter included a 
Thanksgiving -opening. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700: 28-35-44-55- 


65-75- 
(WB) (2d 


65-75) — ‘Washington Slept Here’ 
(WB) and ‘Wings and Woman’ 
(RKO) (both 2d run). A brace that 
looks a fair $0.500. ‘Tales of Map- 
hattan’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Hidden 
Hand’ (WB) (list run) went eight 


days, getting $11,100, well over house 
average, for previous week, 
Paramount (Par) (3,664: 35-55-85- 
99-$1.10)—‘Roed to Morocco’ (Par) 
and Woody Herman, plus Hazel 
Scott (5th wk). This show remains 
through Xmas week for total of 49- 
day run, longest in history of house, 
under present plans. Last week 
(4th) hit nearly £60,000, while prior 
semester (3d) was $75,000. aided by 
Thanksgiving day. r 
Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 


lers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65) — 
‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) and stage- 
s':ow. In the chips, blue ones, at an 


indicated $95,000 or close and holds 


over. Last week, third for ‘Once 
Upon Honeymoon’ (RKO), $92.000 
big. ek 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 28-44-55)— 


‘Cat People’ (RKO). Chiller doing 
very well at $10,000 and will hold. 


Last week, ‘Night Monster’ (U), 
$8,000, satisfactory. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 35-55-75- 
85-99) — ‘Avengers’ (Par) (3d wk), 


Goes two days beyond a second week, 
last night (Tuesday), 
having been very disappointing at 
only $10,000; first week struck $21,000, 
light. ‘Palm Beach Story’ (Par) 
opens tomorrow night (Thursday ). 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—'‘Life Begins at 8:30’ (20th) and 
stageshow open today (Wednesday) 
after three weeks with ‘Springtime 
in Rockies’ (20th), third being mild 
but o.k. at $35,000. Second was very 
stout $54,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—‘Nightmare’ (U) (1st run) 
and Dick Rogers band plus Al Bernie. 
Failing to entice at around $19,000, 
lean takings. Last week, ‘Moon and 
Sixpence’ (UA) (2d run) and Ted 
Lewis, tremendecus $33,500 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99-$1.10)—‘Gentleman Jim’ (WB) and 
Glen Gray orch on stage (2d wk). 
Sighting $46,000 or bit better. good, 
but quite a distance behind first 
seven days’ $52,500, smash takings. 
Show, however, had benefit of a 
Thanksgiving opening. Holds another 
(3d) week. 
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Kansas City, Dec. 8 
After one of the biggest weeks 
lately, holdovers are the rule cur- 
rently. Newman, after smash open- 
ing week, again is leading the field 


with ‘Road to Morocco’ at a great 
total. Midland is close with ‘Me 
and My Gal.’ The day-and-date 
Esquire, Uptown and Fairway are 
the first-run setup here, fine $10,000 | S'7°"8 — nara - 
|for second session after $15.000 last | aller a surpri ingly Dig initial 
|} week. Moved here after two great tanza. 
| weeks at the Michigan. : . “se , 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 50-65)| _ PStimates For This Week 
Springtime Rockies’ (20th) and} Esquire, Uptown and Fairway 
‘Stand By, Networks’ (Col). Head-| (Fox-Midwest) (820, 2,043 and 100; 
led for smash $34,000. Last week, | a Springtime Rockies 
|‘Thunder Birds’ (20th) and ‘Berlin| (20th) (2d wk.). Pleasant $8,000 
Correspondent’ (20th), okay $21,000 | after Surprise $14,000 initial stanza. 
| Madison (United Detroit) (1,800; | Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 11-35-50) 
| 50-65) — ‘Navy Comes Through’| —‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie 


(RKO) and ‘Henry and Dizzy’ (Par) | 
(2d wk). Fair $9,000 sighted after | 
hefty $15,000 in first week. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: | 
Voyager’ (WB) and/| 
‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par). Great $24,000. | 
Last week, ‘Married a Witch’ (UA) | 
plus Charlie Spivak orch and Har-| 
monica Rascals on stage, bettered ex- | 
pectations with giant $37,000 


Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 50-65)—‘Flying Tigers’ (Rep) 
and ‘Big Street’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Still healthy with $10,060 sighted af- 
ter nice $13,000 last week | 

United Artists (United Detroit) 

| (2.000: 50-65)——'War vs. Mrs. Hadley’ 
(M-G) and ‘Tarzan’s Adventure’ (M- | 
G). Sound $15,000. Last week, ‘Pan- 
ama Hattie’ (M-G) and ‘Pierre 
- (M tth wk), fine $8.000 


TT? la 
i \u 


| Monster’ 


Victory’ (Col.) (2d wk). Strong 
$11,000 following through after 
| husky $15,000 opening frame 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 1l- 
35-50)—‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Big $12,000 after socko $18.- 
000 first week, with further h. o, 
certain 

Orpheum (RKO) (1600: 11-35-50) 
—‘Seven Days Leave’ (RKO) and 
‘Smith Minnesota’ (Col) wk). 
Nice $7,000 as a sequel to good 
$8,500 initial period. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,110: 11-35) 
—Moonlight Havana’ (U) and 
‘Youth Parade’ (Rep) with vaude. 
Okay $8,000. Last week, ‘Dr. Ren- 
ault’s Secret’ (20th) and ‘Undying 

Ssatis- 


(20th) with vaude 
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Morocco’ Terrif $25,000, ‘Done It 


186, ‘Gal 336 (2 


Spots), Hub H.0.'s 





Boston, Dec. 8. 
It’s holdover week in the Hub this 
week with the Paramount- 
Fenway twins coming up with a new 
bill, and that not too strong. The 
Grove catastrophe affected the film 


only 


houses rather less than other en- 
tertainment enterprises, although 
Sunday’s biz (Nov. 29) was just 


non-existent. It has picked up dur- 
ing the week, however, with no com- 
petition whatever except from legit 
houses. 
‘Road to 
winner at the 


Morocco’ remained the 
Met with a comfort- 


able $25,000 for second week, and 
could go another’ excepting for 
heavy film backlog. ‘Me and My 


Gal’ took show money at the Loew 
spots and ‘Who Done It?’ was close 
behind at the Memorial at $18,000, 
all holdovers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 44-55-65-75- 


85)—'Thunder Birds’ (20th), plus 
H:1 MacIntyre orch., others on 
stage. Slow for this spot, off at 


$24,000. Last week, ‘Falcon’s Broth- 
er’ (RKO), George White’s Scandals 
1943 unit, nice $28,500. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 30-40-60)— 
‘Mrs. Wiggs’ (Par) and ‘Apache 
Trail’ (M-G). Not a powerhouse as 
bills go, mild $5,000. Last week, 
‘Major and Minor’ (Par) and ‘Busses 
Roar’ (WB), $5,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 44-55-65- 
7°)—Who Done It?’ (U) and ‘Get 
Hep To Love’ (U) (2d wk). Bang- 
up $18,000, and holds another. Last 
week, sock $25,000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 30-44- 
55-65-75)—‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) 
and ‘Aldrich, Editor’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Very powerful draw, going to terrif 
$25,000, but won’t be held. Last 
week, sockeroo $30,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 44-55-65- 
75)—'Me My Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Boogie 


Man Get You’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Staunch $19,000. Last week, great 
$24,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,300; 33-44- 


60)-—‘Mrs, Wiggs’ (Par) and ‘Apache 
Trail’ (M-G). Okay but that’s about 
all at $11,000. Last week, ‘Major 


Minor’ (Par) and ‘Busses’ Roar’ 
(WB), neat $11,500. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65-75)— 


*Me My Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Boogie M_n 
Get You’ (Col) (2d wk), Holding up 
nicely, around $14,000. Last week, 
stout $17,500. 

Translux (Transiux) (900; 
44-55)—‘Daring Young Man’ (Col) 
and ‘Traitor Within’ (Rep) routine 
$4,600. Last week, ‘Flying Fortress’ 
(WB) and ‘Police Bullets’ (Mono), 
fine $6,500. 


‘Lovelier’ Solid 1636 
In 2 Denver Spots; 


17-28- 





‘Rangers’ $14,500 H. 0.' 


Denver, Dec. 8. 

First-runs still are packing them 
in most of the time in current ses- 
sion. ‘Forest Rangers’ is grabbin 
the top money in its second week 
at the Denham and is staying over 
Gas rationing effect not yet fully 
felt here. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-50-60)— 


grabbing 


“Black Swan’ (20th), after day-and- | 


dé. 


‘MAJOR’ WOW $26,000 
TOPS IN SWANK WASH. 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
Ginger Rogers is ringing the bell 
this week with ‘Major and the Minor’ 
jat the Palace. Keith’s put on a 
| bang-up ad campaign to sell ‘Seven 
Days Leave’ but it’s mild. ‘White 
Cargo’ was kidded by the critics but 
| it is plenty okay at the Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
i ‘White Cargo’ (M-G) with vaudeville. 
| Okay $20,000. Last week, ‘Thunder 








Birds’ (20th) with vaude, nifty 
| $23,000. 
| Columbia (Loew) (1.234: 28-44)— 
‘Moon and Sixpence’ (UA). Good 
| $5,000. Last week, ‘Yank at Eton’ 
(M-G), $6,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Gentleman Jim’ (2d wk) (WB). For 
holdover of six days, big $16,500. 


Last week, sock $23,000 in 8 days. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 40-50-65)— 
‘Seven Days’ Leave’ (RKO). In low 
gear for this house with $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Who Done It?’ (U) (2d wk), 
all right $10,000 after opening stanza 
of $16,500. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,800; 28-44)— 
‘Sister Eileen’ (Col). Neat $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Flying Fortress’ (WB). 
$8,800. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55) —‘Ma- 
jor and Minor’ (Par) bounced from 
opening day to wow $26,000. Last 
week, ‘Me, My Gal’ (MG) (2d wk), 
stout $17,000. 


‘Nightmare 
Plus Pastor 
1816, Cleve. 


Cieveland, Dec. 8. 
Auto traffic dropped less than 15% 
in the first week of gas rationing in 
Tctieen Ohio, but grosses in down- 
town area skidded more than that. 
‘Nightmare,’ coupled with Tony Pas- 
tor’s orck: and Bonnie Baker, is earn- 
ing the most money at the Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-40-45-55)— 





‘Washington Slept Here’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Swell $8,400. Last week, 
‘Bambi’ (RKO) (2d wk), ordinary 
$3,000. 

Hipp (Warners) (8,700: 35-40-45- 
55)—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB). Paced 
oniy a shade under Bette Davis’ 


usual take, fine $15,000. Last week, 
‘Wash. Slept’ (WB), fine $14,600. 
Lake (Warners) (800; 35-40-45-55) 








| $17,000, bad weather break keeping 


—Bambi’ (RKO) (3d wk). Not so 
|} much steam on moveover, $1,700 best | 
expected. Last week, ‘Tales Manhat- 
tan’ (20th) (d wk), stronger at 

| $3,000 
Palace (RKO) (3,700: 40-60-70)— 


| 

| ‘Nightmare’ (U) plus Bonnie Baker 
and Tony Pastor orch on stage. Av- 
erage bill and dividends around 
| $18,500 Last week, ‘Navy Comes 
| Through’ (RKO) with Dick Stabile 
| orch, fine $23,000 

State (Loew’s) (3.450: 35-40-45-55) 
| —'Whistling in Dixie’ (M-G). Okay 
| $11,000. Last week, ‘Me My Gal’ (M- 
| G), terrific $22,000. 
Stillman (Loew’s) 





(2,700; 35--40-45- 


date week at Denver and Esquire. |55)—‘Me My Gal’ (M-G). Pushing 
Good $5.000. Last _week, ‘Gentle-| toward gratifying $10,000 on move- 
man Jim’ (WB), big $6,000 after day- |} over from ‘War 


and-date session at Denver and Es- 


quire. 

Broadway (Fox) (1.040: 
60)—'Pride Yankees’ (RKO), 
two weeks at Orpheum. 
Last week, ‘Yank at Eton’ 
and ‘Falcon’s Brother’ (RKO). 
Orpheum week, big $4,000. 


after 
Nice $3,500 


30-40-50- 


State. Las 
|} vs. Mrs. Hadley’ (M-G 


t week, 
) 


mild $5,000. 


"| ‘WASH.’ TRIM $16,000 IN 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 30-40- | 
50-60)—‘Forest Rangers’ (Par) (2d | Providence, Dec. 8 
wk). Big $14,500, and stays for third! Three holdovers this week with 
sesh Last week, ‘Forest Rangers’ | the State’s ‘For Me and My Gal’, 
(Par), smash $16,000 Strand’s ‘Road to Morocco’, and the 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-40-50-60) | RKO Albee’s ‘The RMavy Comes 
—‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) and ‘Blackie | Through’ getting the nod. Maijestic’s 
Goes Hollywood’ (Col), day-and- ‘Washington Slept Here’ also. is 
— _— or ag Strong $12,500. | going great. 

ast week, ‘Blac wan’ (20th) and , 
“Laugh Blues Away’ (Col), day-and- nes Pes Tie wer 
date with Esquire. smash $19,000. Albee (RKO) (2,300; 30-40-50 )— 


Esquire (Fox) (742; 30-40-50-60)— 


‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) and ‘Blackie 
Goes Hollywood’ (Col), also at the 
Denver. Fine $4,000. Last week, 
*Black Swan’ (20th) and ‘Laugh 
Blues Away’ (Col). day-and-date 
with Denver, stout $6,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 30-35-40- 
80-60)—‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) and 
‘Scattergood Survives Murder’ 


(RKO) (2d wk). Fine $11,000. Last 
week, same combo, big $15,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 30-45)— 
‘Undying Monster’ (20th) and ‘Dr. 
Remault’s Secret’ (20th). Horror 
combo getting surprisingly stout $9,- 
000. Last week, ‘Manila Calling’ 
(20th) and ‘Smith Minnesota’ (Col), 
strong $9.500 


| ‘Navy Comes Through’ (RKO) (2d 
| wk) and ‘Scattergood Survives Mur- 
| der’ (RKO) (lst wk). Nifty $8,000 
after zowie $14,000 first week. 


| Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 30-40- 
| 50)—‘Springtime Rockies’ (20th) (2d 
}run). Steady $3,500. Last week, 
| ‘Now Voyager’ (WB) (third down- 
|} town wk), very nice $3.500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 29-39-50)— 
‘Yank In Libya’ (PRC) and Mar- 


cus Show on stage. Sock $8.000 ex- 
pected. Last week, ‘Secret Enemies’ 
| (UA) and vaude, swell $7,500. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,000; 30-40-50) 
—‘Washington Siept Here’ (WB) 
and ‘Hidden Hand’ (WB). Swell 
| $16,000. Last week, ‘Springtime 
| Rockies’ (20th), sturdy $14,000 


| 
| 


vaiter | - PROV.; ‘GAL’ 126 ON 2D 


|! sion after a 


| 
| 





‘right-of-way. 


Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 30- 
55)—‘A Man’s World’ (Col) plus 
‘Bombshells of 1943’ and Frank 


Sinatra on stage. Carried to fairly 
guod $7,500 in three-day weekend 
run. Last week, ‘Foreign Agent’ 
(Mono) plus Ink Spots, Lucky Mil- 
linder orch, stout $9,500 in four 
days. 

Playhouse (Indie) (2,200; 30-40- 
50)—‘Glass Key’ (Par) and ‘Powder 
Town’ (RKO) (2d run). Good $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Major and Minor’ (Par) 


and ‘Live On Danger’ (Par) (third 
downtown wk), nice $7,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 30-40-50)— 


‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) (2d wk). Justi- 
fying holdover with snappy $12,000. 
Last week, grand $19,000 for biggest 
week in a long time. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Road To Morocco’ (Par) and ‘Spirit 
Stanford’ (Col) (2d wk). Holding to 
opening week pace for nifty $10,000 
after taking in zowie $15,000 in first 
sesh, 


‘T Sweethearts’ Plus 
Morgan $14,000, Mpls.; 
‘Morocco’ Big 9G H. 0. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 8. 

With Russ Morgan on the stage 
and ‘Seven Sweethearts, the Or- 
pheum currently has the boxoffice 
Holdover of ‘Road to 
Morocco’ at the State is strong, Bob 
Hope comedy probably being kept 
from record the first week by below 
zero weather, 

Last week gave promise of setting 
a new loop high, the Thanksgiving 
to Sunday trade breaking local rec- 
ords for a four-day period. Then 
the temperature dropped to 10 be- 
low zero coincident with gasoline 
rationing, and grosses’ slumped 
abruptly. The indicated $20,000 
gross for ‘Morocco’ in its first State 
week, a record-shatterer, failed to 
materialize because of the bad 
weather. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)- 
y ne pry Hand’ (WB) and ‘General 

ied at Dawn’ (Par) (reissue) in for 
five days, good $2,200. Last week, 
es Trail’ (M-G) and ‘Wildcat’ 








(Par) split with ‘Falcon’s Brother’ 
(RKO) and ‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col), 
big $3,500 in eight days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Avengers’ (Par). Many Norwegians 
here and plenty of effort expended 
to interest them. Well sold and de- 
spite mixed reaction from crix and 
customers will do $9,000, very big. 
Last week, ‘Panama Hattie’ (M-G) 
(second week downtown, $5,000. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 28-30)—‘Give 
Out, Sister’ (U). Modest $3,000 in 
prospect. Last week, ‘Flying Tigers’ 
(Rep), very big $6,000. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 35-44-55)— 
‘Seven Sweethearts’ (M-G) and Russ 
Morgan orch, others, on stage. ell 
liked stage show and pleasing pic- 
ture, good $14,000. Last week, 
‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO), big $12,- 
500 in eight days, but hurt by sub- 
zero temperatures after terrific start 
at 40-55c scale. 

State (P-S) (2.200: 30-40-50)— 
‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) (2d wk). 
‘Proving an amazing boxoffice per- 
former here. Raves and fast-mov- 
ing turnstiles for this one. Looks 
like very big $9,000 after stupendous | 





it from new high here. 
Uptown (Par) (1,100: 30-40)— 
‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G). First 


neighborhood showing. Big $4,000. | 
Last week, ‘Bambi’ (RKO), good $3,- 
000 in six days, also first neighbor- 
hood showing | 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40-50- | 
55)—‘Desperate Journey’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Has clicked solidly in this 
town. Good $2,500 after nice $3,200 | 
on first session of moveover. 


| 
| 





‘Morocco’ Neat $14,000 


In Buff. H.0.; ‘Witch’ 9G 


Buffalo, Dec. 8. 

Holdovers and early Xmas _ shop- | 
ping are hclding down the total take | 
in the downtown area this week. 
Despite this, ‘Road to Morocco’ at the 
Buffalo is still nice in holdover ses- 
socko first week. ‘Me 
and My Gal’ at the Great Lakes is 
not far behind in eight days of the 
second stanza, while ‘I Married a | 
Witch’ also is bright at the Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 35-55)— 
‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) and ‘Live on | 
Danger’ (Par) (2d wk). Neat $14,000. 
Last week, socko at more than 
$21,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Apache 
Trail’ (M-G) (2d wk). Sturdy $13,- 
000 in eight days. Last week, power- 
ful $18,000. 

Hipp ‘Shea) 
ried a Witch’ 
(Par). Bright Last week, | 
‘Iceland’ (20th) and ‘Manila Calling’ | 
(20th) (2d wk), ditto. | 

| 
| 





(2,100; 35-55) 
(UA) and 
$9,000 


‘Mar- 
‘Wildcat’ 


Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300: 35-50) 
—‘Who Done It?’ (U) and 
Impersonation’ (U) (2d wk). Strong | 
$9,000. Last week, srnash $18,000 or | 
near. | 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 35-55)— | 
‘Once Upon Honeymoon’ (RKO) and | 
‘Men of Sky’ (RKO) (2d wk). Oke | 
¢8.560. Last week, bangup $15.000 


‘Great 


Iscript with 


Pitt Is Xmas Shopning, So Biz Dips; 
Gal’ Mild $15,000, ‘Lovelier’ N.G. 6/6 





‘US GIRLS’-E. CARROLL 


UNIT, $15,000, OMAHA 





Omaha, Dec. 8. 

With the only new major show in 
town, the Orpheum looks forward to 
a big $15,000 for ‘Between Us Girls’ 
a.d Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities’ on stage. 
Omaha has _ holdover ‘Road _ to 
Morocco’ with new second feature, 
‘Sweater Girl,’ and expects around 
$8,500, very good, while the Brandeis 
will hold ‘Once Upon a Honeymoon’ 
and try a new stunt for the house, a 
new second feature, ‘Scattergood 
Survives a Murder.’ Early response 
makes it look like at least a $5,000 
week, not bad for holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-40- 
55-60-65) — ‘Between Us Girls’ (U) 
and Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities’ on stage. 
Previous experience with Carroll 
shows, plus fact that other two 
majors downtown are holding over, 
leads to expectation of a big $15,000 
or better. Last week, ‘Thunder Birds’ 
(20th) and stage show, ‘Salute from 
Hawaii’ and Ray Kinney’s band, fine 
$15,600. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-30-35- | 


50)—'Road to Morocco’ (Par) holds 
over with new second feature 
‘Sweater Girl’ (Par). Opening looks 
like nice $8,000. Last week, Morocco’ 
(Par) and ‘Berlin Correspondent’ 
(Par) smash $12,700, exceeding origi- 
nal estimates. 

Brandeis (Mort 
30-35-50 )—‘Once 
moon’ (RKO), 
new second 
Survives Murder’ 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Once Upon 
Honeymoon’ (RKO) and ‘Blackie 
Goes Hollywood’ (Col), nifty $8,200. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,400; 11-20-30) 
—Valley of Hunted Men’ (Rep) (lst 
run), ‘Here We Go Again’ (RKO) 
and ‘Bashful Bachelor’ (RKO) split 
with ‘Outlaws Pine Ridge’ (Rep) (ist 
run), ‘Big Street’ (RKQ) and ‘Son of 
Fury’ (20th) aided by Saturday stage 
show. Bice $1,300. Last week, 
Hanser acific,’ ‘Ellery Queen Meets 
nemy Agent’ (Col) and ‘Flying 
With Music’ (UA) split with ‘Eagle 
Squadron’ (U), ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) 
and ‘Blue Montana $kies (Rep) with 
Saturday and Sunday stage shows, 
aoad 1,400. 


RANGERS’ 126 
IN BALTO 2D 


Baltimore, Dec. 8. 
Some slight drép here this week, 
with holdéVerg and heavy holiday 
shopping possibly the answer. Of 
newcomers, ‘Springtime in the Rock- 
ies’ is faring well at the New. ‘Bambi’ 
though to good vaude layout at 
combo ipp and sold strongly, is 
not measuring up to expectations. 
Rest of town is gniy moderate. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) 
28-35-44-55 )—*Me My Gal’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Holding up nicely at $12,000 


(1,500; 11- 

Tpon a Honey- 
second week, with 
feature, ‘Scattergood 
(RKO). Good 


Singer) 





|after smash opening round at $18,800, 


better than expected. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240 
17-28-38-44-55-66) — ‘Bambi’ (RKO) 
plus vaude headed by Dave Apollon. 


4 oe 
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| 
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(3,000; 17- | 





Good flesh contribution but strong 
selling not helping. Might reach 
rather disappointing $15,000 Last 
week, ‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) and|! 
vaude (2d wk), okay $13,200. 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406: 17- 
28-35-44-55 )—Forest Rangers’ (Par) 


(2d wk). Holding up solidly at $12,- 


000 after ringing the bell with re- 
sounding first trip to better than 
| figured at $15,400. 

Mayfair (‘Hicks) (980; 25-50)— 
| ‘Manila Calling’ (20th) Attracting 
| some trade at estimated $5,000. Last 


week, ‘Give Out Sisters’ (U), steady 
$5,700. 


55)—‘Gentleman Jim’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Maintaining good pace to $13,000 
after trim $16,800 on first week. 


Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450: 17- 
28-44-55) — ‘Omaha Trail’ (M-G). 
Rather mild $4,000. Last week, 


‘Eyes in Night’ (M-G), in moveover 
from downstairs Century, house 
average of $4,400. 


‘TARZ’ FOR STOLOFF 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Sol Lesser assigned Ben Stoloff to 
direct “Tarzan and the Sheik,’ the 
next Johnny Weissmueller jungle 
starrer for RKO release. 

Stoloff moved into the studio yes- 
terday ‘Mon.) to collaborate on the 
Clarence Young. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 

Gas rationing, cold weather and 
the beginning of the Xmas shopping 
rush earlier than usual, all are 
crimping biz plenty. Only aitrac- 
tions showing any real strength are 
a couple of holdovers, ‘Black Swan’ 
at the Fulton and ‘Now,Voyager’ at 
the Warner. Oth-rwise, things are 
pretty disappointing, ‘For Me and 
My Gal’ at the Penn and ‘You Were 
Never Lovelier’ at Harris, both being 
way off the beam. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Black Swan’ (20th) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up very nicely after smashing 


house record in first week. Looks 
like better than $10,000, great under 
present conditions. Last week, 
‘Swan’ around $16,200, topping previ- 
ous mark held by ‘Green Valley’ 
(20th). 


Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 
‘Never Lovelier’ (Col). They're not 
going for this Astaire-Hayworth 
musical despite solid campaign. Will 
be lucky to hit $6,500, new low for 
house. Last week, ‘Who Done It?’ 
(U) three days in second week, un- 
der $3,500 following nice $12,000 first 
stanza, 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40-55) 
—'Me, My Gal’ (M-G). No account- 
ing for ordinary biz of this one, 
Will hardly be more than $15,000, 
about the lowest a ‘special’ has ever 
done here. Last week, ‘Now, Voy- 
ager’ (WB), neat $18,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55 )—'Major 


and Minor’ (Par) (3d wk). Came 
here via Penn-Warner-Ritz route. 
Doing bang-up $3,500 here after 
going way above expectations at 
other two spots, too. Last week, 
‘Gentleman Jim’ (WB), on its third 


week downtown, only $2,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55) 
—‘Who Done It?’ (U) (3d wk). 
Shifted here after 10 days at Harris 
and mild at $3,000 or near. Last 
week, ‘Boogie Man Get You’ (U) 
and ‘Sin Town’ (U), in the dumps at 
$2,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66) 
—White Cargo’ (M-G) and Major 
Bowes’ Amateurs. First of the Bowes 
units in a couple of years here and 
it’s helping but not as much as 
the picture. ook advantage of the 
institutional advertising splash to 
plug film. Should do $17,000, okay. 
ie week, ‘Seven Sweethearts’ 
(M-G), plus Cab Calloway orch, thin 
$16,500. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-55)— 
‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) ‘2d wk). 
Moved from the Penn and holding 


up at exceilent $8,500. Last week, 
‘Major and Minor’ (Par), also move- 
over from Penn, great $10,000. 


‘Escape’ Helped to Big 
$16,500 by ‘Horseshoe’ 
Revue in Indianapolis 


Indianapolis, Dec. 8. 

Trade at all five downtown de- 
luxers is running consistently behind 
recent high marks this week, with 
season’s first sharp cold wave prob- 
ably a bigger factor than the start 
of gasoline rationing in slump here. 
Billy Rose’s ‘Diamond Horseshoe’ re- 


|} vue with ‘Can't Escape Forever’ is 


New (Mechanic) (1,680: 17-28-40- 
|55)—‘Springtime in Rockies’ (20th). | 
Nicely spotted and good at $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Thunder Birds’ (20th), 
fair $4,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 17-28-38-40- 





‘Road 
straight 


taking the tall coin at Circle. 

to Morocco’ is leading the 

filmers at the Indiana 
Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 30-40- 
55)—‘Can’t Escape Forever’ (WB) 
and Billy Rose’s ‘Diamond Horse- 


shoe’ revue unit. Snappy stage show 
takes credit for most of big $16,500 
Last week, ‘Navy Comes Through’ 
(RKO) and ‘Get Hep to Love’ (U), 
Slim $7,000 at 28-33-44 scale. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,200; 28-33- 
44)—‘Road to Morocco’ (Par), Com- 
edy is doing a nifty single to tune 
of trim $11,000. Last week, ‘Who 
Done It?’ (U) and ‘Moonlight Ha- 
vana’ (U), sock $12,500. 

Keith’s (Ind) (1,200; 
—‘Baby Face Morgan’ (PRC) with 
vaudeville and Milt Britton band 
on stage. Okay $4,500 in four days. 
Last week, ‘Old Homestead’ (Rep) 
and vaudeville, $5,400 in same time. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 28-33-44) 
—‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Boogie 
Man Get You’ -(Col). Combo still 
good for nice $7,500 in second week 
after a smash $12,500 in first seven 
days. 

Lyrie (Katz-Dolle) (1,850: 28-33- 
44)—‘Who Done It?’ (U) and ‘Moon 
light in Havana’ (U). Picking up 
an extra $3,500 on moveover from 
Indiana. Last week, first run combo. 
‘Sin Town’ (U) and ‘Sherlock Holmes 
Voice’ (U), neat $4.700 in six days. 


28-33-44-55) 
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Wash. Slept’ Forte $28,000, Topper 
In Frisco; ‘Groove -Busse Solid 266 


San Francisco, Dec. 8. 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 








JERSEY CITY OFF BUT 


SIM’ OKAY AT 17800 LA: Biz Bogs Down but ‘Cargo’ Oke 


$38,800 in 3 Houses: ‘Wash.’ Mild 
2AG, 3-Spot H.0., ‘Morocco’ 35G. 2d 





Jersey City, Dec. 8. 
Pre-Christmas slack starting earli- 
er than usual this year, with busi- 
ness among the first-runs generally 
under expectations. Of current en- 
tries, only ‘Gentleman Jim,’ at the 


only opener in the pix-only houses, 
is drawing a big $28,000. A jive pro- 
gram at the Golden Gate, ‘Strictly 
in the Groove,’ and Henry Busse’s 
orch on stage, is building to a fine 
$26.000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 50-65) — 
‘Washington Slept Here’ (WB) and 
‘Busses Roar’ (WR). Terrific $28,- 
000. Last week, ‘Gentleman Jim’ 
(WB) and ‘Careful, Soft Shoulders’ 
(20th), was disappointing, $28,200 for 
nine days, considering pix locale is 
Frisco. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 44-55- 
75)—‘Strictly in Groove’ (U) plus 
Henry Busse orch, others, on stage. 
Solid $26,000, Last week, ‘Sin Town’ 
(U) and Ray McKinley’s orch on 
stage, stout $24,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 50- 
65) — ‘Sister Eileen’ (Col) (5th wk) 
and ‘Smith Minnesota’ (Col) (2d 
wk). - Still good for $9,700 in fifth 
stanza. Last week, great $13,200. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 50-65) 
—‘Major and Minor’ (Par) and 
‘Tombstone’ (Par) (3d wk). Torrid 
$16,000. Last week, socko $20,800. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 50-65) 
—Gentleman Jim’ (WB) and ‘Care- 
ful, Soft Shoulders’ (20th) (move- 
over). Okay $9,500. Last week, 
‘Black Swan’ (20tn) and ‘Manila 
Calling’ (20th) (moveover), $9,900. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 50-65)—‘Never Lovelier’ 
(Col) and ‘Devil With Hitler’ (UA) 


(2d wk). Substantial $10,000. Last 
week, stout $13.700. 


Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 50-65)— 
‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Night New 
Orleans’ (Par) (2d wk). Terrific 
$19,000 on secoind time around, Last 
week, record biz at $27,800. 


‘Rangers’ Rugged 196 
In Two Seattle Spots; 
‘Journey’ $10,000 H.0. 


Seattle, Dec. 8. 

Skowmen are still awaiting the 
effect of gasoline rationing in these 
parts. Too early to tell yet, with de- 
cline currently being attributed to 
Christmas buying season for most 

art. ‘You Were Never Lovelier’ is 
bie on its second week at the Liberty. 
Orpheum and Paramount have 
trong second weeks with ‘Desperate 

ourney’ at former and ‘Springtime 
in Rockies’ at the Par. ‘Forest Ran- 
oahy day-and-dating at the Music 
all and Fifth Avenue, is leading the 
city with the combo grosses. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
800; 40-50-65)—Bambi’ (RKO) and 
‘Aldrich, Editor’ (Par) (3d wk) (from 
the Fifth Avenue), Solid $4,900. Last 
Week, ‘Thunder Birds’ (20th) (2c 
wk), oke $4,600. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 40-50- 

$Si—‘Forest Rangers’ (Par) and 
‘That Other Woman’ (20th). Playing 
day-date with Music Hall, substantial 
$12,000. Last week, second here of 
‘Bambi’ (RKO) and ‘Aldrich, Editor’ 
(Par) socko for all-time second 
week record at $11,700. 

Liberty (J&vH) (1,650; 40-50-65)— 
‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) (2d _ wk). 
Grea $8,500. Last week, same film, 

ig 39,600. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 40-50-65)— 
*‘Maior and Minor’ (Par) (fith wk). 
Holding on for indicated sturdy $4,- 
100. Last week, $5,800. i 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 40-50-65) 








— Forest Rangers’ (Par) and ‘Other 
Woman’ (20th). Day-and-date with 
Fifth Avenue, pushing for big $7,000 


in six days (Symphony using theatre | 


on seventh playdate). Last week, 
‘Springtime in Rockies’ (20th) and 
‘Manila Calling’ (20th), grand $9,700, 
record here under present policy. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 40-50-65 )— 
‘Desperate Journey’ (WB) and ‘Comes 
Up Love’ (U) (2d wk). Great $10,000. 
Last week, same pair, sock $16,000. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,250; 40-50- 
65 )—'Hi, Neighbor’ (Rep) and ‘Secret 
Enemies’ (WB) plus vaude. Fine $9,- 
000. Last week, ‘Old Homestead’ 
(Rep) and ‘Smith Minnesota’ (Col), 
plus vaude, ditto. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 40-50-65) 
—‘Springtime in Rockies’ (20th) and 
‘Manila Calling’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Strong $8.700. Last week, immense 
$15,300. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-45)— 
‘Priorities Parade’ (Par) and ‘Mos- 
cow Strikes Back’ (Rep), latter 
yanked for ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ 
(RKO) after three days (2d run). 
Fair $3,500. Last week (40-50-65), 
‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO), in return 
date. nice $4,100. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 20 
30)—‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
‘Joan of Ozark’ (Rep) (3d run). Big 
$4.000. Last week. third run of ‘Pied 
Piper’ (20th) and ‘Lady in Jam’ (U), 


big $4.300. 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Thie Week...........$2,199,700 


(Based on 26 cities, 187 thea- 


tres, chiefly first rune, including 
N. Y.) ‘Moon 


Stanley, is forte. 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ...........$1,680,100 
(Based on 25 cities, 175 theatres) 


‘Jim’ Stout $21,000 In 
Newark; ‘Iceland’ 1736 
In 2d, ‘Witch’ Fair 1436 


Newark, Dec. 8. 


ing $17,000. 
Stanley 





800, good. 


$15,000. 
State 
64-85 } — ‘Sister 


like around 


diocre $11,000. 


augmented by Count Basie orch on 
the stage, is forte. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Adams-Par) (1,950; 25-40- A bo ef the peelion teat On sa and ‘That Other Woman’ dualled. 
65-75-99)—Spitfire Sees Ghost’ combo “ pas is W 
(RKO) and eit: din oreh, | tationing and a storm that iced the Estimates for This Week 
others, on stage. Bright $17,000. Last | streets for two days clipped biz at Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
week, ‘Sabotage Squad’ (Col) plus|the deluxers early last week but | (1,400; 15-30-40)—'Road to Morocco 


Bob Crosby orch, ditto. 
Branford (WB) (2,800; 
75-90) —‘Gentleman Jim’ 
‘Strictly in Groove’ (U). Sock $21,- 
000, possibly higher. Pix playing 
day and date with the Stanley in 
Jersey City, and will be held for 
second session. Last week, ‘Wash- 
ington Slept Here’ (WB) and ‘Eyes 
Underworld’ (VU), trim $19,500. 


Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-30-35-44- 


30-35-60- 


(WB) and Bow Incident’ 


Weapon’ is tops. 


Stanford’ (Col) 


Staunch $17,500 after whammo $26,- 
000 initial sesh. Thanksgiving Da 
biz cracked one-day house record. 

State (Loew’s) (2,600; 30-40-55-65- 


(U). 
‘Thunder 


Neat 
Birds’ 


75)—‘Married a Witch’ (UA) and| St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)—| Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
‘Counter Espionage’ (Col). Doesn’t| ‘Undying Monster’ (20th) and ‘Dr. | 15-30-40)—‘Sin Town’ (U) and ‘Des- 
figure for better than $14,500, fair.| Renault’s Secret’ (20th). Chillers! tination Unknown’ (U). Mild $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Moon “— Sixpence’ | go at this house and $7,000 fine. Last; Last week, ‘Seven Days Leave’ 
(UA) and ‘Seven weethearts’ | week, ‘Flying Fortress’ (WB) and; (RKO) and “‘Falcon’s’ Brother’ 





(M-G), bangup $17,000. 


Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew’s) 
65-85 )—‘Married a Witch’ (UA) and | 
‘Counter Espionage’ 
a poor start, slim $10,000. Last week, | 
and Sixpence’ 
‘Seven Sweethearts’ 


85) — ‘Gentleman 
‘Strictly in Groove’ (U). 


Last week, ‘Thunder Birds’ 
and ‘Here Go Again’ 


(Skouras) (2,200; 35-44-55- 
Eileen’ 
‘Boogie Man Get You’ (Col). Looks 
$12,000, 
week, ‘Washington Slept Here’ (WB) 
and ‘Dr. Renault’s Secret’ (U), me- 


(WB) (4,500; 35-44-55-65- | Total Gross Same Week 
Jim’ (WB) and Last Year... $290,000 
About $17,- (Based on 13 theatres) 
Stays for second round. | == " 
(WB) 
(RKO), dull 


Lone standout this week is , ; d 
‘Gentleman Jim,’ carrying a hefty ; Bad wegen and eee! yp nba 
b.o. punch at the Branford. Set for S L ° B Af ures over the weekend crimped | 
a second stanza. The Adams, with t. OuIS etter ter takings along the local row while | 
‘Mexican Spitfire Sees a Ghost’ gas rationing kept a good many | 

nant : patrons away. H.o’s and not so 


Bliz; ‘Ox-Bow’ Nice 1656 





St. Louis, Dec. 8. 


currently grosses are slowly return- 
ing to normalcy. Fox with ‘The Ox- 
and 


Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loews) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 
‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Spirf of 
(2d wk). 
tack on another $13,000 to the sock 
$23,000 garnered first stanza. 

Ambassador (F&M) 
50)—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) and ‘Get 


55)—‘Panama Hattie’ (M-G) and ; ; Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
‘Was Framed’ (WB). So-so $2,800, | Hep to Love’ (U). Fair $12,500. Last | 39.49)-Me My Gal’ (M-G) and 
Last week, ‘Mummy’s Tomb’ (U)| Week, ‘Nightmare’ (U) and Billy | ‘counter Espionage’ (Col) (2d wk). 
and ‘Night Monster™(U), terrific | Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe unit on| yedium $8,000. Last week, same 
$4,100, setting a house high for year. aes eae tepid $13,800 at upped ad-| combo, strong $13,000. rade 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; | ™JS . ; Mary Anderson (Libson) ,000; 
35-45-55-60-75) — ‘Forest | Rangers’| _ Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)—'Ox- | 15.30-40)—‘Gentleman Jim’ (WB) | 
(Par) and ‘Aldrich. Editor’ (Par) Bow Incident (20th) and ‘Secret (2d wk). Current week’s outlook is 
(2d wk). Oke $12,000. Last week,| Weapon’ (U). Looks like the best | for fair $3,200, satisfactory, after last 
bright $17,000. buy in town with $16,500, fine. Last} week’s good $4,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-55-65- | week, ‘Who Done It?’ (U) and ‘Fal- Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
75-85-99)—Iceland’ (20th) andj con’s Brother’ (RKO), swell $19,500. | 39-40)—'Thunder Birds’ (20th) and 
‘Manila Calling’ (20th) (2d wk), | Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 30-40-50)— | ‘That Other Woman’ (20th). Not 


‘Who Done It?’ (U) and ‘Nightmare’ 
$7,500. 
(20th) and 
Comes Through’ (RKO), fine $8,900. 


‘Hidden Hand’ (WB), good $6,600. 








(3,205; 35-44-55- | 


Broadway Grosses 


(Col). Off to 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . ... .$369,500 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


and 
rous- 


(UA) 
(M-G), 

















‘Thunder Birds’ Fine 
$9,000 in Sad L’ ville; 
‘Gal’ Mild 8G for 1.0. 


(Col) and 





okay. Last 


Louisville, Dec. 8. 





forte new product are not helping. 
Top coin of the week looks headed 
for the Rialto with ‘Thunder Birds’ 


(Par}. Movecver. from the Rialto 
looks like a clean-up, swell $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Bambi’ (RKO) and 
‘Priorities Parade’ (Par), light $2,- 
500 on moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) 
—‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO) 
and ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G). Good §$1,- 
900. Last week, ‘Pied Piper’ (20th) 
and ‘Pardon Sarong’ (U), split with 
‘Talk Town’ (Col) and ‘Wings and 
Woman’ (RKO), oke $1,800. 


‘The Secret 


Should 


(3,000; 30-40- 


particularly potent marquee fare 
but should manage nice $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Road to Morocco’ (Par), 
great $15,000, and moveover, 


Last week, 


‘Navy 


(RKO), swell) $6,000. 








NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 





Current Biz—Storms, Holdovers Also Hurt 


‘Christmas Shopping Starts Earlier Than Usual, Cutting Into 





Admonition to shop and mail early this Christmas, 
plus gas rationing and storms, is reacting unfavorably 
at many deluxe theatres this week, numerous key cities 


reporting much earlier-than-usual Xmas shopping. An , 


additional detrimental factor is the usual dip after 
Thanksgiving holiday splurge, accompanied by a large 
number of holdovers. 

Cream of top grosses again goes to ‘Road to Morvcco’ 
(Par) and ‘Me and My Gal’ (M-G). Remainder of 
business is fairly widely split among ‘Gentleman Jim’ 
(WB), ‘White Cargo’ (M-G), ‘Who Done It?’ (U), 





| 


jin lukewarm Los Angeles and okay 





‘Snringtime in Rockies’ (20th), ‘You Were Never Love- 


lier’ (Col) and ‘Now, Voyager’ (WB), with ‘Forest 
Rangers’ (Par) also giving a good account of itself 
‘Morocco,’ opening to a trim $11,000 in Indianapolis, 
is big on holdover in Minneapolis, K. C. (where it’s 
leader), Providence and Buffalo. Bob Hope’s latest is 
nice $35.000 in second Los Angeles session, terrific 
$25,000 for Boston holdover, stout $10,000 for fourth 
downtown Detroit frame and great $60,000 in fourth 
stanza at the giant N. Y. Paramount. ‘My Gal,’ doing 
mildly in offish Pittsburgh and seventh N. Y. sesh, 
paces dismal Philadelphia with a solid $21,500, is a 


strong $33,000 in two Boston spots on holdover, terrific 
$19,000 for second San Francisco week. nice $12,000 on 
second frame in sagging Baltimore and nice to strong 
on second stanzas in K. C., Prov., St. Louis, Indian- 
apolis, Denver and Buffalo. 
‘JIM’ DOING OKAY 

‘Jim,’ while big $16,500 for six days of second Wash- 
ington session, stout $21,000 in Newark and good $40,000 
in holdover session at N. Y. Strand, rates off form in 
Cincinnati, mild on its second Philadelphia week, okay 
in Jersey City at $17,800 and $13,000, fairly good, for 
second Balto sesh. ‘Cargo,’ too, shapes up a bit spotty 
currently, being fine $15,000 in Chicago holdover, but 
weak on second N. Y. week and mediocre in second 
Philly sesh. It’s satisfactory $38,000 in three theatres 
in Pittsburgh and 
Washington, being helped by stage attractions in both 
of latter two spots. ‘Done It’ torrid at $27,000 in N 
Y., bangup $18,000 in Boston for h.o. and strong in sec- 
ond Buffalo 


weal 


‘Rockies’ is bucking the tide stoutly with huge $34,000 
in Detroit, strong second Seattle stanza, oke $35,000 for 
third N. Y. session and nice for third week in Philly. 
‘Never Lovelier’ looks big $95,000 at giant N. Y. Music 
Hall, stout in Denver and great on second Seattle sesh. 
However, merely okay in Frisco and touching a new 
low for house at thin takings in Pittsburgh. ‘Voyager,’ 





with a great week in Detroit and nifty holdover in 
Brooklyn, is only nice in Cleveland and fair in St. 


Louis. Film still robust at $17,500 for fourth Chsteene 
stanza | 
‘Rangers’ spurted to a big $19,000 in two Seattle | 
spots is oKay n Newark solid if Baitimore and big jn 
Denver, all holdover dates. ‘Washington Slept Here’ | 
(WB) again is a bit spotty, with big $28,000, Frisco, | 
and nice $16.000, Prov., but thin $24,000 for three L. A 


medi $21,000 
(UA) currently in mucl 
in Jersey City and fai 


spots on second frame and Philly. | 


‘Married a Witch’ 


picking 


cre 
1 same boat 


in Newark, 


with slim 


but bright $9,000 in Buffalo. ‘Black Swan’ (20th) is 
excell $14,090 Cincy and big $10,000 for Pitt 
holdove! | 


‘OX-BOW’ LOOMS STRONGLY 


| 

‘Ox-Bow Incident’ (20th) is living up to expectancy 
displayed in pre-release Denver date by topping St. | 
Louis at nice $16.500 while ‘Whistling in Dixie’ (M-G) 
is faring none too well with just okay $11,000 in Cleve- 
land. A couple of chiller combos are showing well. 
After ‘Mummy's Tomb’ and ‘Night Monster,’ the Uni- 
versal pair, set new marks last week in Newark and 


Cincy, ‘Undying Monster’ and ‘Dr. Renault’s Secret,’ 
the 20th-Fox combination, is doing a fine week in St. | 
Louis and robust $9,000 in Denver. 

From ‘Variety’ correspondents: ‘Thunder’ Birds’ 
(20th). okay $17,000 in Brooklyn and nice in Louisville. 
‘Casabl: 1’ (WB), strong $27,000 1 N. Y. holdover. 
‘Cat People’ (RKO), good $10,000 in N. Y. ‘Iceland’ | 
(20th). staunch $17,500 for second Newark sesh 
and Minor’ (Par), strong $26,000 in Washington and 
fine $39,000 in Chicago holdover, aided by band. ‘Fly-.| 
ing Tigers’ (Rep), hefty $10,000 in third Detroit week 


~-OMINg up sett 
1 (20th) (2d wk) and 


|are ‘Look Out Below,’ 


‘Major | Company She Keeps’ 





Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 

Gas rationing is starting to get in 
its licks and as a result business at 
the picture theatres is off around 
15°.. Biz further hit by the earlier 
than usual Christmas shopping rush. 
Also currently there are nine hold- 
overs in first-run theatres. further 
depressing the total take. 

‘White Cargo’ at the Chinese, State 
and Ritz, last being used for the 
first time as a first-run theatre, is 
doing $38,800 for top combo in city. 
‘Road to Morocco’ is holding up 
strongly in its second session with 
$35,000, nice considering local con- 
ditions. ‘George Washington Slept 
Here’ is only $24,000 on second ses- 
sions at the Downtown, Wiltern and 
Hollywood. 


Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1.516: 33- 


44-55-65-85) — ‘Bambi’ (RKO) (6th 
wk) and ‘Mrs. Hadley’ (2d wk). 
Okay $3,200 expected after holiday 


hypoed to $3,500 last week, 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 33- 
44-55-65-85) — ‘White Cargo’ (M-G) 
and ‘Eyes in Night’ (M-G). Fine 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Me and My Gal’ 
(M-G), and ‘Omaha Traii’ (M-G), 
$14,700. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 
€65-75-85)--‘Washingten Slept’ «wB) 
(2d wk). Geared for mild $9,000 
after getting $14,000 last week. 


Four Star (UA-WC) (33-44-55-65- 
85)—House now a subsequent run, 
replacing the Ritz. Last week, 
‘Bambi’ (RKO) (5th wk) and ‘Mrs. 
Hadley’ (M-G) (1st wk), $2,700. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 
75-85) — ‘Aircraft Is Missing’ (UA) 
(3d wk). Won't get past thin $2,500 
following second stanza’s $3,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756;, 33-44-55- 
65-75-85) — ‘Washington Slept Here’ 
(WB) (2d wk). No sweet dreams at 
$8,000, following fair $13,000 last 
week, considerably below expecta- 
tions. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,200; 33-44- 
55-65)—Marie Roget’ (U) (2d run) 
and ‘Busses Roar’ (WB) (1st run), 
with: Ada Leonard’s girl orch. Fair 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Flying Tigers’ 
(Rep) (2d run), with Duncan Sisters 
on stage, ditto. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 33-44-55-65- 
75-85)—‘Nightmare’ (U) and ‘Moon- 
light Havana (U). Sloughed by ra- 
tioning on opening, thin $9,300. Last 
week, ‘Navy Comes Through’ (RKO) 
and ‘Big Street’ (RKO) (2d wk), oke 





$9,000. 
Paramount (F&M) (3,389; 33-44-55- 
65-75-85) — ‘Morocco’ (Par) and 


‘Street Chance’ (Par) (2d wk). Feel- 
ing gas a little but still mighty at 
$22,500, following last week’s record- 
breaking $34,600. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (2,- 
204; 33-44-55-65-75-85) — ‘Morocco’ 
(Par) (2d wk). Good enough $12,- 
500 after sock $21,500 on opening 


etan7o 
Via, 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,873; 33- 
44-55-65) — ‘Nightmare’ (U) and 
‘Moonlight Havana’ (U). Due for 
quick exit after slow $12,500. Last 


week, ‘Navy Comes Through’ (RKO) 
and ‘Big Sireet’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
fine $13,000. 

State (Loew’s-WC) 
65-75)—‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and 
‘Eyes in Night” (M-G), Trim $20,- 
000. Last week, ‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) 
and ‘Omaha Trail’ (M-G), nifty $21,- 
500 


(2,204; 33-44- 


UA (UA-WC) (2,100; 33-44-65 )—~ 
‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Omaha 
Traii’ (M-G) (Moveovers). Likely 


stout $6,200. Last week, ‘Black Swan’ 
(20th) and ‘Tish’ ‘M-G), strong $7,- 


700 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 33-44-65) 
‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Omaha 
$6.000 


Trail’ (M-G) Satisfactory 
"OmMIN ‘yy Last week ‘Black Swan’ 


rar 


Tish’ (M-G) (1st 

| wk) (Moveovers), $5,400. 
Wiltern (WB) (2,756: 33-44-55-65- 
| 75-85) —‘George Washington Slept’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Mildish $7,000, fol- 


lowing last week’s fine $12,000 

Ritz (F-WC } ‘ yo 3 $- 44-55 §5- 
85)—‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Eyes 
in Night’ (M-G). So-so $6,800 for thig 
nabe just turned first-run. Last week 
house was subsequent run. 


Hempstead’s 8 in ’43 
Motivbeak Dec. 8. 


David Hempstead’s producer cone 
tract at RKO was renewed for one 


| year with eight pictures on his proe- 
gram for the next 12 months. 
Among the new features lined up 


‘'G OsSon G 4 hy 
ent Girl,’ ‘The 
nd ‘Portrait of 
a Lady.’ Curre: tiy work ng unaer 
Hempstead’s supervision are ‘Flight 


‘China Sky,’ ‘Governn 
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When Peace Comes... 
































q_ It will have an unmatchable record as 
a force for propaganda. 

















@. There will be great significance in the 
part played by Show Business in the War. 


q_ it will have carried the inspiration to 
United Nations’ victory via Screen, Radio, 


Stage, Music and all the Liberal Arts. 
q_ it will have beem-the pace iwaker.in W 


Bond sales and War Relief drives. 


@_ It will have been a most potent force in | 
upholding national and servicemen’s morale. 











q_ It will be worthwhile putting on record. 
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EXPLOITATION 
ADVANTAGES : 


USUAL ADVERTISING RATES 
PREVAIL 


Reservations and Copy May Be Sent it 
to Any Variety Office 


NEW YORK CHICAGO 
154 W. 46th St. 54 W. Randolph St. 


HOLLYWOOD LONDON 


1708 No. Vine St. 8 St. Martin’s Pl. | 
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Here’s How Metro’s New Radio Series 
Backs Up Its Pix for Timelier Bally 





‘THE LION’S ROAR’ 
With Col. Lemuel Stoopnagle (F. 
Chase Tayor) and Fred Uttal 
Writers: Jay Semmers and William 
Glickman 
Director: Bert Prager 
5 Mins. 
METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 
Mon. Thru Fri., 7 p. m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York 
(Donahue & Coe) 
Metro is experimenting on the air 
with what may develop as an effec- 
tive medium of advertising itself, its 


pictures and stars on a national scale, 
with spot announcements on five- 
minute periods so handled and timed 
as to bring the best results. Company 
is on the Blue network Mondays 
through Fridays. 

While film companies from time to 
time have bought time for spot an- 
nouncements on certain pictures, this 
is the first time that any of them has 
established a regular net series. 
Metro is said to have been prompted 
to try out the air regularly, in view 
of the variation in engagements of 
pictures throughout the country, due, 
in part, to film becoming blocked for 
lengthy periods through extended 
runs, sales resistance in some locali- 
ties which holds up product, etc. This 
has had the effect of minimizing the 
importance of advance advertising in 
national magazines, which must be 

wR Ba ’ 

. ae t 4 5 oe ‘aah Neds opr rene 
in addition to plugging Metro itself 
and stars, the distributor is able to 
time comments in praise of pictures 
as they get widest national exhibi- 
tion and when they are about to be 
dated or already are on various en- 
gagements. It is not unlikely other 
distribs may also take to the air. 

Metro’s five-minute program week- 
nights deals in direct and indirect 
advertising, latterly through the nov- 
elty script furnished for Col. Stoop- 
nagle and his wisecracks. While not 
screamingly funny Thursday night 
(3), when caught, Stoopnagle’s stint 
rather effectively got over the de- 
sired message. Fred Uttal plays 
straight for him. 

Program Thursday night opened 
with an announcement that Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer ‘makes more pic- 
tures than anybody,’ followed up by 
mention of ‘For Me and My Gal.’ This 
was chosen as the film for the Thurs- 
day night plugging, none other being 
mentioned. However, Hedy Lamarr’s 
name was worked into the broadcast 
that evening, but without any refer- 
ence to her newest picture, ‘White 
Cargo,’ currently in its second week 
at the Capitol, N. Y. 

The Lamarr name figures on the 
other end of a phone conversation 
held with Stoopnagle, but with no 
female voice, of course, being heard. 
At first, when Stoopnagle answers 
the phone, he says he never heard of 
Hedy. Then later, he deigns to say 
hello to her. 

At another point, with Stoopnagle 
as a managing editor trying to find 
out what’s happening in Holiywood, 
he learns N. Y. just released ‘For Me 
and My Gal,’ so he decides to review 
it himself. On going to the theatre 
he discovers that his copy boy, lost 
for a week, has been in the house 
that long seeing the film. 

With Judy Garland, George Mur- 
phy and Gene Kelly, of ‘For Me and 
My Gal,’ given mention, the spot an- 
nouncement wound up Thursday 
with the direct urge: ‘Watch for ‘For 
Me and My Gal,’ coming to your fa- 
vorite theatre soon.’ 

Billing of the Metro show is ‘The 
T,ion’s Roar.’ This is the house organ 
trademark and slogan of the Metro 
sales department. Char. 


REAL-LIFE ‘LONE WOLF” 
DISTURBS MANAGER 


Halifax, N. S., Dec. 8. 
At the local Family, in the heart 








of this city, manager Pat Dwyer has | 


been warned to be on the watch for 
the Lone Wolf. Dwyer has invited 
the ‘Lone Wolf’ from Columbia Pic- 
tures, to the Family screen for many 
visits but, this time, it’s the Lone 
Wolf in the fiesh, and he’s aiming 
at the Family safe. 


The exhib picked up a note and 
the dial of a safe at the door of his 
office. On the note was the not too 
grammatical message, ‘The Lone 
Wolf Will Strike. Be Wear.’ The 
dial was from the safe of a nearby 
service station which was recently 
robbed. The Family is diagonally 
opposite the Capitol, from the safe 
of which thieves recently got a hefty 
haul, viz $5,236. The note and the 
Safe dial came on the heels of a 
showing of a ‘Lone Wolf’ film at 


the Family. 
Manager Dwyer notified the cop- 
pers. 








vv 


TOO HOT A FORWARD PASS 


Holy Cross Does End Run from ‘Ton- 
delayo’ to Judy 








Worcester, Dec. 8. 

Harold H. Maloney, manager of 
Loew’s Poli, invited members of the 
Holy Cross football team to be his 
guests last week_and sit on the stage 
while being presented an inscribed 
loving cup for its showing the past 
season. But when the powers-that- 
be at the college learned the feature 
film was ‘White Cargo,’ they turned 
thumbs down, 

Hence, Crusaders received trophy 
last night (Monday) on stage of 
Loew’s Poli Elm Street house, where 
‘For Me and My Gal’ is holding forth. 


AFM Kayos Film 
Sound Track Off 
Air as Trailers 


Re eae WAS, th tia, 
Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 

Use of sound tracks made in film 
studios to play motion pictures on 
the radio has been tabooed, accord- 
ing to a ruling received by Musi- 
cians Local 47 from the Interna- 
tional Board of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. 

New ruling explains that since no 
member of the union is permitted to 
make records or transcriptions un- 
less special permission is granted 
by prexy James C. Petrillo, any 
use of their work for radio pur- 
poses is a violation of the regula- 
tion which went into effect last July 
31. Contention is that even the 
brief portions of musicalized sound 
track used as advertising on the air 
contravenes the union ruling. 


Pix Tieups With Mdse. 


Now in Reverse Due To 











Department store sales promotion 
heads are becoming hesitant about 
picture tieups, via advertising 
columns, due to uncertainty over the 
types of civilian goods which will be 


available next, or quantities and 
| merchandising methods to _ be 
| adopted. 


| Feelers recently put eut by film | 


‘companies seeking promotional tie- 
ups on forthcoming productions 
| have, in some cases, met with luke- 
! warm response in contrast to previ- 
'ous reaction. Stores are adopting a 
‘wait and see’ attitude, pending 
further clarification of the situation 
| regarding civilian goods distribution. 
| Possibility has been discussed by 
|sales promotion execs handling retail 


}outlets of changing advertisigg 
‘formula. Instead of stressing the 
'selling of merchandise, sales copy 


| may be concerned with keeping con- 
| sumption of civilian goods at a 
|minimum. In this event, it is pointed 
lout that unique promotional tieups 
i which would in effect hypo civilian 

consumer purchases might not be 
| desirable. 


| ‘LUCKY’ WORCESTER 
Worcester, Dec. 8. 

| This city hopes to lan world pre- 
miere of “Lucky Jordan,” in which 
| Helen Walker, Worcester girl, is 
co-starred with Alan Ladd. Mayor 
William A. Bennett has conferred 
with Arnold Van leer, representing 
Paramount’s New York office, and 
it is believed Miss Walker and Ladd 
may be able to come here for film’s 
opening at Capitol next month. 


It is Miss Walker’s first film. 


' 
| 





RODNEY BUSH UPPED 


Rodney Bush, of Hal Horhe’s ad- 
vertising department in 20th-Fox, 
has been placed in charge of ex- 
ploitatiori, post he had previously 
held. 

M. D. 





(Doc) Howe, who headed 


‘ors’ Service Dept., will in future 


exploitation as well as the Exhibit- | 
groups to make it all 


Limitation of Goods, 








Buxbaum Over Crisis 





Harry Buxbaum, sales executive 
for 20th-Fox, who is of general dis- 
tribution assignment, is battling a 
serious heart condition at his home, 
Lawrence, L. I., but is reported to 
have passed the crisis. He was under 
an oxygen tent for a week. 

For many years metropolitan N.Y. 
district manager for 20th, Buxbaum 
was shifted to the homeoffice by 
Tom Connors last spring. 


WPBS ZINC NIX 
PUTS CURB ON 
CHEESECAKE 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
War Production Board is after 
‘cheesecake’ leg art from Holly- 
wood, and the rationing of zine for 
newspapers means that this form of 
journalistic decoration is out for the 
duration. 


Newspapers were notified that a 
25% reduction in the zine quota be- 
came effective Nov. 15. This will 
be further reduced on Feb. 15, 1943. 
At the WPB it was stated that metro- 
politan dailies are using altogether 
too much valuable zinc on non-es- 
metal stock pile is running low and 
a cut is imperative. 


Such pictures as holiday art, with 
Hollywood cuties carving’ the 
Thanksgiving turkey, or some cur- 
vaceous damsel wrapped up in 
cellophane as a gift from Santa 
Claus, are deemed a waste of space, 
regardless of -how eye-filling they 
are on drama pages. Metropolitan 
dailies were advised to confine their 
art to half-tones run in connection 
with current attractions. 

The reduction order also applies to 
other departments of the big dailies, 
with sports pages, women’s pages 
and society layouts cut to the bone. 

Press departments in Washington 
immediately began to expand their 
mat services. Small town news- 
papers have been serviced with mats 
for some months, and the plan is to 
extend this service to metropolitan 
dailies. Metro; for instance, has a 
complete mat service for ‘Journey 
for Margaret’ and supplied this in- 
stead of photos. Warner Bros. is 
also equipped for such mat promo- 
tion. The Associated Press also sup- 
plied a mat service in connection 
with amusements and it is expected 
that this will be expanded to fit war- 
time conditions. 








PIC NAMES DX 
TO LATIN AMER. 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Greatly increased use of film 
names is being made by the Office of 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs for its shortwave airings in 
Latin America. Among Hollywood- 
ites who have recently appeared on 
Coordinator’s programs are Linda 
Darnell, Marlene Dietrich, Michele 
Morgan and Jinx Falkenburg. 

Stars do their turns on waxings, 
which are shipped from here to New 


York by Jack Runyon. CIA’s local 
radio rep, who sets up the shows. It 
is understood that some of the disks 
are inserted into DX programs 


others are 
and 
to 
lo- 


pumped to L. A., while 
given some added prod 
put on larger disks for shipment 
Latin stations, 
cally on long waxe. 


Industry's War Service 


iction 


which air them 








Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Industry Service Bureau is 


new name of the Public 

Committee as result of conferences 
between Charles Francis Coe and 
Arthur DeBra. Pair discussed ways 


and means of servicing show busi- 
ness and the public with information 
on the how and why of the war in- 
dustry. 

Coe and DeBra are 
producers, prior to a 
ings with distributor 


huddling with 
tour of meet- 
and exhibitor 


one group for 


{devote his entire time to the latter. | winning of the war. 


the | 
Relations | 


| 


— 


| 


Dramatized Electrical Transcriptions 


By RKO to Pre-Sel Fans and Exhibs 





| + 


'5-Way Dec. Preem 
For U’s ‘Navy Roar’ 

‘Roar Navy Roar,’ Universal short, 
will be given simultaneous preems in 
|San Diego, Seattle, Norfolk, Bal- 
timore and New London either on 
Dec. 16 or 17. Two-reel production, 
turned out by Tom Mead and Joseph 
O’Brien, U newsreel toppers, likely 
will be completed this week. 

‘Roar’ will be backed by national 
campaign in magazines, trade pa- 
pers and co-op ads with exhibitors. 
Drive for best exploitation on the 
short extends to next April 15. 


UA Budgets 856 
To Bally ‘Serve’; 








United Artists Is understood fig- 
uring en an advertising budget of 
$85,000 for ‘In Which We Serve,’ 


Dec. 23. 

Reported that this appropriation 
has been earmarked for national 
mag advertising, apart from use of 
other media. 

Metro, from accounts, is budget- 
ing national advertising for ‘Random 
Harvest’ at $110,000. 


Top Navy Men Attend 


Preview of ‘Stand By’ 
On Pearl Harbor Anri 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
Practically every high ranking 
officer of the U. S. Navy turned out 
last night (7) for a special screen- 











at the National Archives, shown as 


the culmination of the Navy’s ob- 
servance of the Pearl Harbor anni- 
versary. 

The Navy Board of Review saw 
the feature three weeks ago and 
gave it an endorsement as an au- 
thentic picture of U. S. sea tradi- 
tion. 
Admiral and Mrs, James O. Richard- 
son, Admiral A. J. Hepburn, Rear 
Admiral and Mrs. Randall 





feld, Rear Admiral and Mrs. H. C. 


| Train, Rear Admiral and Mrs. A. C. | 


Pickens, Rear Admiral and Mrs. John 
iH. Newton, Rear Admiral E. L. 
Cochrane, Rear Admiral and Mrs. 


Farber, Rear Admiral Ross T. Mc- 
Intyre and Captain Leland P. Lo- 
vette. 

The film’s national premiere will 
be held Dec. 31 day-and-date in 
Washington, San Francisco, Chicago, 


stars Robert Taylor and Charles 


Laughton, with Walter Brennan and 
Brian Donlevy featured. 


Now We're 3 Again 








Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Dennis Moore succeeds John King. 
now in the Army, as third of a trio 
with Ray Corrigan and Max Ter- 
hune in the ‘Range Busters’ series of 
westerns at Monogram. 
| First film with the new combina- 
tion is ‘“‘Robber’s 


Roost,’ slated to 
start Friday (11) with William L. 
Nolte scripting a story by Arthur 


Hoerl. 


Films’ Adfemmes Meet 


Women workers in N. Y. film ex- 
|changes, home offices, theatres, ad 
agencies, publicity and other depart- 





iments, have formed a luncheon club, | 


which meets every other Tuesday at 

ithe Abbey hotel. It’s strictly 
| but ultimately might develop into a 
|femme AMPA type of organization. 


| Isabelle Austin, assistant to Homer | 
| regular runs used to be at 12:45, but 


| Harmon, publicity-advertising direc- 
|tor of the Roxy, started the lunch 
iclub. It is known as Women of the 

Amusement and Motion Picture 
| Services 


1106 for M-G Pic. 


ing of ‘Stand By For Action’ (M-G), 


At last night’s preview were | 


Jacobs, ! 
Rear Admiral and Mrs. L. E. Den- | 


W. H. P. Blandy, Rear Admiral W. S. | 


Norfolk, San Diego and Boston. Pic | 


social, | 





Electrical transcriptions with dra- 


|matized spots concerning new pic- 
; 
}tures will shortly become a regular 


;part of RKO field force parapher- 
|nalia. RKO is planning to use radio 
| spots on a local and regional basis, 
| starting with ‘Cat People’ 

| Dec. 21, not only for pre-selling au- 
diences but for direct of 
;exhibitors. Figured that the playing 
| of a recording to an exhib will en- 
lhance sales prospects for much 
product which pressbooks and other 
silent exploitation do not exploit 
adequately. 

Move is in line with plans among 
several major film companies to step 
up appropriations for purchase of 
radio time as an exploitation me- 
dium during 1943. Metro has already 
taken time over 100 outlets over the 
Blue net and Universal plans to use 
radio extensively beginning with 
‘When Johnny Comes Marching 
Home.’ Radio promises to become 
one of the most favored exploita- 
tion media for pictures during the 
coming year. ' 

In case of RKO, Bob Mochrie, 
RKO sales manager, will supply 
field forces with recordings, well in 


around 


selling 


Bh Gossard nradsuntian oreeping advance, to be played to exhibs 
maidamecnnan 2 Te a iaRmeEate pages. 


| men will be given from eight to 10 
recordings. 

For the start it is planned to use 
discs mainly for thrillers such as the 
Tarzan series, ‘Cat People’ and pos- 
sibly ‘Hitler’s Children.’ Use of 
chiller effects, such as employed in 
many radio serials (‘Inner Sanctum,’ 
etc.), will predominate in the picture 
platters. 

S. Barret McCormick, head of ad- 
| vertising and publicity for RKO, and 
|Terry Turner, exploitation depart- 
ment head, set the plan. Lord & 
Thomas agency is arranging radio 
time schedules. 


KAYO OF 306 OPS’ SUIT 


| SETS N. Y. PRECEDENT 











| Dismissal of old suit of Local 306, 
| Moving Picture Machine Operators 
|of N. Y. against the Beacon, N. Y., 
| establishes a probable precedent in 
the event a similar situation comes 
up but at present there are no cases 
of this nature pending and unlikely 
that any may develop. 


Beacon action was a unique one 
in that the union claimed RKO and 
Loew’s arranged to turn over the 
operation of the theatre to the Skou- 
ras circuit, with both RKO-Loew’s 


retaining a secret interest. It has 
been claimed that this was done, 
with RKO and Loew’s sharing in 
losses on operation, so that the 
| Brandt cnain, anxious to get the 


house, could not do so, 

Local 306, claiming a fraudulent 
transfer at first but later withdraw- 
ling this allegation, sought payment 
of the same scale at the Beacon as 
paid by the RKO and Loew circuits, 
|as well as restoration of difference 
in scale as between major circuits 
and independents since Skouras took 
over operation i 1938. This roughly 
amounted to around $10 per week a 
man for the five operators employed 


in the house. 

In dismissing the action, Supreme 
Court Justice Denis Cohalar on 
Thursday (3) ruled that the trai 
of operation was purely for business 
reasons and that all defendants had 
lived up to their contract. No ap- 
peal by 306 is intended. 

Suit named the Beacon theatre, 
Skouras Theatre Corp., RKO Service 


Corp. and the Marcus Loew Booking 


Agency. Action was brought during 
the 306 administration of Joe Basson, 
president of the union up to last 
Dec. 1. 


Omaha Street Cars’ Later 
Schedule Aids Theatres 


Omaha, Dec. 8. 
Street car company has given the 
theatres a great break. For past 
week all schedules have been length- 
ened so that patrons without autos 
and with a taxi stringency on can 
get trams and buses home. Last 


now they can see the full midnight 
show and get transportation home 
2 Break was immediately 


until 2 a.m. 


noticeable in all spots. 
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a SP m& NAL ie | 
Haroun-al-Raschid, Caliph of Bagdad, and Sherazade, No. 1 glamour girl 
of all time, in her harem tent, shortly before he rescues her from slavery 


SSeS TET te ag 
slave master auctions off the prett 
from distant Bagdad t 


Following his fight with slave traders, Haroun-al-Raschid 
makes @ thrilling getaway at the ancient gates of Bagdad 
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Wednesday, December 9, 1942 VARIETY ne 
},...just blood, sand and romance, in Technicolor 
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engage in mortal combat 
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Sinbad leads the attack of Haroun-al-Raschid’s men on the forces of Kamar-al-Shaman 
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Rt? ie pe m a 
Haroun-al-Raschid’s horsemen arrive at 
the crucial moment and join in the fray 


Story and Screen Play, Michoe! Hogan » Additional Diologue, True Boardman 
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LEIF ERIKSON BILLY GILBERT EDGAR BARRIER 
SHEMP HOWARD THOMAS GOMEZ TURHAN BEY 


And These Bewitching Horem Queens 


ELYSE KNOX ACQUANETTA CARMEN D'ANTONIO 
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Directed by John Rawlins - Produced by Walter Wanger 
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B.0. St Noo 


tance on Noe! Coward's Serve 


clipses Mere ‘Propaganda Value . 


Noel Coward's new film, ‘In Whi 
We Serve’ (United Artists) was rated 
‘an artistic propaganda success’ by 
crix for London papers and by 
riety’ when the picture opened at the 
there in September. Show- 
men and reviewers who have seen 
the extensive projection 
room previews set up by UA in New 
York disagree, however. They 
it as a b.o. as well as artistic sock. 

U. S. preem of the film will be 


Gaumont 


‘Serve’ at 


see 


held at the Capitol theatre, N. Y.. 
Jater this month. It will go into the 
house with probably the greatest 


word-of-mouth campaign a picture 
particularly a foreign-made one 


has ever had. That’s due partially to 


the lengthy series of previews by 
which UA has maintained interest 


over the long period of delay while 
a duplicating negative was being 
awaited in this country. It’s cue 
more, however, to the gripping 
drama of the 114-minute yarn and 
the simple, effective way it is told. 


Story is of a destroyer from its 
birth in a British shipyard ita. ‘ts. 
death by bombs off Crete. Cleverly 
woven into the life of this inanimate 
thing of steel, and much more im- 
portant, are the backgrounds and 
home life of the men who run it. 
Technique of telling the yarn is to 
present the destruction of the craft 
first and flash back from the faces of 
the various men as they hang pre- 
cariously to a half-awash life raft in 
the Mediterranean. 

Whatever else the film is, it’s no 
recruiting trailer for the Navy. The 
agony and strain of battle have 
never been more clearly limned than 
by the quick-moving camera as dive 
bombers scream in to drop their 


loads and subs silently prey 
below. Those men, covered 
breathing oil, swallowing 


deadly 
from 
with oil, 


oil, dropping off one by one as fa- I 


natical Axis devils ‘machine- gun 
them fror n the air while they hang 
helplessly in the water, make a 
heart-searing sight. 


If ever men had a right to use | .. ; 
7. 3 nt | Cartoon comedy 

wwofanity, here it is, Censorial ob- | \4@Zfoo) ¢ : + 
jection to a few ‘bastards,’ ia mean | ‘Monkey Doodle Dandies (20th, 5 
sara : ee i ae } mins.) Lew Lehr comedy about | 
carping in circumstances’ like that. | monks. 
There are several ‘damns,’ ‘hells’) ‘Unusual Occupations No. 2’ (Par, 
and one ‘bloody,’ which is even|10 mins.). Includes Vultee Ven- ! 


stronger in the English mind. 
Few more touching sequences will 
be seen in films, either, than the 


talks by the captain (Noe] Howard) | flashy-looker 
| with a Naz 


to his crew, particularly his fare- 
well to them. Dressed in castoffs, 
their uniforms lost with their ship, 
they stand in a cold, high-cei ilinged | § 
pier. There are a few quiet words 
to the 90 men left out of the crew | 


i\of 220 and then the men file past | progr: mM 


| operator fails 


Current Short Releases 


(PRINTS IN EXCHANGES 
(Compiled by Besa Short) 
‘Dover’ (Par, 11 m ) OWI com- 
f Dove f 1940 


MW omen ‘at Arms’ «RKO, 19 1 


Is America mrt 
‘Pluto Goes to the Zoo’ (RKO, 8 
mins.). Walt Disney cartoon com- 
edy. 
‘Piano Mooner’ (Col, 17'2 mins.) 


arry Langdon comedy. 

| ‘Sereen Enamahate No. 4’ (Col, 10 

|mins.). Includes Stokowski conduct- 

ling orchestra for soldiers. 
‘How to Fish’ «RKO, 7 

Walt Disney cartoon comedy. 

‘Tale of Two Kitties’ (WB, 7 mins.). 


mins.). 


| geance dive bomber. 











It’s an obvious tale of a 

who works. closely 
i spy ring. gets intimately 
| involved with the enemy agents, 
| final whitewashing disclosure that 

she’s an American counter-espionage 
to clear up the tarnish. 
Unfolded at a slow pace and obvious, 
picture will have to be satisfied with | 
datings as dual support. 


buy tickets 


and | 


into the 55-minute saddle opus, 


| 
' 


| dium, 


and shake the captain’s hand. Each} Constance Bennett name may pro- 
man says a simple goodbye, the | vide some marquee voltage for the | 
camera catching the faces from in | secondary first runs. | 
back of Coward. It’s a strangely Although story attempts to be a 


long sequence, as film sequences go, 


slum of some members of the crew 
and take in quite a few in between. 
The humanity in these home-front 
scenes, the little true-to-life touches, 
are not the least remarkable fac- 
ets of the film. 

Coward has done a magnificent 
job in what fs virtually a one-man 
(plus the British Navy) film. His 
multiple roles include starring, pro- 
duction, directing, acript and special 
music. In which one he has ex- 
celled it is impossible to say. 

















and spearhead of our offensive at- 
tack in foreign lands. 

With the Marines currently hold- 
ing the headlines for their valiant 
stand in the Solomons, together with 
their tangles with the Japs at Wake, 
Midway, Guam, Philippines and 
other battleline sectors, ‘Marines’ is 
a timely documentary that 
get plenty of support bookings in 
theatres generally. 

Opening with a discourse and 
pictorial display of the purposes of 
the Marine Corps, picture points out 
the varied units of the service and 
highlights training of enlistees. In- 
re"ted is episode of Marines in 
China and Shanghai, where the men 
were instructed to deliberately side- 
fttep clashes with the Japs which 
could have been picked up by the 
Nippons as incidents provoking war 
outbreak. Training includes that for 
flyers, barrage halloon specialists, 
paratroopers and glider pilots. 

Picture then swings into factually 
reproduced episodes of the Marines 
defending one of the Pacific island: 
at the war’s outbreak, and then cli- 
maxes with the embarkation, voyage 
and battle landing of a Marine unit 
with intimation that the boys are 
moving in on the Solomons for ac- 
tion and occupaiion. 

Despite the tremendous amount of 
ground covered to showcase the a: 
tivities, trainin: and accomplish 
ments of the Marines, and a numbe1 
of spots where both action and au- 
dience interest could be accentuated 
by more judicious editing, picture 
still retains the maximum in patri- 


should 


oti: flavor. It’s a cinch to gain 
plenty of Marine recruits, Wali 
AMERICAN EMPIRE 
United Artists release of Harry She n 
(Wick Dickson-Lewis J. Rachmil) 


produc- 
. Leo Carillo, Pres- 
tures Frances Gifford, Guint 
Dire aa by William MeGan 
oe bert Bren, Gladys Atwat 
Ben Gr: an Kohn: camera, Russell ilar 
lan: music al direction, Irving Talbot: scors 
Gerard Carbonara: song, Lew Pollack: edi- 
ter, Carrol Lewis: asst. director, Glenn 
Cook. Previewed in Projection Room, N. Y., 
Dee. 3, '42. Running time, 81 MINS. 


tion. Stars Richard Dix 
ton Foster: fe: 
Williams. 






errr ear ee Richard Diy 
Dominique Beauchaid.. .Leo Carville 
TE ee eee eer eee Preston Fos 
ee ERY IOl..0 6000s bee .Frances Gifford 
Crowder...... eee eee ‘Robert H, Barrat 
4,23 eee Cecccoccge ° “ts seem 2 Ru 
Sailaway....... Ceeccesececs Guinn Willis 
SES a ee vevesess ee Badvwarde 
Paxton eee wise xk wo .. Merrill Guy Rodin 
Auzustin.. 1oen0eneeecC ere Pin Martin 
re osereccceececes Richard Webb 
Louisiana Judge ahs cerees William Farnum 
a. 58 tae 6 eee Etta McDaniel 
ES © Saticde Game oS .Hal Taliaferro 
‘American Empire’ is one of the 
better westerns. Produced by Harry 
Sherman, longtime producer of vac- | 


tus oprys for Pai 


amount, but no a 


Film Reviews | 


—_ Continued from page 8 


WE ARE THE MARINES U4 








release, ‘Empire’ has the names 
of “ chard Dix, Preston Foster and 
Leo Carrillo for the marquee and 
enoueh action to warrant better-than- 
average biz for this type of fare. 
Dealing with the Reconstruction 
period following the Civil War, ‘Em- 
pire’ has been given considerably 
more thought for story values 
the usual gallopers, and the gener- 
’ heroic performances by Dix and 
a eng as cattle-breeding partners, 
and the villainy of Carrillo, who 
plays a French Creole, give the yarn 
much of its credibility. 
The basic element of the yarn, of 


course, is familiar, concerning two 
taunch friends (Dix and Foster) 
vhose partnership becomes threat- 


ened when Foster allows his lust for 
power to almost destroy the ties be- 
tween them. Aided by Frances Gif- 
ford, who plays Dix’s sister and Fos 
ter’s wife, the pair has built a cattle 
empire on the plains of Texas, but 
is only with the death of Foster's 
young son under the hooves of an 
mrushing herd, and the ultimate 
realization that power can't replace 
e’s loved ones, that he does a turn- 
about. It’s all pretty but 
1e youngsters it’s one of ihe 
westerns of the season. 


obvious, 


fo. 


ircal 


Carrillo, as the former partner of 
Dix and Foster who has been given 
the-go-by when caught double-cross- 
ng, is his usually suave self in a | 
part that is not far removed from, 

a characterization that he cre 
ted some years ago in ‘The Cisco | 

Kid.’ In short, there isn’t a too- 
bvious distinction in ‘Empire’ ke- 

tween his French accent and the 


Mex-Spanish 
‘Kid’ series, 

Sherman has given the film con- 
; siderable of a production by western 
| st tandards, and the direction by 
| 


one he used in the 


liam McGann has kept the action 
brisk at all times. Kahn. 
Hollywood, Dec. 3. 
Universal release of Marshall Grant pro- 
luction, Stars Constance Bennett; features 


Den Porte: John Litel, Edward Brophy, 
Jolin Eldredge, Edmund MacDonald. Di- 
ied by Roy Willlam Neill. Screenplay 
Lynn Riggs and Clarence Upson Young: 
vinal story by Young: camera, George 


Robinson: editor, Ted Kent. Reviewed in | 
1 Oo projection room, Dec. 2, ‘42. Run- 
ning time, 63 MIN 

Joan Bannister......0.- Constance Bennett 
1» | BOMB: cuccccveosess Don Porter 
Devte sda eeveee ee Terre TT John Litel 
M Reese. .cecses @eevees Edward S. Brophy 
Carl Gerdon eeeccee John Eldredge 


sill] Drake... " Eamund Ma 


i . ‘Donald 
Alicia Rolf. .cocees CO eresecees Nana 






Bryant 
fe ee Ste+eese6u8 Jimmy Conlin 
Harrigon Wood6. ccccsccecect Imer Jackson 
liro ccboccesecsececses eae Papieae 
Inspecte Varden. ceccscccccsces Cliff Clark 

John Dilson 


Title tips this one off before the | 


to the 


tome alk up ft icke? 


| 
| 
| contacts with Nazi spy leader, 


than | 


Wil- | ser 


spy mystery, there are plenty of hazy 


but few in the audience wil] sit | interludes for the customers to con- 
through it with @ry eyes. | fuse them. Miss Bennett marries war 

ri = : : : | correspondent Don Porter during a 
Tine ofesiiaswe- ssolving. from French bombing raid, and the nair 
the rippled Mediterranean, ran the | spend their honeymoon in Shanghai, 
gamut of the British social scale. | South America, ete., while Porter is 
They go from the captain's com- | on the trail of stories. Returning to 
|fortable country house to the rank | New York. wife engages in strange 


John 
Litel, with Porter finally getting wise 
to the proceedings. It’s a chase from 
there on, until the wife leads Porter 


to spy headquarters in an outlying 
farm house for melodramatics in 
which Litel is shot and Miss Ben- 


nett disclosed as a counter-espionage 
agent to end things happily. 

| Miss Bennett is decorative as the 
| spy-wife and does what she can with 
the material at hand. Porter is okay 
as the correspondent and radio com- 
mentator, 
vided by Li 
| Eldredge 





tel, Edward Brophy, John 
Edmund MacDonald, Jimmy 


Conlin, and Nana Bryant. Direction 
by Roy William Neill is passable, 


although the 
of the script 
work by 
par. 


slow and draggv 
is too accented. 
Gye orge 


pace 

Camera 

Robinson is above 
Walt. 








| . . 
Behind the Eight Ball 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dec. 3. 
Tr ‘ a) release of Howard Benedict pro- 
duction \ Ritz DBros.; features Carol 
Bruce, D Foran, Grace McDonald, Sonny 
Dunham orc) ra. Directed by Edward F. 
Cline. Screenplay by Stanley Roberts and 
Mel Rons original story bys Roberts 
in Ge ee Robinson: editor, Maurice 
Wright; ‘ ecto. Melville Shver: 
} musical directors, Charl Previn, Sonny 
Punhan sic supervise Ted Cain: 
ij dances, EK: rina: song Don nave and 
| Gene de ] i] I’ve ewed in og my pro- 
jection om, Dec. 2 °42. Running " tlene 
| 59 MINS, 
Harry Ritz 
Jolly J O..62S6ebeeecnerceus Al Rit 
i 5 Rit 
| Joan Bi Perr e reer rel ine 
| ll } \ i Cocceseccs Dick I t 
SERB sc cccuccscvsssecseasce D i 
} Danny ceeccveesesece johnn Downs 
| MeKenz l D t 
~ | Clay M r ne a? Rr ard D F 
| Sonny Dunh and His Orchestra 
| ‘Behind the Eight Ball’ is another 
in Universal’ erie of moderate- 
budget filmusical] with the Ritz 
| Bros. holding starring spot to gener- 
ate some boxoffice values for the 
family ho It’s an unpretentious 
offering, with sufficient music and 
familiar specialties and knockabout 
antics by the Ritz trio to rate as 
program supporter in regular dat- 
ings. 
Story is not ig more thana frazile 
1! me ( wi! ick to n if ihe 
( { | eC] r T 
cale l a 4 1 eatre I tne 
4 Puli ‘ ( B tag ‘ < 
musical comedy with ide of get- 
iting it on Broadway titze are 
| picked up for specialty appearance: 
and run into mysterious goings-on 
| many of which are synthetically gen- 
erated by the fertile minds of the 
ipters. There’s minor murder 


| mystery in the plot, and inclusion of 
enemy spies who want to use the 
barn for shortwave broadcasting. 
Broad comedy and burlesque mug- 
gings are provided by the Bros. at 
every turn. The kids and easy-to- 
please customers will react mod- 
erately to their ridiculous antic: 
Trio deliver 
| zany style, best being ‘Atlas’ with 
special accompanying routines. 
Carol Bruce neatly delivers 
tunes, while Grace 


three 
McDonald and 


| Johnny Downs handle what look 
llike best tune for pop attention 
‘Don’t You Think We Ought to] 


Dance.” Musical accompaniment ji 


dition of ‘Mr. Five by Five,’ 
a current top tune. Songs, 
by Don Raye and Gene de 
vide major 
ithe picture. 
Aside from the Ritzes’ 


specialties, and song & 


already 
Written 
Paul pro- 
entertainment factor of 





antics and 


Miss 


Orting cas 


M s Bruce, 
Down ip] 


pearances of 
| Donald and 
| has little to do. Dick 
ithrough, with William Demarest 
| handling role of the small town cop 
who blusters around the footage. Di- 
rection by Edward Cline is adequate 
Walt 


Ridin’ Down me Canyon 


(SONGS > 

Republi ‘ be A iN e pre Me 

I i in ! hog 9% 

tures Gree € ' Haye hob Nolan 

Md ns of I ne lind if es and 
Lee iuzzy) 3 Hienrs nt Albert 
bbe Me from ortis ls ! i t Wil- 

1 Norinan Hou ¢ la 

Lg € to } | 1 ! reviewed 
‘. Y Le 4 2. 3 ng time, 55 

MINS 

, Roy Rogers 
‘ ! e. ( tiabby Hiave 
Then Ives i Selai inal 
bhie “ar bie Pioneers 

Bobbie Blake........ Dee (Ruzzy) Henry 
Alive Blake.......+- cae ... Linda Haves 
POE 6 wha 0 04 0408460008 Addison Richards 
Barbara JOyce..ccesesees . Lorna Gray 
bail TrrciTiy Ty tt (ilin Hlowlin 
Bort Wooster. .cccccsccecess lames Seay 
ete beboneannesdvecen ssa raliaferro 
I » FPelloweB...cccceses orrest Tavle 
Late Collins Rov Barcroft 


Republic has lost no time in find- 
ing the righi formula for its singing 
cowboy star, Roy Roge Crammed 
‘Rid- 
all the in- 
sister with 
adults. As 
happy me- 


tlin’ enicodeas 
win @pl aos, 


in’ Down the Canyon.’ are 
gredients calculated to res 
kids and, to some extent, 
uch ‘Canyon’ strikes a 
with its hoi e ru 
a swank prairie nitery, above-aver- 
age songs and a climatic stampede 


'that’H send the juves out happy. 


| 


Scripter has deviated slightly from 
the conventional western yarn, build- 
ing his action around an al fresco 
hot- spot-in- -the-canyon, whose pro- 
prietor is actually the brains behind 
the gang of rustlers and whose ter- 
rorisms are jeopardizing the Govern- 


ment’s experiments in wild horse 
reclamation. 

Comedy, handled by George 
‘Gabby’ Hayes, is above buckeroo 
average while the Sons of the Pio- 
neers score neatly with their vocals, 
Sagebrush Symphony’ and ‘Who Am 


I’ are better-than-average for such 
pix. Linda Hayes. Addison Richards 
and Dee (Buzzy) Henry. moppet, are 
also standouts along with Rogers. 





with standard support pro- | 


‘| The 
| wealthy 


three comedy songs in | 


provided by Sonny Dunham and his 
orch who hit a couple of hot} 
stretches and gets spotlight for ren- 


Mc- 
t | 


‘fe hase 
Foran strolls } 


Sheriff of Sage Valley 


tu R leasing 
+ xzmund Neufeld preduct.or S Ruste 
rabbe eatienthe Al St john, ‘I () Livien, 
| Maxine Leslie Charles King and Hal Price 
| Directed = ly Sherman Scott. Stor and 
jadaptatior Cleorse W Savre and Miltor 
n r Holbrio« N. Todd: « era, 
t New ) N. ¥ 
1 k De 1, °42 Running 
7 MINS 
Hilly the KId...ccoce eecvese busts (rabbe 
K S Bd. .cceoncess Ceececs Buster Crabbe 
i Jones ITT PTTL TTT Al St. John 
left wer TeTTy hy. avessuetssrs ten CO 
PIANCT. ..ccevece . eeesrerrers MM, ixine Leslie 
P Sloane. ..cccccsece eccetcccens (harles King 
£2 ere eeees , John Merton 
PSlim.....cccccseces eceetes Kermit Meynard 
| Ha BOR. cccccetessveveses Hal Price 
Again Buster Crabbe plays a dual 
| role, this time two brothers who are 


outlaws, in an indie-made western 
that ranks with the best in the field 
although palpably having cost less 
than most. 

Crabbe plays Billy the Kid and his 
other half, Kansas Ed, both of whom 
are outside the law. By coincidence, 
when Billy the Kid is preparing a 
stagecoach hoidup, he is mistaken as 
a hero by a frontier-town mayor and 
made _ sheriff. Actually turning 
straight because of the confidence 
placed in him by the mayor, he takes 
up the cudgels in a fight to oust a 
gambling casino Owner who is rob- 
bing the ranchers at crooked roulette 
and grabbing their property in re- 
i turn for I.0.U.s. 

Unusual twist finds Crabbe’s broth- 
er, Kansas Ed, as the gambling 
higher-up, who remains in hiding 
due to being wanted dead or alive. 
With Crabbe, as Billy the Kid, made 
sheriff, the other brother traps him 
in a mountain cabin and changes 
clothes with him, thus becoming rec- 
ognized as sheriff. In the end, the 
brothers fight it out to the death, 
Billy the Kid coming out on top. 
However, his identity also becomes 
known and he is escorted out of 
town by the sheriff with latter's 
benediction. 
with him, Al St. John, “who su 
laughs, and Tex O’Brien. 

The girl is Maxine Leslie, comely 
blonde. She does not figure in any 
romantic way, however, being a 
gambling hall entertainer and stooge. 





pplies 























Miss Leslie rates a better chance 
PHANTOM KILLER than given here in this case. 
Char. 
Monogram rele: ‘ Hlacl pro 
luction bre ures Dick Pa cell, Joan Wood —t ws 
bury an Hamilton, wanes lHivme | 
Kenneth Harlan ind Mantan Moreland 
| Db ted by Will Reaudir Story and | ul dos or anuc } 
| iptatior Karl Brown: dito Jack | 
| Owilvie: camera, M;: € le } 1 At New a Continued from page 1— 
| York, N. Y., half dual bill, week Dec. 1, 
| ‘42. Running time, 57 MINS. ' : line and shooting pictures. He could 
| re Serre Te ich "ul ] " . 
xt nh heat Suan Wood tell a lieutenant to do the job and 
John G. Harrison.......s0- John Hamilton | jf would have been done, but he 
Sort Wan Hi r . . : , 
fs ag > - ~anisadenes Kenneth Harlan | insists on going himself. 
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| a dispatch. Datelined ‘With the 
| A murder mystery with a unique} Allied Army, near Djedeida, Tu- 


| plot that rates well above the aver- 
|age for low-budget pictures of its 
| kind. Will do wel] and should get 
| better time than most 
| mades, whether alone or as 
| ate feature. 

A. W. Hackel’s production 
| better than adequate, 

|} photography in 


associ- 


and while the 
spots is a bit 


some 


| faulty, on the whole the storv as well 
as direction and performances pro- 
| vide quite Prescot, i entertainment. 


yarn concerns a supposedly 
public benefactor who an 
ambitious young district attorney 
believes is guilty of murder. He's 
known as a kinily deaf-and-dumb 
mute but when brought to trial is 
cleared of the charge of murder, the 
| young prosecutor as a result quitting 
his job. Later, through his efforts 
and those of others, the 
pinned, unusual twist being that he 
has a twin who’s actuaily deaf and 
dumb, latter having appeared at the 

ial and proved he 
nor hear, It 
worked 


+3, 4 
CUUlGa Noy 


the 
eaf-and-dumb 


seems 


together, the d 


Vin appearing at dedications while 
the other is commiting a murder 
coin, thus establishing a sound 
alibi. They were never seen together 
Comedy relief ji provided by 
Warren Hymer as a detective and 
Mantan Moreland. colored. While 
atisfactory, better laugh buildup for 
Moreland, who testi fic at the 
murder trial, could have been 


achieved. Sequen.e in which Hymer 
is talking to his henpecking wife on 
the phone is very funny. 

Dick Purcell, as the assistant d.a., 
and Joan Woodbury, playing a re- 
porter, are paired for romance and 
do very well. Both should go 
further As the murderer, John 
Hamilton acquits himself creditably. 
Kenneth Harlan, vet actor, makes a 
good police lieutenant. Char. 


QUITS MICH. INDIE GROUP 


Detroit, Dec. 8. 
Organizer for the newly formed 
Michigan Independent Exhibitors As- 
sociation, Lloyd 


sociation to | 


now well membered, 
Hammond, has left the a 


resume his work on film production. i 

| He is planning to resume making 
Film Fumble based on the search 
for bone filrns, ich he had 
een 1 mings out fe the past four 


independent- | 


en 
job is | 


murderer is | 


speak i 
brothers | 


after revealing that 
elf had just come out of a 


| nisia,’ his story, 
he hims 


ditch where he had jumped when 
Axis bombers strafed the _ road, 
said: 


‘Waiting here to go to headquar- 
with Col, Darryl Zanuck after 
ja hell of a trip in a half track 
towed by a tank. Face is black with 


ters 


dirt, helmet is spotted with blood 
‘ uld do with a meal, a drink 
and some sleep.’ 


| Zanuck’s intrepidness in exposing 
himself to danger comes as no sur- 
prise to his friends in New York 
and Hollywood. He has long been 
known as an admirer of personal 
|} heroism and always made some- 
thing of a minor fetish of taking 
chances with his own personal safe- 
ty. His devotion to skiing and 


1 


polo testify to that. 


As weil as picturing the battles 
themselves, Zanuck’s photogs* are 
aid to be photographing Allied and 

;enemy equipment so that it may be 
studied by the Army and manufac 


turers under battle conditions. 
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relief in 
favorable 


the hitherto muddled, un- 
studio manpower situation. 
Industry execs feel they can at any 
rate obtain a hearing and a ruling 
from the War Manpower Commis- 
sion before key workers are drafted 
or shifted. 

New regulations do not, by any 
means, dispel the over-all manpower 
| problem, it is pointed out. Since 
| draft age is now fixed below the 38- 
year-old level it is considered likely 
|that there will necessarily be a 
| freater call on the manpower in the 
lower age pools. Impression pre- 
_vails, however, there will be more 
orderly methods of using manpower, 
| either for the armed forces or in de- 
| fense plants. 

With respect to the 38-year-old 

‘draft age limit, it is noteworthy that 

lin making a survey of studio backlot 

'workers in’ recent weeks, the indus- 

jtry committee listed men 35 
! older, 


only 


old oO} 





Crabbe’s pals are again. 
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Bway Strand and Hollywood's Femme 


Aides; Theatre-Exchange Shorts 


a 





Due to loss of manpower, Zeb 
Epstein, managing director of both 
the Strand and Hollywood, Warner 
first-runs in New York, is training 
women for managerial and other 
posts. Already having one assistant 
manager in skirts at the Strand, 
Marie Canavan, and a_ treasurer 
wearing lipstick at the Holly wood, 
Ann Breen, both of whom were for- 
mer cashiers at their respective the- 
atres, Epstein plans to spot women 
for the following replacements: 

Charles Bowers, manager of the 
Hollywood, whe goes into the Army 
next week; Edward Eytorff, assistant 
manager of the Strand, who reported 
to the N. Y. induction center yes- 
terday (Tuesday); Harvey Burch, 
assistant manager at the Hollywood, 
who went to Camp Dix, N. J., Fri- 
day (4) and Pete Bayes, assistant to 
Irving Windisch, publicity-advertis- 
ing director of the Strand. Bayes 
reported at Dix Thursday (3). 


Ft. Worth’s First Femme Mgr. 

Fort Worth, Dec. 8. 
This city’s first woman theatre 
manager is Mrs. Ruth Hightower, 
who is in charge of the Gateway, 
nabe. Married to Dennis Hightower 
for 16 years, she learned the theatre 
business when she served as cashier 
and general assistant to him. Her 
husband is now manager of the 


Tower. 


More Femmes in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 

RKO exchange here now has its 
second woman booker, Mildred Ludin 
having been appointed to berth va- 
cated by Earl Friedman’s withdrawal 
for Army service. Marion Willett 
was first femme in the department. 
She joined when Jack Weltner went 
into khaki more than month ago. 

H. H. Baldensperger, veteran 
Sheffield exhib, has taken on a 
woman as an apprentice projection- | 
ist. She is Thadia Christiansen. 

Ann Guzell, secretary to Perry 
Nathan, manager of NSS office here, 
resigned to take a position with the 
Pittsburgh office of the WLB. 

Joheph Delisi, Saltsburg exhib, 
now being assisted by Joseph De 
Maria, son of his partner. Delisi’s 
sons, Joe, Jr. and Anthony, who were 
both associated with him previously, 
are now in the Army. 

More Femmes 
Detroit, Dec. 8. 

Femme theatre managers evident- | 
ly are working out all right. First 
chain here to experiment with the 





policy, Associated Theatres, is con- 
Latest woman to take over man- 


agement is Fruma Brooks, former 
cashier, who replaces Samuel Greis- 
man, who went into the Army, at 
the Center. In fact, setup is com- | 
pletely feminine with Mrs. Ella Ben- 
nett, former cashier at the _ Iris, 
named assistant manager. 
Albany Variety Elects 
Albany, Dec. 8 

Tent No. 9, Variety Club, covering 
the local exchange territory, elected 
11 canvasmen. They will pick the 
officers to serve during 1943. From | 


the list proposed at a luncheon gath- | 


tinuing with the program. | 


| 


ering in the Ten Eyck hotel those | 
chosen are all connected with the 
picture industry and are located at 


exchanges or offices in Albany. They 
are: C. J. Latta, upstate zone man- 
ager for Warner Bros. houses; Joseph | 
Shure, Fabian divisional booker; |} 
Harry Alexander, manager of 20th! 
Century-Fox; C. A. Smakwitz, assist- | 
ant zene manager of Warner thea- 


tres; J. J. Spandau, manager of Uni- |} who 


versal; Paul S. Krumenacker, 
ager of Vitagrapk; Herman Ripps, 
manager of MGM, Max Friedman. 
chief booker in the Warner theatres 
zone offices: Clayton G. Eastman. 
manager of Paramount, and Neil 
Hellman, independent exhibitor of 
Albany and Troy. This group will 
ballot for chief barker (a post now 


man- 


filled by L. R. Golding, Fabian di- | 


visional manager), first and second 
assistant barkers, dough guy and ser- 
geant-at-arms. The members pres- 
ent at the luncheon named Latta and | 
Ripps as clowns, to attend the na-| 
tional convention of Variety Clubs, .if | 
it be held. 

Bill Murray who had been booker | 
for Monogram since Mitchell Panzer | 
opened an independent poster ex- 
change in Philadelphia with Charles 
Lawlor, formerly employed as artist | 
by Empire Theatre Displays Co. and | 
Advertising Accessories, switched to | 
20th-Fox as assistant booker. Dan 
Houlihan is chief booker. Murray 
is filling the spot vacated by Elmer 
Sichel, who took a booking position 
with Schine. Murray booked for! 
old Grand National in Albany and 
Jater in Buffalo, and also had worked | 
for other independent exchanges. His | 
brother, employed on the 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox booking staff in Boston for 
some time, was several months ago 
promoted to salesman 


Frisco Shifis 
San Francisco, Dec. 8. 
A major shift was made in the} 
lineup of managers of San Francisco 








and Golden State Theatres, affiliated 
circuits, because of loss of men to the 
armed forces. 

Walter Chenoweth was transferred 
from manager of Metro to same ca- 
pacity at Alexandria, replacing Al- 
bert Levin, who joined Marines. El- 
wood Rubin is new Metro boss. 

Fred Curtis moved out of Strand 
to El Rey, taking over from Bill 
Crusby, another Marine reernit. and 
Jim Phoenix shifted from Noe to 
take over Strand managership. Frank 
Lovette checked in as Noe manager. 

Jack Falvey took over manager 
reins at Midtown when Chester Bell 
was sent to Visalia to be head man at 
the State theatre, Falvey previously 
managed the Vogue. 





Denver Doin’'s 
Denver, Dec. 8. 

Edward L. Alperson, chairman of 
the war activities committee of the 
motion picture industry, and Nat 
Holt, western division manager RKO 
theatres, addressed a luncheon meet- 
ing of exchange and theatre men 
and outlined their participation in 
United Nations week, starting Dec. 7. 
In the Denver area collections will 
be taken in theatres. 

Ross Bluck, Columbia salesman, 
seriously ill in Santa Fe, where he 
is in a hospital following an opera- 
tion for ruptured appendix. He later 
suffered a ruptured colon. Bluck 
will be moved to Denver as 500n as 
his condition permits. 

Walter Jancke, Pioneer, Lamar, 
Colo., theatre manager, to Colorado 
Springs in a theatre job for Westland 
Theatres. 


E. J. Ward, recently Jewel mana- | 


ger, now at Cameron. 
C. O. Wenholz closed his 350-seat 


Princess, Hotchkiss, Colo. | 


Harry Huffman, city manager for 
Fox, sponsoring a plan for share-the- 
drive planned for those with irregu- 
lar hours that prevent the organiza- 
tion of a riders’ club. Huffman’s 
plan calls for the use of two cards, 
one for each end of a regular trip, 


calling attention to the car’s destina- 
The | 


tion, and time of departure. 
cards should be placed in a car win- 
dow for neighbors to see. Film sales- 
men are using trains and buses. 
Eddie Loy, formerly film salesman 
here and later for Republic in the 


Butte, Mont., area, returned to Den- | 


ver as RKO salesman. 
U’s Chi Sales Powwow 

Universal is holding a meeting of 
all divisions and district managers 
in Chicago next Friday and 
day. William A. Seully, U sales 
chief, announced plans before leav- 
ing Hollywood where he has been 
huddling with studio executives. 
Main purpose of meeting will be to 


| outline latest product viewed on the 


Coast. 
Scully, William J. Heineman, 
sistant sales chief. and Maurice Berg- 


man, eastern ad-publicity manager, 
left for Chicago yesterday ‘Tues- 
day). F. J. A. McCarthy, E. T. Gom- 
ersall and_ Fred Meyers. division 
managers, Tom Murray. James Jor- 
dan and Eddie McEvoy will attend 
from N » 2 
Kalmine Calls Confab 

Harry M. Kalmine, assistant gen- 
eral manager of the Warner circuit 
and now in full charge. with Joe 


Bernhard on Navy duty in Washing 
ton, has called a meeting of all zone 
managers of the chain for Friday 
(11).. Bernhard, though on leave of 
absence, may attend the sessions. 

In addition to numerous homeoffice 


theatre executives. zone managers 
will attend the meeting are: 
James Coston. Chicago: Nat Wolf 


Cleveland: I. J. Hoffman. New Haven: 


'Don Jacack Newark: C. J. Latta. | 
Albany: Ted Schlanger. Philadelphia: 
Moe Silver Pp burgh: John J 
Payette, Washington: Louis J. Halper 
Hollywood and Howard Wauzg! 
Memphis 


General theatre problems, policies, 
the war emergency 
will be discussed. 


Ken Collins Doubling 
Indianapolis, Dec. 8. 
Ken Collins, manager of Indiana. 
supervising the affiliated 
(Katz-Dolle), the Circle, 
other arrangements since 


pending 
manager 


Art Baker went into the army as | 
| first lieutenant in the Special Service 


Corps. Lieut. Baker, home on leave 
his first week end, went to the the- 
atre to help out. 

Car] Niesse, manager of the Vogue, 
has thrown his parking lot open dur- 
ing day hours to residents of neigh- 
borhood beyond street car service. 
They leave their cars at his lot, go 


to town on trolleys, pick them up | 


again on way home at night. 

Pvt. Harry Hayes, former United 
Artists booker, home on furlough. 

Herman Black, RKO salesman. un- 
derwent an oneration last week, Re- 
covering nicely at last report. 

B. S. Gottlieb new student sales- 
man at 20th-Fox office here. 


Hugh Owen, Paramount district 
manager, Harry Goldstein. of Par 


home office, Oscar Morgan, Par short 
subjects manager, B. B. Kriesler. 


Satur- | 


as- | 


manpower, etc., | 


house | 


| Universal short subjects manager, 

Peter Rosian, Universa] district man- 
ager, and William B. Levy and 
| Charles roomy: RKO officials, vis- 
ited local offices in the past few days. 

Hiuss Heads Cincy Variety 
Cincinnati, Dec. 8. 

Frank Wes Huss, Jr., exhib, was 
|chosen to continue as chief barker 
'of Variety Club Tent 3 by newly 
elected board of trustees who held 
their initial meeting last week. 
Allan S. Moritz and Nat Kaplan are 
first and second assistant chief bark- 
ers for 1943, with Sol M. Greenberg 
and Pete Niland holding over as sec- 
retary and treasurer, respectively. 

Other canvasmen are Ralph Kins- 
ler, Bill McCluskey, Noah Schechter, 
Maurice White, Harry J. ‘Pop’ Wes- 
sel, Albert L. Weinstein, and these 
past chief barkers: Colonel Arthur 
Frudenfeld, William Onie and Joe 
Oulahan. Frudenfeld and Onie were 
selected as convention delegates. 

Officers will be seated at the in- 
stallation dinner in Janugry. 

Moritz was first and Kaplan second 
in the club’s annual gin rummy tour- 
nament, finished over the weekend. 

Buff’s Shifts 
Buffalo, Dec. 8. 

Columbia’s Buffalo branch _ office 
personnel changes include Robert 
Bergquist succeeding David Fried- 
man, Ann Engler vice Amanda 
Ferenholtz and the addition of Rita 
Bogart. 

John Meyers has taken over the 
Phelps, Phelps, from David Kean. 

Lincoln, Rochester, formerly under 
management of Howard Lurie, now 
being operated by W. R. Moore. 

U. S. Army air base at Syracuse 
has been added to the upstate New 
York exhibition spots. 

Basil Brady, manager of the New 
Ariel, home convalescing from long 
hospital siege. . 

Emerson Dickman of 20th-Fox 
Buffalo sales staff, a grandfather, a 
son, Emerson Dickman, III, having 
| been born to Emerson Dickman, II, 
former Red Sox pitcher, now sta- 
— at Naval Base at Opalacka, 
| Fla. 








James Ryan, owner and former 
operator of the Ithaca, Ithaca, and 
the Burg, Trumansburg, now em- 


pioved at the Buffalo Curtiss-Wright 
plant. 
Atlanta Changes 
Atlanta, Dec. 8. 


Lucas & Jenkins Theatres on or 
about Jan. 1. 

Edward Pentecost, for six years 
manager of Loew’s Grand theatre 
here, resigned that post recently. He 
has not announced his plans for the 
| future as yet. although he indicated 
| he will remain in the theatre busi- 
} ness In one capacity or another. His 
successor is Boyd Fry, former At- 
lanta theatre executive who started 
|nere as assistant to Carter Barron 
|} when the latter was manager of the 


| Capitol theatre. Fry later handled 
theatres in Louisville, Ky.: Nash- 
ville, Tenn., and comes to Atlanta 








Roy M. Avey, for the past eight | 
years southeastern manager for | 
Loew's. Inc., will join the staff of 


| J. Adorno, Jr. 
| has 
| member of a syndicate operating the | 


from the Metro theatre in Memphis. | 


| Jack Hodges, for years with Lucas 
| & Jenkins Theatres in this city, who 
|recently went with 20th-Fox as ex- 


ploitation representative for the 
Carolinas, will return to the L&J or 
ganization in the near future as the- 


atre manager and advertising direc- 
tor 
advertising manager and manager of 
the 2,000-seat Roxy here. It is ex- 
pected he will take over manager- 
ship of the Paramount, one of the 
| L&J chain, when he returns to this 
|organization. The Paramount. re- 
|cently redecorated at a great ex- 
penditure te the Lucas & Jenkins 
| Theatres, will be reopened Christmas 
Day 


Conery Adds Another One 

Watervliet. N. Y., Dec. 8 
( Mitchell Conery. of Ravena, 
runs theatres in a half dozen small- 
;} town spots m upstate N Y.. has 
added the Family, Watervliet. to his 
string. It is the second house in the 
Troy area over which Conery has 
issumed control in the past 18 


who 


months. The Cameo. Waterford. was 
the othe: 
Chi WB Changes 
| Jin my Abrose_ ha been made 
alesmanager for Warner Bros. at 
the Chieago exchange, while a new 
member of the loval sales staff is 
| Ben Elroad, formerly at the com- 
|pany’s Milwaukee exchange as a 
salesman. Booking department at 
Chicago has taken on _ Florence 


Cohen. 

They succeed Jack Clark, Bennie 
Goldblatt and John Krutzler, who 
have gone into the Army. 


New East Orange Nabe 
East Orange, N. J., Dec. 8. 


housed in a converted garage, which 
opened Tuesday (1), double feature 
policy. Managed by Joseph Ruben- 
stein, 

Warren Davis, assistant manager 
Proctor’s, upped to manager Proc- 
tor’s RKO theatre, Mt. Vernon. 

Jack Jovans, assistant manager 
Capitol, Newark, into the army 
Dec. 18. 


F. A. Roseveilt to K. C. 
Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 8. 
F. A. Rosevelt, branch manager of 
Ross 





Before joining Fox, Hodges was | 


Newest nabe here is the Ampere. | 


zero temperalure came imultane- 
ously with the rationing’s start. Such 
cold invariably hurts here anyway. 

The actual effects of gasoline ra- 
tioning probably will not be felt or 
| known fo rseveral weeks, perhaps, | 
it’s conceded. Reason for this is 


trom maha, succeeds 


Kensaes Oly. es age the branch 
Chas . Jd, Au ret, who comes to 
otte 


sevelt. 





Randel Heads N. Y. Film Board 

Henry Randel, Paramount manager 
of the N. ¥. branch, was elected pres- 
ident of the N. Y. Film Board of 
Trade last week, when the new slate 
of officers to serve in 1943 was 
named. Others elected are Sam Lef- 
kowitz, United Artists branch man- 
ager, first vice-president; Joseph J. 
Lee, 20th-Fox, second vice-president; 
Ben Abner, Loew’s-Metro, treasurer; 
Robert J. Fannon, Republic, secre- 
tary; and Leo Jacobi, Vitagraph, ser- 
geant-at-arms. 

New officers will be installed in 
January. Present officers are: David 
A. Levy, Big U, president; Clarence 
Eiseman, Randel, vice-presidents; Ab- 
ner, treasurer; Fannon, secretary; 
Ralph Pielow, Loew's, segt.-at-arms. 





Baron Vice Harris at Par 

Irving Baron, in charge of the print 
book at the Paramount exchange in 
New York, has been promoted as 
booker for the upstate N. Y. territory 
serviced by the branch. He succeeds 
Nat Harris, who has gone to 20th-Fox 
as a salesman. Jump was by mutual 
consent, since it meant a promotion 
for Harris, and Par had no seller 
spots open at the time. 





Jack Ellis Still Songwriting 

Jack Ellis, sales manager at RKO 
exchange, New York, who dabbles 
in songwriting, has turned out a new 
one, ‘That’s the News From Here,’ 
in collaboration with Stanley Adams, 
who did the melody. Broadway Mu- 
sic will publish. 


D.C.’s Latest Conversion 
Washington, Dec. 8. 


Sam Cummins opened the Ply- 


| mouth theatre at 13th and H streets, 


N.E., last week. It’s in a remodeled 
auto salesroom. He just took the 
auto dealer’s Plymouth electric sign 
and revised it to fit the theatre. 
Cummins also operates the Pix 
theatre in Masonic Temple, and 
last week opened a 2.700-seater at 
Newport News, Va. He 
operated the Little theatre in Wash- 


ington, and secured the American 
rights to ‘Eestasy,’ the Hedy LaMarr 
foreign-made pic 
Adorno’s Addition 
Hartford, Dec. 8. 
Astor, across the river in East 
Hartford, reopened by Salvatore 


House, long shuttered, 


been refurbished. Adorno is 


formerly | 


week io save their gas ration so 
they can use it to travel around on 
weekends.’ 

Business in the rural communities 
throughout the state took the ex- 
pected drop; houses that depended 
upon surrounding areas for thei: 
business getting a very weak play, 
people simply not having the gas to 
get into town for a picture. 


Toe Soon in Indpls, Toe 
Indianapolis, Dec. 5. 

Gas rationing got to ‘Indianapolis 
only a jump ahead of the winter's 
first blizzard, so the full effect of 
restricted driving on show business 
here is still unmeasured. The gen- 
eral impression among theatre men 
is that rationing won't be felt at its 
worst for a week or 10 days, as the 
majority of motorists started out 
with full tanks. They point to the 
fact that downtown parking lots are 
still jammed as evidence that most 
automobiles continue in normal use. 

Immediate reaction Dec. 1, when 
rationing went into effect, was 
varied. Owner of one outlying nabe 
house, drawing a wide drive-in trade 
because of a large parking lot, re- 
ported his lowest gross in five years. 
But the Ballet Theatre, appearing at 
English’s downtown, played to stand- 
ing room only. Sonja Henie’s Holly- 
wood Ice Revue, which opened to 
record audiences topped by 12,000 
Saturday night (28) noted an im- 
mediate drop in attendance, though 
the management claimed it still was 
good. Coliseum, five miles from 
downtown, is served by one street 
car line and is a transfer jump for 
three-fourths of the city. 

Many showmen expect rationing 
to intensify weekend jams and take 
another cut out of weekday matinees 
after Christmas shopping period is 
| over. 














. 
Hedda Hopper | 
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eo mt 
might include a Hollywood item 
| Which Fidler might have. That 


| would give Fidler a time advantage 
that would be hard to contend with, 


Capitol and Palace, Middletown, | 
Conn. Adorno will manage the 
house, which will be a first run. 


Kileoyne Upped 
Worcester, Dec. 8 
Tom Kilcoyne, assistant manager 
of the Warner here, has taken over 
as skipper of Strand in Clinton, John 
Silverwatch, Strand manager, army. 








a 


~ Mail-Order Film 
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that the vast majority of 


| tanks to the brim the day before ra- 


| 








Federal, has left Charlotte for i ply 


tioning started However, it also is | 
known that many motorists have 
put up their cars for the winter— 
many more than usual—if not for 


the duration. 
Downtown Milwaukee Okay 
Milwaukee, Dec. 8. 


First 10 days of gasOline rationing 


in tl area has had various reper- 
cussions, same of which were not 
anticipated. Business in downtown 
theatres held up amazingly well. 
even going ahead of earlier weeks 
where the attraction warranted. so 
managers are of the opinion now ! 
that when they have the picture 


they will do the business 
of transportation 


revardless 
facilities. Down- 
town transients will supply a large 


part of the customers, while people | 


who really want to see an attraction 
will manage to get there somehow. 
In the neighborhoods, however, 


the story is different although man- 


agers had expected the reverse, with 
people staying away from downtown 


houses and patronizing the houses 
near home. As it turned out, there | 


was a big drop in the nabe trade, 
which may to some extent be ac- 
counted for by a sudden burst of 
old fashioned winter weather, with 
snow and below zero temperatures, 
but Harry Perlewitz, business man- 
ager of the Independent Theatre 
Protective Assn. of Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan, puts it this way: 
‘People 
tomed to using their cars even to 
g0 a coupla blocks that they have 
forgotten how to walk, and won't 
do so to go to a show They sim- 
are sinying curing 


nome 


motorists | 
still running their cars filled up their | 


nave become so accus- | 


the | 


as Winchell would have to keep 
j}tuned into the preceding program 
j instead of concentrating on possible 
|incoming flashes and getting ready 
for his own broadcast. 
Fast Few Days 

For Miss Hopper, last week was 
one of fast bookings, equally fast 
|cancellations and general bafflement. 
On Nov. 30 she accepted over the 


phone through her manager an offer 
to replace Winchell for a minimum 
of four weeks. The following day (1) 
she got a wire from James Andrews, 
Lennen & Mitchell radio director, say- 
g that a deal was set for her to start 
Sunday, Dec. 6, and that Andrews 
would arrive in Hollywood Friday, 
Dec. 4. On Thursday (3) Miss Hop- 
per received a wire from Andrews 
stating that. ‘due to complications, 
ideal for you (Hopper) to replace 
Winchell Sunday is off. Letter fol- 
lows.’ 

Miss Hopper unable for the 
two days, according to reports 
from Hollywood, to get hold of any- 


ear 


Was 


next 


one in L. & M.’s New York office for 
|'an explanation of the situation 
What had happened was that An- 


drews had actually started for Holly- 
| wood and, when he reached C ) 
| Wednesday (2), he was handed a 
} message to call his N. Y. office imme- 
|diately. He sent the message as in- 
| structed to Miss Hopper and returned 
‘to New York. The agency in the 
'meantine had obtained approval 
{from the client to substitute a three- 
|commentator combination (Baukhage, 
| John Guntker and Robert St. Join 
in this issue) for Winchell 


hicage 


review 
Court Action Threat 
Hollywood, Dec. 8 

Martin Gang, counsel for Hedda 
Hopper, has written both Jergens 
the Lennen & Mitchell agency 
for an explanation of what his client 
holds to be a firm offer and he is 
awaiting a reply before taking legal 
jaction. It is understood that the 
claim will be not only for last Sun- 
day’s (6) unfulfilled broadcast. but 
‘also for some compromise arrange- 
‘ment up to eight weeks. 

Miss Hopper, who had not heard 
from the account or agency up to 
this afternoon (Tuesday), declares 
she holds a signed contract and is 
| prepared to carry out her end of the 
agreement. 


and 





TITLE CHANGES 


| Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


‘Haunted Ranch’ is release handle 
on ‘Ridin’ Double’ at Monogram. 
| Monogram’s ‘Adventures of Cosmo 
| Jones’ now titled ‘Cosmo Jones in 
| ‘Crime Buster’. 
“School for Saboteurs’ at 20th-Fox 
changed to ‘School for Sabvutage.’ 
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| WARNERS' JACK BENNY AND 
i WARNERS ANN SHERIDAN IN [ae 
WARNERS' “GEORGE WASH- fi 


INGTON SLEPT HERE" 57" 


; i 
Not Historical —Hysterical! 
3 
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wih CHARLES COBURN - Percy KiteriDE - HATTIE McDANIEL + WILLIAM TRACY - Directed by WILLIAM KEIGHLEY | 


Screen Play by Everett Freeman + From the Stage Play by Moss Hart and George S$. Kaufman « Produced by Sam Harris 


BOND DRIVE! WEEK OF DEC. 7-13 
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Newark Suit Vs. Louis Kaufman 
And Six Others on This Wee 


Newark, Dec. 8. 
Proceedings against Louis Kauf- 
man, business manager, and six other 
officials of Local 224 of the Motion 
Picture Operators Union resume here 
tomorrow (Wed.) before Vice Chan- 
cellor Bigelow. Five theatre mana- 


gers testified yesterday (Mon.) in 
Kaufman's defense. 

Suit is being brought by an in- 
surgent group of union members 
which seeks to have Kaufman and 
his aides ousted and a _ receiver 





named to supervise a new election. | 
The Kaufman faction is charged with | 
soliciting graft from union members 
in return for better jobs, and also 





-——— 


Strange Coincidence 


Though of no trade 
consequence, by strange coinci- 
dence the New York theatre, 
N. Y., indie twin-biller, was very 
much on the dual side last week. 

It was playing a double bill of 
‘Phantom Kizler* and ‘Sheriff of 
Sage Valley.’ Both pictures run 
57 minutes Also, in each pic- 
ture are twins, all of whom are 
criminals. Then again, Hamilton 
is a cast name in both pictures. 


specific 








| ’ 
entering into ellicit wage agreement | Louis Kaufman S Alleged 


with theatre managers. Testimony 
by managers of five local and sub- 
urban houses refuted claims that 


they had ever been approached by 
Kaufman's spokesman for graft nor 
forced to retain operators against 
their wishes. 

Vincent A. Schauler, 
ined by Warren Dixon, Jr., plain 


» tho fret wr 
vais aaa . ‘ 





cross-e€xXam- | 
tiffs’ 
counsel, is slated to be vit 
ness when trial resumes Wednesday. 
Schauler’s testimony yesterday (7) 
involved George Gilligan, former 
v.p. of the local, who charged he was 
beaten at a union meeting in Sep- 
tember, 1939, following a disagree- 
ment with Kaufman. Dispute arose 
when Kaufman urged a three-year 
contract with theatre owners instead 
of the one-year pact favored by Gil- 
ligan. Schauler declared that when 
the three-year contract clause came 
before the local for a vote, heated 
words were exchanged between 
Kaufman and Gilligan and he in- 
formed later that somebody had 
socked Gilligan. He further testi- 
fied that when he saw Gilligan later 
he bore no marks of a beating. 
Schauler, a member of the local 
the last 30 years, said that so far as 
he know Kaufman never intimidated 








members who disagreed with his | 
policies, nor was he aware of any 
graft paid by theatre owners for 


wage contract concessions. 


PERMANENT SERIES 
OF SCRAP PIX SHOWS 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 

Harris theatres in this territory 
have set a permanent series of scrap 
shows in response to Government’s 
plea for continued cooperation from 
movie industry. They'll be held the 
first Saturday morning of every | 
month, and admission will be five 
pounds of scrap or more. 

First one was held Saturday (5) 
and next be Jan. 2. Other cir- 
cuits locally said to be plotting simi- 
lar move as are many of the indies. 








will 





$45 for $5 Junk Yield 


Zanesville, O., Dec. 8 | 

Tall electric sign weighing 800 
pounds above the marquee of the 
Imperial has been dismantled and 


added to the Government’s scrap 


¢ 7 


pile. Ed Hiehle, manager of Zanes- 
ville Theatre, admitted the deal was 
not exactly profitable. It cost him 
$45 to have the sign taken down 


As junk, the sign brought $5, which 
he turned over to the War Chest. 


ARCH MASON, MAYGR 


N. S. Exhib Finally Wins Out—And 


By Large Plurality 
Springhill, N. S., Dec. 8 
. 1 v T 1a y 
Fil Cilsvdiu wo, sVicaouii, vw Ci iicaii~ 


} + | . "ne . 
ager of the local Capitol, a pionee1 


exhibitor, has added to his extra- 
curricular activities, by being elected 


mayoralty. There 
and Mason 
over his 


to the Springhill 
Vere [oul aspirants, 
by a wide margin 
competitor. 

The victory ends a series of poli- 
tical defeats for him. He is already 
chairman of the arbitration board 
for exhibitors and distributors in 
Nova Scotia; chairman of the board 
of the Independent Exhibitors of 
Canada; president of the Nova Scotia 
Amateur Baseball Association; presi- 
dent of the Nova Scotia Fish & 
Game Association, and is a past 


won 


closest 


president and founder of the Allied | Earl Carroll's nitery on Sunset Blvd. | 
where | 


Exhibitors of Nova Scotia. He is 


| 


Job-Payment Collector 
To Be Sentenced 15t 


Newark, Dec. 8. 
James (Shorty) Fleming is sched- 


|uled to be sentenced Dec. 15 after |) 
|having been 


tound guilty ‘Tuesday 
(1) before Essex County Common 
Pleas Judge Van Riper here on a 
charge of obtaining money by falsely 
promising employment. 

Verdict was returned by the jury 
after 40 minutes’ deliberation on tes- 
timony concerning an admitted pay- 


of Jersey Purcelli 
sought an operator’s job and mem- 
bership in Local 244, Motion Picture 
Operators’.Union. Fleming a union 
member, formerly was sergeant-at- 
arms of the local. 

The jury had been briefly charged 
by the court to base a verdict on 
whether testimony showed intent to 
‘cheat and defraud’ by Fleming. 
Such intent is absent, the court 
stated, if the jury considered the tes- 
timony proved beyond reasonable 
doubt that Fleming gave the $150 to 
Louis Kaufman, Local 244 business 
agent, 

Fleming had testified he got $150 
from Purcelli as ‘blood money for 
Kaufman’ in April, 1941. The de- 
fendant said Kaufman told him last 
December to tell Purcelli a job was 
open and to ‘get another half a hun- 
dred from him.’ 

‘Oh, my God, that will be murder,’ 
Fleming testified he replied. He said 


he obtained the $50, gave it to Kauf- | 


man and then was told there was no 
job. Fleming testified he then told 
Kaufman: ‘Oh, my God, Louis, that’s 
murderous. What can I do?’ He 
said he suggested returning the $200 


but that Kaufman remarked such | 
action ‘would look too fishy.’ In- 
stead, Fleming said, Kaufman told 


him to take the $50 and go to Florida | 


at Kaufman’s expense 
Feared Beatings 
When pressed by Assistant Prose- 


cutor Fox to state why he waited 
until the trial to attempt to impli- 
cate Kaufman, Fleming replied: ‘I 
| didn’t want to get beaten up iike a 


lot of other guys.’ He added he also 
feared for his son's job 
Replying to questioning by Judge 


Van Riper, Fleming stated he nad 
had a ‘collection’ agreernent with 
Kaufman. To his counsel, James 


Henry, Fleming said Purcelli was 
not the first prospective union mem- 
Edwin 
J. Baeder of Newark and A. A. Carle 
of Irvington testified 
Fleming. 

Baeder, who never became a union 
member, said he paid $150 


1e colle cted 


they va 
hey paid 


| 


quot 4 
Fleming as saying the money ‘is f 
Kaufman and couple 
Carle, who was signed by the union 
in i938, testified he paid $96 O 
that, he said, $500 was dues and the 


rest ne considered ‘wate over the 


dam.’ 


Kaufman testified Monday 30) 
that Fleming neither came to him 
about Purcelli’s job nor gave him 
Purcelli’s money Questioned by 


Henry abont a ‘collection scheme, 
Kaufman said: ‘I received no $150 
and Fleming was no collector.’ 





Have to Dress for This 


. 





' 
j 


| 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Beryl Wallace leaps lightly from 


to the wild western acres 


also president and founder of the | Harry Sherman is making a set of 


Independent Film Distributors, with 


| 
| 


cowboy pictures for United Artists 


base at St. John, and supplying pic- | release. 


tures, equipment, accessories, on a 


Songstress is slated to sing ‘When 


co-op basis to indie theatre owners. | Johnny Comes Marching Home’ as a 


He was defeated for the provin- ; musical 


interlude in ‘Meet John 


cial assembly last year and previ- | Bonniwell,’ an early western with 


ously for the mayoralty. 


| historical ideas. 


M. P. ASSOCIATES NOW 350 


Bill Rodgers and Ed Alperson Hypo 
Fraternal Org 

The Motion Picture Associates 
formed more than 20 years ago only 
ifor salesmen working in the New 
| York exchanges but a few years ago 
expanded to take in exhibitors, also, 
|has jumped its membership to 350 
las result of a campaign directed by 








William F, Rodgers to bring in 
| higher sales and theatre execs 

| Drive, spearheaded by Rodgers 
land given considerable impetus by 
|E. L. Alperson, RKO’s general the- | 
atre operator, has resulted in 175] 


new members and greatly strength- 


lens M. P. Associates as an organiza- 


ition devoted to fraternal work and 
|charity in the area served by the 
N. Y. film branches. 


In addition 
benefit fund for members, the MPA 
aids those of the distribution and 
exhibition branch who are in need 
financially, also in the procurement 
of positions. Harry Buxbaum, 20th- 
| Fox sales exec, is president and Jack 
+ Eillis, RKO’s N. Y. sales manager, is 

V.p. 


Rodgers, in charge of distribution | 
|for Metro, who rounded up the vast 
|majority of the new members, has 
a member since earlier selling 
days. Alperson, who came into the 
MPA at Rodgers’ invitation, himself 
breught in 50 managers of RKO 
| theatres, 


| hoen 
veen 





to having a death | 


———— 


One Kid Shoots His Companion 
During Jail-Break Scene at Cinema 


2 
, 





Ain’t Our Jesse 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Tyrone Power looked so differ- 
ent from Jesse James when he 
| played that role for 20th-Fox 
| that Harry Sherman is looking 
| for an actor who looks like 
Power to play the James part in 
‘Meet John Bonniwell.’ Idea is 
that the outlaw has been typed 
on the screen as a clean-shaven 
youth with a Power-ish glance 
| in his eye. 

P.S.: Jesse James wore whis- 
kers and looked like a composite 
picture of Robert E. Lee, Ulysses 
S. Grant and William T. Sher- 
man, none of whom could get to 
first base as a romantic lead in 
a picture. 











Archibald Details 
Setup for Brit. Pic 


Although he arrived in the U. S. 





'ment of $150 to Fleming by Edward FILMS VEER T0 
City. 


| Purcelli 


DISTAFF SIDE 
IN STORIES 


from London last Oct. 14, illness pre- 
vented George Archibald, director 
of the Films Division of British In- 
formation 


from 
charge of his new duties in N. Y. 
until this week. He 
with pneumonia coming across and 


Services, 


was taken ill 


was forced to enter a Boston hos- 
pital 


went to 


several weeks. 
North Carolina 
time to recuperate. 


Archibald 


for Then he 


fer more 


announced preliminary 





Hollywood is leaning to the distaff | 
side in its story buys. | 
Latest is ‘Prodigal Woman,’ which 
supplements previously acquired | 
'‘Gibson Girl,’ ‘Portrait of a Lady,’ | 
‘Government Girl,’ ‘Pretty Girl’ and | 


Other Story Buys 


Russian war yarn by Harrison 
Howell. 

Ted Allen sold ‘The Story of 
Norman Bethune,’ biography of the 
founder of the first blood bank, to 
20th-Fox. 

Harry Ruskin sold 


When’ to Metro. 
PRC-Pathe purchased ‘Five Little 
| Ladies at War,’ by Arthur Dreifuss 





| 
} 


t 


SPG’s Bonus Complaint 
| Postponed Until Thurs. 


Monday 
Milton Diamond, 


hearing 


Following a 


morning (7) before 


ae te , , 
roitrator, Wno it GQecide Whnecvnel 
members of the Sereen Publicists 

[ 250%) D 4341 1 4 } 

V7 Ll i » 7 

| paid by the « ipany, postponemeni 
was taken until tomorrow (Thurs- | 
} ‘ 4 77 Se tr > £ — ; 

cay) due Oo inaditity O} Austin ad 
Keough, Par’s legal head, to appear 
until then. 


Keough was not present at the 


Monday session nor at the prelim- 
inary meeting before Diamond last 
|Friday (4) when Arthur Israel, Jr.. 
exec assistant to Barney Balaban 
and George Barry, company attor- 
ney, were present. 

Due to the SPG matter, Par has 


asked for time to consider opening 


of negotiations with the Screen Of- 
fice and Professional Emplovees 
Guild vinich recentiy won an elec- 
tion at the homeoffice and in the 
Par music companies for white-col- 
larites 


| Who Said They Could? 


>| Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


First picture by Albert S. Rogell 
under his-new contract as producer- 
director at Republic will be ‘Bach- 
elors Can’t Have Babies.’ 

Picture will be based on a story 
| written by Rogell in collaboration 
with Art Arthur, 





U’s Usual $2 


Universal’s board of directors de- 
clared the usual $2 quarterly divi- 


dend on its first preferred stock at a | 


meeting held last Thursday (3). U 
|has been paying regularly on this $8 
| preferred since starting $2 payments 
jabout a year ago. 

Divvy is payable Jan. 1 to stock- 
| holders on record Dec. 23. 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. [ Plans 


‘Queens of Burlesque.’ 


Monogram bought ‘Red Bayonets,’ | 


for division on taking 


charge with Tom Baird, who 
came over from England as his as- 
sistant. The British War Informa- 


his 


tion films chief revealed that Sidney | 


L. Bernstein, former films chief, had 
concluded a pact with the eight U. S. 
major distributors, prior to leaving 
for England. Under this arrange- 
ment each will distribute one fea- 
|ture and two shorts of the British 
Information Services during the next 
|12 months. Bernstein now is honor- 
ary technical advisor to the film di- 
| vision of BMI. 


First feature to be given the major 


Command,’ which covers the activi- 
ties of the Coastal services in search 
|}of German raiders. Actual distribu- 
| tion company likely will be decided 
| by drawing lots. ‘Next of Kin,’ is the 


Remembet | companies under this deal is ‘Coastal 
| 


second feature, to be handled by this | 


arrangement. Initial short from the 
British Information will be ‘We Sail 
at Midnight,’ which covers the rush- 
ing of materials Britain 
|} under arrangements. 

horts also have 
‘Tl Wasa Fi 
Ireland.’ The 


and tools to 
the lease-lend 
'wo additional been 
nicked 


ern 


reman’ and ‘North- 


former covers the 


activities of British Home Defense} 
fire fighters in combatting the Nazi 
1erial blitz ‘Treland’ shows the 
| A. E. F. in camp and training in that 


; country. 

Archibald explained that two main 
channels of distribution will be em- 
ployed films division in this 
country—the U. S. industry‘s War 
Activities Committee and Bern- 
stein contract with the major dis- 
tributors. Material handled and edi- 
ted by the Office of War Information 
film unit in N. Y. is then given the 
WAC for istribution. ‘Dover’ and 


ss chiaks 


by his 


the 


‘Night Shift’ are among the most re- 
cent British-made 
handled via such 
| Achibald 


subjects to be 
arrangement. 

who was formerly joint 
managing director for United Artists 
in Britain director of Odeon 
circuit there, is widely known in mo- 
tion picture circles in England and 
to foreign department executives in 
the U. S. through his visits to this 
country. He left UA to do war work, 
first being Deputy Regional Commis- 
sioner of Forcible Defense in Britain. 


and a 





‘Girl Crazy’ Warms Up 


Hollywood, Dee. 8. 

Next Mickey Rooney-Judy Gar- 
land co-starrer, ‘Girl Crazy,’ goes 
to bat Jan. 4, preceded by four 
weeks of rehearsals, mostly on the 
musical end but many in the spoken 
| Sequences to save film. 
Busby Berkely is directing the 
musical numbers under production 
; supervision of Arthur Freed. 








Propaganda in U. 8. icivy. 


assuming | 


also | 





St. Louis, Dee. 8. 

During the jail-break scene in 
‘Through Different Eyes,’ Joseph 
Heaton, 15, was shot and mortally 
wounded by a 14-year-old companion 
Saturday (5) in the Shaw, a nabe 
of the St. Louis Amus Co. To the 
cops who held him for the Coroner 
James Warren, son of a soldier at 
Camp Dix, N. J., said that during 
the excitement of the flicker he drew 
a snub-nosed 22-calibre revolver that 
he thought was unloaded, from his 
pocket and pulled the trigger idly. 
He said the weapon snapped harm- 
lessly several times and suddenly 
exploded. 

Because of the noise in the scene 
patrons were unaware immediately 
of the tragedy but soon whispers of 
the shooting spread over the house 
and Lee Sills, relief manager of the 
house, ordered an_ investigation. 
Heaton was found slumped in his 
seat with the stunned Warren in an 
adjeining one. Heaton who had been 
shot beneath the heart died as he 
was being carried out of the theatre 





Sills said that after the wailing of 
‘sirens and shots in the prison break 
iscene he heard another shot and tola 
ithe usher to investigate. Before the 
usher could report back several men 
'carrried the wounded youth out of 
ithe auditorium. 

Warren told police he obtained the 
|weapon Friday (4) in a trade for a 
22-calibre rifle and intended selling 
the revolver to a friend for $3.50. 
Warren, who tirst said that Heaton 
was shot while examining the 
weapon, finally admitted it was in 
his hands when it was discharged. 
He dropped the weapon after the 
shooting and later helped police re- 
cover it from beneath a seat. 
Frisco’s Juve Edict 

San Francisco, Dec. 8. 

| Frisco’s juvenile delinquency drive 
curfew 
ef- 


new 
have no 


|has shaped up into a 
{law proposal that will 
fect on theatre biz here. 
Proposed ordinance, principal aim 
of which is to hold parents respon- 
sible for children’s delinquency, 
|shifts the curfew for all children 
|under 18 to midnight, in place of 
| present curfews of 10 p.m. for those 
under i6, and midnight for young 
people between 16 and 18, 
Authorities said new law would be 
invoked only when youngsters are 
| found loitering for no good purpose, 


and that children going directly 
home following a picture show or 
other entertainment would not be 
bothered. 


The ordinance r 
to the county Board of St 


by its police committee. 


was 


ecommended 
ipervisors 


NLRB ORDERS SECRET 
BALLOT AT REPUBLIC 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
Election by secret ballot among 
employees in the New York office 
of Republic Pictures has been 


ordered by the National Labor Re- 
Board, for determining 
whether they want to be represented 
by Screen Office & Professional Em- 
ployees Guild, Local 109, for the pur- 
pose of collective bargaining. 
Picture company refused to 
ognize the the 
representative of the employees until 


lations 


rec- 


UIMVII a CACAUSLVE 


the union was certified by NLRB. 
A regional director’s statement, in- 
troduced into evidence in the case, 


ndicated that the union represents a 
substantjal number of the em- 


ployees, 


Loew’s Extra $1.50 Melon 


Loew’s, Inc., directors cut an extra 
dividend melon of $1.50 for common 
stockholders last week, being pay- 
able on Dec. 31 to stockholders on 
record Dec. 18. This brings total 
payments this year on Loew’s com- 
mon stock to $3.50 instead of the 
usual $2 dividend because the direc- 
torate at the same time declared 
the usual 50c quarterly payment. 
The extra $1.50 and regular 50c are 
payable on the end-of-year date with 
the same on record listing. 

Loew’s previously had paid $1.50 
{this year on the common. Corpora- 
| tion is reported to he earning nearly 
|twice this $3.50 sum on the common 
currently. 
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Gov t Wage Regulations Provide For 
Pay Over $67,200 to Cover Expenses; 


Partner, Package, 


7, Deals Doubtful? 








Wage stabilization regulations is- 
gued by the United States In- 
ternal Revenue Bureau last 
week provide for an allowance, in 
addition to the basic maximum net 
salary of $25,000, for expenses ‘paid 
or incurred by an employee and 
necessary for the performance of 
the services for which the employer 
is compensated.’ This provision is 
generally construed as permitting 
artists to be paid more than $67,- 
200 gross income to take care of 
commissions to agents, personal ex- 
ploitation, traveling expenses and 
other normally deductible expendi- 
tures. 

However, only those expenses will 
be permitted which would be al- 


lowed in computing regular in- 
dividual Federal income taxes. In 
other words, if an executive nor- 


mally incurred expenses of say $20,- 
000 a year, any increase in such 
expenses would have to be justi- 
fied and okayed by the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue. 

Apart from this modification, the 
only other relief provided for talent 
under ihe wage stailizati.-. regu- 
lations applies to freelance per- 
sonnel below the ceiling limit in- 
come brackets. Flexible treatment 
of freelance artists is implied in 
provisions for salary increases, 
without approval, in cases of pro- 
motions, individual merit, and/or 
increased productivity. 

Package Deals 

Percentage, radio-picture package 
deals and partnerships appear 
doubtful under the regulations, if 
such deals have the effect of in- 
creasing net earned income above 
the $25,000 maximum. 

Percentage Deals 

Section 1002.2 provides: ‘If the re- 
lationship of employer and employee 
exists, the designation or description 
of the relationship by the parties 
as anything other than that of em- 
ployer or employee is immaterial 
...It is of no consequence that the 


employee is designated as a part- 
ner, co-adventufer, agent or in- 
dependent contractor. The measure- 


of 
the 
em- 


or designation 
immaterial if 


ment, method 
compensation is 
relationship of employer and 
ployee thus in fact exists.’ 
Section 1002.6 provides: ‘The 
terms ‘salary’ and ‘salary payment’ 


...are not used in any restricted, 
narrow or technical sense, but en- 
compass all forms of direct or in- 


direct compensation for personal 
services of an employee., .bonuses, 
gifts, loans, commissions, fees, ad- 
ditional compensation and = any 
other remuneration in any form or 
medium whatsoever are considered 
as falling within the concept of | 
‘salary’ or ‘salary payment.’ 
Onus On Employer 
Section 1002.13 provides: ‘The 
burden of justifying an increase 
in salary rate shall in every in- 


stance be upon the employer, seek- 
ing to make such increase. Sec- 
tion 1002.18 further states, ref- 
ence to $25.000 ceiling ‘The 
general is that no amount of 
salary authorized 


in 
the 
rule 
may be paid or 
count of any employee or received 
by him during the calendar year 
1943 which after reduction by 
Federal income taxes 
of such } 


000.’ 


on 


1 awranAn G95 
iG 


Saidl y, WU uit CACELG Ver, 
Multiple Employers 

Under the regulations ‘Salaries 
payable to an employee from more 
than one employer’ may be treated 
as if all such salaries were pay- 
able by a single employer. Where 
an individual employed by two 
Or more employers these are re- 
quired to make salary arrangements 
to conform with the provisions of 


is 


the $25,000 income ceiling law and } 


will be considered in violation of the 
Act if such proper salary arrange- 
ments are not made. 

Community Property 


Community property laws, which | 
prevail in some states, will not affect | 


the operation of the salary ceiling. 
If a resident of California receives 
a salary of $100,000 during 
and, under the laws. of _ that 
State $50,000 of that amount 
considered the property of his 
wife, for purposes of this Act, his 


1S 


Salary is considered $100,000 not 
$50,000 

Liability 
Under the regulation, if a film 


+ 
- 


| taxes, 


company, or several companies joint- 
ly, pay an artist more than the ceil- 
ing salary, say $100,000, the total 
amount paid in each instance (not 
merely the excess salary) may be 
disallowed as an expense for cor- 
porate income tax purposes. (Sec- 
tion 1002.28, subdivisions C and D). 


Not Much Change 


Washington, Dec. 8. 

New regulations were announced 
by the Internal Revenue Bureau in 
a 2l-page single-spaced typewritten 
document. 

They clarify but, on the whole, 
they do not change the general in- 
tent, purposes or provisions of the 
original regulations issued Oct. 27 by 
Economic Stabilization Director 
James Byrnes under authority of the 
President’s executive order. 

In general, the regulations are an 
elaboration of the original ones. They 
are broad in character and still leave 
much to the interpretation placed on 
them by the Internal Revenue Bu- 
reau in ruling on individual cases. 

There are thousands of questions 
which remain unanswered. 

Treasury's best advice is still this: 
When in doubt ask for a ruling. 

Regional offices, including those in 
New York and Hollywood, are pre- 
pared to give official answers to 
questions under the regulations. 
Their decisions may be relied on. 
While the decisions of the regional 
offices may be reversed or modified 
in Washington later, the action taken 
in the Capital will not be retroactive 
on those who have proceeded on 
them in good faith. 


Brian Donlevy’s Beef 





Brian Donlevy, in a letter to the 
New York Daily News, herewith re- 
printed, graphically points up the 
manifold problems currently strait- 
jacketing artists. 

Donlevy doesn’t mind paying 
but he points out that if he 
has to spend eight hours daily walk- 


ing to work he wouldn't have much 
time left to earn the money on 
which to pay taxes. 


‘I earn my living as a motion 
picture actor. I worked at a lot 
of other things, such garage 
mechanic, farm hand, and bank 
clerk, before going for a fling at 
acting. I was 14 years in New 
York City, 11 years in Broadway 
shows learning my trade before 
I got a Hollywood break. 


‘Last year I paid the Govern- 


as 


ment $73,000, in round numbers, 
in income taxes. This year I am 
due for more. Beginning as of 
last Thursday I am working for 
nothing in a picture called ‘Un- 
conquered,’ because I am over 
the $67,200 gross income limit 
with all deductions off 

All O. K. and to the good. 
I’m plenty tickled to be in a po- 
sition to pay. Now comes gas 
rationing. The Government has 
0. K.d 39 radio transcriptions 





| for me to do 


to be paid to or accrued to the ac- | 


the amount | 


1943 | 


in connection with 
a good radio series which ought 
to be a help to the war effort 


‘Now, what I want to know is 
41 . TY thin eatiny (¢ hy ra 
whi OES re tavIONINER OCarG 
expect me to do all these things 
ana stil walk to work” Its 11 
miles going and 11 miles com- 
ing. I’m told that all I rate is an 


A card. I don’t claim to be so all- 
fired important, but if mul- 
tiply me by a couple of hundred 


you 


it adds to important money- 
plus gratis services—ihat the 
Government will pass up. Be- 


cause if I have to walk to work. 
that alone will take eight hours 
a day. If you'll riddle me this, 
I'll appreciate it.’ 

BRIAN DONLEVY. 


This’ll Set ‘Em Shrieking 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 


New cliffhanger at Republic has 
;}a war instead of a western theme 


| following the public reception of the 
;current chapter play, ‘G-Men vs. the 
| Black Dragon.’ 


Title is ‘Tracking Hitler’s Sabo- 
fteur’s and deals with spies Ameri- 
ca’s war-plants. William O’Sullii 


is i { f p! ice?! 





}extent 
|for tax purposes generally. 





| naver 
payer 


Writers Per Chore 


Writers on studio contract lists 
are seeking abrogation of their 
pacts, as a result of the $25,000 
income ceiling, in order to free- 
lance. Income limitation applies 
to regularly employed scripters 
but exempts authors not engaged 
by any one employer, this ex- 
emption also covering royalties. 

Studios are reported inclined 
to grant emancipation from con- 
tract bonds so that writers, not 
limited by the ceiling, would 
turn out more material. 

Proposals have been discussed 
in Washington, however, to ex- 
tend the income ceiling to phy- 
sicians, attorneys, authors and 
others working on a fee basis. 








HERE’S HOW 676. 


REDUCES TO 256 





Washington, Dec. 8. 
Under the new salary regulations 


|it appears possible for an individual 


t. retain more than $25,000 a year 
after Federal income taxes without 


taking advantage of the additional 
salary allowances permissible for ex- 
penses, charitable contributions, in- 
surance premiums, fixed obligations 
and certain Federal taxes. 
General rule of the regulations is 
that no amount of salary may be 
paid to or authorized to be paid to 
or accrued to the account of any em- 
ployee or received by him during 
the calendar year which, after re- 
duction by the Federal income taxes 
on the amount of such salary, com- 
puted without regard to other in- 
come and without regard to deduc- 
tions or credits, would exceed $25,- 
000. In view of this it is figured 
that the gross amount of salary that 
an employer could pay an employee 
without exceeding the basic salary 
allowance of $25,000 net is $67,200. 
This restriction is on the employer. 
The basic allowance of salary repre- 
sents an amount against 
appropriate tax rates are 
whether the employee is married or 
single or of the 
pendents, if any. 


It is likewise unaffected by the 
nature or amount of his other in- 
come, taxable or exempt, or by the 


of his deductions allowable 


Effect of the provision is to pre- 
vent the employer from granting 
salary payments in excess of $67,200 
on account of the employee’s domes- 
tic or dependency status or other de- 
ductions allowable under Federal in- 
taxes. 

there is nothing in the regu- 


come 


But 


| tation to prevent the individual who 


ac 


has received the maximum salary 


i\payment of $67,200, or any other tax- 


for that matte:, from taking 


all the deductions allowable to him 


It has 
gross 
income 
under 


that on a 
salary of $f the Federal 
tax, without deductions, is 
present rates $42,200, which 
leaves a net salary, before deduc- 
tions, of $25,000. 

The individual, in making out his 
income tax on his $67,200 gross in- 
can take, for example, the 
allowable deductions for marital 


been established 


seVUyV, 


come 





| taxes paid. 
| possible for him to retain more than 


| 


ja reduced 





Barn Dance program. 


status, dependents and state income 
When he does this it is 


amount as a result of the 
individual's allowable deductions. 


‘Neighbor’ Click Cues 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Republic is preparing two more 
radio specials following national re- 
turns from ‘Hi, Neighbor,’ recently 
released. 

Armand Schaefer produces 
pictures, first of which will star 
Lulu Belle & Scotty of the National 


EVELYN THE WILD 


HoNywood, Dec. 8. 


Evelyn Ankers drew the title role! a 
lin ‘The Captive Wild Woman,’ 


rolled today (Tues.) at 
1 Wi Dmvy?t 


ector cnore. 


Universal 


ry 18 Ri qaiing tne 


number of his de- | 


both | 


judgment, 





which the | 
applied | 


; that 











| Moreover, 


1@¢9R NON not , Te ee ee re 
$25,000 net. What happens in this 
| ease is that the Government, instead 
of receiving the full $42,200 in taxes 
figured without deductions, receives } js 





| 


desert 
| home 





——e 


Investment Ceiling Now Also 


Forfends 





BYRNES EXPLAINS 


On Sharing the War Burden By 
Those on Home Front 


In a talk before the New York 
Herald Tribune annual forum re- 
cently, James F. Byrnes, Director 
of Economic Stabilization, fully ex- 
plained his theory on wartime econ- 
omy. Said Byrnes, in part: ‘In war- 
time, price controls, wage controls 


and rationing controls are not in- 
genius devices to punish people and 
to make the grim business of war 
grimmer than it need be. They are 
measures designed to help our war 
effort and to reduce the hardships 
of war, particularly on the family in 
modest circumstances... . 


‘There are some people who read- 
ily see the need for the control of 
prices and wages bu‘ do not see the 
advantage to the war effort of lim- 
iting profits on salaried incomes in 
the higher brackets. Some honestly 
believe that such limitations are in 
the nature of social reform imposed 
under the guise of war needs. I dis- 
agree. Peace is peace, and war is 
war, and the conditions which make 
for the success or failure of busi- 
ness are not necessarily the same in 
wartime as in peacetime. 


‘Individual enterprise can and is 
helping to win the war, but the war 
has made and destroyed businesses 
without a nice regard in all cases to 
the enterprise of their owners. En- 
terprising men, capable of earning 
the highest salaries, have been 
drafted into the war, while fate, not 
has decreed that others 
remain at their civilian posts. When 
men of enterprise are fighting on the 
sands, men of enterprise at 
should not object to sharing 
the burdens of war.’ 














Spurs Sales 


Continued from page 5 


that otherwise would have to 


counts 


be sold individually, taking more 
time and running up selling costs. 

In addition to less product so far | 
this season and almost nothing over 
the summer from United Artists, | 


the exhib this year has found fewer 
pictures available from companies 
were under the consent 
The most has gone on sale at 20th- 
Fox exchanges since this company 
started releasing 1942-43 product 
Aug. 1, the others Sept. 1. Twen- 
tieth, now selling four blocks of 


|five each, plus ‘Tales of Manhattan,’ | 


screened a new batch of five last 
week for early sale 
WB's 9 Since Sept. 1 
A drastic cut in releases since | 


Sent 1 


Sept. 1 by Warner Bros. has added 
to the scarcity of film available since 
then. It 
tures available 
December will 
ture, in addition 
Dandy’, which 

it 


pic- 
since Sept. 1 and for 
have only one fea- 
to ‘Yankee Doodle 
is now being sold. 


ha mada wiv nin 
nas mace oniy nine 


have only 
availability 


two pictures on 
list for January 


Par is selling three blocks of five 


each but so far has placed only 12 | 


on release. A fourth block has been 


set up but so far not even the 
screening dates have been set. Com- 
pany will sell ‘Star Spangled 


Rhythm’ singly but national release 
not planned until Lincoln’s birth- 
Gay. 

Metro is selling only 12 pictures, 
first group having contained this 
A second block of 10 or 12 
is planned but sales will not begin 
on these until the first of the year. 
Meantime, however, the need for 
product is emphasized by the fact 
that Metro is preparing to make a 
probable four pictures. available 
shortly to first-run accounts that 
have run out of film so far available 


ts 


number. 


| from the company, these coming out 


of the second Metro group. 

RKO is selling three packages of 
five each, plus ‘Bambi’ and ‘Pride 
of Yankees’ separately, last-men- 
tioned at increased scales. Company 


has screened a fourth block for 
early selling. 
Universal, Columbia, Republic 


gr 


andl Mona arm 
anu wOnogzgram 


full-line 


sell their product on 
basis, being outside of 


which | the decree. They are benefited in 
7 ‘ } 


a a : Way this year by the { *t 
other ¢ panies are not supplying 





| MPPDA directorate. 


‘the 


decree. | 


} experiences 


is probable WB — | disclosed mission, reportedly to co- 





Stars’ Indie Prod. Cos. 





Barney Balaban, Nick Schenck 
and other industry heads met with 
attorneys at the Hays office to dis- 
cuss the implications of the proposed 
new ceiling limiting income from in- 
vestments as well as from earnings 
to $25,000 for the duration. 

Ceiling on investment income, 
which is likely to be put up to the 
new Congress after Jan. 1, raises 
new and wider financing problems, 
especially for some who figured to 
set up independent production units, 

There still appears to be no barrier 
in the income ceiling regulations, 
which prevents freelance players, di- 
rectors, writers and producers from 
establishing independent production 
units. This course appears unlikely, 
however, in view of the possibility 
of a ceiling on investment income 
since large amounts of capital which 
would have to be ventured with loss 
possibilities outweighing potential 
gains. 

Indications from Washington semi- 
official sources is that the taxation 
will be suggested as the means of 
limiting investment income rather 
than a rigid ceiling. 

Proposed investment income ceil- 
ing would affect industrialists such 
as production-distribution-exhibition 
toppers holding large blocks of stock 
in their own and other companies. 





COE PROBABLY BACK IN 


TIME FOR MPPDA MEET 


Charles F. Coe, vice-president of 
the Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 


| tributors of America, is due back in 


New York next week likely in time 
for the December meeting of the 
Directors’ ses- 
sion, scheduled for Dec. 9, probably 
will be postponed until next week. 

Besides passing on the 1943 budget, 
directors may make some de- 
cision On naming a new public re- 
lations man in Washington to fill 
the spot vacated by Eddie Roddan, 
now in the service. Jack Bryson, 
who heads the MPPDA Washington 


bureau, is scheduled to stay in 


| charge of legislative matters 


Establishing of paid representatives 
of the industry public relations setup 
in key cities likely will be taken up 
also at this session. Such a proposi- 
tion has been discussed by Coe, who 
has been running between the Coast 
and N. Y. to keep the two public 
relations groups happy and working 
in unison. Such key city reps would 


also tour principal cities and set 
forth factual data about the indus- 
try. Later there may be meetings of 


exhibitors and distributors with ISB 
spokesmen but such plans are still in 


: as 
; the suggestion stage because of past 


with such huddies. 

It is likely that Coe will stay in 
New York for some time this time, 
with Will Hays going out to Holly- 
wood on his customary midwinter 
trek. 

In the meantime, Arthur H. DeBra, 
director of research for the MPPDA, 
is remaining on the Coast on an un- 


ordinate public relations matters of 
the studio setup and New York. De- 
Bra also is a MPPDA representative 
on the major company’s Industry 
Service Bureau (formerly the Public 


Relations Committee). 


Maisie on Swing Shift 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 
Metro assigned Norman McLeod 
| to direct ‘Swing Shift Maisie,’ Ann 
|Sothern’s next starrer, to be pro- 


duced by George Haight. 
Screenplay, written by Mary” Mc- 
Call, Jr.. and Robert Halff, will in- 


troduce a new leading man, Jim 
Davis. 





K-A-0’S SURPRISE DIVVY 


Directorate of Keith-Albee-Or- 
pheum Corp., theatre subsid of RKO, 
surprised stockholders this week by 
cutting a year-end melon for com- 
mon shareholders of 25c. Common 
divvy is payable Dec. 23 to stock- 
holders on record Dec. 18. It is the 
first cash distribution’ on K.A.O. 
common in many years. 

K.A.Q. directors also declared a 
$1.75 dividend on 7% preferred, cov 
ering 


the quarter ending next Dec 
31 It j 


T ae 
2, 1943, t 


able Jal 
18, 


pay 


OLQG De c. 


fe] on re 
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PIX WAGE PROBLEMS REMAIN 


—$—$— 


MINIMUM RELIEE 


UNDER GOV'T RULE 


Industry Heads Perturbed 
Over Doubtful Validity of 
Option Contracts—Con- 
tend Income Ceiling 
Should Not Apply to 
Writers, Actors, Directors, 
Sculptors, Painters, Be- 
cause of Short-Lived Suc- 
cess or Sporadic Earning 


Power—Stress Need for 
More Pictures in War- 
time 


TALENT SHORTAGE 


Industry heads and attorneys last 
week found no substantial relief for 
film studio production in the regu- 
lations governing the income ceil- 
ing and wage stabilization issued by 
the Commissioner of Internal Reve- 
nue. Uneasiness prevailed regard- 
ing future production because (1) of 
the belief that the $25,000 income 
limitation would reduce picture en- 
gagements of name stars, and (2) 
because the burden, of determining 
when a freelance star exceeds his 
salary ceiling (in case of multiple 
employers) and where salary in- 
creases can be made, remains with 
the employer. 

Greatest concern continued over 
the validity of option contracts and 
the retention of stellar names in 
pictures. 

Picture execs contend that income 
ceiling provisions should not be ap- 
plied to personnel of an artistic or 
creative nature. There is no great 
upheaval envisaged as a result of 
the income limitation on executive 
salaries since this would cause no 
major dislocation within the trade, 
though affecting individuals. 

Reasons for Exemptions 

Exemption of writers, actors, dra- 

others doing creative 


matists or 


work is predicated on grounds that | 


(1) artists as a general rule have 
large incomes for a relatively very 
short number of years, and (2) have 
sporadic incomes based upon either 
poradic demand for their talents 
or the inability to create except at 
intervals, 


” 


Latter is particularly true of writ- 
ers, composers, painters and sculp- 
tors. Former applies mostly to ac- 
tors. Great stars of stage, screen or 
radio for the most part retain large 
earning power for only a few years, 
with short-lived popularity the in- 
come barometer, 

Sharply outlined, also, is the need 
for more rather than fewer pictures 
at the present time. Film produc- 
tion has been 
in recent seasons for various rea- 
sons 

1, Fewer number of topflight plav- 
ers, some in semi-retirement, others 
no longer boxoffice. 

2. Induction into the armed forces 
of leading players, directors, writers, 
technician 

3. Curtailment of 
positive raw stock. 

4. Difficulties in 
pendent production. 

5. Dearth of strong literary prop- 
erties. 

With producers faced with a short- 
age of the great in normal times, 
problem has now assumed vast pro- 
portions as a result of wartime exi- 
gencies. To make up for the loss, 
it is claimed, artists should be en- 
couraged to make not only the usuai 
number of pictures but to increase 
engagements. 


s 


negative and 


financing inde- 


Under the regulations, it is point- 
ed out, the artist is in many cases 
being asked to work for little or no 
salary while the producers receive 
a profit at the artist's expense. 

Grave Problems for Future 

Conve) ely, 


the tax authorities can 


+ 
+ 








decreasing gradually | 


SAG’s Stance 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

New Screen Actors’ Guild 
rulings to protect the interests 
of members in contract disputes 
Over salary freezings have been 
recommended to the executive 
board by Class A members. 

The legal department is pro- 
ceeding on the following pre- 
mises: (1), protection of the in- 
terests of freelance actors on the 
question of maximum. salaries; 
(2), protection of the rights of 
actors under existing contracts 
which carry salary options; (3), 
protection of the rights of actors 
on new option contracts to be 
negotiated in the future. 

While the rulings have yet to 
be drafted, it is understood that 
the effect of the last two rec- 
ommendations will be that 
where actors under salary ceil- 
ings cannot be paid options 
called for in their contracts, the 
player will have the right to 
terminate his agreement with 
the studio. No action has been 
taken as yet by the directors as 
a body. 








reach the artist’s income in any 
manner they see fit via higher tax 
rates. Chief concern in the trade 
is for the continued existence of the 
industry so that it may retain its 
domestic as well as world-wide im- 
portance after the war. Dissipation 
of talent and other assets would 
j}hinder the return of the industry 
to its pre-war prominence, as in the 
jcase of the British film industry, 
which never recovered from the re- 
strictions imposed during the last 
war. A modification of regulations, 
| without reducing tax payments to 
| the Government or contributing to 
| inflation, would benefit the public as 
| well as the industry. 

| Not generally recognized is that 





|the curtailment of production means | 


|curtailment of work for all person- | 


| nel from top execs to theatre ushers. 
|Those in lower income brackets 
| would suffer relatively as much as 
| the important players. 

| Meantime, industry execs point 
lout, labor in film production has 
| been ceilinged at an all time high. 
| There have also been substantial in- 
creases throughout the industry gen- 
lerally, to all employees of studios 
not engaged directly in production, 
to office workers, exchange forces 
|}and theatres. 








Hearst Attack 

Under the Committee for Constitu- 
tional Government setup, the $25,000 
lincome ceiling is being vigorously 
lattacked in the Hearst newspapers. 
|An open letter to Walter F. George 
ichairman of the Senate Finance 
|Committse, summarizing objections 
ito the income ceiling, has been sent 
ito all members of Congress, editors 
of all daily, weekly, trade and pro- 
fessional press, radio commentators 
and other molders pf public opinion. 

Epistle, printed in the N. Y. Jour- 
|nal-American Dec. 6, states, ‘This 
|Executive Order is a blow at the 
iprivate enterprise system This 
Committee, a non-partisan organiza- 
tion, is interested in the constitu- 
tional aspects of the question and 
lin its long range destructive effect 
system.” 








| upon our free enterprise 
|Reiterated in the letter is Senator 
George's statement that 
| this order has no effect on checking 
| inflation, will actually cause the 
|Treasury to lose not gain tax income, 
| and that it will create gross in- 
equities between those who earn 
| from salaries and those who receive 
l/income from investment. 


previous 


Rough Cut of ‘Bell’ 
Down to Three Hours 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

It will take three hours to run off 
the first rough assembly of footage 
for the Paramount picture, ‘For 
|Whom the Bell Tolls,’ the screen- 
| ing to be made in private to aid in 
| the composition of the musical score. 
| To date the faotage amounts to 
| 16,000, with much more to be added 
by special effects footage, now 
under process with Goavion Jennings 
| supervising. Victor Young is tuning 


' 
up the score. 








FOREIGN FILM 
PAY EXEMPTED 


Washington, Dec. 8 

Motion picture company em- 
ployees who are paid exclusively for 
services rendered in foreign coun- 
tries are unaffected by the Internal 
Revenue Bureau regulations govern- 
ing the application of wage and sal- 
ary stabilization. The companies, 
too, are unaffected in respect to sal- 
ary payments to such employees en- 
gaged in foreign service. 

Regulations state that the provi- 
sions shall not be applicable in the 
case of a corpor-te employer organ- 
ized under the laws of the United 
States or any state, territory or pos- 
session, with respeci to salaries paid 
by such employers to employees for 
services rendered exclusively in 
foreign countries. 


PIX PRODUCERS FOR U.S. 
ALSO UNDER WAGE ACT 


Washington, Dec. 8. 

Motion picture producers turning 
out film under contract with the 
Government are affected by findings 
of the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue in respect to salaries under 
the new Salary Stabilization regula- 
tions. 

Regulations provide that any de- 
termination by the Commissioner 
that a salary payment is in contra- 
vention of the Salary Stabilization 





departments and agencies of the 
Federal Government for the purpose 
of determining costs or expenses 
under any contract made by or on 
behalf of the United States. 





Therefore, if the 
|should determine that a motion pic- 
lture studio had contravened the act 
lin the matter of salaries of em- 


Commissioner |} 




















ber the President himself acted by George maintained this 


executive order. 

Joining Senator George in opposi- 
tion to the President’s proposal to 
limit investment income were Sena- 
tor Gerry, Rhode Island Democrat, 
and Senator Davis, Pennsylvania 
Republican, who are also members of 
[ finance committee which will 
have to handle the ceiling problem 
when it is given consideration in the 
Senate, 

Senator Gerry said Congress had 
already given its answer on the 
White House proposal when the 
finance committee worked on the 
revenue bill this session. At that 
time the committee refused to legis- 
late any income ceiling. 

Senator Davis said he believed it 
‘all wrong for the executive branch 
to put a ceiling on income.’ This is a 
subject, he said, on which Congress 
alone has jurisdiction to act. 

Thus it appeared this week that 
the stage was being set for fireworks 
on Capitol Hill when the new Con- 
gress meets after the first of the 
year. Senator George said that his 
finance committee will definitely 
examine the legality of the Presi- 
dent’s executive order, which led to 
the promulgation by’ Economic 
Stabilization Director James Byrnes 
of regulations limiting salaries to the 
$67,200 gross top, which is calculated 
to leave the individual a net of 
25,000 after payment of taxes. 

Congress never intended that a 
flat, inflexible limitation be put on 
net incomes of individuals, Senator 








Act- is conclusive upon all executive | 


| ployees engaged in working on films 
| being produced under contract for 
|}the Army or Navy, for example, the 
| War and Navy Departments would 
| be bound to accept the Commis- 
sioner’s rulings on salaries in figur- 
ing the costs and expenses of the 
films being produced under contract 
by the studio. 


Continued from page 5 


Congress Opposition to Ceiling 





|to maintain the free 











week. 
‘rule of reason should apply,’ he said 
and consideration should be given to 
circumstances in each case. 

TI think Congress will keep the 
thought in mind that while a rela- 
tively few American taxpayers will 
realize an income which by any 
yardstick can be regarded as exe 
cessive,’ the Georgia Senator stated, 
‘nevertheless, there are millions of 
our people with ambition, energy 
and courage, who hope to become 
large income earners and who hope 
American 


economy which we have known 
throughout history. 
‘This freedom has been limited 


only by such taxes, on the basis of 
ability to pay, as may be necessary 
to impose from time to time to meet 
obligations of the Government.’ 
Income ceiling question was 
brought up in the President’s press 
conference last week by newsmen 
because earlier in the day an un- 
named Government official had said 
that the President intended to ask 
the new Congress to broaden the 
ceiling to income investment. 


News was not surpris.ng inasmuch 
as the tipoff that the limitation pro- 
posal was imminent was given by 
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt in her first 
press conference after returning 
from Great Britain. It was while she 
was abroad that the salary ceiling 
was put into effect and when she 
was asked about it she said that she 
felt disturbed that income from in- 
vestments was not covered by the 
salary limitation. 

‘I was assured we would tax that, 
too,’ she asserted tec newswomen. 

President’s wife would not elabo- 
rate any further except to say that 
when she was in Great Britain ‘one 
of England’s wealthiest men’ had 
told her that after paying taxes prac- 
tically no one there has more than 
$21,000 net income. 





———_| 
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The ONLY TAP DANCER ever to be 
billed at Carnegie Hall . . . $50,000 a year 
for cabrioles, arabesques, tours jetes and 


spoon he was born with and climbed the 
ladder of success the hard way... A dozen 
stories of his spectacular off-stage pranks 
..» How he works and plays. Color photos. 


The Life Story of 
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by Irving Drutman 
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Judy Garland’s joyous musical held over in 34 
edrly engagements, tops famed ‘‘Miniver” in 
many spots, ahead of hearty ‘‘Honky Tonk” 
practically everywhere. 9th Week, Astor, N.Y. 























Rens 





Wherever you go they’re saying: ‘‘M-G-M has 
done it again!’”” Ronald Colman-Greer Garson 
in a film headed for the Hall of Fame. Press 
reviews, exhibitor praise prophesy another 
world-famed ‘‘Miniver”’ hit! 


FIRST LION 
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New M-GeM records in Chicago (best at U. A. 
Theatre in 4 years!) and Philadelphia (best at 
Aldine since 1938) for the Hedy Lamarr-Walter 


Pidgeon smash romance. New York Capitol 
tops ‘Honky Tonk.’’ Held-over 100%! 
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Watch trade press reviews! Greatest triumph of 
naval action since‘‘Mutiny On Bounty.” Robert 
Taylor, Brian Donlevy, Charles Laughton, Walter 
Brennan are superb! A dramatic spectacle with 
patriotic punch that lifts you to the skies! 
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| Harmon 











3 —— |64OContinued 
where the SSB tried to service 
troops in 65 combat areas with 21 
prints. 
‘No Price Too High’ 
Touching on the difficulties con- 


fronting American business, Harmon 
said, ‘We feel that no price is too 
high to pay for freedom. We want to 
be reassured, however, that we shall 
not lose liberty while engaged in a 
war for its preservation.’ 

Schaefer outlined some of the ob- 
stacles towards fulfillment of the in- 
dustry’s gift of 4,700 film programs 
for the armed services. He said that 
1.713 features and 2,202 shorts had 
been completed and that 590 features 
and 1,157 shorts were on order but 
that raw stock and laboratory proc- 
priorities for the Army and 
had held up deliveries. 


in y 
essine 


Navy 


Following a meeting with authori- | Brandt, 


ties in Washington at which Schaefer 
and Harmon were. present, the 
Special! Services division was 
granted first 300,000 feet of 16 mm. 
stock and later 500,000 feet (as a re- 


sult of Harmon’s representations). | O'Donnell, 


Schaefer also pointed out that suf- 
ficient 
available, that the Government had 
asked owners of old machines to turn 
them in for reconditioning and ship- 
ment to combat zones. 

Si Fabian, reporting for the the- 
atres division of the WAC, said that 
16,463 theatres were now pledged to 
show Government films, as com- | 
pared with some 12,000 at the out- 
break of war. William F. Rodgers, 
chairman of the Distribution Com- 
mittee, later countered that, although 
Government shorts were getting 
from 6,000 to 12,000 bookings, it was 
not good enough. He held .that if 
16,000 theatres were pledged then all 
should book every one of the films. 

Oscar Doob, speaking on a budget 
for public relations, niftied that pub- 
‘experienced 


licists are money- 
spender He then thanked Nick 
Schenck, who was present, for al- 


lowing him (Doob) to give away his 
(Schenek’s) time to the WAC and 
assured Schenck that he ‘would give 
all my spare time to Loew’s.’ Doob’s 
proposal for a ‘Movies at War’ 
month, drive embracing all Govern- 
ment services, was temporarily 
pigeonholed, following discussion, 
Actors 

Beetson, outlining activities 
f the Hollywood division of the 
Wac. said that up to October 1,051 
artists had made a total of 6.146 ap- 
pearances on. live radio shows, 
transcriptions, spot shows, benefits, 
personal appearances, bond drives, 
gamp shows, both in America and 
overseas. He added that the Re- 
search Council of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 


Fred 


which was cooperating with the U. S. 
Signal Corps nine years before the 
war, has delivered 108 training films 


accepted and approved by the War 
Department, w 
jects on the way. 
Beetson said that Col. 
leitee, the Coast last we 


M. FE. Gil- 


on 


between 1,500 and 2,000 one- 


ask for 


reel subjects for the coming year, | an essential activity 


the | 


due to the increased size of 
Army. These are to be produced on 


a non-profit basis. Some 94 films had 


also been produced in cooperation | th. Center 
with the Coordinator of Inter-Ameri- 


gan Affairs for non-theatrical re- | 
lease in the 26 South American re- | 
publics : 
Permanent Charities 

Beetson cited the work of the 
Permanen Charities Committee 
which raised $1,984,421 in Hollywood 
lust ‘yedr ard said that ‘much’ -vf 
the success in the Japanese cam- 


paign to date was in a measure due 
to the infiltration tactics and the 
use of camouflage, particularly in 
the camouflage-of the individual sol- 


dier to which the studios contributed 
by providing space and material for 
training groups of officers.’ 

He also mentioned guch varied ac- 
tivities demonstrations for the 
Army of studio methods for creating 
smoke and fog, cataloging and ap- 
portionment of studio fire-fighting 
apparatus, generators and dynamos 
for use in case of a major dis- 
aster; furnishing the Office of Stra- 
tegic Services with more than 250,- 


as 


000 feet of film from. studio li- 
braries revealing important infor- 
mation on various theatres of war 
and assembly of pertinent material 


by the research departments for use 
of Military Intelligence. 

Harmon was reelected as exec- 
utive vice-chairman of the WAC and 
reappointed industry coordinator. 
Barney aban, in proposing Har 


Ba! 


mon’s reapp said that ‘It 


yintment, 


uild the than tear down our 


from page 7 


division chairmen, Joseph Bernhard, 


and Joseph Seidelman. 





; Among those present at the meet- | chairman of the Appeal Board of 

Ing were Gus Eyssell, Fred Beetson, ithe American Arbitration  Assn., 
Claude Collins, Spyros Skouras, | , 

| Bill Rodgers, Max Cohen, Harry |S¢t up to decide cases of appeal 

Sam FE. Morris, Barney | brought by exhibitors under the 

| Balaban, Ed Kuykendall, N. Peter | arbitrating provisions of the consent 


| Rathvon, Osear Doob, Adolph Zukor, 


projection machines are not Iman Robbins and Arthur 


| Vision of WAC for 1943, chairmaned 
| by 





;a military mission 
ith 52 additional sub- | 


ek. an- | fective with the Decemb 


nounced that the Government would | 








cambicthas’ Vv 





‘Good Fellow’ Kellaway 


Hollywood, Dec. 8, 
Title role in ‘The Good Fellow,’ 
a Walter MacEwen production at 
Paramount, goes to Cecil Kellaway. 





Stresses 


coordinator’s office, for to the ex- 
tent that we work through Mr. Har- 





mon, instead of going around him,| Picture will be based on an old 
we serve the best interests of our | stage piece by George S. Kaufman 
industry. Every time an industry|}and Herman J. Mankiewicz, with 
leader from New York or Holly-|script by Hugh Wedlock and How- 
wood, or anywhere else, goes to|ard Snyder, formerly of radio. 
Washington ‘on his own’ without 

prior clearance with the industry 


coordinator on matters involving a 
war activity, we are adding to the 
confusion and inviting difficulty for 
the entire industry.’ 

Resolution of thanks was also 
adopted to the four retiring WAC 


Late Judge Veeder Sat 
On Pix Arbitrations 


Former Federal Judge Van Vech- 
ten Veeder, who died Friday (4) 
in New York at the age of 75, was 


William Scully, Monroe Greenthal 








° decree. The other members of th 
| Jack Cohn, Nick Schenck, Bob Wil- wwe ” ene 
|by, Walter Vincent, John J. O’Con- board, both of them prominent at- 

nor Phil Reisman, Robert J, | torneys, are Albert W. Putnam and 
Jonas Rosenfield, Jr.,;George W. Alger. Last-mentioned 
|Frank J. Harris, Nate Yamins, Her- | was active in the RKO receivership 


Mayer, reorganization. 

Final film arbitration decision in 
which Judge Veeder figured was 
handed down by the Appeal Board 
on Thursday (3), one relating to 
clearance in Philadelphia. 


An expert on maritime law and 
the laws of slander and libel, Judge 
Veeder was a member of the at- 
torney firm of Burlingham, Veeder, 
Masten & Fearey. He was also a 
member of the Harvard research 
group on international law. 





WAC’s Press Setup 


The national Public Relations Di- 





Oscar A. Doob, will include 
Maurice Bergman, Mort Blumen- 
stock, Harry Brandt, George Brown, 
Edward Churchill, Walter Compton, 
Howard Dietz, S. Charles Einfeld, 
Ernest Emerling, Alex Evelove, Rob- 


| slight 
| And in Hollywood it was the worst. 
| But even at that it was not too bad. 





Loses Clearance Plea 
Efforts of the operators 


ert Gillham, Harry Goldberg, Wil- 
liam Hebert, Hal Horne, Charles 
Reed Jones, John Joseph, Lawrence 


H. Lipskin, David Lipton, Howie!clearance granted 6ver it to the | 
Mayer, Alec Moss, James Sauter,|Benn there, one of the Warner | 
Silas F. Seadler, Howard Strickling, | houses, have failed. The Appeal 
Terry Turner, Vincent Trotta, Dayid | Board of the American Arbitration 
weshner. Association, to which the case was 

Barrett McCormick, chairman of | taken, ruled the seven days clear- | 


the East Coast Public Relations Com- 
mittee, and Perry Leiber, chairman 
of the West Coast Public Relations 
Committee, are members, ex-officio, 
as are the 31 Exchange Area pub- 


is not unreasonable due to difference 
in investment involved, seating ca- 
pacity and admission prices. 


Ambassador, an independent 











licity chairmen previously an-| house, wanted the clearance cut to 
nounced. one day. 
» * 
nside Stull—Frictures 
Few people know that Col. W. Mason Wright, former coordinator be- 


tween the Army and the film industry, was once a trouper in vaudeville. 
About 25 years ago Col. Wright and Roy Gordon appeared on the stage 
in support of Marie Dressler in a sketch written by Philander Johnson 
and Alfred Hopkins, Washington newspaper reporters. The sketch was 
called ‘For Country,’ and played two weeks, one at the Palace in Chicago 
and another at the Palace in New York. It was a patriotic theme but 
the bookers decided it was too far ahead of its time to be presented to 
the American publie. Col. Wright is now on his way to the Far 


Afte 
feller 


publishing 
Center 


monthly 
tabloid 


without interruption for eight .years, Rocke- 
magazine annotinced it is ceasing publication, ef- | 
sr edition. With the U. S. at war, it was explained 
a survey of various activities which Rockefeller. Center, Inc., | 
, it was found that the mag could hardly be considered | 
in these streamlined days. 

Pointed out in connection with decision to cease publication that there 
were less than 10,000 tenants when the magazine was launched and only 
six buildings completed, that now 26,000 have their business homes in 
in 14 buildings. 


that, after 


anantyenale AY enny \y 
conirois G¥ sponsors 


A film producer on the Coast, who was classified as 3-A, decided to visit 
| his local board and see about his standing or possibly a reclassification, 
since he renders support to relatives, When he got to the board he dis- 
covered they had him marked as dead, having gotten him confused with 
another draftee possessing a similar name. 

Though he may never have heard from 





the board, when they learned 


the producer was alive, they immediately paid no attention to support et 
relatives and reclassified him I-A; siricé his futher receives independent 
income 

Last diplomatic objection to the Warners picture, ‘Casablanca,’ was 


broke off its diplomatic relations with the United 
States. Up to that time there was international difficulty over the char- 
acter played by Claude Rains, a no-good French Government official in 
the North African colonial city where the play is backgrounded. Now | 
that Vichy, France, has been taken over by the Nazis, the picture is in 
general release without fear of diplomatic complications, 

The third and concluding installment of Liberty magazine’s story of | 
Harry M. Warner, also plugs publicist S. Charles Einfeld in the Dec. 12 | 
issue, Author Frederick Van Ryn says that Warners (having put an end | 
to junkets for the duration) now spends money, not only on creating legiti- 
mate news but on making shorts that popularize the Atlantic Charter, the | 
deeds of American heroes, technique of flying, ete. | 


removed when Vichy 











A man asked to give within three years the average age of all motion 


picture actresses, on the CBS show, ‘Thanks for the Yanks,’ replied ‘26.’ 
When he learned he was wrong, the quizee said he probably had made 
an estimate ‘too high.’ Quizmaster Bob Hawks countered that the guess 


vas too low by eight years. Hawks added, ‘34 is a nice age for a woman 


when she is 40.’ 





d 


Theatrical attorney Louis Nizer’s ‘The Right to Fight’ speech was rea 
into the Congressional Record by Andrew L. Somers. It’s an address 
which Nizer made last Sept. 29 at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., on the occa- 


rtant that all of us| Si —s of the Jewish Army dinner tendered to Robert Rey Nathan, head of 


1e nnineg B rd rT \e WPB 





| that only 


ance in effect for more than 10 years | ene 
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Rationing Hits Coast Theatres But 
Grosses Still Higher Than Last Year 





Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 


Gas—or the shortage of it——has 
taken some of the steam out of 
Coast film grosses, particularly in 
Hollywood—but compared to last 
year theatres are still generally 
ahead. 

Comparisons between first week 


of gas rationing with same period 
last year reveal that theatres are 
still better off this year. Currently 
area has been enjoying peak busi- 
ness, improvement having been 
growing over past year to recent 
high levels. 

Slump was felt in Hollywood im- 
mediately, trade dropping off notice- 
ably on first day of rationing. How- 
ever, drop was not such that losses 
staggered anyone, excepting the- 
atres with extremely light attrac- 
tions. Those with strong pictures 
took it gracefully though feeling 
decrease from normal trade. 


grosses approximating last year’s 
figures, and, in some Cases, 
ing those of last year. 

Fox-West Coast’s 
suffered only slight drops. None was 
worse off than last year and some 
continued even better. Two Para- 
mounts were well over last year. 
Orpheum improved. Two Warner 
houses, now augmented by another, 
the Wiltern, stayed within last 
year’s figures. Pantages and Hill- 
street were off but mainly due to 


of the | Weak marquee. Hawaii's take shaped 
i i i | favor mparison. 
Ambassador, Philadelphia, to reduce ier able on comparis 


Some of drop may be due to tradi- 
tional pre-Xmas slump. However, on 
other hand, with downtown houses 
doing well currently, it’s thought 
slight adverse affect there 
may be due to shopping crowds. 
rationing happened at any other 
than Xmas, downtown, too, 








| over for the indies. 


exceed- 
| 


| 
six deluxers | 





If | 
| $529,379 compared with $455,582 the 
|previous year-end. 


may have been hit. In all, managers 
figure it six of one and half dozen 
of another, and are awaiting ciose 
of this week when stocked tanks 
empty out and the new norm must 
really start. 


Neighborhoods, which had hoped to 
cash in on the situation, are finding 
themselves in reverse. Instead of im- 
proving they are worse off than 
ever. Crying loudly for past six 
months, they hoped for some firsi- 
run trade with stay-at-homes. Past 
week has caused them to take quiek 
breath for many are as much as 
50° off what had been previous 
poor. Downtown subsequents are 
off, too, and Independent Theatre 
Owners of Southern California re- 
ports that unofficial cross-section 
check shows situation is same all 
Like all the 


rest, ITO doesn't know the answer— 
yet. 
Loew’s, Ltd., $171,537 Net 





Montreal, Dec. 8 

Net profit of Loew’s Theatres, Ltd. 
was $171,537, before taxes for the 
fiscal year ended Aug. 31, the come 
pany reported Friday (4). This com- 
pares with $163,441 the previous year. 
Taxes were $71,851 as against $69,- 
206, so net for the period, after all 


charges, was $99,686 compared with 
$94,235. After credit of $5,561 for 


previous year’s income taxes, pay- 
ment of 10% on the 7% preferred, 
earned surplus account was increased 
from $754,384 to $790,972. The pre- 
vious year payment of 14% was made 
on the preferred. 

Working capital 


was reported at 
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3rd WEEK 
Errol FLYNN @ Alexis SMITH 
In Warner Bros. Hit 
“GENTLEMAN JIM” 
In Person 
GLEN GRAY 
And His Casa Loma Orch. 


Kenny Sargent ° Pen Wee Hunt 


DEAN ML  RPHY 


B’way at 47th St. STRAND 





38RD WEEK 
Humphrey Ingrid Paul 


Bogart * Bergman ® Henreid 


In Warner Bros, Hit 


“CASABLANCA” 


A Hal B. Wallis Produciion 
Directed by Michael Curtiz 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


Continuous @ B’way & Bist &t. 




















JUDY GARLAND 
“FOR ME AND MY GAL” 


An MGM Picture 
B' way Popular Prices 
ASTOR & 45th Continuous Perf. 
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Roughhouse Romance Set 
Music! . .« 


Lucille 
* BALL 


“7 DAYS LEAVE” 


CAPITO 


Victor 
MATURE 


Sist's i 











TIMES. 
$auaet 





hes - PARAMOUNT 
B'WAY & 


‘PALACE... 


JACK BENNY @ ANN SHERIDAN 


“GEORGE WASHINGTON 


SLEPT HERE” 
“Wings” And The Woman” 


Anna NEAGLE o Rebert NEWTON 





26th Week! | 


MICHAEL. TODD’S 


STAR and GARTER 


Staged by HASSARD SHORT 


, GYPSY ROSE 
LEE 


BOBBY 
CLARK ~ 


PROPESSOR LAMBERT 
+ 


45th St 


Bway 


MUSIC BOX WwW. of 
-hWeotirees: Frorsday: ond -Seturday 











BADIO 
cITY 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


"YOU WERE NEVER 
LOVELIER" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 














LOEW’S Starts Thur., Dec. 10 
STATE ':.” “PLYING 
Last Times Wed. TIGERS 
Diana John Anna 
BARRYMORE WAYNE LEE 
dacay John CARROLL 
ONIGHTMARE” In Perso 
In Pe 
Dick oaere - Ont. CROSS & DUNN 
Extra!—AL BERNIE MINEVITCH'S 
FRANCES FAYE Harmonica Rascals 














“The Perfect ae Show."’—Mautie, News 
PLUS 


50c $1 & $1. 5O tax 


Sat. Nights @nly 50¢. to $2.50 Pius Tax 
Sonja Henie & Arthur M. Wirtz pr nt 


A MUSICAL ICETBAVAGANZA 


STARS ON ICE 


CENTER THEATRE, Rocketetier Center 


co 74 
America’s Ouly of Theatre 
Evgs.. incl. Sun. 8:40 No Monday Perf. 
Matinees: Wed. and Sat. at 2:40. Sun. at 8 
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AFRA ‘Severely Reprimands’ Bacher 
On Singer's Charge Gov't Show 


Director Nixed 5-Min. Rest Period 


+ 


Bill Bacher, director of the Treas- 
ury Department's ‘Over Here’ pro- 
gram on the Blue network, was 
given a ‘severe reprimand’ last week 
by the American Federation of Ra- 
dio Artists. Citing Bacher for al- 
leged violation of a singer’s rights 
under the union’s network code, 
AFRA wrote a letter to the direc- 
tor notifying him of its ‘reprimand’ 
and threatening ‘severe action’ in 
case of repetition of such an inci- 
dent. 

Situation occurred during rehear- 
gals for the initial ‘Over Here’ broad- 
cast Nov. 28. According to AFRA, 
the singer, a member of a choral 
group, asked David Broekman, mu- 
sical conductor of the show, for a 
five-minute rest interval after the re- 
hearsal had been in progress two 
hours. Under the AFRA code, a 
five-minute break is compulsory 
after every hour of rehearsal. 

Bacher is asserted to have over- 
heard the singer’s request to Broek- 
man. and to have refused to permit 


an intermission at that point. There 
was an argument and, when the 


singer declared he intended taking 
the matter up with AFRA, Bacher 
expressed a_ similar intention and 
added that he would never permit 
the singer to work on another of his 


shows. The singer then left the stu- 
Gio. 
The New York local board of 


AFRA held a hearing on the charges 
last Thursday (3), with Bacher and 
the singer each presenting his case 
and offering supporting witnesses. 
Bacher’s witnesses included William 
Murray. producer of the program for 
the William Morris agency; Broek- 


man. the musicians’ union delegate 
and six members of the orchestra. 
The AFRA board conceded there 
were extenuating circumstances in 


Bacher's favor, but ruled that the di- 
rector had been guilty of a ‘definite’ 
violation of the regulations, had de- 
prived the singer of his rights and 


had acted against the interests of | 
AFRA. 
Because it was a first offense, 


Bacher was given only ‘severe repri- 
mand,’ but AFRA officials subse- 
quently indicated that in case of a 
future incident of the sort the guilty 
director might be placed on the 


. AFRA ‘unfair’ list, as permitted un- 


der the union’s agreements with the 
networks and agencies. Unofficial 
accusations against certain other di- 
rectors and producers have come to 
AFRA’s attention from time to time 
and, if made the of official 
charges, 
the union executives assert 

The singer who made the accusations 
against Bacher indicated he has no 
desire for further work on the ‘Over 
Here’ program, but AFRA has served 
notice tat the other members of 
the choral group are to have first 
chance at any of such future as- 
signments on the series. 

Entire incident is the first of its 
kind to occur since the AFRA code 
became effective. However, there 
have been other performer-director 


basis 


-» disputes, in some cases involving ac- 


tual fistfights, which threatened to 


i charges being lodged with 


Besides 


directing ‘Over Here’ 
Rachear al: n har +e 4h - —_ , 
: € AS maniGies wie Camel 
Caravan’ series Friday nights on 


CBS, for the Esty agency, and has 
for some months been directing a 
recorded series for the Treasury. 








Colwell to Help Trim 
Kraft M. H. to 30 Mins. 


Bob Colwell, J. Walter Thompson 
v.p., left for the Coast Thursday (3) 
to confer with the agency’s Holly- 
wood office on the format of the 
Kraft Music Hall as a half-hour pro- 
gram. The changeover from a 60- 
minute lap takes effect at the end 
of this month. 

Colwell’s mission 





will keep him 
there about two weeks, 
Overall in Navy 


Jack Overall, Mutual salesman in 
N. Y., was commissioned a lieuten- 
ant in the Navy and reported for 
service Monday (7). He will not be 
replaced. 

Formerly with NBC, Overall was 
the first salesman for Mutual. 


will be dealt with severely, | 








Benny By Remote 


When Jack Benny goes abroad 
to entertain American troops, as 
is now quite probable, General 
Foods, his sponsor, may arrange 
to bring him into his regular 
Sunday night spot on NBC for a 
five-minute routine by short- 
wave. 

The pinchhitting program on 
this side would, of course, figure 
on filler material in the event at- 
mospheric conditions prevented 
an acceptable pickup. 


McClintock Holds. 
Of as Ist MBS 
Prez Till Jan. 4 








Miller McClintock won't take up 
the reins as the first paid president 
of Mutual until Jan. 4. He was 
originally slated to report on the 
job Dec. 15. 

The postponement is due, in part, 
to the fact that he won't complete 
the installation of a successor as 
executive director of the Advertis- 
ing Council for another two weeks, 
and also to his desire to take a va- 
cation. 


AD COUNCIL FORMS 
RADIO SUB-COMMITTEE 





The Advertising Council has com- 
pleted the formation of a subcom- 
mittee comprised of advertising of- 


ficials of major firms active in 
radio. The new group consists of 
Charles G. Mortimer, Jr., of Gen- 


eral Foods, chairman; Robert Brown, 
of Bristol-Meyers; William A. Hart, 
of E. I. DuPont Nemours, and Wil- 


liam Ramsey, of Procter’ and 
Gambie. 

The foursome will work with the 
ad agency advisory committee on 


the Council and in cooperation with 
the Office of War Information. As 
is the prevailing policy with other 
contingents on the council, the mem- 


bers of the advertiser group will 
act as individuals and not as rep- 
resentatives of their 


respective 
companies = 





Akron— Mary Jean Schultz, for 
more than a year with WJW, con- 
ducting women’s programs, will be- 
come director of women’s activities 
at WKBN, Youngstown, her home 
town. 


Leslie Harris With CBS 


production staff of WQAM, Columbia 
outlet in Miami, has joined the net- 
work's production department in 
New York, as an assistant director. 

He was formerly ‘Variety’ cor- 
respondent in Miami. 





BOOK PUBS SIGN 





Council on Books in Wartime, 
trade association of the book indus- 
try to correlate its war activities, is 
expanding its radio coverage. Cur- 
rently it has Bennett Cerf doing 
‘Bocks Are Bullets’ on WQXR. 

Starting the first week in January, 
Council starts ‘Books and the War’ 
on WMCA. Show will be a weekly 
quarter-hour with Kenneth McCor- 
mick, literary lecturer, as moderator, 
and the author and publisher of a 
war-angled book as guest for each 
program. 

Pencilled-in are Dorothy Thomp- 
son, ‘Listen Hans’; William L. White, 
\‘They Are Expendable’; Stefan 
|Heym, ‘Hostages’, and Harold Den- 
iny, ‘Behind the Lines.’ 


WNYC’s OK to Stretch 
To 10 P.M. Revives Beef 
From WCCO in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 8. 

WCCO, CBS station here, is ob- 
jecting to the federal communica- 
tions system’s order’ permitting 
WNYC, New York municipal radio 
station, to extend its broadcasting 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., but to no 
|avail. Both stations are on the same 
| wave length and a fight between 
{them over air time has been going 
on for two years, with WNYC pre- 
viously forced to go off the air at 
sundown, Minneapolis time. Last 
October the commission denied 
WNYC permission to broadcast ‘in a 

















manner that might interfere with 
WCCO.’ 

Following WNYC’s appeal, the 
present order was issued. It con- 


tains a proviso, however, that a di- 
rectional antenna must be used and 
WCCO, consequently, is hopeful that 
its service may not be affected. 
Also, it’s pointed out, it likely will 
get critical materials for 
tion of the antenna. 





Oldham in Navy 
Cincinnati, Dec. 8. 

William H. Ofdham left the Cros- 
ley staff this week to report for ac- 
tive duty in the Naval Reserve as 
an ensign. 

He joined WLW-WSAI more than 
three years ago as advertising pro- 
motion manager, and of late has 
been director of food relations. 











Boston Symphony orchestra, which 
has been off the air for five years, 
returns Dec. 26 with an exclusive 
series over the Blue network. Sched- 
ule calls for concerts 8:15-9:15 p. m., 
Saturdays, with Serge Koussevitzky 
doing most of the conducting. Deal 
is a two-way exclusive, tying the or- 
chestra to broadcasts only on the 
Blue, and the network to air no other 
symphony group. Understood the 








Blue is getting the orchestra at a 


comparatively low price, but that the | 


orchestra would get a share of any 


sponsorship deal worked out. The 
;}Blue is reported to have several 
sponsors interested in the series, 





which would be the only name sym- 
phony carried on a commercial net- 
work basis. 

Addition of the Boston Symph 
gives the Blue an impressive musical 
lineup. Network already carries the 
Metropolitan Opera performances 
Saturday afternoons for Texaco, the 
‘Metropolitan Auditions of ‘the Air’ 


program Sunday evenings for Sher-| 


Now That it’s Signed With AFM, Boston 
Symph Returning to Air After 5 Years 


win Williams and, in 
classification, the 
series six nights a week for Coca- 
Cola. It also has the customary as- 
sortment of musical sustainers. 


the popular 


46 broadcasts a year, including the 
regular concerts from Symphony 
Hall, Boston, the ‘Pops’ concerts un- 
der Arthur Fiedler in the early sum- 
mer and the outdoor programs from 
the Charles River Esplanade. It’s 
also hoped to air the orchestra’s con- 
certs at the Berkshire Symphonic 
festival at Stockbridge, Mass., with 
| Koussevitzky. 

Return of the Boston Symphony to 
ithe air follows its signing of a con- 
|tract with the American Federation 
|\of Musicians. Orchestra had been 





‘Spotlight Bands’ | 


In N. Y. as Asst. Director 


Leslie T. Harris, formerly with the 


FOR MORE AIR 


_——_—— 


Beatty, St. John Switch D. C., London 
Posts in NBC's News Staff Shuffle 





Guesters for Riggs 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 








Young & Rubicam agency is prop- 
ping up the Tommy Riggs (Swan 


|soap) program with guest stars now 


been optioned for another quarter. 


| shot Dec. 11. 


Blue Gets Two 


Tests on Daytime 








completed for the Blue Network a 
survey on daytime program pref- 
erences in two test markets and the 
study will likely be put On a na- 
tionwide basis after Edgar Kobak, 
the Blue’s v.p. and general man- 
ager, has returned from his current 
visit to the west Coast. Kobak took 
along with him a report on the test’s 
findings. 


One of the towns surveyed was 


Birmingham, Ala. The job was 
overseered by Samuel E. Gill, 
L&T’s director of research. 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


|forward to 


take WNYC six months or longer to | 
construc- | 


|\has joined the Mutual network. Ed- 
i 


| Thursday 





ABBOTT-COSTELLO STAY 
UP LATE AFTER JAN. 27 


Abbott 
take over 


& Costello (Camel) will 
the Thursday, 10-10:30 
p.m. niche on NBC Jan. 27. The 
comics now occupy NBC’s Thurs- 
day 7:30-8 p.m. arc. 

The switch is made possible by 


| the reshuffle of National Dairy Co.’s 


time commitments on the same web 
nights, with Kraft Music 
Hall going to a half hour and the 
Sealtest-Rudy Vallee show moving 
9:30 p.m. 


Mutual Gains Four 


Affiliates This Month’ 


Station WLAG, La Grange, Ga., 


that all hands on the show have 


Roy Rogers gallops in for the first 


Program Tastes 


The Lord & Thomas agency has 


vv 


Morgan Beatty, NBC’s Washing- 
ton military analyst, hds been as- 
signed to network’s London office, 
and Robert St. John, formerly of 
the London staff and now in New 
York, will take over Beatty's post. 
The moves are part of a general re- 
shuffle of NBC’s news staff as de- 
vised by William F. Brooks, director 
of news and special events. Richard 
Harkness, formerly UP and Phila- 
delphia Inquirer, also goes to Wash- 
ington for NBC, and Carey Long- 
mire, WEAF, N. Y., is being trans- 
ferred to the same town from New 
York. 

Other staff moves involve: 

Alex Dreier, returns to Chicago, 
following service in Berlin, London 
and the States, to resume his daily 
broadcasts for Skelly Oli. 

Edward Wallace, from NBC news 
editor in New York to Sydney, as 
chief reporter in the South Pacific 
area. 

Elmer 


W. Peterson, succeeds on 
the London staff, John MacVane, 
who is now attached to General 


Eisenhower's headquarters in North 
Africa. Peterson spent 10 years for 
the Associated Press in Europe and 
the Far East. 





Jessel-Haley Get Two 
More Rounds on Allen 
Show for Stage ‘Feud’ 


Fred Allen’ will climax his 
Georgie Jessel-Jack Haley guest se- 
quence with the appearance of the 
two latter comics on his Texaco pro- 
gram of Dec. 20. The series of three 
guest dates represents the first 
needling contest of this type in net- 
work radio, but actually it’s a fol- 
lowup of the Jessel-Haley stage rou- 
tine. 

On last Sunday’s (6) Texaco 
broadcast, Jessel took a few verbal 
jabs at his confrere in ‘Show Time.’ 


Broadway vaudeville show, and 
Haley is slated to pay off Jessel in 
kind when the former does his 
guesting for Allen this weekend 
(13). Allen himself, the following 
Sunday (20), will double from 


steamer-upper to referee, Jessel also 
ribbed Eddie Cantor on Sunday and 
got a nice wire from the comedian 
on the Coast. 

Jessel has been set by Sol Lesser, 
United Artists producer, to do a 
couple scenes for ‘Stage Door Can- 
teen,’ which he'll also author. 


BLUE SEES POLKAS AS 





i win Mullinax is general manager oi 
the outlet. 
WAAB, Worcesier, Mass., former- | 
ly located in Boston, starts opera- 


| 
| 


The Boston Symph series calls for | 


| 


| tion Sunday (13) from its new site as 


| 
| 


| 
| 


la Mutual and Yankee network af- 
| filiate. 

| Mrs Dorothy Robinson, with a| 
| vast business and theatrical back- | 
; ground, has been appointed WAAB 
station supervisor and sales man- 
jager, to be assisted by Edward 


|Crockett and Margaret Schoeffer in 
|the business department. Mrs. Rob- 
|inson was a leading woman, playing 
| opposite to Lou Tellegen and Mel- 
| vyn Douglas in stock companies. 
| Fwelve years ago she joined WTAG 


as producer of radio plays, later en- 


| tering the business department as 
local commercial manager 
Two other Mutual affiliates, 


| WSAP, Portsmouth, Va., and WCNC, 
Elizabeth City, N. C., start opera- 
tion next Tuesday (15) having been 
|delayed by construction  difficul- 
ties. 


WJW Moving to Cleveland 
And Blue Net Affiliation 


Akron, Dec. 8. 


rather than three when 


WW, 








ANTIDOTE FOR SWING 


Henri Renee, accordionist-leader 
of various bands which recorded for 
Standard (Victor's foreign label) be- 
gan a series of programs on the Blue 
network yesterday afternoon (Tues.). 
Originating from WJZ, N. Y. Renee 
airs regionally each Tuesday after- 
noon 3:45-4 p.m., and on the network 
Thursdays at the same hour. He’s 
leading a WJZ studio orchestra. 

Blue. gave the musician the spet 
because it believes the type of music 
he recorded for Victor (polkas, etc.) 
has a large following outside metro- 
politan centers, which will contrast 
with ihe heavy sctredule of American 


| dance bands radio now carries. 


Directors’ Meeting 


Radio 
regular 


Directors Guild 
membership 


holds its 
meeting Mon- 


| day night (14) at its quarters in the 


; the organization’s 


discussed, 


; : ‘ | election of new »mbers 
Akron will have two radio stations | f new members. 


local | 


Mutual outlet, completes the trans- | 


fer of its studios to Cleveland under 


| authority granted by Federal Com- 


munications 


|barred from the air because of its | 


|failure to sign a contract with the 
| union. 





| 
| 
lit for ‘Her First Murder,’ although 


rected 


Marion Gering claims staging cred- | 


|it was reported the play was redi- | 


Commission. 
5,000-watt transmitter, 
been-in process of construction and 
not yet used, will be moved to a new 


which has | 


Berkshire hotel, N. Y. Discussion of 
toward 
will be 


be an 


attitude 
programs 
ther will 


Government war 


and 


Council meeting will precede the 
regular membership confab, and 
there will also be an off-the-record 


| talk by a Naval officer recently re- 


WJW’s | 


| 
} 


turned from combat cuty. 


Welch Quits KSO-KRNT 


spot near State Route 94 and Walling Des 2.0.: Dec. 8. 
road in Cuyahoga county. | Wayne Welch, sal: promotion 
In Cleveland, WJW, owned by} and merchandising manager of sta- 
William O'Neil, Jr., son of the head| tions KSO-KRNT. resigned last 
of the General Tire and Rubber Co., | week to become asscoc'aicd with the 
will be an outlet for the Blue net-| Meneough Advertising ecency here, 
work, until recently serviced by | in the capacity of account executive 
WHK-WCLE i Welch joined KSO in 1935. 
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STARS MUST SHINE ON Al 





Thompson Agency Centralizes 
Time-Buying Within Media Dept. 
To Better Service Its Clients 


+ 
vv 


oo 








The J. Walter Thompson agency 
has reorganized its time-buying cet- 
up to the extent of making it an in- 
tegral part of the media department. 
Time-buying at Thompson since 1929 
has functioned independently of the 
space-buying department and had 
been part of the radio department. 
Under the new method of operation, 
Linnea Nelson, head time-buyer will 
come under the direct authority of 
Arno Johnson, who has just been 
named director of media as well as 
research. Miss Nelson had pre- 
viously reported to John U. Reber, 
v.p. in charge of the radio depart- 
ment. 

The question of centralizing all 
media had been under consideration 
by Thompson officials for some time. 
There had been a growing opinion 
within the agency that the client’s 
interests would best be served if 
the radio phase of the account were 
dovetailed with the account’s other 
media operations, and the latter 
placed in a position where they could 
profit from the wealth of merchan- 
dising angles and viewpoints gained 
in the use of the newest medium, 
radio. 

Some agency men are of the} 


opinion that such centralization will | 
be the accepted mode within the| day ‘shows: 


next few years. 


Shirley Booth, Gardner 
And Stu Erwin Will 





Guest for Kate Smith 


'as Quiz Kids, 
| Philharmonic, 
Cleveland Symphony and other cul- 
tural broadcasts. 

Council held round table meeting 


Ed Gardner and Shirley Booth, 
leads on the ‘Duffy’s Tavern’ pro- 
gram on the Blue network Tuesday 


nights for Bristol-Myers, will guest | 
Friday night (11) on the Kate Smith | 


show on CBS for General Foods. 
However, they will not work to- 


spot and Miss Booth will read a 


monolog condensation of ‘The Waltz.’ | 


a Dorothy Parker sketch. Miss 
Booth plays the lead in the original 
company of ‘My Sister Eiléen,’ at the 
Ritz theatre, N. Y. 

Stuart Erwin will be the guest on 
the Kate Smith program Dec. 18, 
playing the lead in ‘The Sound of 
Your Voice,’ an original fantasy by 
Robert Presnell. For the Dec. 25 
broadcast of the series, Charles Taze- 
well’s ‘The Small One’ will be read 
by Miss Smith and Ted Collins. It's 
a Christmas annual for the program. 
Miss Smith and Collins will play the 
leads in ‘Master Map of America,’ an 
original by Paul Woodbridge, for the 
dramatic spot on the Jan. 1 broad- 
cast. 

The series is directed by Harry 
Ackerman for the Young & Rubicam 
agency 


MARJORIE SPRIGGS NEW 
TREASURY RADIO HEAD 


Marjorie L. Spriggs now heads the 
radio section of the Treasury De- 
partment’s War savings Staff, re- 
placing Charles J Gilchrest, who re- 
signed to take a lieutenancy in the | 
Navy. She had been the section's 
chief cf women's and children’s pro- | 
grams. 

Miss Spriggs was formerly pub- 


licity director of WBZ-WBZA, vad 


ton. 


On ‘Cavalcade’ Production : 








Norris Houghton joined the usta! 
staff of B.B.D. & O. Monday (7) as | 


program coordinator of the ‘Caval- 
cade of America’ series. 

He had been a member of the legit 
production staff of USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., and before that was 
director of dramatics at Princeton. 





Good Enough 


Buffalo, Dec. 8. 
Early this month WEBR pur- 
chased an organ, but it hasn't 
been heard on the air yet. 
Reason: Station has never had 











Perhaps Symph 
Isn't the Right 
Thing for Kids 


Cleveland, Dec. 8. 
A list of approved juvenile pro- 
grams, drawn up by the evaluation 
committee of the Radio Council of 
Greater Cleveland, 





reonenmends no programs for chil- 
the five week 
‘lis sts the following Satur- 





‘Little Bite 
‘Pan- Ameri ican Holiday’ 
Sunday listings 








Uncle Henry's Dog Club. 

Radio Council, 
several adult programs, failed to ex- 
plain why it disregarded such shows 
‘Band Wagon,’ 


Higbee Lounge 
ry representatives 
gether. Gardner will do a comedy | were Ralph 
‘s. Dorothy Lewis, tra 
eling representative of the National 
of Broadcasters. 


WALTER CASSELL TAKING 
PARKER’S SQUIBB SHOW 


Walter Cassell, Metropolitan Opera 
i Frank Parker on 
ithe Squibb program, starting Monday 
He and Parker will both par- | 
ticipate in the latter’s finale of the 
series Friday 
nate at the Merchant Marine base at 
| Sheepshead Bay, N. Y., where Parker 
‘will report fer duty Monday. 





i been doing guest appearances on va- 
s com agen programs, 
} §) on the An-| 
+ for Coca-Cola. 
lue the present 
and semi-pop songs on the 


er, Cornell & New- 
> and Jack Lewis wri 


Clear oe Service 
Director Due for Army 


director of the Clear 
Service, will 


bins Broadcasti ng 
| soon go int 0 the Army. 


lear channel sta- 


had been special 


AGCYS. SEE NO 
JAN. | DROUGHT 


Figure Film Names Will 
Maintain at Least Occa-' 
sional Radio Contact, Even. 


If Gratis Because of 25G 
Income Ceiling — Some 
Cuffo Appearances Al- 
ready 


NEW FACES THREAT 





The radio heads of several major 
advertising agencies harbor the be- 
lief that network commercial pro- 
grams won't, after Jan. 1, suffer 
anywhere near the drought in film 
name talent as is now generally an- 
ticipated. Agency officials feel that 
there will be quite a number of top 
Hollywoodites who will be inclined 
to maintain at intervals a radio con- 
tact with their fans, even if it means 
working without conpensation. Sev- 
eral such non-salary cases, accord- 
ing to the agency men, have already 


‘oecurred, and they are confident 


that many other established screen 
stars will go on allying themselves 
with network commercials, particu- 
larly if the program's prestige and 
listening rating strikes them as 
right. 

The agency execs admit that the | 














‘Now That McNutt 


Is Manpower 


Czar, WMC's Radio Dept. May 
Be Tops of All Govt. Bureaus 





Premieres 


(Dec, 9-19) 





Dec, 17 
‘Audition Preview, audition- 
tryout of legit scripts, with 
Fritz Blocki directing; 3-4:30 
p.m., Thursdays, WJZ-Blue; 
sustaining. 








‘Cavalcade’ Buys 


Agency Package 
With Produce 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
First complete program packaged 
by a talent agency on the Coast has | 
been bought by Batten, Barton, Dur- 





stine & Osborn for DuPont's ‘Caval- | 


cade of America.’ In the wrap-up 
are Hector Chevigny’s script, ‘The 
{Man Who Wouldn’t Be President,’ 
Edward Arnold as star and Z. Wayne 
| Griffin, radio head of the Berg and 


no-pay instances to date have ap- | Allenberg ¢ agency, as producer. Grif- 
plied only to stars who had already \fin produced several ‘Cavalcade’ 
committed their services for a broad- | |broadeasts here when he was with 
cast, and found later on that their | pRDs&o. 


earnings for the current year would 


| exceed those for like period of 1941. 


|effect last month made this stop or- 


B&A agency will continue to wrap 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
With Paul V. McNutt emerging as 


| head of the nation’s entire manpower 


setup last week, the War Manpower 
Commission radio department, un- 
der Laurence Hammond, director, 
| will probably be drastically expand- 
ied as planned for the last several 
months. It will likely become the 
prem radio department of any 
Government bureau. Number of 
writers, directors and researchers 
will be added to the staff. Budget 
for the enlarged setup will be al- 
lotted this week by the Office of 
War Information. 

War Manpower radio department 
has thus far been using two different 
;methods of getting its messages 
across. One is through its own pro- 
erams, ‘The Show of Yesterday and 
Today,’ Sunday afternoons and 
‘What’s Your War Job?’ Wednesday 
| nights, both on the Blue network. It 
has also spotted messages and guests 
on various network commercials. 
Current theme of the agency is that 
| local communities should work out 
| their own manpower problems on 
the local front. 

New project of the Manpower 
| Commission involves recorded shows 
by name commentators, for broadcast 
ion local stations throughout the 
country. Kate Smith, Gabriel Heat- 
ter, Edwin C. Hill and Lowell 
Thomas are among those already 
making, recordings urging women not 
normally employed to take jobs in 
war plants. 











up other shows with talent drawn | 
The salary ceiling which went into | from its list. A second ie for Du- 


| Pont, involving’ Alan Ladd, is now in 


der effective as of Oct. 3. The regu- | negotiation. 


lation limiting net income to ae 


000 takes effect Jan. 1. 

These agency impresarios contend | 
that regardless of the policies as- 
sumed by some studios toward radio, | 
the average film name will continue | 


to recognize the advantage of an 0C- | geq). 


casional air link 
If not, it will be okay with the 


*|} agencies. They will find new people | 


to take the place of current stars, 


ang when the newcomers reach a 
certain point in national prominence | 
the film studios will start bidding for | 


the latters’ service, with the result 
that those stars who elected to stay 
off the air will find themselves 
faced with competition from a con- 
tingent of fresh personalities. As the 
agency sees it, a fili. star, in order 
to mg@intain top popularity these 


days, must keep herself or himself | 
befcre a radio as well as a theatre | 


audience. 
Ceiling Still Problem 
There appears to be no general 


agreement among top-earning radio | 
artists as to the course to pursue! 


under the Government's $25.000 in- 


|}American Federation of Radio Artists | 
(Continued on pag se 4) 





Sponsor Auditions, 


Griffin is proceeding on the theory 


hat agency productive power has | 
weed hard hit by the draft and en- | 


llistments, and package programs par- 


| tially solve that problem, with pro- 


ducer and writer included in the 





CHI U FORUM MOVES SUN. 
SPOT FOR WEST. REVUE 


Chicago University has agreed to 
move its Sunday afternoon ‘Round 
Table’ program back a half hour to 
2 p.m. and Westinghouse will debut 
a musical program in NBC’s ‘Sabbath 
2:30-3 p.m. Jan. 10. 

The cast of the Vestinghouse ses- 
sion will comprise John Charles 


Thomas, Lyn Murray chorus, Mark 


Warnow orchestra and John Nesbitt 
|as m.c. 





James Clark, former WWJ and) 


W45D, Detroit, announcer. has com- 


Before being added to the Metro- |come ceiling. According to the pleted officers’ candidate training at |* 


|C amp Robinson, Ark. 


Collins, Off War Job’, 
Mav Do Own 15-Min. 


Manpower Program 


Ted Collins has withdrawn from 
the ‘What’s Your War Job?’ pro- 
gram Wednesday nights on the Blue 
for the War Manpowe: Commission, 
and will probably do his own week- 
ly 15-minute show on CBS for the 
same Government agency. He’s 
working on the new series with 
Raymond Rubicam and Laurence 
Hammond, of the WMC, and with 
CBS 

Reason Collins dropped off the 
program was difficulties in travel- 
ing from New York to the remote 
origination spots without interfering 


'with his daily participation with 
Kate Smith in her noon talk series 
on CBS for General Food: Under- 


stood he has made arrangements 
with the food firm and Young & 
| Rubicam, agency on the account, to 
|pipe him into the daily Smith show 
'from wherever he may be for the 
o1 riginations of his forthcoming se- 
ries for the Manpower agen: 

The new show, like the Cc ollins 
| spot on ‘What’s Your War Job?,’ will 


!consist of interviews with war plant 


Buys and Puts 


Show on Air All In One Day 


Grove, Laboratories, through the | 
Seeds agency, has bought three 15- | 


| rinute periods on WOR, New York, 


to plug its bromo-quinine and vita- 
min pills. The deal was set in virtu- 
ally record time. Musical show, 
‘Velody Lane,’ was auditioned Mon- 
day afternoon (30) of last week and 
went on the air that night as a 


is ;regular Monday, Wednesday night 


series. Other stanza, ‘Rumor Detec- 


| tive,’ started Sunday afternoon (6). 


Cast of ‘Melody Lane’ includes 


i Jerry Wayne, Pauline Alpert and 


Louise Wilcher, with Bruce Elliott, 


+1 


of the WOR staff, directing. ‘Rumor 


Detective’ is written and spieled by 
i 


| Troman Harper, with Joe Ripley as 


announcer. All three stanzas are 
heard locally only. 


lee Duffy With Marines 





_ As Combat Correspondert 





San Francisco, Dec. 8 


Jon Duffy, shortwave produce! 
and news announcer at KWID, San 
Francisco, left yesterday Cason ) 
to join the Marines as a combat war 


correspondent. He has been broad- 
casting to Australia and the Far East 
for the last five months. 

Before joining KWID, Duffy was 
assistant manager and program di- 
rector of WNOE, Mutual outlet in 
New Orleans, and previously was 


‘with WSMB, New Orleans, and 
| WCPO, Cincinnati 


| workers Meanwhile Hammond is 
bbing as remote inte WE 4 
i\‘What’s Your War Job?.’ with Milo 
Boulton and Woody Hermar or- 


chestra doing the portion originat- 
yin New York. 


Wanted: a March King 


Chicago. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Even with radio as an instantane- 
ous star maker there is no military 
|band or orchestra, after a year at 

var, to build a ‘name’ comparable 
to Sousa’s in the last war. 

How about airing the best, and 
polling for the winners? 

Horace Kinsey. 


Corning’s Xmas Plug 
Corning Glass Works is going on @ 
2-day campaign of transcribed an- 
nouncements to plug its Christmas 
tree ornaments. Starting date of the 
schedule is Dec. 13. 
i BBD. & O. is the agency. 
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Nazis’ Frequent Warnings Ys, ° 


Proves U.S. DX 


— + 


Washington, Dec. 8 

American shortwave broadcasts to 
Axis-occupied Europe and Asia are 
gettiag through and are being heard 
by the peoples there, Robert E. Sher- 
wood, director of overseas operations 
of the Office of War Information, 
made known Monday (7). 

Question most frequently asked 
about this country’s psychological 
warfare is whether there can be any | 
certainty that the people abroad are | 
hearing the news broadcasts. Play- 
wright propagandist points out that | 
no polls of opinion can be taken in | 
the enemy-occupied countries. 

‘We get the answer from our ene- 
mies themselves,’ Sherwood stated, 
‘from their increasing admonitions to 
their own people to stop believing | 
the lies that are told them by Ameri- | 
can and British and Russian and Chi- 
nese propagandists. Our enemies | 
wouldn’t be denying these ‘lies’ oa 
their peoples in ever-increasing num- 
bers had not heard or read them, 

Distribution of American news in 
Europe is being made possible by the 
greater access to the vast facilities of 
the British Broadcasting Co., accord- 
ing to Sherwood, ‘Several times each 
day the people of Europe can hear 
the voice of American rebroadcast by 
the powerful battery of BBC trans- 
mitters, long wave as well as short 
wave,’ he stated. 

Word is being gotten into occupied 
countries by other means, too. Sher- 
wood cited the ‘friendly and valuable 
cooperation with the Royal Air 
Force.” Within a month after Pearl 
Harbor, he said, the RAF was drop- 
ping millions of American leaflets 
which gave the text of President 
Roosevelt’s first wartime report on 
the state of the nation | 

This means of communication also 
was used simultaneously with Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s address to the 
French people, which was broadcast 
from more than 50 transmitters on 
both sides of the Atlantic to herald 
arrival of an American Expedition- 
ary Force in North Africa. 

Power of Words 

“Words can bolster the morale of 
our friends overseas, and thus in- 
crease their powers of resistance,’ 
Sherwood stated. ‘Words can dis- 
rupt the morale of our enemies, and 
thus decrease their powers of resis- 
ance. 

Most remarkable achievement in 
psychological warfare, according to 
Sherwood, was that of the British in 
1940-1941. Their confidence in meet- 
ing the enemy, the words they hurled 


into Europe, ‘confounded the all- 
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conquering Nazis and sowed in thei 


people the first seeds of doubt of 


their invincibility.’ 


‘Delivery of such great words to| 


gical warfare agenci of the Unit- 
ed Nations,’ the overseas operations 
director asserted. ‘We have 


sending the word over there by ra- 


their own and conquered peop! 


FORD OF MEXICO IS 
STILL BROADCASTING 


Vie X ( o 
Thous l t adn li) i I | 
that its business in Mexico ! 
Zone he Vay it has in the U : the 


Ford Motor Co. of Mexico nain- 
taining interest in 
a semi-weekly half-hour 
tion at local station XEQ of 
bum of Melodies.’ 

*s rendition of songs and music | 
by warbler Guss Moreno and _ his 
orchestra. 


Sales Mgr. Navy-Bound 


Rochester, N. Y.. Dec. 8 

LeMoine C. Wheeler, sales man- 
ager of WHEC, has enlisted in the 
Navy as a reserve lieutenant and is 
awaiting call to duty. During his 
absence his father, station v. p. Clar 
ence Wheeler, and general manager 
Gunnar Wiig will handle his chores. 

Ford Cowing, former WHEC an- 
mouncer now in the Army, is sta- 
tioned at induction centre here. 


ts traaqemark Dy 
presenta- 


‘The Al- 





dio, by pre ervices, by pamphlets, | 
leaflets, posters, movies and even by | 
word of mouth, which travels witl 

mysteriou speed and effectiven 
and penetrates the stoutest walls of 
censorship and suppression that the 
Nazis, the Fascists or the fanatical 
militarists of Tokyo can build about 






ae 













tive combing of every one of 3072 counties of 
the USA, can tell you how to reach the gentle- 
man in the picture, together with the family for 
whom he works—how to reach him more often, 
for less cost, than has ever been possible in 
human communication before. The nature of 


what you tell him is up to you to decide, up to 


‘ ‘ ‘ a 6 . 
CBS, by a painstaking, cautious, eonserva- 


him to judge—but there he is, and CBS knows 
concretely where he is, and how often he Hetens 
—and from that you will get helpful guidanee. 
The sooner you translate whatever ¢laim you 
may have to his respect and support into aetion, 
the more soundly you will sleep nights . 
because you have taken him into a gen- i 


wine partnership-of- pur pose with you. 


185 
wo 





7 
20c Divvy on Common Xmas Programs for 8th Year “ j 
e ' 
Is Getting Throug | Radio Corp. of America directorate ' Philadelphia, Dec. 8. Gross i Oct. 
last week declared an additional 20c.| KYW will broadcast two programs 
| on its common shares. Company has | this Christmas from local prisons— 
‘1 ° jalready paid 2Cc. this year. While|.:on+n year that the local NBC-Red 
Dick Harkness Joins |not payable until Jan. 27 in 1943, it ph acting tages 0 
“ye itlet has carriec se s s. . 
‘BS News St: j ’ | is applicable only to stockhodlers on | CUler A 
( BS News Staff in D.C. record at the close of business on The broadcasts feature inmate 
Washington, Dec. 8. next Dec. 18. talent with a plea for funds for the 
Richard L. Harkness, for several | RCA also declared the usual 8712c.|Prison Welfare Society voiced by The Mutual Network last month 
= so ere of the Philadelphia | on the first preferred and $1.25 on|Judge Harry S. McDevitt. Money monet 066500 tin Yee ele 
nquirer bureau and formerly White | the ‘B’ preferred, both covering the |received goes te families of pris- ae . ; 
House legman for United Press. | period from Oct. 1 to Dec. 31. Both | oners. This represents a drop of 5% from } 
JOINS the Blue network soon as staff | of these divvys are payable on next — the tally, $957,935, which prevailed nad 
commentator. Harkness had a regu-/| Jan, 1 to stockholders on record Dec. l N. C.—WAIR added t soe Movermer, IVGt. 
lar early morni s ] ‘harlotte, N. C.— added two ' 
ar early morning spot on WMAL 14. Chat ott a The network, however, is ahead by 
land has been featured on Sunday | Election of George K. Throckmor- |n€w announcers, Larry Fatrick anc oi hn Monk 
night war interpretation program on | ton, chairman of the RCA Manufac- | Jim Lister. Jack Lowe left to assume 38° on the first 11 months of the 
the web. praetien Co. executive committee, to | duties with WWDC, key station of|year. The accumulative total for 
He's chairman of the board of the| the directorate also was announced the Atlantic Coast Network, in|1942 is $8,775,305, as compared to 
National Press Club. | by David Sarnoff, president of RCA. | Washington. $6,352,457 for the like period of °41. 
me } 
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HUNT FRESH SERIAL SLANT 


Too Hot for Daily, OK for Radio 








Boston, Dec. 8. 


Joe Dinneen, Boston Globe columnist, wrote a factual account of 
the fire hazards existing in local niteries that could repeat the Cocoanut 


Grove holocaust, but his newspaper termed it too hot to print, So Din- 
neen delivered it on his daily broadcast over WORL. 

Nightclub operators mentioned over the air threatened recourse 
through the courts, but their outbursts were suddenly stilled when 
the building department inspectors closed everyone of them until al- 


terations were made. 





From Radio to Modiste’s, 
All Because of a Wife 


Buffalo, Dec. 8. 
Floyd Keesee has resigned as 
sports announcer of WBNY here to 
open a dress shop in Providence, R. 
I. He expects to be called for Army 
duty, so he’s getting the shop set for 
his wife to take over, if and when. 
Keesee started a few years back 
on WMBO, Auburn, N. Y., where his 
father, Frederick L., is station man- 
ager. 





—_—— + 


Arthur Perles Moves Up 


Arthur Perles, formerly in charge 
of CBS shortwave publicity, has 
been appointed assistant publicity 
director of ihe network, under 
George Crandall, director. 


Before becoming press contact for 
the shortwave department, Perles 
was publicity copy editor for the 
network and previous to that was a 
newspaper man. 
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Its right m his lap : 


ihe subject of the photograph is named John. 


He isethe Average American. 


A very un-average person he is. He and his wife and kids (in the service or 
not) are ‘what makes America go’. He works for somebody or other — maybe 
himself, even—but he runs the country. Increasingly it becomes apparent to him 


that his responsibilities and those of his kids are not limited by our national 


boundaries. 


He runs the country: 


Yes, What is perhaps more urgent is that HE RUNS YOU. 


He’s got the major problems of the world squarely in his lap. He realizes 


that if he doesn’t tackle and solve them he will have to take orders from who- 


ever tackles and solves them first. He is thinking very hard these days. 


He doesn’t like to sound off an opinion without plenty of facts to fortify 


his ynstincts. 


He relies on radio, enormously and increasingly, for the facts and impres 


day. He is cagey asa fox about believing—or disbelieving--the information, argu. 


ment and emotion he gets from the air. But out of h 


> 


rejecting of everything he hears, he forms an opinion, and acts on it. This 13 


Oo 


called pudlic opinion. Radio public opinion is 31 million families strong. 


His personal opinion—no matter what the captains and the kings may say— 


will decide what happens to the USA in the factory, the military 


home. 


He is not to be trifled with, nor d 


to argument’’, and in the long run he is just. 


bountiful in his generosity, 


€ - 


and loyal to tried friends. 


He’s worth taking up your case with. In 


28 million homes he and his family listen 


to CBS. After all, he’s your boss. 


Gece 


scornful of fraud 


lie, 


\ ed— especially on the aur. I le 


e 5 hoursa 


sions on which he bases his judgments. He and his family listen some 


is weighing, accepting and 


held, and the 


He is grateful for a good time, 
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Compton Would Give Free 
Hand to Couple of Scrip- 
ters for Experimental 
Purposes — Departure 
From Package Program 
Policy 





which han- 


The Compton agency, 
dles several daytime serials for 
Procter & scouting 
around for a with 
fresh points of view on daytime ra- 
dio dramatization who would be in- 
terested in doing some experimental 
work. The policy represents quite 
an innovation for this agency, since 
it has heretofore confined its day- 
time serial operation to package 
programs bought on the outside. 

The writers brought in would be 
given a free hand as far as plotting 
story and character forms, and they 
would, of course, receive the edi- 
torial aid and guidance of Compton 
production executives. If a script 
developed from such an inside col- 
laboration impresses Compton Offi- 
cials as having possibilities, it will 
be recorded and tested on various 
stations, or given a tryout with a 
live cast on some regional network. 

What prompted the agency to 
adopt the experimental project was 
the realization that few new writ- 
ers have cracked the daytime serial 
field in recent years. Clients and 
agencies have consequently had to 
lean on the same old coterie. These 
fall into three groups: (1) writers 
who have carved out a reputation 
and keep in the same groove year 
after year; (2) writers who swing 
from one program package produc- 
ing firm to and function 
merely as assembly-line workers on 
pat program patterns, and (3) writ- 
ers whom the parade passed by long 
ago. 

The Compton idea is to recruit 
absolute beginners who have no pre- 


Gamble, is 


couple writers 


conceived notions and to give them 
full swing. From such newcomers 
might come a product that recog- 
nizes that the theme of all-out emo- 
tional frustration ha : no small 
measure lost its effectivens in day- 


time radio because of the fullfilment 


accorded listeners on that score by 
the war, and that the times call for 
of emotional 


a newer orientation 


concepts 


CRAWFORD RENEWS ON 
WMCA FOR 4TH YR. 


Crawfort Ciothe enewed @ 
edule with WMCA Y.. for 52 
ee] non-can lable nonse s 
ver n : : 
10 pread <¢ I é t 
oO ( r ‘ , 
} eaayv ey ( NMC 
ree eal 
Haif of Crawford’ ¢ F » 
1 of ew ' } t ‘ « 
1d irjet eco ( d 
01 oh l in q ¢ ° 
hour block 
MacDonald New NBC V.P. 
John H. MacDonald, financial of- 
ficer of NBC, was last week elected 
a v.p. MacDonald came into NBC 
in 1932 through Tradeways, Ine. 


which was doing a research and re- 
organization job for the network at 
the time 

After the Tradeway assignment 
had been completed, MacDonald 
became the NBC budget officer, 
served as business manager of the 
recording division. He worked on 
the various problems arising from 
the, separation of the Red and Blue 
networks 


-ercemce, ene otneg, 











ste ip teens 


TRONS Sear mage 5 








30 RADIO 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, December 9, 1912 





AFRA, Networks Agree on 10% Raise 
In Sustaining Fees; WLB's OK Certain 


Blanket increase of 10° in all sus- 
taining fees for actors, singers and 
announcers has been tentatively 
agreed upon by the American Fede- 
ration of Radio Artists and the four 
major networks. Boost is subject to 
approval by the War Labor Board, 
but that is expected without diffi- 
culty, since it is covered in a cost- 
of-living index clause in the existing 
contract. 

Number of minor complications in 
the deal remain to be worked out. 
One is to keep the revised rates in 
even amounts. For instarice, where 
the existing fee is $19, the 10° in- 
crease would bring it to $20.90, in- 
volving considerable added book- 
keeping for the networks. In all 
such cases, some method is to be de- 


vised for setting the revised fee at} 
| 


an even amount. There are a num- 


ber of other such minor wrinkles to | 


be eliminated before actual signing | 
of the agreement. 

General raise of scales applies not 
only to performers receiving AFRA 
minimums, but also to staff artists | 
already getting more than scale.) 
However, such increases will be| 
based on 10% of scale, not 10% of} 
the artist’s above-scale fee. There 
now appears to be some uncertainty 





| Army Air Force, the A. & S. Lyons 


whether the boost will also apply to 
non-staff artists working at more 
than scale, but hired for single or 
per-program engagements, That will 
have to be settled at further negotia- 
tions. 


The upward revision of the sus- | 


taining code was worked out after 
several weeks of confabs. Opening 
of the existing contract, which ex- 
pires Nov. 1, 1943, was permitted 
under the scale-of-living clause. 
Under a similar clause in the com- 
mercial contract, AFRA is slated to 
start negotiations about Jan. 15 with 


Mont’! Churches Protest 
Commercial Replacement 





Montreal, Dec. 8 
Demand for the restoration to the 
|churches of the Sunday evening 
{hour, 7 to 8, on station CBM of 
| the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
jhas the official backing of all 
|Protestant denominations in this 
city, it was stated in a resolution 
passed at a meeting of the exec- 
lutive committee of the Diocese of 
| Montreal, Thursday (3), and for- 
| warded to the governors of the 
CBC. (Time is currently filled by 
| Jack Benny, 7 to 7:30, and by De- 
|} partment of Finance Show 
| 7:30 to 8 p.m.). 
The resolution 





reminds the man- 


agencies for an upward revision of | agement of the CBC that the church 


the commercial code. Sustaining in- 
crease is effective next Tuesday (15), 
but is conditional on the prospective 
rise in the network commercial scale. | 


Ashley With Lyons 


With Wilson Tuttle slated for the 





agency has brought Arthur Ashley 
in as a vice-president in charge of 
radio in its New York office. Ashley 
most recently has been operating his 
own production firm. 

Tuttle has applied for a berth with 
the Air Force Reserve -and is await- 


; services, 


broadcast from Montreal 
for a period of over 15 years, have 
filled a very pressing need and that 


there have been strong protests 
from many people concerning the 


dropping of the evening services in 
favor of commercial progranss. 


Renew 2 on MBS 


Pharmco has renewed for its 
‘Double or Nothing’ quiz on the Mu- 
tual network for another 12 weeks, 
effective Dec. 25. 

Another Mutual renewal of the 
past week is Conte’s ‘Background to 











ing word on the results of his exams. 


the News.’ 
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34 advertisers who had never | 


used radio, used WOR in 1942! 


2 5 advertisers who had used | 


|GE publicity department; Ed Barry 
jand Jarvis B. Rice, English language 


radio, in New York or elsewhere, 


For Religious Program 


start. 


assemblage. 


CBS, ‘where coffee is served.’ 


Tough Giveaways Last Week 


Demand for gratis admission to broadcast studios generally exceeds 
the seats available, but that was in reverse early last week. Around 
11 p. m. a guardin the rotunda of the RCA Building in Radio 
City solicited persons to sit in on the various NBC programs about to 
He supplied the names of those in the shows. 

Reason for the stunt was not clear, but the general effect of the 
Boston holocaust may have kept many people away from places of 
A dinner party from the Rainbow Room, which is atop 
the RCA Building, thought it was a gag. A showman in the group 
questioned the guard and then jokingly said he preferred going to 











Following Success 


Convinced of the success of the 
stunt, as attested by reports re- 
ceived from the network’s 125 af- 
filiated stations, NBC is arranging 
for a continuation of its ‘Fall Parade 
of Stars’ promotion campaign. The 
extension will he billed as the ‘New 
Year’s Parade of Stars.’ 

NBC will again distribute among 
its stations an elaborate portfolio 
of recordings made by ad agencies 
for local plugging of their comics, 
singers, bands and commentators. 
The second campaign will likewise 
make use of car cards, merchan- 
dising catalogs, window displays, 
mats, newspaper ads, press notices, 
photos, continuities and spot an- 
nouncements. 

The reports at hand on the fall 
campaign show the aggregate cir- 
culation of 4,552 wi..dow posters, 


Staff of G.E.’s Two 


Shortwavers Divided 
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used WOR for _the first time in 1942! 
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in New York | 
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; many 


| voices and 


Between WGY and Govt. 


Schenectady, N. Y., Dec. 8. 

The entire program personnel of 
Electric’s powerful short- 
wavers, WGEO and WGEA, leased 
by the Government Nov. 1, has been 
placed either in other GE depart- 
ments or in the Government service. 
John R. Sheehan, former program 
head, is now assistant to F. P. Nel-| 
son, manager of the Bronze network 
linking the nation’s shortwave out- 
lets, Sheehan supervizes the schedul- 
ing and transmission of programs in 
languages to Europe, Asia, 
Australia and Africa 

Four other ex-staffers are 
working in the New York offices of 
the Office of War Information. Ed- 
ward Beck, who was French lan- 
guage announcer, is currently writing 
and announcing French programs: 
John Goorin, Portuguese announcer 


also 


s editing news progsrams beamed to 
Brazil: Konstanty Plater is 
ing programs for Polish listeners in 
the .Eurnpean. and African. war 
areas: Claygon Going, English lan- | 
announcer, is on ‘the OWI 
news desk. 

Two erstwhile GE shortwave em- 


Vincent Tovar, veteran | 


announe 


Fuage 


ployees, 


| Spanish broadcaster, and Luis Gon- 


zaga, Portuguese miker, are con- 
nected with the N. Y. office of the | 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs. Tovar is news consultant and 
writer of special programs for South | 
American dialers. Gonzaga is hand- 
ling programs for Brazilian 
ences, 

GE placed the other forme: 
WGEO-WGEA staff people in posi- 
the Schenectady plant. Ellis 
Barrett, who was Sheehan’s assist- 
ant, and Gertrude Devan, Portu 
gese announcer, are working in the 


audi- 


tions at 


announce! moved over to WGY: 
Dorothy Johnson, Sheehan's secre- 
tary, is in the WGY control room, 
learning operation and working on 
scheduling and traffic assignments; 
Florence Lovell, also formerly in 
Sheehan’s office, is in the GE of- 
fice service department. 

The OWI has two-thirds of the 
air time of all shortwavers, while 
the CIAA has the remaining third. 
GE retains title to the two big air 
its engineers continue 
to operate them. 





New Texas Co-op Show 





Austin, Texas, Dec. 8. 


NBC Continuing ‘Parade of Stars’ Bally 


from | 


With 125 Affiliates 


3,965 counter cards, 49 billboard dis- 
plays, 1,760 car and bus cards, 1,737 
window displays, 1,377 lobby decora- 
tions, 2,957 newspaper advertise- 
ments, 52 roto spreads, 2,646 press 
notices, 661 newspaper feature 
spreads and 52 tablecard placements 
in hotels and restaurants. The re- 
ports also disclosed many instances 
of exceptional local cooperation, In 
Richmond, Va., the mayor teed off 
the week’s series of ‘Parade’ fea- 
tures with a mike talk about the 
fine radio shows scheduled for the 
coming months. 








Personalities 
that ‘SELL... 


KEEP 


VERTISER 








A new cooperative program is 
being aired over KNOW here for a 


| half-hour Monday through Friday | 


titled ‘Minute Men of Austin.’ 
Broadcasis contain 30 minutes of | 


music, drama and war news 





SOLD 


Says JOHN McDOLE: 
(Sun Ray Cleaners ) 
* “We have opened as many 





as forty-five new accounts in 

one week... as many as ten 

calls directly following our 

participation on your pro- 
* gram.” 


Using Helen Watts Schreiber, KSO 
- 


Says J. E. TONE: 
(Tone’e Coffee ) ° 
“The news program really a 
gave Tone’s Pressure Pack 


Coffee its greatest momen- 
tum right from the start + 


»> 


| with the first week’s broad- 


cast.” ” 
Using News, KRNT 


* — Says W. H. BISHOP: 
(Mrs. Clark’s Dressing ) 


“This may sound surpris- 
ing—but in the 13 weeks we 
have been on the air, ou! 
sales on this item have in- 
creased over 600°%.” 

Using News, KSO 


* 


tt 
Nothing succeeds like success, and the 


success of KSO-KRNT in selling should 
be considered when buying radio time 


in Iowa, 
AND MUTUAL 


ASO sien 
Nit 


The Cowles Stations in 


DES MOINES 


BASIC BLUE 


BASIC 


COLUMBIA 
5000 WATTS 


Affillated with the Des Moines 
Register and Tribune 


Represented by The Ketz Agency 
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AUSSIES PURIFY SUNDAY AIR | 


TOWING DOWN 
RADIO BLURB: 


No Mention Permitted on 
Sabbath of Laxatives, 
Body Odor, Liquor Brands 


or Patent Medicine Cures 








LIMIT LENGTH, TOO 





Sydney, Dec. 8. 

Australian Government has called 
on the commercial stations to put a 
silk hat and cutaway on their Sab- 
bath Day programs. The new ukase 
is for a more cultural and _ intel- 
lectual atmosphere and a sharp ton- 
ing down on the type and urgency of 
sales copy. 

Beginning with Jan. 3, these sta- 
tions most of all on Sunday must cut 
out all mention of laxatives, liquor 
brands, the b.o. angles in sOap ap- 
peal and the effect of medicinals on 
the human body. The new rules for 
Sunday also apply to the running 
time of announcemer.ts. They are to 
be limited to 150 words per quarter 
hour. 

Senator Ashley, who heads up 
radio for the Government, has sug- 
gested that a portion of the Sabbath 
be devoted by the commercial sia- 
tions to lofty and uplifting pro- 
grams. As it is, listeners have been 
complaining about the super-lofty 
air surrounding the Sunday sched- 
ules of the Government-operated 
non-advertising stations and giving 
preference to the much brighter 
fare offered by the commercial out- 
lets. With a wartime economy and 
mode of life imposing enough res- 
traints of thei. own, listeners can’t 
understand why the Government 
should go out of its way to augment 
the blue outlook of a Sunday. 


Opposish Political Party 
Claims BBC Restricts 
Sale of Network Time 


Montreal, Dec. 8. 
Gordon Graydon, national chair- 
man of the Conservative party, thé 


official opposition in the Federal 
House at Ottawa, last week criti- 
cized what he terms refusal of 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp. to sell 
network time to the National Con- 
Servation convention committee. ° 

‘Recent point-blank refusal of the 
Board of Governcrs and the new 
general manager of the CBC to per- 
mit the National Conservation con- 
vention committee to purchase a 
half-hour period of time over the 
national network has all the signs of 
the opening round in a major fight 
fur the right of demecratic freedom 
of speech over the air in Canada,’ the 
statement said. The Conservative 
party opens its convention at Winni- 
peg tomorrow (Wed) and will there 
pick a leader and lay down its prin- 
ciples and political aims. 

Rev. Dr. James S. Thomson, new 
CBC general manager, offered the 
newly-elected choice of the conven- 
tion time on a sustaining basis at a 
date aaitenacnantt to the convention, 





St. L. Radio “ee 


St. Louis, Dec. 8. 

The Columbia Brewing Co. is cur- 
rently bankrolling ‘The Shady Val- 
ley Folks,’ a hillbilly ensemble orig- 
inating at KWK and piped to 128 
stations on the Mutual net. 

The Italian Swiss Colony Wines, 
Asti, Cal., is sponsoring ‘Today in 
History,’ a twice-weekly historical 
program originating at KSD. Record- 
ed music is included in the 15 mins. 
program. 

Noxema is bankrolling the ‘Quiz 
of Two Cities’ in which contestants 
from St. Louis and Kansas City com- 
pete for the cash awards. Quiz is 
conducted simultaneously with John 
Jacobs handling the KMOX end and 


William Shipley at KMBC. Current | 


ontract runs for 26 weeks. 





Jerry Sears Replacing 
Don Bryan at WMCA 


Jerry Sears, 
ductor at NBC, 
Dec. 27 as musical director of the 
station. 

Replaces Don Bryan. 








Kesten Resting 


Paul Kesten, CBS v.p. and gen- 
eral manager, has gone off for a 
vacation of three weeks. 

The boss, William S. Paley, noticed 
that Kesten looked work-worn and 
he urged the g.m. to take a rest ™m- 
mediately. 





currently house con- | 
shifts to WMCA on | 


| MEX STATIONS MUST 





Mexico City, Dec. 8. 

All radio stations in Mexico have 
been given until Dec. 15 by the 
Ministry of Communications and 
Public Works, ruler of air affairs in 
this country, to register the amount 
and nature of their apparatus and 
receive a special permit for their 


functioning. This, the ministry ex- 
plains, is a wartime protective 
measure. 

Stations that fail to register by 


the deadline will be regarded as 
clandestine and their apparatus and 
other equipment will be subject to 
|confiscation hv the government, the 
ministry warns. 





FILE INVENTORIES. 


last week purchased an eight-story 
building —the Perry Building —at 
16th 
‘heart of the 
|}nounced was $505,000. 


vision facilities there after the war. 
Until then the present tenants will 
not be 
space is needed by WCAU because 
its present building, 








WCAU, Philly, Buys 8-Story Building 


To House Its Television After War 


Philadelphia, Dec. 8. | is completely filled by standard and 


The WCAU Broadcasting Company 


and Chestnut 


city. 


streets, in the}! 
The price an- 


WCAU plans to house its tele- 


disturbed. The additional 





Situated nearby, 


was one of the city’s early 
| Scrapers. 
| $1,029,600. 


F-M broadcasting facilities. 


The Perry Building, built in 1904, 
‘sky- 
’ The property is assessed at 





St. Louis—Lloyd Clay, continuity 


| director for KMOX, has joined FBI 
in Washington. 
eighth exec of this CBS outlet to 
join the war. 


His departure makes 








ee 
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We live now in a new world of action. As America stripped the fabric of peacetime living 


from its people to prepare for bitter war, there were those who felt that advertising, as a 


symbol of more care-free days, could have no important part in winning. that war. Now we 


know this is not so - For in the months since Pearl Harbor the words of our radio and the 


pages of our press have shown our real and stubborn strength. Competitive American enter- 


prise, itself made stronger by the means which give it voice, fans the¢ury of a free people 


fighting for its very way of life ... hurls its own shout of defiance at our enemies $ This we 


believe: that no power on earth can bring-us to our knees save a spirit of ‘defeat. 


And 


history may well record tomorrow that Freedom’s battle finally was won on a front lost to our 


enemies before a single bomb was dropped—the indomitable will to win of a free people in- 


spired by the politically untrammelled, economically independent voice of its radio and press. 


“Shout of Defiance’ —a new book just off the press— presents significant observations 


on advertising in total war—ten by important business executives, three by govern- 


ment officials. And the comments of dealers on wartime advertising, surveyed in the 


WLW coverage area. A copy of “Shout of Defiance” 


will be mailed 


on request. 
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JERNY 


COOPER 


Singing Master of 
Ceremonies 


KEEP AHEAD 
With 


EDELBREW 


Every Friday 
7:30-8 P.M. 
Wor 


THANKS TO 
ROY DURSTINE 
CHARLES FUREY 


For Making This Possible 


Also Thanks to 
HARRY MAYER 
HARRY ANGER 

FOR REPEAT 
ENGAGEMENTS 


EARLE THEATRE, Wash. 


and 
IZZY RAPPAPORT 
LARRY GOLDE 
MICKEY ALDRICH 
FOR REPEAT 
ENGAGEMENTS 


HIPPODROME THEATRE 


Baltimore 


A FEW PRESS NOTICES 


LRIETY,. N. ¥. 





New topliner is Jerry Cooper, a 
pe of baritone whose ballads are 
h s his personality He 
1 it ¢ the surefires bu 
em with distinction He was 
1 with Ed Wynn's musical on 
s season, 

ORLD TELEGRAM, N, Y. 
Way down yonder in New Orleans 
h t blues were born—is 
J Cooper, singing star hails 
the handsome baritone, whose 
! nightly at the Broad 

| whose success spre 

teo throughout the show world 
the past few years, was practicaily 
{ with the sound of the blues 


MIAMI HERALD 
His last picture role 


mportance was with Dick Powell in 
hollywood Hotel,’ and his last ma- 
vr stage engagement was as the 
lead in Ed Wynn's ‘Boys and Girls 
wether,” which recently closed in 
New Yo atter a 39-week run. 
Cooper 3 a handsome six-foot 
l t a wealth of experiencs 
8 tn 3 ng attraction in many of 
e country’s leading night clubs and 
tr lis engagement at the 
val ‘alms will be limited, due to 


I 
commitments in 
l 


a new picture in April 


JER 
COOPER 


TAPS AGENCY 


1619 Broadway 
New York City 


Tels. COlumbus 5-1566—8705 


appearance of 


i 
) Hollywood, 
i@ is scheduled to start work 


| ‘THREE-TUIRDS OF THE NEWS’ 


John; director, Blayne Butcher 
News 
15 Mins. 
_ ANDREW JERGENS CO. 
Sunday, 9 p. m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York 
(Lennen & Mitchell) 


Jergens rushed in 


| bination Sunday (6) as a 
is on a Government mission. 
account hopes to keep even a goodly 


part of that high 


do lots of reshuffling with this pinch- 
hitter. Each of the three men in the 
| combination 


'ence, and each commentator’s pres- 
entation bears that indubitable sense 
(of authority, but there isn’t enough 
| novelty or illusion of excitement in 
| the program to peg it above the av- 
erage news-commentator inning. 
The pattern of ‘“Three-Thirds of 
| the News’ undoubtedly looked good 
'on paper and perhaps sounded im- 
pressive on any auditions recording. 
The three-way allocation called for 
one commentator to reel off the spot 
news, another to take the hottest 
| item and explain its significance, and 


it color and ‘pulse beat.’ 
ises didn’t seem to come off. Bauk- 
;age, who led off the threesome, 
struck a tempo and delivery which 
was in sharp contrast with the 
speedy, 


but most of his analysis sounded 
somewhat dated, while St. John, 
ranked as one of the finest color re- 
porters in the business, earmarked 
for himself an enlightening, if not 
| quite pertinent, dissertation on the 
suecess of the Serbian guerrillas. 
‘Three-Thirds of the News’ creaked 
in making the corners on the debut 


as this one, there’s good reason to 
beieve that the underlying idea can 
click, providing the parts are prop- 
erly adjusted and showmanly oiling 
s applied Odec. 


‘FRANKLY MR. FEEBISH’ 

Cast: Joe Curtin, Chester Stratton, 
Junius Matthews, John Frank, 
Adolph Greene, Alvin Hammer, 
Judy Tuvim, Betty Comden, Elaine 
Kent 

Writer: Neal Hopkins 

Director: Lester Vail 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 11:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
With the repair of radio receivers 

inevitably due to become a serious 

problem, due to lack of replacement 
parts and shortage of technician- 

service men, it’s more than ever im- 

portant to networks and stations to 

|help maintain audiences by keeping 

sets in order, As a move in that di- 

rection, NBC broadcast a program 

| Friday night (4) explaining the im- 

portance of caring for receivers 

properly, and methods of doing so. 

As a straight spiel on such a topic 

would probably be a sure 

outer, it was presented as a comedy- 
dramatic fantasy and, as such things 


go, was both amusing and instruc- 
tive 

Tabbed ‘Frankly Mr. Feebish,’ the 
yarn told of the capture, trial and 
conviction of the little imp (those 
Gremlins again) who devotes his life 
,to getting into radio sets and put- 


ting them on the blink. Having suc- 
cessfully tied a can on Feebish, the 


radio repair man, Pete Parsons, de- 
|livered a lecture to the ‘jurors’ on 
what to do and not to do for best 


results and longest service from sets. 
| Program was brightly written by 
| Neal 
by Tom Bennett, chorus and orches- 
| tra conducted by Paul Lavalle and 
| was deftly directed by Lester Vail. 


=~ ¢ { - mranarit Aivan+ . 1. 
Stratton Was properiy airect as thé 


gave Feebish a faintly feline 


Alvin Hammer, 
Betty Comden 
|as individual actors, not in 
capacity of their  niterv - vaude 
troupe, The Revuers. ” Hobe. 


Judy Tuvim 


were on the show 





‘TRUE STORY 
| ATR’ 
| Cast: Henry Hull, Betty Furness 
Writers: Sig Miller, Louis Vittez 
| Director: Norman Livingston 
| 30 Mins. 
HOWARD CLOTHES 
Wednesday, 8:30 p.m. 
WOR-MBS, New York 
‘Redjield-Johnstone) 

Howard Clothes, which formerly 


THEATRE OF 


series, ‘True Story Theatre of the 
Air,’ on a similar net. In this case 
the programs are adapted from 
‘True Story’ mag yarns, with Henry 
Hull as star and m.e, On the basis 
of last Wednesday night’s (2) broad- 
cast, Howard apparently believes its 
customers are more interested in 
what they wear than what they 


hear. 

ae ay caught wag called ‘For- 
ever in Love With You,’ 2 teeth- 
gritter about how a baby's death 


life 
There were several 


twisted its mother’s emotional 
into knots, 











points glaringly unexplained or un- 


| Baukage, John Gunther, Robert St. 


the Baukage- 
John Gunther-Robert St. John com- 
replace- 
|ment for Walter Winchell while he} 
If the 
listening rating 
built up by Winchell, it will have to 


is a well-establishea | 
|name with plenty of mike experi- | 


a third to take an item also and give | 
The prom- | 


staccato style of Winchell; | 
Gunther's treatme.t of the Tunisia 
situation was crisp and interesting, | 


occasion, but, with a spot as warm | 


tuner- | 


Hopkins, had a musical score | 


Joe Curtin was narrator, Chester 


sug- 
gestion. John Frank, Adolph Greene, 


and 


the 


THE 


sponsored ‘Bulldog Drummond’ on 
WOR and a small Mutual hookup, is 
now bankrolling another melier 


+ POCO oFeoee 


: Follow-up Comment 








Jimmy Darante stuck his schnoz 
into the ‘Camel Caravan’ Friday 
night (4) on CBS and stirred up a 
pretty full potion of laughs. Schnoz- 
zola was given a good script and 
‘from there on his delivery counted 
ito the hilt. The listener could just 
|about see his comedy leer when he 
'answered Jimmy Wallington’s ques- 
‘tion: “Take Lana Turner’s sweater 
away, and what has she got?’ Du- 
rante said, ‘Are you kiddin’?’ and it 
| was a loud cackle. Schnoz also man- 





afterpiece of the program. The 
comedy premise of this bit was pretty 
' forced, but Durante’s efforts to pro- 
| nounce ‘irrelevant’ was almost W orth 
'the otherwise six or eight-minute 
| Tull. 





| 
‘Thin Man’ offered a passably ab- 


|sorbing murder yarn Wednesday 
| night (2) on NBC, but its romantic 
| whimsy was a trifle coy. Parker 


Fennelly registered as a ‘character’ 
| rural sheriff, while Claudia Morgan 
land Les Damon were, as always, the 
sleuthing couple. As usual, there 
| were several inferentially sexy lines 
in. the script. The Woodbury signa- 
'ture via Sonovox kinda corny. 
| And the audience mikes are tuned 
too high. 


, ‘Easy Aces’ was funny Wednesday 
|night (2) on WJZ-Blue, as Goodman 
| Ace was verbally hogtied by his 
sappy secretary and Jane. There 
'were a couple of fast lines in that 
script, too. . .. ‘Mr. Keen’ was a 
standard crime story the same night, 
the only novelty being some sermon- 
izing hbout juvenile delinquency... . 


tr 


|The problems of youth were treated 


earlier the same day in the ‘Big 
Sister’ serial, via CBS, with two 
| teen-age kids talking marriage. Part 


lof Carlotta, the young girl, was 
‘nicely played. Julian Funt now gets 
air credit as writer. . Estelle M. 
Sternberger, discussing the Bev- 
eridge report in England, impressed 
with her comparison of it with social 


security in the Scandinavian coun- 
tries (via WQXR) Wednesday eve- | 
ning (2).... News about Paul Mc- | 
Nutt and the draft law revision was | 


slighted in most of the early-evening 
news programs Saturday (5) on New 
| York stations. . . Gracie Allen 
} whacked across a flock of solid 
laughs Wednesday night (2) as guest 
on the Eddie Cantor show, with Can- 
tor making a strong pitch for gas 
rationing at the sign-off. 

(Continued on page 33) 





| 
|‘AN AMERICAN IN ENGLAND’ 

With Joseph Julian 
| Writer and Director: 
win 
| Documentary 

30 Mins. 
| Sustaining 
| Tuesday, 10 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

CBS last Tuesday (1) resumed for 

five broadcasts Norman Corwin’s 
i‘{n American in England’ series 
i with New York the originating point 


Norman Cor- 


this time, and the 30-minute event 
was anything but warmed-over an-| 
ecdota. It was a scintillating am- | 
al; of foreign reporting, philo- 
yphical observation and political 


ical 
, + ] fy . . 
UPUerstanaling, COrwins 


} comments 
jon 


the current life of a community | 
in East Anglia, through the narra- 
tor-role of Joseph Julian and a 


| sprinkling of actors in native lingual 
bits, were richly 
nterest and 


| human 
| ; disillu 

| sioned retrospection, but the script 
| scored its deepest affect on the lis- 


in 


barbed with 


dressed 


| teners’ sensibilities during the last 


i few minutes. 
| Through his British characters, 
Corwin limned the currents of 


moral, economic and political vearn- 


|repair man, and Junius Matthews |i" that have become part of the 


after-the-war consciousness 
British people. As one 

iné piece remarked, ‘If we can't 
these changes after the war. 
and if it looks ‘s though new 
brand of reaction might set in. then 


of the 
character 


have 


ve have just been wasting our time.’ | 


Listeners to this program must have 
recalled this statement and felt the 
poignant contrast when, a couple 


| Gays later, W. P. Witherow, presi- | 
| dent of the National Association of 
| Manufacturers, declared, ‘I am not 


fighting for a quart of milk for every 
Hottentot, or a TVA on the Danube, 
or for governmental handouts of free 





Utopia.’ Odec. 
convincingly motivated, and the 
sappy happy ending was obvious 


from far off. In other words, a 
standard True Story mag yarn not 
improved via the air. 

Henry Hull was acceptable as m.c. 
and, not surprisingly, just a trifle 
brisk as the worried hubby. Betty 
Furness did reasonably well with 
the unrewarding part of the emo- 
tionally warped wife. Only other 
part in the script was a squalling 
infant. Intro slogan, ‘Truth is 
stranger than fiction,’ was intoned 
through a filter, and the organ cues 
leaned toward super-meller stuff. 
There’s some transparently canned 
studio ‘applause. Howard commer- 
cial copy was commonplace. 

Hohe 





aged to hold up the courtroom trial | 


‘DELIVER US FROM EVIL’ 
With Donald Crisp, 


Collins; conductor, 


Ray 


tor, Cal Kuhl. 
60 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sun.; 2 p. m. 
W.IZ-Blue 


barrassing ostrich-like 
the democracies prior to 1939. 


Why 


less Ethiopians? 
hito slapped on his chopsticks when 


devour the Orient?’ 


have tasted too often the ‘too little 
and too late’ gall, it’s probably best 
for American consumption that war 
radio programs stick to the post- 
Pearl Harbor script. That treach- 
erous attack is perhaps the best re- 








| rise 


Kate | 





| occasion 


; even 


minder of why and what we're fight- 
ing. A German infant being bap- 
tized in the religion of the fuehrer 
and for the war glory of tke state; 
the arrest and murder of a German 
school teacher for daring to say that 
‘Negroes human,’ the murder of 
a priest. chiefly because he preaches 
the teachings of Christ: the story of 
an American missionary who treated 
the burns of Ethiopian natives 
visited by Musso’s civilization—these 
have all been so often repeated as 
to be old hat. But again they’re re- 
peated here. On the other hand, the 
more recently vivid Nazi extermina- 
tion of the Czech village of Lidice 
was given a comparative brushoff by 
this program’s writers. 

War propaganda should date itself 
from the awakening of the democ- 


are 


gas 


| racies, rather than their sleepy years. 


The United 
Nations are 


States and the United 
now on the offensive, 
everywhere. We are fighting Nazis, 
Japs and the Fascist jackals-—and 
that’s the most patriotically dramatic 
script there is at the moment. Cer- 
tainly a better theme than the al- 
most-sympathetic treatment of Jap 
civilians: namely, this script’s telling 
dies uniforms 
fO1 


at the loom making 
the Japanese army. 


When the war is over this type of | 
program would be justified, with few | 


changes, as a reminder to the democ- 
racies not to permit national evil to 


again anywhere in the world. 
As was repeated to Agnes Moore- 


head, playing the role of an Amer- 
ican mother whose son died in an 
air raid on Germany, this country’s 
boundaries are global, and that crime 
against humanity, no matter where 
it occurs, must eventually reach us 
unless quickly stamped out at the 
source. 


‘Deliver Us From Evil’ was a play 
projected in narration style: Donald 
Crisp, Miss Moorehead, Walter Abel, 
Jean Hersholt and Ray Collins were 
excellent in their respective roles of 
narrator. mother, and murdered vic- 
tims of the Nazis. The idea was an- 
other ‘Bury the Dead’ variation, with 
the dead explaining to Miss Moore- 
head why her son had perished in 


a raid on the Rhine. At times the 
writing was brilliant, as when one} 

| victim said, ‘We did not die quickly | 
na great burning moment. We 
were slowly murdered.’ On other 


the script was way off for 
a big league effort—notably in the 
weak dialog given the priest charac- 
ter, avith what he had to say made 
worse by over-acting. The 
murder of Lidice was written in the 
style of cheap melodramatics; that 
Was rare baloney about Hangman 
Heydrich and the violets. 
One of the program’s best 
tures was the musical score, with no 


|air credit expressed for that fine | 
| backgrounding. Robert Armbruster 


Agnes Moore- 
head, Walter Abel, Jean Hersholt, 
Robert 
Armbruster; writers, George Faulk- 
ner, Bernard C. Schoenfeld; direc- 


Not the best example of hate-the- 
enemy preachment, this special pro- 
sram reminded too often of the em- 
attitude of 
In 
pleading to ‘Deliver Us From Evil,’ 
the script more than once practically 
screamed ‘Why wasn't the Nazi evil 
stopped in those early Hitler years? 
was the Italian hyena permit- 
ted to murder and conquer defense- 
Why wasn’t Hiro- 


he first proclaimed kis intention to 


Considering that the democracies 


~ a, 


‘RUMOR DETECTIVE’ 
With Troman Harper, Joe Ripley 


Writers: Troman Harper, Bruce 
Chapman 

15 Mins. 

GROVE PILLS 


Sunday, 6:30 p. m. 
WOR, New York 
(Seeds) 

Click of Rex Stout's ‘Secret Weap- 
on’ series, on which he debunks Axis 
propaganda, has naturally inspired a 
number of variations of the same 
general idea. Along similar lines, 
and also like several newspaper fea- 
tures, is this ‘Rumor Detective’ pro- 
gram Sunday nights on WOR-Mutual 
for Grove’s bromo-quinine pills 
(with an endless hitch-kike plug for 
B-Complex vitamins). The Office 
of War Information, the Army, Navy 
and other Government departments 
are supplying material for the show, 

Potentially it’s a passable program, 
In general structure it’s much like 
‘Secret Weapon. Various rumors are 


cited by Joe Ripley, with Troman 
Harper knocking each one on the 


head, sometimes via dramatized bits. 
As heard Sunday (6), the principal 
drawback was MHarper’s over-em- 
phatic rebuttal. It would have been 
more impressive if he had used 
quieter, less insistent manner of 
speaking, letting kis overwhelming 
facts tell their own story. 

At the close Harper offers several 
‘true rumors’ favorable to the U. §S., 
cause Hobe 


‘OVER HERE’ 

With Ronald Colman, Jane Froman, 
Bob Burns, Virginia Bruce, Ray 
Eberle, Gene Krupa, Walter 
O’Keefe, Fanny Brice, Hanley 
Stafford, James Wallington, John 
Vandercook, Igor Gorin. 

Comedy, Drama, Talk, Music 

60 Mins. 

U. S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

Saturday, 8:30 p. m. 

WJZ-Blue, New York 
The Treasury Department has en- 

dowed this new series with two-fold 

purpose; one is to sell war bonds and 
occasionally pitch a plug for some 
other Government agency, and the 
second is to convey to our armed 





| of the young Nip factory worker who | "° 





conducted and, were it not for that 


fea- | 


forces abroad some idea of what the 
folks are doing at home to aid the 
war effort. For that globally distrib- 
uted audience the network later 
shortwaves a recorded version. 

Last Saturday night's installment 
only had lots of production 
spark and well integrated entertain- 
ment, but it did a swell job of point- 
ing with pride to achievements on 
the home front. To John Vander- 
cook, staff commentator, fell the task 
of translating it from the latest Gov- 
ernment reports. After a brief nota- 
tion on the anniversary of Pearl Har- 
bor, Vandercook recalled in statist{- 
cal array America’s armaments pro- 
duction story for the past year. 

The source of the program shut- 
tled between New York and Holly- 


wood. Ronald Colman did his cus- 
tomary slick job of m.c.ing and 
clothed an excerpt from the book, 


‘I Escaped From Hong Kong,’ with 
a huge emotional impact. Igor Gor- 
in’s singing of the Russian military 
number, ‘Meadowland,’ impressed as 
the highpoint of the program’s musi- 
cal content. Walter O’Keefe and the 


team of Fanny Brice and Hanley 
Stafford contributed plenty to laugh 
about Another bright vocal mo- 
ment came from Jane Froman, and 


Virginia Bruce and Bob Burns, air- 


| ing from Hollywood, proved surpris- 


ingly well paired in a cross-fire rou- 
tine. Odec 


orchestration, these 60 minutes would 
have listened more like 600. Scho. 
3,000 ROACHES 

is what the lady advertised for. Her 
lease was up and she promised to 
leave the apartment in the same econ- 
dition in which she found it. JAMES 
MADISON prolific writer for radio, 
stage and sereen. Even Scotchmen 
agree that my new GAG SHEET is 
good value for one dollar.. P.O. Box 
124, Grand Central Annex, New York. 














(Watch for a new gag every week) 
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” AIR SHOWS 
MARK PEARL 
HARBOR 


First anniversary of the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor was given 
an extensive observance on various 
network and local shows over the 
week-end, through arrangement by 
the Office of War Information. Num- 
ber of special programs were broad- 
cast and many regular commercial 
shows were devoted to the subject. 
In addition, there were references 
to Pearl Harbor on countless other 
stanzas. 

OWI schedule listed 22 specific 
shows treating the subject over the 
weekend. They included both com- 
mercial and sustaining, comedy, dra- 





matic, musical, special events, 
quizzes and even religious programs. 
Several had pickups from Pearl 


Harbor and some also included re- 
motes from other war zones and 
United Nations capitals. 

The Fred Waring program Mon- 
day night (7) on NBC for Chester- 
field included the induction of 2,211 
Naval Aviation cadets in 128 cities. 
‘Vox Pop’ had pickups from Pearl 
Harbor, after Bromo-Seltzer and the 
Ruthrauff & Ryan = agency’ had 
agreed with Parks Johnson that he 
and Warren Hull should not fly to 
Honolulu to do the broadcast be- 
cause it would use Clipper space 
that could otherwise accommodate 
600 pounds of Christmas mail. 

Complete list of shows carrying 
OwWl-arranged Pearl Harbor mate- 
rial included Mutual’s ‘Radio 
Chapel,’ the Blue’s ‘Deliver Us from 
Evil,’ the ‘Army Hour’ on NBC, Mu- 
tual’s American Legion program, 
Campbell's soup’s ‘Radio Reader’s 
Digest’ on CBS, Columbia’s ‘Report 
to the Nation,’ ‘This Is Our Enemy’ 
on Mutual, all Sunday; ‘The Lesson 
of Pearl Harbor’ on CBS, a memo- 
vial service by Archbishop Spellman 
on CBS, a Hawaiian war bond show 
on NBC, the Blue network’s ‘Men of 
Land, Sea and Air’ and ‘Honor the 
Dead,’ a special Requiem Mass on 
the same network, the Frank Parker- 
Squibb show on CBS, Mutual’s ‘The 
Avengers,’ ‘Vox Pop’ on CBS, du- 
Pont’s ‘Cavalcade of America’ on 
NBC, the Lux ‘Radio Theatre’ on 
CBS, Mutual's special events ‘Amer- 
ica Today,’ Lady Esther’s ‘Screen 
Guild Theatre’ on CBS, Fred Waring 
on NBC and ceremonies of scrapping 
the battleship Oregon on CBS, all 
Monday. 





Three Small Towners On 
CBC’s French Hookup 


Mont eal, Dec. 8. 

Extension of the French regional 
network of the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. by three stations affiliated 
to the net has been effected. They 
are CKRM, Rouyn; CKVD, Val D’Or: 
and CHAD, Amos, bringing the total 
of stations up to 10 together with 
one short wave station.. The exten- 


sion became effective as of last 
week. 
CBC is having 26 weeks of 


operetta and dramatic plays broad- 


cast, starting with ‘La Fiiie du 
Tambour-Major’ Dec. 7 and with 
‘Edith Cavell’ Dec. 9. They are 
for an hour every Monday and 


Wednesday night and are being di- 
rected respectively by Georges Du- 
fresne and Guy Maufette with local 
talent for singing and acting parts. 
Both will be sustaining. 


New KEYS Owners 


Corpus Christi, Texas, Dec. 8. 

Reorganization has taken place 
here of the Nueces Broadcasting Co., 
licensees of Station KEYS. H. §&. 
Lockhart, present manager, and E. C. 
Hughes, commercial manager, have 
€ach purchased a quarter interest 
in the present partnership, which 
consists of Earl C. Dunn, local law 
enforcement officer, and Charles 
Rossi, oil operator. 

Deal, which thas been approved 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission, gave Lockhart and 
Hughes their shares in the partner- 
ship for $4,032 each, with Dunn and 
Rossi each also holding a quarter 
interest in the station. 

KEYS operates with a power of 
250 watts on a frequency of 1490 
Kilocycles full time 











Follow-up Comment 


Continued from page 32 


Smith broke up Ted Collins so com- 
pletely on her noon program Wednes- 
day (2) that he had to break off his 
spiel at one point. She picked it up, 
but was obviously having trouble not 
to laugh. They didn’t explain what 
happened. . . . ‘One Man’s Family’ 
cortinues in form Sunday nights on 
NBC, but suffers because all the 
characters talk and think alike week 
after week. But the_ integrated 
F’eischmann’s yeast commercial at 
the close is a honey. . . . Marjorie 
Main is broadly comic and a wel- 
come addition to the Bergen series 
S'nday nights. ... Dr. William Agar 
was  unspectacular, but quietly 
a.thoritative and impressive Wednes- 
day night (2) on ‘Freedom House 
Review,’ via WEVD, but transatlantic 
atmospherics mce.e the recorded 
talks of Herbert J forrison, Ambassa- 
dor Winant and Lt. Com. Herbert 
Agar from London too murky for 
easy intelligibility. ‘The Man 
Who Missed a Year,’ drama by Neal 
Hopkins on NBC Sunday afternoon 
(6), was reasonably imaginative, 
though not always too clear in in- 


tention. But it achieved what was 
apparently its main idea, to crowd a 
record of the year since Pearl 


H rbor into a half-hour. 
nett’s score was a beauty. 





Washington—Harriett Miller 
joined the staff of WJSV, as assistant 
to Bob Ehrman, production chief. 





Storm Clips 3 Hours 
From Charlotte Station 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 8. 

Station WBT, local CBS outlet, 
was off the air about three hours 
last Tuesday night (1) when the 
top section of the transmitter tower 
was toppled over during a tornado 
and electrical storm. Pending full 
repairs, the station is operating with 
emergency equipment. 

Jess Willard, WBT manager, and 
staff engineers worked through 
wind, rain and mud to make the 
necessary repairs to get the station 
back on the air after the transmitter 
tower fell. 








Philadelphia. — Betty Sheldon has 
taken a leave of absence from the | 





Tom Ben- | band, Pvt. Wally Sheldon, stationed 


WCAU news room to join her hus- | 
lat Army technical school, Sioux | 
| Falls, S.D. Pvt. Sheldon is an ex- | 


has | WCAU announcer. 


Dayton Lummis, formerly of | 
WCAM, Camden, N. J., has joined 


She was formerly with WINX and|announcing staff of W69PH, WCAU’s 


KSTP Minneapolis. 


F-M station. 


STATIONS HIT BY FALLING REVENUE 
MAY REQUIRE AID FROM GOVERNMENT 


| Payment for U. S. Programs, Loans or Tax Relief, 


Fly Says, Possible Solution for Keeping Some 


Broadcasters Solvent 





Washington, Dec. 8. 

Some program must be worked 
out for continued broadcasting ser- 
vice by radio stations which are 
facing a falling off of revenue from 
advertising, Chairman James L. Fly 
of the Federal Communications Com- 
mission told newspapermen Monday 
(7). 

FCC chairman said he did not 
know whether this could be done 
by loan, by payment for Govern- 
ment programs or through tax re- 
lief measures. He said he was re- 
luctant to see the Government ‘get 
any sort of stake in private broad- 
casting’ such as would result from 
subsidizing stations with loans. 

Chairman Fly was asked to com- 
ment on a report that the Internal 
Revenue Bureau is drafting an 
amendment to the tax law by which 
radio stations could deduct as busi- 





ness expenses the time they devote 
to war bond selling and other Gov- 
ernment announcements. He said 
that such a step would be a break 
for the stations, but that he could 
not take any position for or against 
a tax proposal. 

He said, however, that he did not 
think that the reported tax proposal 
would be comprehensive enough to 
take care of the major problem of 
keeping stations on the air. 





Worcester — Philip Brook, 
chief announcer, has been 
chief announcer at WTAG. He has 
been with station for three years, 
first as staff announcer and then as 
special events reporter. Vacant post 
of special events chief goes to mike- 
man Bob Dixon, with Louis Chapin, 
Jr., recent addition to staff, named 
supervisor of sound effects depart- 
ment. 
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THE HEROES DEPART 


With the Army welcoming 18-year-olds, 
with kids by the thousand rushing to 
enlist at once, it occurred to Westing- 
house Station KYW that Philadelphia’s 
first contingent deserved a real salute— 
and that Philadelphians deserved to hear 
and feel the mood of the departure. 


So Will Osborne’s dance band, the sing- 
ing Andrews 
audience dedicated a half hour at the 
railroad station to the war’s youngest 
volunteers. 


Sisters, and the KYW 


Dedicated? They never had a better 
time! The audience heard, not a sad fare- 
well, but a picnic, a jive session, and a 
block party all in one. The kids took 
over the music, the girls, the station, and 
the whole salute. Wisecracks and rumbas 


hilariously with farewell kisses 


and catchy songs. And KYW’s millions 
dried their tears, and laughed until the 
tears came back, and realized the war 


the right hands now. 


Advertising men sense this mirror of 
America in Westinghouse programs. They 
recognize it as an essential public service, 


essence of modern showmanship, 


as a sure-fire audience guarantee. 


WESTINGHOUSE RADIO STATIONS Inc 
+ WGL + WBZ + WBZA + KYW + KDKA 
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wl e ° ‘ ° 9 |Preisman has been added to the con- 
aio Writers Gu d all 5 Varie tinuity department. This makes the 
fifth female to join the department 


which formerly consisted entirely of 
In the news room Mary Ga- 
been hired, making the 


men, 


For Bringing Recognition to Members *: *:."::..'.22%2.2° 


+ 


Resolution of ‘appreciation of the 
efforts of ‘Variety’ toward publiciz- 
ing the names of writers and direc- 
tors’ of radio programs was passed 
unanimously last week by the Radio 
Writers Guild. The action was in- 
spired by a list of writers and direc- 
tors of all commercial network pro- 
grams, published recently by this 
paper. No such complete list had 
ever been published, nor, as far as 
known, been in existence before. 

The RWG resolution expressed the 
conviction of the membership that 
name credit for authors of sponsored 
as well as of sustaining scripts and 
serials is essential to the best inter- | 
ests of the profession. The anonym- | 
ity which has prevailed during the 
formative years of the profession has 
been used at times as a cloak for 
careless writing and has encouraged 
the growth of the pernicious ‘ghost- 
ing’ practice, with emphasis on quan- | 
tity of output rather than on quality 
In the Radio Writers 
Guild members, name credit brings 
maturity to radio, and cannot fail to 
bring about a desirable improvement 
in the quality of material written for 
broadcast purposes.’ 

Somewhat similar approval of the 
‘Variety’ listing of writer and direc- 
tor credits was expressed last week 
by George Zachary, president of the 
Radio Directors Guild. Writer and 
director credit, both on the air and 
in publications, is a basic objective 
of both Guilds. Although not for- 
mally affiliated, the two organiza- 
tions have a working agreement on 
the matter of credits, as well as on 
general aims and policies. Intention 
of each group is to have representa- 
tives attend meetings of the other cr- 
ganizations, with the idea of further- 
ing this cooperation. | 

Writers Guild meeting was held | 
Friday night (4). with John W. Van- 
dercook, newly elected regional vice- 
president, presiding. It was the first 
meeting since he and the new coun- 
cil members had _ been elected. 
Monthly meetings are to be held 
hereafter, the next 
for Jan. 8. 


| Stars Must Shine | 


Laas Continued from page 27 4 





opinion of 

















interpretation, package shows are 


exempted from the regulations, but the three months period, with 475,340 spots, 


individual artists must conform. 


Informal poll among high-earning 
performers indicates that many in- 
tend to continue their normal num- 
ber of guest-star appearances, even 
though they cannot be paid for any 
dates beyond the $67,000 gross in- 
come figure. Those expressing such 
an intention say they will continue 
the work for patriotic reasons, while 
others believe that continuation of 
their normal professional appear- 
ances is necessary to maintain their 
position before the public 


Chief question among those hit by 
the $25,000 ceiling is that in making 
appearances beyond the $67,000 limit 


that will be making a financial con- 
tribution to the sponsor companies 
rather than to to a war cause or to 
the Government Number of such 
people have expressed the idea that 
some ruling should be passed by th 
Treasury to permit them to earmark 
1 : 7 ¢ 





their fees to a legitimate charity o1 
War cause without making the m lia- 
ble for tax on such amount 
Under the revised regulations i 

sued by the Government last week 
it’s figured that artists may not onl, 
deduct their normal professional ex 
penses, such as agent fees, in com- 
puting their gross income, but mav 
also subtract such professional ex 
penses On appearances beyond the 


$67,000 limit They have been so 
advised by AFRA and are proceed- 
ing on that basis. 

Last week's revised interpretation 
apparently resulted almost entirely 
from AFRA’s agitation. The radio 


PHO HT OO OHOOY OOOOH, 


+ Payroll Traffic 


. 
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Boston— Stanley Mann, of WEEI 
sound effects department, and Ray 
Howard, announcer, 
has been with WEEI for two years 
and previously was with WHDH. 


Howard had been with station since | 


August, and from WLLH, 
Lowell. 

Arch MacDonald, WBZ announcer 
for the past six years, has been 
commissioned a lieutenant (j.g.) 
with Naval Reserve and has been 
ordered to active duty. 
doubled at station as script writer, 
production, and at one time handled 
publicity. 


came 


Kansas City.—Elda Walleger is a 


| new operator at KCKN. 


Guy Bates, new to radio, is the 
latest to the WHB announcing staff. 


Boston. — Ed Dinsmore, an- 
nouncer for past five years at WORL 
and head of its transcription depart- 
ment, has enlisted with the Signal 
Corps, U. S. Army, and leaves Dec. 
26 for officers’ training. In addition 


to his radio duties, Dinsmore was 
director at Joy Street Playhouse | 
here. 


Sandra Bruce has returned as an- 
nouncer to WCOP after three years 
in Hollywood. She is wife of Thqmas 
Conrad Sawyer, producer of Bob 
Hope show, and was previously at 
WCOP for four years. 
former 

joined the 
Also, Helga 


Cleveland—Alan Keys, 
WJR announcer, has 
WHK-WCLE | staff. 


in Army. Mann | 


Macdonald | 


Youngstown, 


jene of whom is expected to leave 
'shortly for the armed services. 

Ralph Edgar and Arthur Hannes, 
both WGAR announcers, have left 
for the armed services, making it 
numbers 12 and 13 for the studio. 
Added to the staff were Reg Merri- 
dew and Ray Spencer, latter from 
WCAE, Pittsburgh. 


Salt Lake City—Douglas Johnson 
is the 13th man to leave KDYI 
for the armed forces. He goes to 
the Navy. 





Cincinnati, John Maupin who 
studied radio at the University of 
Iowa, joined WSAI's announcing 
staff recently. Replaces Carl An- 


drews, who entered the Army. 


Fort Worth.—H. R. Turner, of the 
sales staff of WBAP-KGKO, has 
been promoted to commercial man- 
ager. He succeeds Roy Bacus; who 
received a commission in the Navy. 





Youngstown — Bill Marlowe, for- 
mer music director and announcer 
with WLOK, Lima, O., and WKST, 
Newcastle, Pa., has joined the staff 
of WKBN, Youngstown. 


Saskatoon, Sask.— Jack Cennon, 
spieler with CFwWwC, Saskatoon, into 
the Canadian army. 








Akron. -—- Mary Jean Schultz is 
|leaving WJW here to join WKBN, 
in charge of women’s 
activities. 


| 





Gary, Ind.—Lee Neal is new mem- 
| ber of WIND annourcing staff, com- 
ing from WPAR, Parkersburg, where 
he was news editor. 





Inside Stuff—Radio 





Radio stations sponsored 1,534,190 


spot announcements and 160,100 pro- 


September and October, according to a report prepared by the Nationai 


Association of Broadcasters. During 


the six-month period ending with Oc- 


tober, stations sponsored for the Government 3,075,830 announcements and 


346,175 programs. These figures do 


not include a substantial amount of 


time devoted to the war effort by commercial sponsors, nor do they in- 
| clude the many sustaining programs originated by networks and broad- 


| cast by affiliated stations. 


treasury led ail other Government agencies in announcements during 


Office of War Information, 


War Production Board, Office of Price Administration and the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture combined received 245,000 spots and 21,810 programs 


of various lengths. 


Navy received 128,940 spots; Army, 126,710: Marines. 


98,760; Coast Guard, 66,330: American Red Cross 66,330, Civil Service, 


65.190: doctors’ 
industrial 


training, 45,560: civilian 


and nurses’ recruiting, 47,110; labor recruiting and war 


defense announcements of all kinds 


46,650; fuel conservation, 30,740; USO, 22,660, and nutrition. 6,640. 


Fold of the Office of War 


Information’s guest 


serial stanza, ‘Victory 


Volunteers, last week from NBC resulted from the failure of Jane Crusin- 


verry to deliver a week’s 
program as scheduled. Appearance 


e | . ; + 
peciai scripts of 


f her ‘Story of Mary Marlin’ | 


of ‘Marlin’ on the special series had 


S¢ 
been set Dy the sponsor, Procter & Gamble, the Benton & Bowles agency 
and the OWI for the week of Nov. 23, but Miss Crusinberry was late with 


her promised scripts. 


week 
the same sc 
OWI to obtain 
Volunteers’ 


tory Front,’ 


a substitute a second 
series was ended. 


Woodbury’s reason for dropping 
‘ ar 


. ¢ RAs wT +l? - 
it Witt Mr. and Mrs. North Was 


re money for station facilities. It was found that if the 


A special edition of ‘Against the Storm,’ by Sandra 
and Gerda Michael, was substituted, 


and ‘Mary Marlin’ was postponed a 


serial. It was then too late for the 
week in a row, so the entire ‘Victory 


‘The Thin Man’ (NBC) and replacing 


i] 


4 —— 41 = 4 4 } 
Ww itcuuce tie eritrertainment DOlil ana 


account 


present Wednesday link were extended to the entire list of NBC station 


‘ Tela on; co tor 
rma eT lan 


OI I its 


time would 
rescramble the 
agency, Lennen & Mitchell, 
1 cheaper script show 


over $30.000 an- 
budget, the client, 


come to somewhat 
acting on t 


agreed to cancel ‘Thin 


ore entraining for Miami 
I and owner of 


his Staff 





studios by gas 


eating their lunches on the house. 


mem 


to name 24 of his g 
WADC, Akron, inaugurated a special 
More or less marooned at the 
rationing, the staff members are now 
Simmons converted a basement room 


Allen T 





pers, 


into a combination kitchen and lunchroom and hired a cook to set up 


153) 


ily lunches for the boys and girls who keep WADC running. 


Lionel Barrymore will do his Scrooge character exclusively for Sealtest 


(NBC) Thursday, Dec. 24. Lever 


Bros. had hoped that he would do 


union had submitted an elaborate | ‘Christmas Carol’ in his regular Wednesday night spot on CBS, but McKee 


brief asking just those concessions 


& Albright, agency on the Sealtest 


account, held to its contention that it 


and offering extensive evidence why | had received a prior commitment from Barrymore and that it would be 
unfair for the actor to broadcast the same Dickens story the day before, 


such an interpretation would be nec- 
essary to artists. No group 
made any such specific plea, though 
the Screen Actors Guild had merely 
given a blanket endorsement of the 
AFRA request. 


other 





Ted Goldsmith, chief associate in 
Dick Maney’s publicity office, into 
the Army. 


John Tuerk managing ‘This Little 
Hand,’ A. H. 
show. 


Woods’ comeback 


Dec. 23, for another client. 
WMCA, New York, 
which the Coordinator of 


gram 


gets a credit line on the ‘Magazine of the Air’ pro- 


Inter-American Affairs produces in 


WMCA’s studios, and airs in Latin America. Show airs in Portuguese and 


is not heard in the U. S. 





John Vandercook, NBC news commentator is doing the narration on 
,Columbia Picture’s special reel, ‘Our Second Front,’ being set for Dec. 11 
|release. Picture emphasizes the invasion of North Africa. 


| 


ing series 


1 
cod + the 
use 1? re 


quest for a commercial. 


CBS has deferred putting on Damon Runyon’s ‘The Turps’ as a sustain- 
It recently cut a sample installment and this will 


now be 
Bill Gernannt is Runyon’s agent. 





From the Production Centres 


FOOFt44440+ 








IN NEW YORK CITY... 


THe Rapio TrApve Is Discussinc: How the 38-year-old draft revision 
alters the network and agency manpower picture—AFRA’s success in 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|of absence 


| proceeds to the Coast next weekend, remaining there about 10 days 


} 


| 


| 


i 


being scheduled | $7ams broadcast for the Government during three months of August, | 


| 
| 


When the second deadline approached, Miss Crusinberry submitted | 
ripts as for her regular 


The other OWI guest-serial stanza. ‘Vic- | 
on CBS, continues indefinitely. 


|airer as 


getting the liberalized interpretation from the Government on the wage 


/ 


ceiling—The 10% scale increase in the AFRA-network sustaining code— 
George Washington Hill’s new a.k. musical program idea—The Compton 
agency's ‘pay-as-you-go’ serial test-tube scheme—Hedda Hopper’s 
burn-up at Jergens and Lennen & Mitchell. 


Stella Unger moved her ‘Hollywood News Girl’ series this week from 
NBC to the Blue....Ed Byron, director of ‘Mr. District Attorney,’ who 
has had his Army officer application for months and months. calls himself 
‘the Irish Dreyfus of World War Two’....Having recovered from illness 
Keith Kiggins, Blue station relations v.p., is back from Florida rest-up... : 
Jeanne Tedesche joined staff of WLIB as script writer....Richard J. Puff, 
chief statistician in the Mutual sales promotion office, given year’s leave 
because of illness....Leonard Levinson, special assignments 
head of OWI radio, gvas in N. Y. last weekend, went to Washington on 
Monday (7), to Detroit yesterday (Tuesday), is due in Chicago today and 
Dick Allan, WLIB announcer, is studying radio communications as an Army 
Signal Corps reservist....Grace Hellerson appointed Blue network book- 
ing manager, succeeding Grace Gunderman, resigned. Geraldine Bohne 
named booking supervisor....Charles LaCastro, recently inducted WLIB 
announcer, now stationed at Ft. Shelby, Miss....Morton Gould, conductor 
of the Jack Pearl-Cresta Blanca show, named musical director of the Wein- 
traub agency....Ben Coe, director of ‘Student Workshop’ on WLIB, joined 
ROTC David B. Howard now scripting for NBC shortwave....Rogert 
Sweet, of the Fred Waring choral group, doing solo series three mornings a 
week on WLIB....Douglas Edwards, formerly with WSB, Atlanta, joined 
CBS announcer staff....Evelyn Dworkin joined WLIB program staff and 
Dorothy Gordon joined same station's music department....Jack LIwis, 
scripter of the Frank Parker-Squibb show, authored ‘My Land at War’ 
prose pcem in last week’s Saturday Review of Literature....Jean Camp- 
bell joined NBC shortwave as news writer. Her husband, Lt. J. Shannon 
Jackson, is a flying fortress pilot serving abroad....L. Blau & Co., Brook- 
lyn cleaning firm, sponsoring seven hours of recorded music weekly on 
WLIB. 

First legit script to be read on Fritz Blocki’s ‘Audition Preview’ series 
starting Dec. 17 on the Blue will be Harry Kleiner's ‘A Wind Is Rising,’ 
a drama about present-day France. Cast will include Eddie Dowling, 
Claire Luce, Frank Lovejoy, Santos Ortega, John Brown, Selena Royle, 
Jean McCoy, Ethel Owen, Maurice Tarplin, Scott Douglas, Winfield Hon- 
ney, Boris Marshall, Stefan Schnabel and J. Malcolm Dunn....Harry 
Ackerman, Young & Rubicam production supervisor, and Sam Fuller, 
director of ‘Duffy's Tavern,’ in Pittsburgh this week to set up the Victory 
Bond show to be broadcast over five local stations Dec. 19 as a Westing- 
house presentation....American Television Society wrote NBC, CBS, 
Philco, Balaban & Katz, Don Lee and others last week, asking for the 
continuation of live television programs for the duration Marx Loeb, 
CBS staff director, slated for induction yesterday (Tuesday), 
the new 38-year-old draft ceiling. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Victor Borge moves his comicalities over to the Nelson Eddy 
a regular after putting in a full year on Kraft Music Hall 
Robert Hendricks transferred here from New York to head up the guest 
relations staff at NBC....CBS has parked a Jap two-man sub in the patio 
to help drum up war bond and stamp sales for the Treasury Department. 
You make a purchase and see the inside. Network recently sold bonds 
and stamps to 8,000 persons who made that investment to affix their John 
Henry’s to a P-38 Interceptor before it was turned over to the Army 
Dick Connor tendered a farewell party by southern California broadcasters 
before he shoved off for Washington to head up the station relations de- 
partment for Office of War Information. He also was gifted with a mill- 
tarv set and bonus for serving so well as coordinator between broadcasters 
and Fourth Fighter Command....Carlton KaDell, who left here some 
years ago as an announcer, is back as an actor in the male lead spot on 
‘The Second Mrs. Burton’....Marian Jordan, who plays Molly to her hus- 
band’s Fibber, reading pieces from home town papers to troops beyond 
lthe Pacific. Quarter-hour period is recorded five times weekly and put 
on the short wave beam. 

Elgin watch Christmas Day two-hour broadcast for the stay-at-homes 
and men in service will be studded with star talent. So far set are Don 
Bob Hope, Abbott and Costello, Bette Davis, Met Macs, 
Cass Daley and the Don Cossacks. Antony Stanford, who produced the 
Thanksgiving opus for the watchmaker, repeats... Myron Dutton pulled 
out as producer of the Ginny Simms program to head up production for 


savel by 


cigaret 


Ameche, m.c.; 


the two Orson Welles shows on CBS....Joy Storm moved up from pl D- 
ducer to head of special events and newscasts at NBC....Ernest de la 
Ossa, NBC's personnel director, here on a manpower checkup....They re 

ng gals now as pages at NBC, the collegiates having been called away 


‘IN CHICAGO .. . 


Tha ‘Nin Pa 
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Ak svich 





kins’ show, one of radio’s oldest daytime serials, started on 
its 10th year on NBC with the Dec. 4 broadcast. Occasion was celebrated 
with a dinner party on that night for the cast, author, network and agency 

the Racket Club here. Charles Egleston and Virginia Payne are the 


’ 
A 


nly members of the original cast still on the show Janet Niles is the 
fi gi announcer here on a regular station staff carrying a full an- 
neing schedules When her husband, Fred Niles, left WAAF to enter 
the armed forces, she picked up where he left off Jane Amar, star of 
NBC’s ‘Road to Danger,’ is carrying her left hand in a sling, the result 
ff an accident in her home, when a gla coffee-maker broke and severed 
a tendon in her left thumb....Joe Kelly saw his 18-year-old son off to 


l sworn into the U. S. Army Quartermaster 
Corp Adrienne Marden, of the ‘Junior Miss’ compagy at the Harr! 
hes playing the role of Anne Beecham in ‘Bachelor’s Chi 

| Ralph Martire, ‘Carnation’ program trumpeter, is father of a gi 1 recentl) 

|born at the Mother Cabrini Hospital....Hoosier Hotshots, heard regular]) 

'on the National Barn Dance program, appearing in person at the Oriental 

| theatre.... Margery Mayer, NBC ‘Hymns of All Churches’ chorister, draw- 
ing the plaudits of the city’s music critics for her singing with the Chicagu 

Civic Opera company, where she is now in her fifth season....Lou Jackob- 

free-lance local producer, will direct the Kraft Chorus on Bing 

|Crosby’s program for the fifth consecutive year. The group of 75 appears 
| twice yearly, at Christmas and at Easter, on the Crosby show....WBBM's 
|‘The Werps’ has changed its schedule from 3:45 p. m. thrice weekly to @ 

10 a. m. spot same days....The Chicago Sun has taken a 11 p. m. WMAQ 
spot nightly for an additional Air Edition to their half-hour broadcasts 
over WJWC. Arch Farmer is editing the stint which is voiced by Myron 

| Wallace....Hundreds of pumpkin pies were the result of a pie baking 

|contest sponsored jointly by WLS and the Chicago Times. Pies went to 
|the soldiers and sailors visiting the Chicago Service Men’s Centre....AP 

;news service has been added to WIJID facilities Lee Neal, formerly 

| with the West Virginia Network, has been added to the WIND announcing 


Fort Sheridan, where ne Wa 


tneatre, 


son, 


staff INS has been contracted for by WIND in addition to the Trans- 
| Radio and AP services....Newcomer to ‘Lone Journey’ cast is Jack Chal 
beck, who plays Stanley Jones....John J. Gillen, Jr.. manager of WOW 
Omaha, a Chicago visitor 
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OK B.O. Again Features Week of Met 
Opera, but Some Performances N.S.G. 





By EDDY SMITH 


The Metropolitan Opera Company’s | 
second week of the season (Dec. 2-7) 
was again featured by extraordinary 
b.o. with most of the performances 
rolling up a profit at reduced prices. 
Artistically, however, the perform- 
ances ranged from poor to fair. 

‘Lakme’ opened the week Wednes- 
day (2) to a sold-out house, but Lily 
Pons was forced to cancel due to a 
severe cold and Marie Wilkins, an 
operatic newcomer, substituted, The 
young soprano, having never sung | 
the role before, did a highly credit- 
able job in both acting and singing, 
considering the circumstances. Her 
voice is of pleasing texture, verges 
on falsetto in the upper registers, 
where the staccati work is not clear 
or true to pitch. It was obvious 
that she would crack on the high 
‘FE’ at the conclusion of the Bell Song, 
but, since everyone expected it, she 
received a splendid hand neverthe- 
less. Jacques Gerard, veteran 
French tenor, made his local debut 
without being any ball of fire. His 
voice is small, nasal and overstrained 
on the top tones. Ezio Pinza was 
the vocal and dramatic star, with 
his huge booming voice dwarfing 
the rest of the cast. Irra Petina pro- 
vided an excellent Mallika, and the 
ballet was much improved over last 
season. The chorus was a bit ragged. 
Wilfred Pelletier did a good job in 
the pit. 

Pinza In Top Form 

‘Don Giovanni,’ Thursday (3), fea- 
tured the men, with Bruno Walter 
turning in a magnificent conducting 
job to keep the opera moving at a 
terrific clip. Ezio Pinza’s Don Gio- 
vanni improves yearly and the bass 
dominates the stage with his superb | 
vocalism and swashbuckling acting. | 
Salvatore Baccaloni is without ques- | 
tion the best Leporello the Met has | 
had since the days of Chaliapin, | 
with his acting and singing being | 
on an almost unapproachable plane. | 
His ‘Madamia il catalogo’ and Pinza’s | 
‘Fin’chal dal Vino’ drew the most | 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





applause of the evening. 

Richard Crooks provided a credit- 
able Ottavio and both ‘Dalla 
and Pace’ and ‘Il Mio Tesoro’ with a 
clear full line and excellent breath 
control. Zinka Milanov’s high tones | 
frequently were out of focus, but her 
mezza-voce singing was exquisite. 
Jarmila Novotna had the style, 
beauty and acting ability, but her | 
voice can no longer cope with the | 
music Marita Farrel and Mack | 
Harrell were just acceptable 
Zerlina and Masetto. 

‘Tristan und Isolde,’ Friday (4), re- 
turned to the repertoire after an ab- 
since April 2, 1941, when 
sten Flagstad sang her last Isolde 


sang 
sang 


as 


sence 


Kit 


here. The Flagstad mantle was 
picked up by Helen Traubel, who 
turned in a brilliant singing exhibi- | 
tion, Well,trained and coached, the | 
American soprano’s superb voice cut | 
over the orchestra in the first act, | 
but for some reason after that she! 


in much pianissimo singing 
inaudible. Her work in 


indulge d 
which 


was 


the first act was indicative of the | 
fact that she will be able to cope | 
well with the role vocally when | 
she is more ceriain of herself. | 


Dramatically, her figure is against | 
her, and her acting ability is with- 


out inspiration. | 
Lauritz Melchior’s Tristan was a| 
grandiose figure aramatically, and | 
vocally a tower of strength as usual 
Julius Huehn was in some vocal | 
difficulties; Kerstin Thorborg Sang 


and acted a brilliant Brangaene, and 
Alexander Kipnis’s Mark was, 
usual, a highlight of the performance. 


as 


Erich Leinsdorf in the pit seemed too | 
intent on helping Miss Traubel, to | 
the detriment of the orchestra, and 
the prompter was in brilliant voice 


and could generally be heard above 
ail the-principals. 
Albanese’s ‘Traviata’ 
Saturday afternoon (5), ‘Traviata,’ | 
first 


its 


performance of the season, 
with Licia Albanese assuming the 
title role for the first time in the 
U.S. The soprano proved one of the 


best Violettas of recent years at the 
Met, looking well and acting with a 
Simple grace that was throughly cap- 
tivating. 

Her singing was most brilliant in 


the upper registers, where the top | 
‘C's’ in ‘Sempre libera’ rang the | 
rafters. All in all it was a fine por- | 
trayal of the tragic character. 


Charles Kullman’s Alfredo is well 
sung without being vocally exciting, 

he looked well. Lawrence Tib- 
bett enerall voice, did a 


! ? iy o0”0 
(tt, In ge) ally gooa 


and 


| repeated 


| sten’s 


| shared 


| strong w 


good job on ‘Di Provenza il Mar’ but 
wandered from pitch on the duet 
‘Dite all Giovine’ with Albanese. 

gi Sodero conducted with ample 
re. 


‘Faust,’ Saturday evening (5), was 
featured by the brilliant singing of 
Raoul Jobin in the title role. The 
French tenor at the zenith of his 
powers is just about the best lyric 
tenor at the Met. His high ‘C’ in 
‘Salut demeure’ has not been dup- 
licated for its power and brilliance 
since the vocal prime of Martinelli, 
and his phrasing, diction, excellent 
costuming and acting ability made 
him a complete standout. Helen 
Jepson sang generally well as Mar- 
guerite, but had considerable dif- 
ficulty with her higher notes. Nor- 
man Cordon’s Mephisto has im 
proved vocally and his acting is ex- 
cellent. Francesco Valentino was 
adequate as Valentine, and Irra 
Petina provided a sparkling Siebel. 
Wilfred Pelletier led a lively or- 
chestra and again the ballet was out- 
standing. 


Melton Clicks 

‘The Magic Flute,’ repeated for the 
second time this season Monday (7), 
featured the Met debut of James 
Melton, long a popular radio and 
concert singer. Melton disclosed an 
excellent lyric tenor, used with con- 
summate artistry and skill. His 
phrasing and diction were exemplary 
and he was a commanding figure on 
the stage. He should be a most val- 
uable asset to the Met. Of the others 
in the cast, Josephine Antoine stood 
out with a sensational display of 
vocal fireworks as the Queen of the 


Night. In her first aria she ran the 
gamut from dramatic soprano to 
coloratura with flexibility and ac- 
curacy. Her diction and acting both 
fine. 


John Brownlee was again an amus- 
ing Papageno:; Ezio Pinza a power- 
ful Sarastro:; Norman Cordon an ex- 
cellent High Priest; Lillian Raymondi 
a coquettish Papagena, and Jarmila 
Novotna a stately, if vocally insig- 
nificant, Pamina. Bruno Walter con- 





ducted with blazing intensity. 
Fine Singing in Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 8. 
The semi-final week of the Chi- 


cago Opera Co.’s 32d season was fea- 
tured by a brilliant ‘Boheme’ per- 
formance given Wednesday (2), with 
Grace Moore and Armand Tokatyan 
as the stars. 

The soprano was in her best voice, 
and her acting was on an equally 
high plane. The tenor, about to start 
his 20th Met season, also was in bril- 
liant voice, with his ‘Che gelida ma- 


nina’ stopping the show Dorothy 
Kirsten provided a brilliant vocal 
and dramatic Musetta,. and George | 
Czaplicki, the Marcello, was’ also 


outstanding. 

The week had opened 
tial performance of ‘Pagliacci 
‘Cavalleria Rusticana. Giovy 
Martinelli, in supreme voice 
off honors in the first named 
Miss Kirsten ran 
second with her 
Nedda and John Charles Thomas’ 
‘Prologue’ tied up the performance. 
In ‘Cavalleria,’ Dusolina Giannini 
was the star, with the sopran 
ering her music with an impassioned 
intensity reminiscent of Claudio Mu- 


with the ini- 
ana 
anni 
carried 
opera 
») 
Litss 


+) 4 7 ~ 
tine tenor a 


excellently sung 


zio. Sidney Rayner sang well as 
Turridu, but was much too stout. 


Carlo Morelli was an acceptable Al- 
fio, and Robert Lawrence, making his 
debut as a conductor, led a powerful 
orchestra in brilliant style. with a 
firm hold over his singers, who car- 
ried through the opera with no pause 
for applause. 


‘Carmen,’ Friday (4), had the ram- 


bunctious Jan Kiepura as it tal 
with the tenor shouting his top tones 
to the gallery and acting all over 
the stage to. win the plaudits of the 
| multitude. Coe Glade’s Carmen 


found the veteran mezzo in fair voice 
and her familiar characterization wa 

Carlo More lli wa an ac- 
ceptable Toreador, and Mi Kir- 
Michela was outstanding. 

Saturday afternoon (5), in “Tosca, 
Grace Moore and Giovanni Martinelli 
The soprano’s Tosca 
sung with immense power and 
top tones. The tenor 
th ‘Recondita Armonia’ and 
‘E lucevan le Stelle.’ and his acting 
was on the same vein. Alexander 
Sved’s Scarpia was poor. 

Saturday evening 


honors. 
was 
ringing 


was 


‘Aida’ 


(5) in 
the title role 


Stella Roman starred in 

Coe Glade messed up Amneris badly 
with poor acting and singing, ana 
Kiepura shouted himself hoarse as 
Rhadames. 

Jennie Tourel, mezzo soprano for- 
merly of the Met opera, has been 
engaged as soloist w the Boston | 
Symphony Dee. 4 and 5 in Debussy’ 
‘La Demoiselle Blue Singer will 
also appear W th ne Philadelp! 
La S U ( C ’ 


Met’s 114G Profit 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. 
of N. Y. closed its second week 
Monday (7) with an estimated 
gross of $63,500, or a net profit 
of approximately $1,500. Six 
performances were given in the 
five days, with estimates as 
follows: 

Wednesday (2), ‘Lakme,’ gross, 
$12,500; profit, $1,500. 

Thursday (3), ‘Don Giovanni,’ 
gross, $11,000; broke even. 





Friday (4), ‘Tristan Und 
Isolde,’ gross, $12,000; profit, 
$1,000. 
Saturday afternoon, (5), ‘Tra- 
viata,’ gross, $12,500; profit, 
$1,500. 


Saturday evening (5), ‘Faust,’ 
gross, $8,000; profit, $1,000. 


Monday (7), ‘Magic Flute,’ 
gross, $7,500; loss, $3,500. 


PLAN TO EASE 
INDPLS. SNAG 
ON ORCH 


Indianapolis, Dec. 8. 

Plans for a series of industrial con- 
certs, to be sponsored by local plants 
and business firms for benefit of 
employees, are being developed by 
the Indianapolis Symphony orches- 
tra as an answer to financial prob- 
lems made acute by cancellation of 
its eastern tour and curtailment of 











other out-of-town activities by 
transportation difficulties. 
Considerable interest has _ been 


shown in the idea since a successful 
test in a special concert bought by 





» deliv- 


the P. R. Mallory Company, Inc., 
manufacturers of electric instru- 
ments, at the Murat theatre Nov. 30. 
The affair was open to employes of 
the plant and their friends and about 
1,600 attended. The company is un- 
i derstood to have paid the orchestra 
| $1,500 for the performance, which 
| was mostly velvet, since it came out 
of the musicians’ regular time. The 
orchestra has the theatre for the sea- 
son. 

Fabien Sevitzky, who directed, ar- 
ranged a pop program for the occa- 
|sion, high-lighted by the world pre- 
,/miere of Aurora Borealis, a fantasy 
| by Charles Wakefield Cadman, with 
| the composer appearing as soloist. 
Plant workers, most of whom prob- 
ably never had attended a symphony 
concert before, seemed to enjoy 
| themselves, 


Personnel and public relations men 


of other local industries have been 
| making inquiries with a view to 


sponsoring similar concerts, both as 
a morale builder among their own 
people and as a civic gesture to nelp 
orchestra over the war-time 
hump. Some of the smaller plants, 
which don’t have enough employees 
to justify a concert singly, are con- 
| sidering doubling up for the purpose. 


the 





| Concert Reviews 








LOTTE LEHMANN 


Soprano 

(i-_ on 4 7 7 » ll , ¢ 

Town Hall, N. Y., Dee. 5, 42 

| Jf there is a greater lieder singer 
than Lotte Lehmann, she is hiding 


; somewhere. In the past decade, the 


veteran Met soprano has stood head 
and shoulders over her contempo- 
raries. Admittedly the high notes 
are not what they were 25 years ago, 
but the quality of the voice is fresh 
and youthful, the fine spun legato 
and } simo effects exhibit ample | 
breath control and the chest notes 
are rich and resonant. The fine in- 
terpretations and superb diction of 
the singer also help put her in a 
class by herself. A sold-out house, 
| filled with Miss Lehmann’s col- 
| leagues from the Met, was present 
'to demand and to receive innumer- 


able encores. Eddy. 
JAN SMETERLIN 
Pianist 
Town Hall, N. ¥., Dec. 4, °42 

Jan Smeterlin’s recitals continue to 
improve in quality each season. In 
this annual recital he exhibited all 
his customary dexterity and fine 
musicianship with a deeper sense of 
values. He ibordinated his own 
playing skill to the music, and both 
the artist and the composers were 
the gainers thereby. Eddy. 





Eugene Conley, San Carlo Opera 
has been engaged by the Chi- 
Opera Co. for “Tales of Hoff- 


| 
} 





New Opera Review 








‘MACBETH’ 
Opera 
Broadway theatre, N. Y., Dec. 2, ’42 

Last of the season’s offerings by 
the New Opera Co., Verdi’s ‘Mac- 
Beth’ was the best from a vocal and 
artistic standpoint, and was present- 
ed on a higher plane than any Ital- 
ian opera this year at the Met. 

One of Verdi’s earlier works, it 
is crammed with powerful and 
melodious music. Why it has been 
neglected for over 80 years by the 
major opera companies is a mystery. 

The performance brought back 
two of last season’s stars, Florence 
Kirk, possessor of a full, rich so- 
prano, and Jess Walters, whose voice 
is the equal of most any baritone 
at the Met. The soprano, obviously 
nervous, sang vvell, but her acting, 
while improved, was still somewhat 
stilted. Walters took first honors in 
the vocal and dramatic departments. 
Roberto Silva was ane excellent 
Banquo, and the Mexican possesses 
a good bass voice. Robert Marshall, 
looking very young, sang in a light, 
pleasant lyric tenor. The chorus was 
excellent and the staging and scen- 
ery all very effective. Conducting of 
Fritz Stiedry was heavy-handed. 

Saturday afternoon (5), in a re- 
peat performance, Regina Resnik, 
20-year-old dramatic soprano, made 
her first appearance of the season 
as Lady MacBeth. Her voice is rich 
and brilliant, in the upper register 
especially, She is a looker and 
handles herself with the cool as- 
surance of a veteran. It was a most 
auspicious debut in a trying part. 


Hub Symph Wins Right 
From AFM to Engage 
Tooters of Own Choice 





Symphony orchestra conductors 
and managers can now import musi- 
cians from any jurisdiction of the 
U. S. or Canada without permission 
of the local board under terms of a 
contract signed Thursday (3) by 
James C. Petrillo, president of the 
!American Federation of Musicians, 
|and the trustees of the Boston Sym- 
phony. New pact brings into AFM 





|fold the only major symph in the | 


|country that had been non-union. 


| bling block in the six months of ne- 
gotiations carried on between Petril- 
lo and Henry Cabot, representing 
trustees of the Hub orchestra. 
Cabot demanded the right of Serge 
Koussevitzky, syrmph conductor, to 


| engage an instrumentalist from any 
| part of the country without consult- 
ing the Boston musicians’ local. Un- 
der terms of contract, Koussevitzky 
becomes a member of AFM, as well 
as the 105 musicians who comprise 


ithe orch’s personnel. 


ables the symph and Koussevitzky 
to return to radio and recording 
| studio in the case of the latter, 


when and if the AFM ban on record- 
| making is lifted. 


'ARMY CAMP HAS ITS 
~~ OWN CONCERT SERIES 


Fort Hancock, N. J.. Dec. 8 

Under the direction of Corporal 
John Harrold, 22-year-old on of 
late Orville Ha considered one 
of the great American tenors, the 
lfirst U. S. Army concert series in 
the history of the country has beer 
established here. 

Concert ne é re give 
once a mont at tne auditorium 
with an overflow crowd of 2,000 
soldiers present each time. Corporal 
Harrold, himself a tenor, has built 
ljup a glee club of 40 soldiers, who 
have trained as singers now in Ss€v- 
eral languages. Guest stars partici- 
pate. 

Last performance was ‘Carmen 


the 


with Lily Djanel, of the Met, in 
title role, Corporal Harrold singing 


Jose, Grace Panvini sing Michela, 
Private Lanni Russel ¢cting as ‘solo 
ancer and the 52nd Coast Artillery 
Band providing the orche 
This next month it is hoped to 
give ‘Traviata vit Jarmila 10- 
votna of the Met Jean Tennyson 
Rohner W ce vi a Pa le 
also he appear ina Jj 
ncert. I I J Miss Dijanel 
i e M appr n tl 
t : P of ‘We | 


Hiring clause was the chief stum- | 


Agreement with the AFM now en- | 


New Qpera Co. Loses $150,000, But 
Enlivened by Slugging Soprano 








The New Opera Co. closed its 
second N. Y. season yesterday (Tuese- 
day) at the Broadway with a per- 
formance of ‘Macbeth.’ The company 
ran five weeks this year, in compari- 
son to four last season, and the 
$150,000 deficit of 1941 was equalled 
this year. 

With the opera outfit’s heads 
changing their minds suddenly, the 
Broadway was something of a mad- 
house last week. One opera was an- 
nounced, but upon scant notice an- 
other went on. It was ‘Macbeth,’ 
regarded as the company’s best effort 
last season. As a result of the switch, 
there was said to have been less than 
$300 in the house the first night. With 
rehearsals of one kind or another 
daily, the extra cost of stagehands 
and musicians for a week was re- 
ported to have been $5,300. Extra 
ad space in the dailies was bought to 
set forth excerpts of the nctices, yet 
it was fairly well known that the 
opera would stop pronto a few days 
later. 

New Opera people also have ‘Rosa- 
linda,’ 44th Street, and it was hoped 
that that show would help finance 
the operatic project, but the opera 
was budgeted so highly that profits 
from ‘Rosalinda’ could hardly take 
care of the expensive operations at 
the Broadway. 

‘Macbeth’ had its special excite- 
ments backstage, which included an 
argument between Florence Kirk, a 
leading soprano, and Hans Busch, the 
| Stage director. Songstress insisted on 
appearing in the first act dolled up 
in a ‘luscious red and purple velvet 
costume,’ the properiy of Eaves cos- 
tume firm. Busch said the colored 
velvet affair didn’t match the setting 
| nor the atmosphere of act one of 
| ‘Macbeth.’ He hid the frock. Miss 
| Kirk found it and went on, with 
Busch getting all steamed up. As she 
was going on later to take a bow, he 
| held her arm and she socked him in 
| the face. Busch then took the velvet 
| affair home and said he'd not give it 
|up until ‘Macbeth’ closed. 





‘HEIFETZ, ILL, CANCELS 
PITT SYMPH DATE 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 

Jascha Heifetz had to cancel his 
two guest appearances last week-end 
|with Fritz Reiner’s Pittsburgh Sym- 
phony on account of illness. Mickael 
|Rosenker, concertmaster with local 
symph, was hastily substituted in the 
'solo spot. Efforts are being made to 
bring Heifetz here at a later date. 


t was the second time this season 
ithat a scheduled guest artist had 
|failed to put in an appearance for 
Reiner. First time was just a few 
weeks ago, when Henri Temianka, 
| Violinist and Rosenker’s pred: or 
las concertmaster, had to beg off on 


}account of war work 


St. L. Symph Unmindful 
| Of War Restrictions 


St. Louis, Dec. 8. 
The St. Louis Symphony, under 
the baton of Vladimir Golschmann, 
is back from the first of its. mid- 
west tours and, unle the Govern- 
ment interferes, will go through 
with two more before the season 
end The town ted wv e Laf - 
tt Ind., for the stucdents-at Pur- 
€ Ur r ( ( Jackson 
nd Battle Creek, M nd Spr - 
field, Il 
The | rene " ne ¢ the 
engare) th or e in 
Cir nnat t ( r I f 
api n ( I le l icn 
out-of-town engagemen’‘ Ten < iys 
ago the local symph filled a cane 
celled contract of the Cincinnati 
orch at the University of Missouri, 


Columbia, Mo. 


Symph Notes in English 


ave 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 


More power to the ope i- -Eng- 
lish fraterr Du I it to 
if W tne - 

t if 4 r 
monontie overture nda o on in 
I h? Whe the ogram prints 
or the announcer ) that So-and- 
> J S) i Movee 
A] f { B ‘M ito 
a Whatsi A e guy 
‘ nean °° 

i MacAtee. 
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usse, $26,000, in S. 


F, Stabile, 19146 


n Chi, Both Solid: Crosby Swings 


OX 226 in Philly, 


for This Week) 
(Adams: 1.- 


(Estimates 


Count Basie, Newark 


950: 35-40-65-75-99)—With ‘Mexican 
Spitfire Sees Ghost’ (RKO). Head- | 
ing for nice $17,000 

Henry Busse, San Francisco | 


(Golden Gate; 2,850: 44-55-75)—Plus 
*‘Strictiv in Groove’ (U). Solid $26,- 
000. mostiv on band draw 

Milt Britton, Indianapolis (Keith's: 
1.200: 28-35-44-55)—Plus ‘Baby Face 
Morgan’ (PRC) and acts. Band. with 
no other name support and little help 
from film. will do fair $4.560 in four 


days 

Bob Crosby. Philadelphia (Earle: 
2.768: 35-46-57-68-75)—With ‘Street 
of Cl (Par) on. sereen. To 


of the credit 
into the till 

York (Strand: 2.- 
756; 35-55-65-75-85-99-S1.10) With 
‘Gentleman Jim’ (WB) on = ser2en. 
Currently on second week looks $40.- 
000 or bit over. good, although this 
represents considerable of a dip from 
initial $52,500. However, 


eS most 


eons 


Glen Gray, New 


Crosby's band g 
1d $29 000 


for go¢ 


stanza s 


opening week included Thanksgiving 
day. 

Woody Herman. New York (Pavra- 
mount: 3.064: 35-55-85-99-$1.19 )— 
With Hazel Scott, others, on stage 
‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) on scre 
Begins fifth week today (Wedn 
day); fourth through last night 
(Tuesday) hit close to $60,000, very 
strong. while third was $75,000. Show 
remains through Christmas week for 
run of 49 day longest in 16-y: 
historv of hor 

Hal McIntyre, Bostor RKO Bos- 
ton: 3.200; 44-55-65-75-85 )—With Mary 
Small, Jackie Miles. others: ‘Thunde 
Birds’ (20th) Not too bi oht a show 
and biz here is gt rally off, any- 
wav: $24.000 

Russ Morgan, Minneapoli (Or- 
pheum: 2,800; 35-44-55)—With ‘Seven 


and vaude. Ini- 
$14.000. 
Angeles 


(M-G) 
tial visit of band. Fail 
Ada Leonard, Los 


o : 
oweetnearts 


(Or- 


Basie, 176, Newark 


33-44-55-65)—With 
‘Busses Roar’ (WB) (1st run) and 
‘Mystery of Marie Roget’ (U) (2d 
run). Band and stage show respon- 
sible for better portion of fair $13.000. 
Cleveland (Palace: 
13.700: 40-60-70)—With ‘Nightmare’ 
(U) and Bonnie Baker. on stage. 
Average $18,500, with not much help 
from picture. 

Dick Rogers, New York (State; 39- 
| 44-55-75-99-$1.10) With ‘Nightmare’ 
!(U) on sereen. Business slow, with 
| only about $19,000 indicated, slender. 
| Dick Stabile, Chicago (Oriental; 
13.200: 28-33-44-55)—Coupled wiih 
| ‘Boss Big Town’ (PRC). Nice $19,500, 
with virtually entire draw. 

Lawrence Welk, Chicago (Chicago: 
4.000 35-55-75)—Plus ‘Major and 
{Minor (Par), both second week. 
Fine $39.000 for holdover session on 
this strong combo, 


{pheum; 2.290; 


Tony Pastor, 


| 


band 


‘LOVE MOVING IN FROM 


Eddie Love. former executive sec- 


retary of the San Francisco local of | 


the American Federation of Musi- 
has been appointed assistant to 
James C. Petrillo. He will 
headquarter in New 


Love takes the place of Leo Clues- 


Cians. 
president 
York. 


ho was recently elected ex- 
ecutive secretary of the AFM, to re- 
place the late Fred Birnbach. 


Rockwell to Coast 
Thomas G 
Ge eral An 
from N. Y. 


six weeks 


}mann, WV 


tockwell, president of 
sement Corp., shoves off 
tomorrow (Thurs.) for a 
t California. As 
vacation 


ay in 
usual. it’s a combination 
and biz jaunt 
He has a 
jnear Los Angeles. 


large ranch at Duarte, 














$F. AS PETRILLO AIDE 


Was There Any Doubt? 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 

James C. Petrillo, president, 
and the entire executive slate of 
the Chicago Federation of Musi- 
cians, Local No. 10, were re- 
elected last week for a period of 
five years Installation of of- 
ficers January 12 will mark the 
beginning of Petrillo’s 2Ist yea 
as president of the 





local. 


Up until 1937 officers were 
elected for a two-year period 
By-laws and constitution were 


changed at that time and present 
officers | their first five- 


began 
year term in December of that 
year. 


Lunceford Big 
At Ritz, $1,604; 








(Estimates) 


Sunny Dunham (Shubert T.. New 
Haven, Conn., Dec. 6). One-day 


stand of band and vaude enticed an 
approximate 4,500 admissions at 75c 
top; okay. 

Jimmy Lunceford (Ritz B., Bridge- 
}port, Conn., Dec. 6). Lunceford 
'played to an estimated 1.336 dancers 
|here at $1.20: great. 

McFarland Twins (Totem Pole B, 
Auburndale, Mass., Dec. 2-5). On 
fourth straight weekend McFarlands 
withstood general nosedive due to 
| Cocoanut Grove fire, playing to nice 
5.000 total at $1.45 pair to 
| $3.625. 





| 








Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price. This compilation is based on the period from Monday- 
Saturday.) 





Covers Totai 

Weeks Past Covers 

tand Hotel Pinyed Week On Date 
Jan Savitt so cdebeOe GEGee TOME vc avedaeosscicaes 2,800 11,675 
Ray Heatherton*. .Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............ 32 650 22.395 
Vaughn Monroe*.Commodore (500; $1-$1.50).......... 9 2.025 19.575 
Lani McIntire*... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 43 1800 67,650 
Mitchell Ayres ..Lincoln (225; $1.50-$2) ............ 0 7450 450 
Benny Goodman*.New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)....... - 2 2.300 19,975 
Bob Allen ...... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50).. 9 1,800 15,775 
Guy Lombardo ..Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)....... 8 1450 = 12,150 
Xavier Cugat*....Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50).... 1 3,000 3.000 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. +2 days. 


Chicago 


Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House: 600; $3-$4.50 min.). Wil- 


|liams and floor show headed by The Hartmanns terrific draw here, keep- 


Dunham Okay 


|ing the room filled most of the time; 4,200 people last week. 


Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Kassell, a 


|local favorite, drew around 1,800 last week. 


| 
| 





Alvino Rey (Panther Room, Sherman hotel: 800; $1.25-$2.50 min.). Fin- 
ished 4-week run with 4,700 people during the week. Never came up to 
draw of preceding bands 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; $2.50 min.), Building 
up as society favorite. With Renee DeMarco co-billed, room catered to 
1,800 people last week. 

Henry King (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel: 1,100; $1.25 min.), 
Business continues good here with 2,000 diners last week. 


Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Not hit hard as others by 
gas rationing, but slowed down nonetheless to no better than 2,000 covers 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Downtown hotels fast filling 
due to gas pinch and this spot happily located for that trade. Weekend 


| the saving grace for a count of around 3,000. 
| 


2ross | 


Jerry Wald-Tony Brown (Raymor- | 


Playmor B., Boston, Dec. 4-5). Wald | 
is favorite here and, teamed with 
local outfit, played to excellent 3.400 


spite dip due to Grove fire. 
Herby Woods (Brooklin C. C 
Philadelphia, Dec. 5). Drew nicely 


for a local band with 625 stompers 


laying $1.10 on the line per head. 


Band Bookings 
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DOLORES 


And Her Orchestra 


Featuring the unique four-girl string seciion. 


Currently 


ESSEX HOUSE 
(New York) 


ON THE AIR TUESDAYS-THURSDAYS 
12:30-1:60 A.M. EWT, OVER THE CBS NETWORK 


Opening Dec. 14 in Detroit's 
BOOK CADILLAC HOTEL 


(Indefinite Engagement) 


SINCERE THANKS TO XAVIER CUGAT FOR MAKING 
MY AMERICAN DEBUT SUCCESSFUL. 


Music Corp. of America 


: 


> 
2 


B43 


* 


* 








Charlie Barnet, Dec. 26, private 
| Party, Cleveland; 27, Nu-Elms Ball- 
Youngstown, O.; 28, Arena, 

Can.; 31, week, Orpheum 
Minneapolis; Jan. 15, 
Paradise theatre, Detroit: 22, 
Regal theatre, Chicago; 29, 
week Circle theatre, Indianapolis. 
Gray Gordon, Dec. 29. 


room, 
Toronto, 
theatre, 
| week 
week. 


| 
| 


two weeks, 


| Palomar Ballroom, Norfolk. Va. 

| Jack Teagarden, Dec. 15, private 

| party, Wilmington, N. C.: 16, Chero- 
kee Casino, Augusta, Ga.; 18 Aud., 

| Montgomery, Ala.: 19, Maxwell 


Fie! i 


| tham 


Montgomery. Ala.: 20. Do- 
theatre, Dotham, Ala 
| Milt Britton, Dec. 12. two 
| Arizona Club, Phoenix, 
Paramount Studios, 


weeks, 


| indef,, 
wood 
Fletcher Henderson, Dec. 18. Del 
|Rio Ballroom, Kankakee, IIl.: Feb. 
| 5-18. New Kenmore hotel, Albany. 
N. Y 


Holly- 


Shep Fields, Dec. 15, three week 
hotel, Washington, D. C 


McGee, Dec. 18. 
Arcadia Ballroom, 


Roosevelt 
| Johnny 
| \ eeks, 
| York 
| McFarland Twins, Dec. 25. week. 

Ly ew Ss State, Ne \A Yor k. 


Neu 


Jean Wald to Coast 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 
Wald, former 


girl band 


j 
) Jean leader of all- 


gave up out 
isome time Frederick 
Bros., has been transferred by that 
| organization from its Chicago head- 
Hollywood to set up a 
unit 


here who 


ago to join 


|; quarters to 
! . 
ismall cocktail 


ff 


' + . 
the Coast office. 


department it 


Molina and 


Carlos band now it 
the El Dorado Room of the Commo- 
dore Perry hotel. Toledo 





penta 





in two days at 85c-75c for $2.720, de- | 


a 





iby opening 
iso that for 
| Oliver's 


| week, 


Boston 


fire caused the closing of all Boston nightclubs and 
with entertainment on Tuesday (1), but 

Friday (4). Patrons unaware of 
which, along with city-wide gloom over 
mere handful in attendance on Friday). 

Eddy Oliver (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover) 
chief attraction, was headed for a record-breaking 
weekend biz. But Grove disaster w 
Monday (Nov. 30) and Friday-Saturday 
band accounted for fine 600 covers, 
Chick Floyd (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 
Floyd did well to play to 450 covers over 


Grove 
rooms 


(Cocoanut 
hotel dining hotels were 
permitted to 
shutteri ig, 


reope? were sudden twn- 


holocaust, resulted 1 
Morton Downey, 
engagement, judging 
recked the opportunity, 
(4-5), 
considering circumstance 
450: $1 cover). On fourth 
Friday-Saturday, only 


Downey with 


| late nights, with above matter in view. 


Aria: 28, | 


| May 


| 
| 


Tiny Hill, Dex 18. Purdue U. 
| Lafayette, Ind.; 26, Crystal Ball- | 
room, Colomoa Michigan: 27. Ar- 

mory, Gary, Ind 

International Sweethearts of 
Rhythm, Jar 8. week, Apollo the- 

itre, Ni York; 17, Tur Arena 
W i ped , DD , 

Louis Pi ma, D« 12 » ) 

} Ballroo Pottsto , Pa 14. T 
el \ Was! wn, 2. tz 4a 
Pal B 

fo \ 

Frankie Masters, Ds 
Keit theatre, Bo 1; 18 x da 
Temple theatre Rovheste , N ‘ 


four | 


| 


it | 


|; weekend. 





St. Louis 


Nick Stuart (Club Continental, Hotel Jefferson: 800; $1-$2 min.). Be- 
ginning of gasoline rationing and ice storm that made streets dangerous fot 
two days clipped biz at this downtown spot. Despite these setbacks Stuart, 
now in his 11th week, drew a total of 2,500. Phil D’Rey, ventiloquist, added 
to the floor show. 


. . 

Minneapolis 
Jimmy Richards (Minnesota Terrace: Nicollet hotel; $1-$1.50 min.). Sy!l- 
via Froos, heading three-act floor show, a sensation here although band 
filling the bill Other acts are Robertos and Lorraine Verno Final 
week for band and acts but Miss Froos being held over. Good 550 nightly 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 
Gene Krupa (Palladium B, Hollywood, fourth week). Not 
days any more 
Freddy 


where it 


like the old 
with the hefty weekend 

Far out 
young ‘uns 


and won't get past 16,000, even 
Slack (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal 
takes petrol to get to but 
ring up 3.500 on the week. 

Jan Garber (Trianon B, Southgate, Cal., fourth week). When this band 
this way there must be something wrong. After three 
record-wrecking weeks the boom was lowered on trade and down came the 


sixth week). 


punching away for the 


starts to slip out 


count to 4.500. 
Muzzy Marcellino (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood, ninth week). Hut 
but not badly by gas rationing, checking in with around 4,000. Nils Gran- 
nd’s floor show the main draw 
Hal Grayson (Casino N. Hollywood, first week) Ice show plaved up 
rl Lit t lake a trongel ) 0 ft ’ tnat » beat I 
ye e | to t ) 2 000 
Chicago) 
Lou Breese (Chez Parcs 650: $3-$3.50 min.). Comb atior yf Sopt 
| cer and Lo Breese loing big busine he 4200 peopl la 
500: $1.25 L.00 Marx 1 


Chicago Marx ( 


Blackhawk: 
fo ’ itio Entert 


4.100 last week. 


(Minneapolis) 
650; no cover or min.). Local band plus flo 
Henderson returns Dec. 23. Mild 300 averags 


Bob Owens (Happy Hour: 
show filling in until Fletcher 


nightly attendance. 





TT 





Playing Safe 2 Ways “RIDE ON” 
‘Pit burgh, Dec. 8. anil 
Eddie Weitz, veteran Pittsburgh 66 _ . | r99 
band leader, did two things before IT S SAND. MAN 
he shoved off for the army over the 


Newest Columbia Record 


COUNT BASIE 


And His Orchestra 


He announced his engage- 

Jerry Richards, who has 
vocalist for the last 12 
years. and then turned his outfit over 
to her for the duration 


ment to 


heer his 











She'll continue to ing with the — ae 
orch as well as baton it, using the Per. Met.: MILTON EBBINS 
Je : Rich mut acing ‘Gisected by Dir. William Morris Agency 
Je Richards.’ 
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Relief for the Agencies 





Band agencies are breathing easier since last week's clarification 
of the recently enacted $25,000 net earnings law. 
payments by bands will be contfolled only by the amount of work 
secured for the bands (within the law’s limits) each agency handles 
removes a serious threat to the agencies. 
agency couldn’t receive in commissions from each leader more than 
$6,700, which is 10% of the total gross a maestro could earn, to pocket 


a net of $25,000. 


Under the clarification of the law, items such as transportation, | 
publicity, advertising, personal manager and all operating expenses 
necessary to continuing in business will be allowed over and above the 
$67,000 which a leader personally can earn to net 25G for himself. 
These exemptions, of course, are subject to the Treasury Depart- 
ment’s okay, and must conform with normal deductions; that is, they 
can’t be higher than the treasury normally allows for such items. 

A bandleader will still have to keep accurate, weekly accounts of 
income and disbursements and know week by week how much he has 
Theatre owners and other employers will probably demand 
affidavits asserting an individual leader’s personal earnings haven't 


earned. 


surpassed the $67,000 ceiling. 











Lombardo, in Jan., Will Tee Of 


That commission 


As originally understood, an 











N. Y. Roxy's Name Band Policy 








Roxy theatre, New York, will 
finally begin its long-awaited name 
band policy Jan. 13 or 20. It has 
signed Guy Lombardo’s orchestra for 
two weeks with options to play with 
the film ‘China Girl’ (20th-Fox), 
starring Gene Tierney. Lombardo {fs 
currently at the Roosevelt hotel, 
N. Y., from which he may double 
to the theatre. 

Roxy was negotiating with Lom- 
bardo a couple months ago to tee off 
its then contemplated name music 
policy. It also talked with Tommy 
Tucker and almost signed that band, 
but disagreements over billing can- 
celled negotiations. Carmen Miranda 
was to have been on the same bill. 

Initial step toward employing 
name bands, in opposition to the 
Paramount and Strand, was taken by 
the Roxy several weeks ago, when it 
bought Raymond Scott’s seven-piece 
radio combination, which opened 
Nov. 11 for three weeks and was 
held a fourth, current, with ‘Spring- 
time in the Rockies’ (20th). Scott’s 
outfit is a CBS studio band and while 
it can be construed as the beginner 
of the Roxy’s name policy, the group 
is used as an act given about 10- 
minutes stage time. Scott has. al- 
ready been booked to return to the 
Roxy April 1. 

The Roxy is negotiating for other 
bands to follow Lombardo. Its suc- 
cess in that respect appears assured, 
since the opposition Paramount, par- 
ticularly, is loaded with band options 
it is having difficulty in using. Un- 
usually long runs of films and stage 
shows at that house the past couple 
months have created a backlog of 
bands. For this reason it released 
Tommy Tucker weeks ago, after 
which the Roxy went after him. 

Lombardo hasn't played a theatre 
01: Broadway since June, 1941, when 
he was at the Strand. Prior to that 
date he was a Paramount standby. 


Mrs. Stabile Switching 
Band to GAC When 
Hubby Goes Into Navy 





. 


Monroe Skeds Pre-H’ wood | 
Warmup in Theatres 





Vaughn Monroe’s orchestra is 
tentatively. slated to arrive on the 
Coast March 1 to begin work on 
the screen version of ‘Very Waim 
for May’ for Metro. Before that, 
however, the band will play a se- 
ries of theatre dates, leaving its 
current Commodore hotel, N. Y., 
spot Jan. 20. 

Hal MclIntyre’s orchestra replaces 
Monroe at the Commodore, remain- 
ing until April 1, when Monroe will 





| 





Dick Stabile’s orchestra will switch | 


booking agency affiliations next week 
from Music Corp. of America to Gen 
eral Amusement Corp., when Stabile 
80es into the Coast Guard and Gracie 


3arrie (Mrs. Stabile) takes over as 
leader. Stabile signed up for CG 
service last week, missing part of a 
seven-day stand at the Palace thea- 
tre, Cleveland. Miss Barrie directed 


the band in his absence. 


Procedure of shifting a band from 
one agency to another under such 
circumstances as Stabile’s is simpl 
and it has been done before. Sta- 


iS 
bile’s contract with MCA is under hi: 


cal jukebox dealers’ a 


lame and, since he will no longer be | 


its leader, the agreement 
voided and Miss Barrie is free to 
take the outfit wrerever she desires. 


Similar situation occurred last year, | 
when George Hall handed his band | 


over to Dolly Dawn. Again the 
change was from MCA to GAC. 
GAC assumes booking Miss Barrie 
next Sunday (13). Band is currently 
at the Oriental theatre, Chicago, fol- 
lowing which it has two one-nighters 
booked by MCA. Stabile had been 
booked to open at the Trianon Ball- 
room, Southgate, Cal., next week 
(18), which has been cancelled. 





Les Brown has been given an ad- 
vance two-week booking at the Chi- 
cago theatre, Chicago, starting on 
Dec. 25. 





will be | 
| for athletic uniforms and equipment | 
| allowed 


return for four weeks. 


PRIVATE 
BOOKINGS ARE 








15%, 


Orchestra bookings for private 
parties and dances, once an extreme- 
ly lucrative field. for name outfits, is 
probably the heaviest hit of all types 
the 


of bookings since war began. 
During the past year bids for bands | 
for such events have dropped sharp- 
ly. This month, when they nor- 
mally should be at a peak, they are | 
off 75-80% in comparison to previous | 
years. 
Bookers 


arén’t 


claim that inquiries by 
off more than 15% 
bookings have 
considerably more because there 
aren’t enough bands to go around. | 
It’s pointed out, too, that in the ma- 
jority of instances the budgets that 


colleges 


put dropped 


aeti) 
actual 


most schools have made up tor 
musical talent are _ substantially 
lower, 


Masters, Chester to Play 
Jukebox Dealers’ Hop 


Cleveland, Dec. 8 
Frank Masters’ and B Che 
ter’s bands are getting a New Year’s 
Eve spot at the Civic Audito m for 
the second of a series of benefit 


hift 


riun 


swing-shift dances sponsored by lo- 


sociati 


The two bands will alternate in | 
the six-and-half hour dance for fac- | 
tory workers at $1.25 per head. | 
Profits will go to the American |} 


Women’s Voluntary Services, to pay 


used by 500 sailors, soldiers and 
marines stationed here. 
Phonograph Merchants ___ Ass’n., 


composed of 70 jukebox operators in 
Cleveland, raised about $5,000 for 
the new Stage Door Canteen in a re- 
cent swing-shift dance at the city’s 





PARTY 


| the 


| St. Regis, 


Musical Truants? 
Washington, Dec. 8. 
Shortage of musicians in this 
area is such that Local 161 is 
memberships from 
melody makers as young as 16 
Washington is doing less cock- 


tailing with music, and hold- 
ing fewer dances, for the rea- 
son that union orchestras can- 


not be engaged. 


ELLINGTON ON 
NEGRO MUSIC 


Negro music has not developed 
further than it has because Negroes 
are not taking their own music seri- 
ously, according to Duke Ellington, 
back in the east playing theatres. 
prior to a Carnegie Hall concert in 
January. He is devoting his time 
and future musical efforts to an at- 
tempt to place Negro jazz among the 
cultivated tastes of music lovers. 

‘The trouble,’ he maintains, ‘is that 
in a place like Harlem, a 
where they have a chance to give 
impetus to original Negro composi- 
tions and an idiom already estab- 
lished, they turn to accepted‘ Tin 
Pan Alley’ creations. Listen to any 
Harlem jukebox and you'll find the 
latest Hit Parade tunes, with an coc- 
casional song that details Negro 
musical expression. That doesn’t 
mean that Tin Pan Alley doesn’t put 
out good music. It does, as every- 
one knows. Rather, it means that 
until the time comes when the 
colored race takes its own music 
seriously, Negro music will remain 
undeveloped and for the most part 
unearthed.’ 

Speaking of his own composi- 
tions, Ellington said that his music 
merely scratches the surface of un- 
developed material. 








compositions, some his own 
ig ‘American Lullaby,’ a work that 


Paul Whiteman performed a few 
years back at a Christmas concert 
at the same hall. Also for the first 
time, Ellington intends to perform 
a jazz symphony, composed of the 
themes taken from his original and 


as yet unproduced opera, ‘Boola.’ 

The first movement will show 
origin of Negro music, with an 
African tomtom beat as a back- 
ground: the second will show the 
development of early American jazz; 
third present day swing, and 
ther. a futuristic finale, all four parts 
tied together with the beat of the 
original tomtom. 


It’s Evan Joies Tew 


Paul Sparr’s pianist and arranger, 
Evan Jones, is now maestro of the 
ormer Sparr orchestra at the Hotel 
Ee 
joined the Navy. He 
the hotel’s Viennese 
Roof and Iridium Room. 


Unfair in Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 8. 

The Chicago Federation of Musi- 
cians has placed Frank Minneci, 
doing business as Frank’s Theatrical 
Agency; Harry J. Fitzsimmons; 
Louis Cohen; Block & Hyman, and 
Jack Ganas on the unfair 
booking agents. 


Sparr has 
was long at 





Md., 


| Ala., where he’s been assig 


place 


At his Carnegie Hall concert El-| 
ington will play all original Negro 


| 


Despite Draft and Other Depletions, 
Name Leaders Hold Their Mastery 


a 





Glenn Miller graduated from Offi- 
cer’s Training School, Fort Meade, 
Friday (4), receiving a Cap- 
tain’s commission. Next day he left 
for Maxwell Field, Montgomery, 
ned to the 
Air Force. His duties will be of 
morale and musical nature 

Miller went into the Army Spec- 
jialist Corps several months ago and 
was Shifted over to the regular army 
when the former was _ abolished. 
During his six veeks of study at 
Fort Meade he developed pneu- 
monia, was shipped home and later 
recovered fully in a military hos- 
pital. 


51 BANDS FOR 
COCA-COLA’S | 
XMAS S 








nelud- |, 


It’s Capt. Miller Officially 


| increased publie recogn 


The gradual elimination via ene 
listment or induction of name mae- 


stros, and the general shortage of 
0.0. bands, have not resulted in in- 
creased interest in lower bracket 
bands. Some months ago bookers 
and managers were of the opinion 
that, as a certain percentage of 
upper class crews lost their leaders 


and were lesser known 
outfits would automatically acquire 
ition, thereby 
making them better money earners. 

Fact that the public isn’t going for 
unknowns substantiates the conten- 
tion that the top bands would re- 
main frozen in their positions for 
the duration. This opinion was based 
earlier this year on the curtailment 
of shellac by the War Production 
Board and the subsequent closing of 


disbanded, 


record rosters to new talent. Of 
course, since Aug. 1 and Petrillo’s 
ban against recordings and tran- 


scriptions, no one has had an oppor- 
tunity to record. 

The top outfits have more than 
managed to maintain their positions 
without recordings. The majority of 
them have been bought for pictures, 
which the band bu feels car- 
ries more weight in upholding and 
increasing popularity than do re- 
cordings. The fact that many of the 
best band names have spent a great 


siness 


Total of 51 bands will be used | deal of time on the Coast lately is 
| by the Coca-Cola company on its |another reason for the shortage of 
|dance music marathon on the Blue | bands in the rest of the country. 
| network Xmas Day. Music will As to the lesser known orchestras, 
| originate in army camps all over | bookers have found that no matter 
| the country in 15-minute periods how hungry a client may be for mu- 
from noon until midnight under | sical talent he'll think twice before 
the title ‘Uncle Sam’s Xmas Tree.’ | buying any outfit simply because no 
No ‘commercials in Coca-Cola’s be- |one else is available. And in few 
'half will be used. This strictly a | instances will he pay more than the 
gesture on the manufacturer's part. |band has been getting in normal 

Broadcasts will be carried on 142 | times. 

Blue outlets. All the time has been a 
cleared except the 7-8:30 p.m. pe- 2 

riod on WJZ, N. Y ch may yet L a K 

\ oes deeniieell. Win. Sek me yman neorganizes 

Since the 12-hour or more road- er . (} meee. A 
cast was first planned, the job or} Ore vestra; Opening At 
coordinating and routing the bands | . . 
to various parts of the country for | Lincoln, N. & Jan. 8 


the |} 


pickups has been a daily chore for 
| executives of Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica and the D’Arcy agency’ Before 
the job was complete the latter part 
of last week they were all walking 
in circles. In only a few instances | 
did they fail to post a band. To| 
cover these spots there may be two | 
or three repeats by bands aired | 
earlier. All bands will do a three- | 
hour show at the camps they'll go | 
to for originations. Some of the out- | 
fits among the 51 bought will not | 
broadcast, accounting for the dis- 
crepancy between the total and 48 | 
quarter hours. They'll just enter- 
tain trainees. 


U Signs Benny Carter | 
For Gloria Jean Film 








Benny Carter’s orch has been 
signed by Universal for the next | 
‘ . + ; . ' 
Gloria Jean film, which starts shoot- 





| pose. 


list of | 
ly at the Swing Club, Hollywood. 


ing about Jan. 15. Carter auditioned 
at U’s studios two weeks ago, prob- 
ably the first time a band had been 
brought onto a lot for such a pur- 


formed only 
It’s current- 


Carter’s outfit was 
about four months ago. 





Reopening Campaign to Get Army 


Clearance of Busses for Bands 


Another attempt is being made by 


John Hammond to work out a plan | 


under which traveling bands will be 
the use of busses 


Office of Defense Transportation. 
Hammond, who had been handling 
negotiations between the ODT and 


USO-Camp Shows, Inc., on the sub- 


|ject, went to Washington again yes- 


auditorium. The dance for the jterday (Sues.) im an effort to Te 

° i | iam the “O ne af ad the TS 
A.W.V.S. will include a one-hour eg aval f _— a a bel ies 
e 9St Severa weeKs ago, wnen tne 

show by paid talent. P 

stage show by p jarmy refused to let the ODT allot 
busses That was just before the 

Vic Valente, recently with Jan opening of the African campaign. 


Buffalo playing 





Savitt, is back in 


{piano in the WBEN orchestra. He's 


‘International 
com- 


featured in 


| being 
thrjce-weekly 


| House Party, 
mercial. 


Hammond at the time had a plan 


set up and okayed by the ODT. 
Bands operating through the south- 
east and. southwest were to be al- 
lowed busses upon applyin for 


by the | 
| At the last minute the army canceled | exits as the law required 


| 


4 


for devoting two 
evenings and one afternoon a week 
to playing army training camps 
Dick Stabile’s orchestra was assured | 
of a bus and a tour was set for him. | 


them, in return 


everything and Stabile’s route had to 
be rebuilt. 

Now that the strain of Siisentaa’| 
the African it’s | 


offensive is over. 


follow 


| set. 


Abe Lyman is reorganizing his 
dance band and has been signed to 
the current Mitchell Ayres 


band into the Lincoln hote], N. Y. 
Ayres closes at the Lincoln’s Blue 
Room Jan. 2, shifting to the Roseland 
Ballroom, N. Y., the next night, after 
which the room will be closed for 
five days. Lyman is to open Jan. 8. 

Lyman’s booking is for eight weeks, 


land the band to follow his is already 


Stan Kenton comes in March 5 
for four weeks. This is the latter's 
first N. Y. hotel date. He played the 
Roseland Ballroom on his first trip 
into N. Y. 

Lyman disbanded his original or- 
chestra several months ago because 
he expected to go the Army. 


into 


High blood pressure and a slight ner- 
vous condition kept him out. His 
inew band is about 50% staffed. 


BOSTON BALLROOMS 


CONTINUE OPERATION 


Boston, Dec. 8. 
While night clubs and hotel dining 
rooms with dancing and entertain- 
ment were down py building 
til inflammable deco- 


inspectors until 
rations were removed sufficient 


shut 


and 


exit were made available, local 

ballrooms continued to operate 
However, R Galvin, at the Ray- 

mor and Playmor ballroon put a 


crew of men to work immediate]; 


to have his rooms conform the 
rules set down for the niteries, al- 
though he haa not re vec er: 
to this effect. All decorati came 
down, ‘crash’ doors were installed 
at exits, and smoking by the dancers 
permitted only in certain safe areas, 

Inspectors found Totem Pole, Au- 
burndale, contained twice as many 


Maine Legislation Threat 
Augusta, Me., Dec. 8. 
dancehalls t 


Maine’s may stand in- 


possible the Army may look more |spection for fire hazards when the 
kindly on plans to provide more |Legislature convenes Jan. 1, if a 
musical entertainment for trainee measure to be presented by Alfred 
Reason Hammond's original plan|W. Perkins, state commissioner of 
was considered wa because the insurance, is approved. 
southeast and southwesterr terri- Having in mind the recent Boston 
tories weren't being covered by }Cocoanut Grove fire, Perkins stated 
name bands at all jthat the inspection division of his 
Hammond is still co-chainman of |depariment should be given au- 
the Negro t committee, » hich is |thority to oversee construction and 
pplving ( for road 1: decoration of dasice places 
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Band Review 


N. Y. Local 802 Incumbents Win Nearly 











With Norma Rose 
Hotel Peabody, Memphis 


Clean Sweep; Lose Only 2 Bd. Posts 





+ Latest sweet-styled orch to come 





For the first time in eight years | Valley 
N. Y. local 802 of the American Fed- | 


eration of Musicians has two rep- 


Mississippi 


Spitalny’s Concert 


Rockies 


ERNIE HECKSCHER’'S ORCH (14) 


resentatives of the opposition sitting Phil Spitainy and his all-girl orch | has been together about five months 
‘ frie a te } aes) are readying a concert at Town Hall, | and is plenty pleasing to the ear 
in office as a result of the regulat © thw Ot | Band is smooth, with a single brass 
bi-annual election held Thursday ms et a B H f land a violin section of three men, 
; as : : : rroceeds to tne Baptist Home for three saxes, bass fiddle, two pianos 
(3). The administration, known a Petey and drums. Heckscher is at the 


the Blue ticket, scored a clean 


sweep of the major berths and lost 


King or Nat Brandwynne. 
Maestro features an electric 
something brand new in thi 
to excellent effect Ir 
| vokes 
and is a musical asset as well 
Norma Rose, the’ thrush 


only one post each on the executive 


Sleepwalking Musician 
Nearly Jazzes Up Shaw 


and local boards to the opposition, 0: 
Unity The election, run by 
the Honest Ballot Association, turned 


votes. 





ticket 


out 6.500 
in service like her, 
tonio Rose,’ 
appeal any. 
spot last| Gang has a knockout at 

/ on ‘Praise the Lord and 


Closest balloting was for the presi- 
dency, 


cumbent, 





: ; ? which 
with Jack Rosenberg, the in- Artie Shaw and_ his 


Dave Gusikoff| periors were put on a 


Navy su- | 
nosing out 


y ore 3.594 to 3,038. Dick Mc-)| wee ass) oth 2 hours ‘fore | : 
by score of 3,594 t 38 ( c na 24 hours before | ammunition, opening with a choir 
’ - , . } . 1] ! 1 ’ . 
Cann, v.p. came through over Bob) Sha and his band were to leave} chant idea and zipping int 

9 ee7 ‘ , verse ’ y rath sth ym SWinging string Too bac 
Patterson by a count of 3,667 to 2.- | lor a ) eas base. Ray Heath, - - : B sw , ging strings. r fe sad 
954. Willie Feinberg, secretary, had trymbonist wit the outfit, was coulant be recorded, twould nave | 
eS ; ; 7 j ' 1] SF th made Heckscher o the jukebox cir- 
the biggest majority in whipping! caug! sleep-walking. since the | oats 
, ‘4 ’ ~ ° p ¢ Navy Ters LUSICLE ; \ ry ) ion't i os 1 : 
Sammy Kramar by a score of 3,869) -‘ phate ppaeren ans who dont Troupe goes back to 
to 2,747. Harry Suber, treasurer, °4% oo : ne mag cd site |} around New Year's, but has an offer 
did almost as good in downing Nick | 9b!ised to replace him, In less than | to come back to 








P i ) hours he plucke asst arris | spring $} ! 
Vitalo by 3,876 to 2,794. 24 UT: he plucked Ta so Harris! spring. Should 
O he executive board, Emil Bal fron Vaug Monroe’s orchestra | leader having developed a personnel 
yo ca wi his h tet o ind had him in uniform with the | Setup claimed to be draft-proof, 
zar, incumbent, was hig jan with |; 
a da j P 
3.656 votes. Max Arons, also an in- : , 
cumbent, was top man in the scoring Hea rigmany was 8 — mber | U h 
1. 9@ Ce of \ nroes cre\ temporar , re- 
for the trial board with 3,681 ballots, 2! Monro Bigg tk ~ o ok , “n p eat 
f . { “ the time j Jriato, 
The two Unity men who won were | ?)4¢e4 at — wo - sie 
: ar} a tiirn gave vay fi arris. 
Al Raderman, elected to the execu-| “°°” ae irn gave way) ‘edi wipiion 
tive board, and Irving Bloom, to the| Harris was hurriedly re-| feaythe Wray has joined Wally 
ae ‘ a tant |cruited from Heath’s old spot, to , . 
trial board. Both are importan : J h St i 0 
1, | ret > ti latter with Shaw, Or- |] m,..., bal 
posts, since these boards actually pia S ister ¥ 1a | Terrace, Pittsburgh. 


lat ‘ain jumped in with Monroe 
ride herd on all union affairs and, *4°9 434! Jun ‘= th Mont 


for the first time since the incum- 


Alice Gerber, forme: 


Singer with 


harp, 

is sector, 

strument pro- 

a lot of commercial curiosity 
1 


Navy Orch’s Embarkation 300 ath AS. Bos’ 
awe call her ‘San An- 
icesn't hurt her 


rangement 
Pass the 





m 


—_ 


Inside Stuff—Orchestras 





Tony Pastor and his band showed Param 
inus instruments. 


| several hours later, 
In the meantime it came time for the stage show to go on and, in order 


ount, Hammond, Ind., Nov. 29 


Band was making the jump from Cincinnati to Ham. 
;mond when, unbeknown to Pastor and the others, who were traveling by 
from the West Coast and click in the | Private autos, the instrument truck broke down and did not arrive unti! 
area is that of 
Ernie Heckscher, Stanford grad now 
| making . —, foray cans. rf he |to satisfy the patrons that the band was there and would play later, the 
eckscners presen ‘OmMmve 


|curtains were parted showing the men seated but sans instruments, A 
|mad scramble to borrow instruments was made between shows by Larry 
| Stein, Warner district manager, who got them from surrounding towne 
and from the house orchestra, which enabled Pastor to play the second 


im 
j al 


piano and sounds a lot like Henry | 
|policy every Sunday. 


atinee show. 
1 right for the first evening show. 


The instrument truck arrived later and everything was 


The Paramount in Hammond has been successful with a name band 


Last Sunday (6) Ina 


Ray Hutton and her band was 


| the attraction and booked are Dick Jurgens, December 20; Chuck Foster, 
| December 27, and Stan Kenton on January 10. 


| 


at the National theatre were given a layoff without pay. 


When ‘This Is the Army’ played Washington the seven regular musicians 


Under the Na- 


| tional Defense Act of 1916, Local 161 of the Musicians Union could have 
| appealed to the War Department for reimbursement of musicians, since 
| the military are not permitted by law to compete with civilian enterprise, 


Ja 


mes C., 


Petrillo, president of the American Federation of Musicians, 


| had promised to cooperate with ‘Army’ and was against any appeal for 
y. He settled the controversy by writing his personal check for the 


| pa 


| 
| 
| 
| 


; ment 


Negotiations are nearly complete for Joe 


of Van Alexander’s orchestra, 


Glaser has been gradually 


go places and soon, | he now handles more ofay than colored. 


which is 
{ the Coast | Radio Artists. Contract is to be signed later this week. 
enlarging his 
the Peabody in the | past few months. Once known as a manager of Negro talent exclusively, 


» rhvthmic | National orchestra, each musician getting his customary week's pay. 


Glaser to take over manage- 
booked by Consolidated 


stable of white bands the 











an 


bents took office eight years ago.) pleted until 9:31 

there will be opposition men sitting | after. which the Blue officials, who] single at Music Bar, Pittsburgh, 

in on all the confabs. The member- 1d been up all night, went on rec- | —_—— 

Ship is known to be expecting min-!ord with statements about winning Griff Williams’ orch has been | 

ority reports from these men on all\a hard election fairly and squarely, | signed for an indefinite run in the 

controversial matters. ind calling for an end to factional- | Empire Room of the Palmer House, 
The election count was not com-' isn (Continued on page 40) 
























































y Introducing! » 
“a GALE Miniature ATTRACTIONS Inc. 


THE BEST IN SMALL UNITS 

» DUOS . 
TRIOS 
QUARTETS 
QUINTETTES 
PERSONALITIES 

Suitable for Cocktail Lounges, Cafes, 

Hotels, Dining Rooms, etc 


48 W 48th ST 
New York City 





Representing GALE Miniature ATTRACTIONS, Inc. 
In Baltimore and Washington 
Leonard E. Trout, Castelberg Building, Baltimore, Maryland 
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Mi 
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My Devotion (15) (Santly) 


trip Polka (17) (Morris) 


Here Comes Navy (Shapiro) 
This Is Army 


For Me My Gal (Mills). 


Street Dreams (Miller) 


- Papa Baldasar (Arg) Milonga 
. Always in My Heart (U. 8.) 
. Carinhoso (Brazilian) Samba 


. Derniere Reverie (French) 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





(Records below are grabbing most nick 


| Stoeffler orch as vocalist at Vogue | throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ 
| of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 

- — | popularity, whose recordings are being played. 

) a.m. on Friday (4),| Rusty Williams orch, now doing a| parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


d respective publishers.) 

White Christmas (8) (Berlin)......... 
When Lights Go On (7) (CLP)........ 
Five By Five (6) (Leeds)...ccccccoces 
Praise Lord (6) €ROMGUS) vccscccvocsess 
Dearly Beloved (3) (Chappell)........ 
PIRVOTORR CB) CHCIBG) « 6sicedidaescseesaes 


Why Don't You Fall Love (4) (Harms). 


Manhattan Serenade (5) (Robbins) 


There Are Such Things (2) (Yankee)..... 


Had Craziest Dream (1) (BVC)........ 


*) Charlie Spivak... 


kels this week in jukeboxes 
Names 


Figures and names in 


Decca 
Columbia 


{ Bing Crosby..... 


{ Vaughn Monroe....... Victor 
> Tee BOW. «oi oscccces omen 


{ Andrews Sisters.......Decca 


) Freddie Slack Capitol 
os i. Ae Columbia 
) Merry Macs... Decca 
, MIGINO TOY soca coases Victor 

)1Glenn Miller..........Victo1 

{Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
| Harry James.......Columbia 
{Connee Boswell ..... Decca 
. Thick JUPRORS 266 veces Okeh 
{Jimmy Dorsey..... Decca 
} Harry James Columbia 


Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 


{ Harry James 
| Tony Martin 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below first 1 


: - =< : 
hrer’s Face (7) (Southern).... 


ee ee ee 


azil (Southern) ,.... rer 


There’ll Never Be Another You (Miller). 


onlight Becomes You (Famous).... 


og Se 


renade Blue (BVC) 


Sen ee ees Cbiaane Andrews Sisters 


0 in popularity. Tunes with 


number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


{Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
} Vaughn Monroe Victor 
Snike Jones .. Bluebird 


{ Andrews Sisters.......Decca 


} Johnny Mercer .Capitol 
Jimmy DOrsey....ce<: Decca 
Sammy Kaye ........Victol 

{ Bing Crosby .... Decca 

} Kay KVS@CPr cecccs Columbia 

Dex Ca 

Hal Melntyre....ccces Victor 

| SUGyY GRAPIANG sc cccees Decca 
| Guy Lombardo........Decca 

{Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 

Bo” ee Decca 


{ Benny Goodman,,.Columbia 
) Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 


South American Sellers 


Argentine, U. S. and Brazilian numbers 
merican best-selling disc lists during last h 
Following best 10, compiled from data obt 


adjoining S. A. republics: 

1. Insensiblement (French) ............... 
2. Amour—‘Amour’ (Mex) Corrido ...... 
8. Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree (U. S.). 
4. Lejos de Buenos Aires (Arg) Tango..... 
5. Jingle, Jangle, Jingle (U. S.)......... + 


@CCeecressee 


Batuque No Noro (Brazilian) Samba... 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 1 
ran neck and neck on South 
alf of November. 
ained from dealers headquar- 


tered in Buenos Aires, represents leaders not only in this country but for 


Ventura wee ee Odeon 
} Eduardo Armani ..... Victor 
Pedro Vargas ....+«.. Victor 
Osvaldo Norton ......Odeon 
Glenn. Miller ........Victor 
Andrews Sisters ......Odeon 
Anibal Trolio (Pichuco) 
Victor 
Miguel Calo iseess enon 
Eduardo Armani ,...Victor 
Merry Macs .........Odeon 
Hugo del Carril......Victor 
Eugenio Nobile ......Odeon 
Jimmy Dorsey .......Odeon 
POR OVI ciccccccecs Vcver 
Eddy Duchin......Columbia 
Pedro Vargas .......Victor 
Ray Ventura oo see JeeeOD 
Eduardo Armani ..... Victor 
Hawaiian Serenaders Victor 
( L.. Baptista cebedensan CRrOr 
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BMI’S GEN’L 





Now That ASCAP 


On Profit Basis, Wage Freezing HOTE 


Pubs Are Back 


Prevents Employes From Cashing In 





The loss of profits experienced by 
the ASCAP faction of the music 
publishing industry during the fight 
with radio in 1941 has created a per- 
plexing problem in connection with 
the Presidential wage-freezing 
order. Publishers who have made it 
a practice of distributing year-end 
bonuses among certain of their em- 
ployes now find that they can’t re- 
sume the bonus arrangements which 
prevailed in their organizations be- 
fore 1941. 

Because of the ASCAP-radio 
battle, these publishers were prac- 
tically out of business for 10 months, 


When it came to balancing the books | 


at the end of 1941, there were no 
profits from which to extract bonus- 
es, the payment of which constituted 
part and parcel of compensation 
agreements particularly in the case 
of professional managers, With their 
business back this year on a solid 
profit basis, such publishers had 
planned to reinstate bonuses a la 
1940 style, but the latest regulations 


issued by the War Labor Board pro- | 


hibits that procedure. 
WLB holds that the distribution of 
bonuses is permissible providing 
this has been a regular arrangement 
and that the amount of the bonus 
issued is no greater than it had been 
for the preceding year 


very 


Not Encouraging 

Inquiry on this question at the New 
York office of the WLB last week 
elicited information that is not en- 
couraging for those in the industry 
who are looking forward to the old 
division. WLB 
pointed out that, even 
ASCAP section of the 
ness was in a state of suspended ani- 


bonus 
though the 
music busi- 
mation during almost all of 1941, the 
resumption of a deferred compensa- 
tion arrangement would be regarded 
as in violation of the Presidential 
order. Publishers, however, have the 
privilege, it was learned, to file an 
application for exception to the rule. 
Such 


applications run to 10 pages 
: 
! 


and the requirements are that they 
be filed in triplicate 

Phase of 1é sit tior t partic- 
ularly bothers publishers is the pos- 

| Le prote sional men 
leaving them for other connections 
and thereby overcoming the com- 
pensation restrictions imposed by 
the Government wage-freeze. Even 
though their new employe. could 
not offer bonus inducements, there 


is nothing in the Presidential order 
to prevent them from getting 
money than they had enjoyed from 
their previous jobs 


more 


TOSSES SUIT ON ‘VAMP’ 
FROM N. Y. SUPREME CT. 


By: Gay last week lost in the 
N. Y. supreme court his suit to 
compel the Robbins Musie Corp. 
and Leo Feist, Inc., to account to 
him for all the proceeds derived 
fron the sale of the mechanical 
rights on ‘The Vamp.’ Acting on 
a motion made by Jules T. Abeles, 
counsel for Robbins-Feist. Justice 
Carroll G. Walter held that the 
action belonged in the Federal 
court and dismissed the plea for} 


an accounting. 


Gay claimed that when he made 


a deal for ‘The Vamp’ with Will 
Rossiter, Chicago publisher, he 
(Gay) reserved the motion picture 
rights. Rossiter sold the song to| 


Feist 21 years ago. Gay’s suit was 
inspired by the fact that Robbins, 
which controls Feist, had issued a 
synchronization license on 
to 20th Century-Fox for use in the 


filmusical, ‘Rose of Washington 
Square.’ 
Justice Walter, in a lengthy de- 


that the basis of the 


: } > 
InvOIVEe a 


rather an 


cision, stated 
aetion did not 


‘ontract, but infringe- 


ment of copyright. 





FISCHER MUST PAY 
TOBANI HEIRS $5,000 


Car] Fischer, Inc., will now have 
to pay the $5,000 claimed by the 
heirs of Theodore Tobani. The 
|N. Y. circuit court of appeals last 
week denied Fischer’s plea that the 
| $5,000 judgment granted by a lower 
court be vacated. Two of the 
judges on the circuit court dissented, 
but there was no written opinion. 

Fischer, in 1928, entered into an 
agreement with Tobani, a staff ar- 
ranger, covering the renewal rights 
|to works composed by Tobani. By 
the terms of this contract, Tobani 
was to receive a certain sum weekly 





The | 


spokesmen | 


the tune | 


breach of | 


jas long as he lived and it was 
|stipulated that in the event of his 
| death, his surviving wife would re- 
iceive $5,000. Mrs. Tobani’s death 
‘ esemedied that of her husband and 
Fischer took the position that the 
| $5,000 commitment has thereby been 
jabrogated. The wife died in 1934 
|and the husband, a year later. 





| oneacmeenes — = 


Senate's Petrillo 
Probe Is Now 


Set for Jan. 12 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
Much-postponed appearance of 
James C. Petrillo, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 


before a Senate investigation sub- 
committee has again been delayed. 
Senator D. Worth Clark of Idaho, 


chairman of interstate commerce 
subcommittee appointed to investi- 
gate the recording ban imposed by 
AFM, has announced that Jan, 12 
has now been definitely set as the 


e for the beginning of the hear- 
ings 

Petrillo is due to be the first wit- 
ness, Herbert M. Bingham, Wash- 


Ington attorney, has been 
as special counsel for the inquiry. 

Senator Clark, who is 
of the investigation resolution under 
hearings are authorized, 
had previously set Dec. 7 as the 
tart of the investigation. 

Postponement seemed 


which the 


the closing days of this Congress | 
would find many Senators absent | 
irom Washington. Subcommittee 
chairman found that it would be 
impossible to get a quorum of his 
subcommittee for hearings before 


the new Congress came He 
thought it wise to duck the possible 
necessity of carrying the hearings 
over into the next Congressional 


Ses 


Russe Film Music On 
Wax Part of New Vogue 


Obviously trying to cash in on the 
sudden wave of popularity of Rus- 
Sian music, Artkino Productions has 
placed some of the tunes from their 
films on the record album 


country recording and distributing 


the records. A typical album in- 
| cludes songs from ‘Gir] From Lenin- 
| grad,’ ‘One Day in Soviet Russia,’ 
|*Red Tanks, ‘Alexander Nevsky’ 
fand ‘Volga Volga.’ 

| To aid the unfamiliar, Russian 
| lyrics their English translations 
fappear on the inside front cover of 


|} the album. 

Benee Russull authored ‘The 
Gremlin Song.’ being published by 
L. Wolfe Gilbert. 


+ 
>? _— 


TEMG FOR CAFES, 





appointed | 


advisable, | 
according to Senator Clark, because } 


! 
market, | 
. m . ° . ° ° } 
with the Stinson Trading €o. in this | 


New Plan Will Displace 
Non-Fee Blanket License 
BMI Originally Issued to 
Such Operations —Low 
Terms to Obviate Policing 





150-200G ANNUALLY 





Broadcast Music, Inc., has com- 
pleted preliminary plans for enter- 
ing the general licensing field, with 
the latter taking in hotels, cafes and 
ballrooms. The terms are being 
worked in discussions with the trade 
associations of these various user 
groups. It will be the first time that 
BMI has sought to collect a per- 
formance fee from any source other 


than broadcasting. In the case of 
motion pictures BMI issues a two- 


performing as well as synchroniza- 
tion, which obviates the necessity of 


from BMI. 

Several months after its inception 
BMI issued blanket licenses to 
hotels, cafes and ballrooms, but 
charged no fees. As disclosed by a 
BMI exec last week, the policy of the 
organization with regards to the field 
lof general licensing will be to main- 
itain a scale that will be so reason- 
lable to such users that the need and 





expense of policing can be entirely | 


avoided. BMI figures that it will 
collect between $150,000 and $200,- 
000 a year from general licensing. 
Ralph Peer, a BMI affiliate, closed 
jhis new deal with that organization 
|last week. His new guarantee from 
BMI on performing fees is somewhat 
jover $100,000 a year. The catalogs 
j involy ed are Peer International, 
|Melodylane and the American Per- 
forming Rights Society, the last the 
repository for Mexican, Cuban, Bra- 





|zilian, Argentinian and other Latin- 
| American music. 

| , . oe 

| Franz Waxman, Max Steiner 


Adolph Deutsch and Frederick Hol- 
ilander drew scoring jobs on ‘Edge of 
Darkness,’ ‘The Adventures of Mark 
Twain,’ ‘Action in,the North Atlantic’ 
and ‘Background to Danger,’ respec- 
tively, at Warners. 


| 
} 





the author | 


Coast Songwriter 


Holly W ood, Dec. 8 


Counsel has been retained by a 
group of songwriters to legally block 
ASCAP’s revised 


ye voted on bv the 


Classincatliol 


em, s500n 10 


society’s membership Notice a 


been served on the society's board of 
directol and John Paine, general 
manager, that any attempt to put the 


proposed plan into effect will be 
legally contested 
J. M. Danziger, attorney, set 


the following grounds for action in 


forth 


his letter to ASCAP’s board and 
Paine: 


(1) When the 10-year contracts 
were signed by these members, they 
intended and understood that the 
classification system then in existence 
would continue during the life of 
| their contracts. 


the by-law amendment necessary to 
tne new 
effect is being obtained by 
sentation. At the local membership 
meeting held Oct. 20, 
membership was officially informed 
that the Attorney General of U. 5 
was insisting on immediate adoption 
of a new plan. While the Attorney 
Genere!] has since then stated in a 


enable plan 


nisrepre- 





LS BEING SET 


the exhibitor to get his own license | 


+ 


Music Publishers Beginning to Feel 





| 
| 


| 
' 
j 
| 
| 





| 


Group Moves 


To Block New ASCAP Rating Plan 


(2) That the pending ratification of | 


to be put into 


BMI Deal With 


fold license, to producers, covering | 


FEE-LICENSIN 








Effects of Recording Ban; Miss 
Disc Ballyhoo of New Numbers 





Best Sheet Music Sellers 


Week ending Dec. 5 


White Christmas Berlin 
Lights Go On CLP 
Praise Lord .......... Famous 


ke ee eee Leeds 
Star Spangled Banner .. Miller 
There Such Things .... Yankee 
Dearly Beloved ...... Chappell 
Army Al Corps ..... Fischer 


Manhattan Serenade .. Robbins 
Penn. Polka .......... Shapiro 
Why Don’t You .,...... Harms 
DAVDEORE os. ccrccccccccss BOM 
My Devotion ........... Santly 
Fuehrer’s Face Southern 


eee eee 


-_ 








SPA Now Hinges 








Music publishers have 
feel the affects of the 
Federation of Musicians’ 
phonograph records. The pubs are 
complaining that the advance play 
of new numbers enjoyed through 
records is now sorely missed, par- 
ticularly in the case of novelty 
songs. Writers are voicing a similar 
disappointment. They have in the 
past found it much easier to plac 
a novelty tune with a publisher be- 
cause of the disposition of record- 
ing companies to take the manu- 
script of a novelty directly from a 
writer and record it. A tieup of 
this sort would facilitate acceptance 
by a publisher, since the latter 
could count on the disc royalty to 
cover the song’s publication ex- 
penses. 

Where the publishers are experi- 
encing the exploitation pinch es- 
pecially is in the deprivation of the 
jukebox outlet. The’ impression 
common among the pubs is that a 
jukebox fan is a far more potential 


begun to 
American 
ban on 


+ 7 sheet music buyer than a_ radio 
ni eC nica it listener. If a person spends a 
| nickel to hear a song, he will be 
|more inclined to spend 35c for a 
ea | Piano copy than a dial-twister. who 
|} gets an earful of the same song 
¢ a¢ a ic 1c \ ] re : } 

Broadcast Music, Inc., will signa- |for nothing. Another factor about 
ture a basic agreement with the | the current situation as regards the 
Songwriters Protective Assn. as soon pose eager of new songs that the 

; 'pubs don’t like is that such net- 
as the latter organization has so re-j|.. . a 
\ g ” work plugs are pretty well re- 


vised the anti-bulk deal provision in | 
the contract as to exempt perform- 
ing rights. The desired 
merely a technical one. 

In the SPA’s 
ASCAP publishers, allowance is 
made for the sale of bulk rights 
through the Society, with the pro- 
hibition against bulk deals in such 
cases applying only to the licensing 
of synchronization uses. BMI last 
week denied that ite present negotia- 
tions with SPA were proceeding on | 
the basis that BMI would be agree- | 
able to the writer’s retaining the | 
ownership of the copyright and con- | 
fining its eontractual relations to the 
publishing and mechanical rights, as 
specifically conveyed by the writer 
tu the publisher, 


change is 


contracts with 








that 


conduct, 


jette1 he is not insisting on any 
such denial has in no 
vay been officially communicated by | 
to any of its member 


such 


the societ\ 


Ballot Extension Sought 
When the ASCAP board of direc- 
tors meet at a special) ession to 
orrow (Thursday) it will be asked 
yy tne organization nanagement to 
extend by 10 ays the eadiine on 
ie irrent balloting on two riter 


‘ 


amendments to the bylaws 
were to be in by Thursday 
but it will be explained that the ex- 
tension is justified by circumstances, 
such as the fact that the ballots must 


lots 


go to men in the armed services, 
that a goodly number of members 
live on the west coast and that the 


course of mail delivery isn’t because 
of war conditions as speedy as it 
used to be. 


The ballots have to do with re- 
forms in writer classification mat- 
ters and it’s indicated that ASCAP 


; members aren’t particulariy agitated 


1942, the} 


over the issue. Under ASCAP'’s by- 
laws, an amendment may be adopted 
only if it receives two-thirds of the! 
qualified votes of the writers and 
publishers. These votes are weighted 


according to a memberss Classifica- 
‘ 


tion standin 


Stricted to listening audiences of 
(Continued on page 40) 


WB-GALE TALK 


DEAL FOR AYB 
CATALOG 


The Warners Bros. music 
ing group and Moe Gale 
in the deal, are in 
tiating for the purchase of the Av: r, 
Yellen & Bornstein catalog. The re- 
ported price is $70,000. If ths 


publish- 
tners 
proce oO! rie Oe 


aS pal 


propo- 


sition goes through, Ben Bornstein 
will be the only official of the firm 
that will go along with the v 
owners 

Involved in the discussior he 
status held by A-Y-B over the re- 
newal rights of Milton Ager’s num- 
bers. One of the more used nume- 


bers in the A-Y-B catalog is ‘Hanpv 
Days Are Here Again.’ 


Official Signal Corps 
Song By Mrs. Olmstead 


Hi 
Edito Va t 

Som« et i an ite } 

‘V t Fe a 
Wa De pi O | ‘ ‘ 
Got Through’ ; r of 
the Signal Cor; 

Actually ‘The Song of the Signal 
Corps,’ written by Mn Dawson 
Olmstead, wife of the present Chief 


i Signal Officer, has been the official 


\ 


song since 1927. [It’s published by 
Sam Fox Pub. Co.—Ed.] 

What did occur was thi Feist 
submitted the to the Signal 
Corps in Washington, which 
that it had no objection to the song 
ger icated to the Co p but 


¥ 


that it could not be named the ofi- 


SOng 


re posit ti 
yVeing 


Clal opus. 

The misunderstanding vhich fol- 
lowed was no fault of anyone, espe- 
cially not Harry Link’s, but it would 
help immeasurably if you could cor- 


rect the foregoing item. Mrs. Olm- 
stead wrote both the words and 
musik 


Lee Mortimer 


3 See 





i ee 


vaeese 


a 
Zl 
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~The Groaner in the African Veldt 


(Following is a supplementary anecdote by the author of the recent 
two-part story in the Satevepost on Bing Crosby, labeled in the na- 
tional mag ‘The King of the Crooners.’) 

By H. ALLEN SMITH 

Not long ago I was trying to establish the extent of Bing Crosby's 

following throughout the world, working on the assumption that of 


all entertainers The Groaner is the most widely known 
investigation I called on Jack Kapp. president of the company. 
I asked Kapp if he had any 
demonstrating the global character of Crosby's popularity. 


issues the Crosby records. 


During this 
which 
method of 
He studied 


the matter a while, then got up and went prowling in his files. Finally 
he found a letter that came to him several years ago from an explorer 


who had just emerged from the African wilds. 


This man said that he 


had been roaming through Tanganyika territory for months and that 
an important part of his equipment was a portable phonograph and 


60 Bing Crosby recordings. 


He told how his safari train would arrive at a native kraal, how he 
would immediately set up the phonograph and start a Crosby recital. 
It was his quickest and surest way of gaining the confidence of the 


natives. 
jungles, 


and he'd play the phonograph for hours at a stretch. 
learned the songs—the only English they knew—and 
forward through the wild country they would sing 
after Crosby number, trying to copy Bing’s style as 


Sometimes when the expedition camped over 
he wrote, his native porters would ask for a Crosby recital 


night in the 
Thus the natives 
as they trudged 
Crosby number 
they swung out 


with ‘I Wish I Were Aladdin’ or ‘Go Fly a Kite.’ 








A Big Biz for Audio-Scriptions 


a 


Tell a guy you have a recording 
of a speech he’s made on the radio 


and he won't sleep comfortably un- | 


til he’s bought the waxing and listen- | 
That’s a principle 


ed to it himself. 
Ezekiel Rabinowitz discovered a 
couple years ago and it’s been paying 


dividends ever since. Rabinowitz 
operates Audio-Scriptions, Inc., New 
York, which keeps eight recording 
machines running imultaneously 
every day, waxing waves from the 
ether. 

First time you call someone to tell 
him you have a _ needling of hi 
speech which he may buy, Rabino- 
witz has found, he'll almost _in- 
variably y, he doesn't have a pho- 
nograph to play it back and doesn't 


want it 
hour to a year 


anytime from an 
later, he’ll suddenly 
that he does have a phono- 
graph and that the recording 
be sent him 


‘5 . x ’ 
aiscovel 

, 
ask 


‘Most people seem to be too mod- 
est,’ the off-the air needling spe- 
Cialist explains, ‘to admit that they 
want to hear the sound of their own 
voice. But the knowledge that a 
recording exists (oparently preys on 
then Firnall hev can’t. bear it 
any more and I| get a special de- 
livery letter or a] s-distance phone 
Call to send the record right out.’ 


Charles F. Kettering, v.p. in charge 
of research for General Motors, wa 


one of the bashful types who’s now 
a reg Audio-Scriptions custome! 
Rabino ‘d 10 of Ketter- 
ings speeches over a period of sev- 
eral year After each speech he'd 


| 


send the GM biggie a card asking | 
him if he’d like to buy a recording 


of it. At first Kettering would re- 


ply with testy letters, then he gave 

up replying altogether. Then he | 

recorded all 10 recordings at one 
time 

Rockefeller a Customer 

John D. Rockefeller, Jz., phoned 

Audio-Scriptions himself to order an 


etching of 
110 appearances 


one of his infrequent 
Rabinowitz fig- 


+} 


ires the millionaire wa t 
ive his secretary cal yecause he 
feared she'd think he was vail 
But not all of Rabinowitz’s record- 
ngs are made at random on the 
chance that the speaker will want 
+ oe 1% ¥ . on r.  waltite Phd ind f 
( uy a pressing. AA la pat. ul | 
the biz is taking off-the-: Waxings | 
of important shows. The participants 
have a real professional interest in 
knowing how they sounded or want | 
to keep a permanent file of their 
laily or weekly broadca 
The ‘vanity’ sales, however, are by 
far the most lucrative and Rabino- 
witz sold some 5,000 such discs last 
year. One of his angles is to watch | 
the death notices in papers in large 
cities throughout the country. When- 
eve ne se an ooit oO ymeone 
vWnose ) r he ha etc! } Write 
1 note to the family. It 1 99-to-1 
hot that they’ll order the disc or 
out of sentiment 
‘Vanity’ platters bring $4.50 for 
> 31 inut $5.50 for 
) f ‘ $8.50 » $10 f foul 
i€ whic! would ve a 15-minute 


(Continued on page 43) 
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MUSIC, IME. 


is honored to be designated the publishers 
of the beloved Ralph Rainger’s last big 


picture song hit, written with Leo Robin. 


TAKE IT FROM THERE 


From the million-dollar 20th Century-Fox 
technicolor picture, “Coney Island”. 











Lyric by Sam M. Lewis 











A “’Proven’’ Best Bet For Every Type of Program 


STREET OF DREAMS 


Music by Victor Young 








MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 


HAROLD WALD, Prof. Mgr. 


1629 Broadway New York 
GEORGE DALIN, Ass’t Prof. Mgr. 




















Part of 0.W.1.’s New 
War Song Tips Already 


Music publishers last week re- 
ceived a new batch of 
for war-effort from 
fice of War Information. The sug- 
gestions were transmitted through 
the Music Publishers’ Protective 
Assn, 

The OWI wrote that songs could 
be helpful in putting over the Gov- 
ernment’s current campaign = on 
transportation conservation. The 
letter’ even sugyested a title, ‘Wrap It 
Up and I'll Take It Home.’ 

The OWI’s communication con- 
cluded with: ‘Some other important 


the Of- 


songs 


| themes right now are the theme of 
the war worker (including the 
woman war worker): the funda- 


mental rationing theme, which is a 
theme of sacrifice: the theme of con- 
servation. This last means taking 
care of what have, making the 
things last, making things do. It is 
a necessary theme, we 
putting all our materials and all ow 
industry into the weapons our fight- 
ing men must have to win this wal 
Cheerful treatment of the theme of 





we 


because are 


| what we have, helps keep us roll- 
ing toward victory.’ 

Publisher comment on the OWI 
letter was that its writer apparently 


suggestions 


doing without, of getting along with | 























Place will be taken by Roa Perry. 


Bob Dennis, sax 
Bracht’s band, playing in 
bow Room, Hote! Willard, 
now in the Navy. Corwin 
replaced him. 


player in Harle 
the Rain- 
Toledo, is 


Brandt 


| Henry Zeigler is new pianist with 
| Piccolo Pete band at Nut House 
| Pittsburgh, succeeding Jim Wise, who 
| has gone to work in defense plant 


j Joe Lescak has taken piano spot 


— =e 


Inside Stuff—Music 





Tried In Music Biz Walter Doyle, songwriter who has been inactive since 1930 due to 4 


| heart condition, and who has been in and out of the Phila. Naval hospital 
jin recent years, recently got a call from his draft board to appear for a 


physical. The Veterans’ Bureau, to 


whom Doyle appealed, notified the 


idraft board that the songwriter was rated as permanently disabled, but 


| 
| 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


|N. Y., has enlisted in the Army. | plays Regal theatre, Chicago, Dec. 25 
| week, and Paradise, 
| week. 


received word back that ‘regardless 


of your ideas to the contrary, the 


Selective Service System is not interested in the findings of the Veterans’ 


Bureau.’ 


Doyle says it took Washington intervention to straighten the matter 
‘out. ‘I was merely reminded of it, Doyle wrote Variety, ‘by your recent 
notice that Bert Gordon, the Mad Russian, received a similar call from 
his draft board despite a wound stripe from the last war.’ 


Dixie hotel, N. Y., asserts that it 


is not making any attempt to keep 


music publisher’s contact men from its new Plantation Room, regardless 


of its lack of minimum or cover. 


one from entering, whether alone or escorted. 


It claims that it has never barred any- 


Dixie makes this claim 


in answer to a story in last week's ‘Variety’ that songpluggers were being 
asked to steer clear of the Plantation Room if they were unescorted. 


Trickle of new releases by disk companies has forced newspaper record 
reviewers attempting to keep up weekly departments to include hillbilly, 


cowboy and race platters, hitherto skipped by average critics. 








NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 





Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—as represented by WEAF, WJZ, 


WABC and WOR, N. Y. 


Monday through Sunday, Nov, 30-Dec 


Compilation herewith 
. 6, from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., and is based 


covers week beginning 


on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular source for music 


Detroit, Jan. 1, 





Sonny Dunham loses his vocalist, 
Ray Kellogg, to the Army today (9). | 


Tony Pastor's band, after brief stint 
with Sam Donahue’s orchestra, 
til it broke up, and Bob Astor. 


| wasn't aware of what the business | Publishing industry. 
| has already done on the conservation | TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
and _ woman war-worker themes. | White Christmas—j‘Holiday Inn’.............. rae 
For instance, there's been ‘I Can Do| Mr. 5 by 5—*‘Behind 8 Ball’............... eo eee 
| Without Sugar, But I Can't Do With- | Starlight Sonata .............sssseeeeseeeeeees See 
out You’ and ‘Rosie the Riveter.’ | Why Don’t You Fall In Love With Me?....... a ne ee 
iene a \1 Had the Craziest Dream—7‘Springtime’......BYVC ............ eres 
1That Soldier of Mine............. cette eeeee rt re ee, 
FETE DR. RLACK ON HIS Praise the Lord and Pass Ammunition. . . Ae) ee: 
Dearly Beloved’—7‘You Were Never Lovelier’,.. EOE. 
10TH ANNI WITH NBC Manhattan Serenade Tees (Aceeeee reas Makhine ... 20 
ve A Touch of Texas—*‘Seven Days Leave’....... BaithOPh 662i ivsd'ceeece 13 
Daybreak ‘Pvt. Mi Jones’ ee Feist Corer ree re 13 
| Dr. Frank Black was given a din- | Moonlight Becomes You ‘Road to Morocco’..Famous .... wate, 
ner at the 21 Club last Saturday | T! e Are Such Things.. ; Yankee .... rope 
night (5) in celebration of his 10th “I'm Getting Tired So I Can Sleep Arms fie ake poe eeenes li 
anniversary as NBC director of mu- Rose Bn Of CHAE CTOGS. 6. 2k sic tenaicawane Shapiro ere Terr. ee 17 
sic. Among the speakers were Da-| Velvet Moon see e ences ereeees Witmark ... Sevan ea 
vid Sarnoff, Niles Trammell and Di When the Lights Go on Again.. . tener ° 16 
Walter Damrosch here’ll Never Be Another You—7‘Iceland’ ‘Mortis. sscéees » 15 
In answer tv the various tributes, | Pennsylvania Polka , ->ee- Shapiro ..... re 
Dr. Black spoke of the tremendous | I Get Neck of Chicken—7‘Seven Days’ Leave’.. Southern ... iowa: aoe 
| srowth of music appreciation in the | The Steam Is on the Beam -Crawford ! 
| United States since the advent of | Constantly—‘Road to Morocco’... -Paramount : 
|} radio. He said that music had be- |I’d Do It Again --Santly . 
come ae powerful infituence in | Street of Dream NEES 05 2 ite Ol or giaala ac . 
|strengthening the morale of the | Tey Little Soldiers ol one ons ene Lincoln ..... ‘ 
|} armed forces. For Me and My Gal ‘Me and My Gal Pe Me Sede ne sins sc nlewee es . 
- If I Cared a Little Bit Les .- Feist er 
~ || Moonlight Mood teas .. Robbins =n 
s . rt mm) ml , ’ ‘ 
Feel Disc Ban | Every Night About This Time .Warock ... See ee ’ 
. This Is the Army, Mr. Jone Yo) eer pene 
7 Continued from page 39 —§ Yesterday's Gardenia . ee REBUINIE 6 eek rene ih 
' wes Bertue Light of the Silvery Moor Remick , 
ow ed to 1 a.m. stripe To Braz) .. Southern g 
the publishers this is an audience 8 
bred te “9 : M- : id —— Hip Hip Hooray o. Oe ore ee o 
eae eee nein menneat eed f0 fol: | Serenade In Blue—i‘Orchestra Wives’ BVC & 
ow up their musi | an with , ’ : , ‘ 4 ‘} 1] 
; UE ; a SaNCy , | You'd Be So Nice to Come Home To eegRUMGOLl -hciacccvsssees 8 
IslIt tO a sneet music countel . " | 7 
| % 0 8 Sns ROEM: COOUSSERS Blue Skies . - PE Re Eee Cg rer rer rr Ter i ‘ 
One __ipublishe! vho ha: beer eer s , ‘ ; , : +} 7 
: Cant Get Out ofl Mood eeven Da\ Leave Southern i 
consistentiy : wit e > r 7 
! in 1 R e the hivetet 
ong } é I \ > ft ob ‘ > 7 
i nade ¢ Three 1 Powe ( r| R i 
a Arena tl } t} When You're 1 Lon Li Wa H Hon Biwa 
contireres tnink tnat e recorall 1 c 
“ty aad ae ! “es"® 1A Boy In Khaki .. AB - Oo 
|} Dan, nies: ettled the near fu- , « 
| ture won't < am "ies ! He My Guy , oe EACOGS 2 ceca cee aoe 
ure, Vv 1t damage their busine . ‘ ) 
eriously. tt ’ Hast If I Ever Get Back to Hannah ey) ao re 
seri Sly, tney re l Whistling in a 2 } 
the dark’ Th held fa I Met Her on Monday.. , vy? tere en eee. 
> dark nl same put 1eld tl =e , ' , . r } 
: : ae A Ove There ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy .Feist .. ieee, oe 
ne time wasnt far off when radio ; a 44] 6 
; : Paradis«t Valle » Allas he Peg SS he He BP eo ee 
stations which spe ilize ecord- { ] ) 
: American Praye : .. Mutual vane 
ing would also feel the pinch. Su "gE 7 1 ) 
, ‘ ‘ $ Carioca ‘Piving Down to R10... .ccsss oa me BOTS «i ices voeode 
Station: will make the discover. ’ = 
hat ae Gobs of Love eee eee tare Te . 
that listene: naq become tired of = as : . ’ ) 
Hi cde ieee: , : I Left My Heart at the Stage Door Canteen..Army Le PRES. <8 
hearing the old ones over and over it re 1. 5 
Please Think of Me....... . Witmark ... ive. 
1ga and ha t ed to tft} . a I ; > } 5 
Romance a La Mode ....«... Remick . : 
\ r ) f el ite il 2 ’ . nA =] 
Sentimental Feeling ....... 0  WVLGEINS fee eee vd 
= = ony With a Pack on His Back Tenney ...-. . 
On the Upbeat Filmusical, ‘This Is the Army’ publishing subsia. 
aa Continued from page 38 ‘mane , 
ti | Adkit ho ( I ) } el 1 tt yana 5 
Chi ) ] i { \ t ind a Stanl [PP ) £ replat é AsO 
10 eel engare f Hilde , Ca Rut no i the — 
ind Joe Reich orchestra hich | A Freddie Stack move into 
ope Jan. 7 } Golden Gate, San Francisco, Dec 
| Baron Elliott band renewed at Bill J, as js i major theatre ene 
Rustic Lodge, nea VIO ve. I Pr : ‘ met 
| ane 5 si : oe ‘ , Mich Green's, Pittsburgh, until after first , 
| operated Dy Cy! 1 eegnella and 
 aerenge io coe So ee of year. Outfit, doubling from staff | , ; 
Marty Clai Ke, reopened Dec. 3 after lob a tation WEAR has heen at Herbie Fields, in the Army and 
} suspension by the liquor board for C: she ‘a + i : t] wae leader of the reception center or- 
fetes 9 : rreen’s for two months. . 
| Violations. chestra at Fort Dix for months, has 
ees prea | been transferred to Atlantic City. 
|} Sande Williams, orch leader at| Lionel Hampton returning oan ~-———- 
|the Raleigh Room, Hotel Warwick, |Shortly from long Coast sojourn; | Mareia Rice, now vocalist W ith 


un- 


Teddy Powell band has been held 
over at the Dixie hotel, New York. 














(from end to end) 


CAB CALLOWAY 





3 MUSTS FOR YOUR BOOKS 


I BURNED A MATCH | MUMBLE JUMBLE 
OGEECHEE RIVER LULLABY 


RYTVOC, Inc., 1585 B’way, N. Y. (ASCAP) 


No. 36662 Col. 
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BOSTON OPENS NIGHT CLUB 








Midnight Bar Curfew, Gas Rationing 


Lethal Blows to Niteries on Coast 





By JACK HELLMAN 
Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 
The ol’ one-two, the Sunday punch 
plug uglies talk about, smacked the 
nitery operators of this village flush 
on the button—not once, but twice. 
First wallop that sent them stagger- 
ing back into the ropes was gas ra- 
tioning, which eliminates all non- 
essential travel. State Board of 
Equalization then crossed a_hay- 
maker that sent the punch-drunk 
ctim rolling in the resin with a rul- 


ing that closes all drink dispensaries | 


S 


t the stroke of midnight. 


at 


Most of the spots might have sur- | 


vived the first blow, but not the sec- 
ond. Real drinking in the better spots 
generally begins around midnight 
and runs full blast till the 2 a.m. cur- 
few. Taverns can't get by on dinner 
trade alone, 
tle revenue gone, the death knell 
will sound for better than half of the 
spots around town after the holiday 
cleanup. The spots are looking for- 
ward to the biggest New Year’s eve 
in years—the dying fling of operator 
and customer alike. 

The crushing Equalization order, 
superinduced by Army officials, sizes 
up the situation after Dec. 10 thusly: 
hard likker to be sold only between 
hours of 10 am. and midnight, 


the 


applying to both civilian and military | 


quaffers; to men in uniform drinks 
may be served over the bar only be- 
tween the hours of 5 p.m. and mid- 
package sales to the military 
between 5 and 8 p. m. Beer also in- 
cluded in the order, 

Not a Spot That Won’t Be Hit 

There’s not a spot in town that 
won't be hit by the double sockeroo 
Those that survive will have to get 
along on meagre trade, as the spend- 
who are fortunate enough to get 


night; 


ers. 

‘B’ or ‘C’ gas stickers for their wind- | 
shield, will be closely watched by 
OPA spotters for evidence of non- 


essential travel. One of the earliest 
victims of the gas squeeze is a Cali- 


fornia institution—the drive-in eat- 

ery “*hey’re all over town and have 
ard 

been ARES Stags hut they're board- 

a. - i 

Ing up by tne Guzen BAD wes? NY a 

other month an al fresco food foun- 

dry will be a curiosity. 


Night spots and danceries, already 
up to 40° under normal trade, will 
be major casualties after the big kill- 
ing at year’s end. Those in the valley 


on the Sunset county strip and ofl 
the beaten paths of transportatior 
will be hardest hit. Bravest act oi 


times is the scheduled reopen- 


hese 
ing of Ciro’s Dec. 24 by Herman 
Hover and Marcel Lamaze (who re- 
cently deserted Earl Carroll to 
entrepreneur on their own. Both 
experienced nitery bonifaces, they 
should know better. The Mo- 
cambo and intimate Strip spots, 


ich get their big play from 11 p.m 
urfew time, will have just cause 
to take their pla@es at the wailing 


toc 


wall Supper trace is. nil.at these 
siops 
Most envied of all the better sites 
Joe Faber’s Biltmore Bowl, in mid 


downtown, With all hotels fast fill- 


que to tne move d 
outiving ections, and the Bowl lo- 
cated within a block of a dozen cal 
lines and bus runs, there is ever} 
re n to neers that this inn will 
€ pe the withering hand. In Holly- 


wood the Miche will have to be split 
up among Earl Carroll’s, Palladium 
Florentine Gardens. The others 


ald 


won't matter much (if they’re still 
ar und). ) 
Pitt's Biz Blues 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 
Niteries and theatres don’t know 
for sure whether it was gas ration- 
ing or the sub-zero wave but they 
do know that the bottom fell out 
of everything. here last week. In 
some quarters, it was reminiscent of 


those dark days in October, 1929. 
Pix houses were practically empty 
and along the cafe belt, the floor 


were virtually put on for the 

help alone. 
General opinion 

gallons 


shows 


was that those 
weekly had the most 

the collapse, for not only 
lid the highway spots get it in the 
neck downtown 


42) 


’ 
nree 


> do with 


4 
t 
+ 
be I 
¢ 


but so ‘did the 


Continued on page 


and, with the late bot- | 





,* 
a 


Uphold Chi Cafe Nixes 


Chicago, Dec. 8 

_ Suspensions against Rhumba Ca- 
sino, Brass Rail, Capitol Cocktail 
lounge and the Hollywood Show 
Lounge, all in the Loop, were upheld 
last week by the city license appeal 
commission, 

Licenses of the spots, all owned by 
Milton Schwartz and Albert Green- 
fiéld, were revoked July 28 by Mayor 
Kelly after it was reported by Police 
|Commissioner James P. Allman and 
Capt. Thomas Duffy that the Rhumba 
Casino has sold liquor to minors. 


LACK OF TALENT 
HITS NEW YR.S 
EVE PLANS 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 8. 

here are holding up on 
|reservations for New Year’s parties 
| because of the difficulty in getting 














| Hotels 


i bands and entertainers because of 
transit problems, ete. 
One prominent club already has 


cancelled its usually elaborate holi- 
day soiree, and other night spots are 
worrying about talent, with enter- 
|tainers reported hard to lure from 
iNew York and musicians scarce. 
The situation is true in many key 
cities. 

RKO Palace theatre {Is lining up 
a New Year’s vaude show with 
local orchestra, but the Temple is 
experiencing delay in getting both 
Christmas and New Year’s stage 
units. Other theatres plan to stick 
to straight films. 


Detroit Gets the Nix 
ROP. WIPE Oe Te PD > “, aT 
Detroit, Dec. & 
State Liquor Control Commission 
as ruled all spots will have to shut- 
ter at 10 p.m. on Christmas Eve. 
In the past they were allowed to 


continue to 2 a.m. on Christmas and 


—_—_—— 








on New Year's Eve could go around 
the clock from 7 a.m. Dec. 31 until | 
2 a.m. on Jan, 2 


Pitt Roadery Raided, 
Nab Woman Owner, 
4 Gals; No Charges 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 
e of Pittsburg’s srnart- 
was raided early 


Club 51, o1 
roadhouses, 


Saturday 


} 
n ) 


TTY era — hy 
morning td? OF 


tectives, who arrested the owner and 
four § Led by Charles W. Leith 

mer assistant city editor of the 
I t-G 1 ne chief of A 
t en) ( detective 12 
leut} ‘ ved at the cafe na 
ody i cor icted the raid unde: 

tructio by District Attorney 
Russe H.A ns 

Viarie Dolan. owner and operator 
of the club. and the four girls were 
questioned fo everal hours but no 


charges were placed against any of 
them. When detectives raided the 
iclub, they found about 25 persons 
lin the bar and dining room, consist- 
ling of some couples and a 
of men by themselves. Names of | 
ll patrons were taken but they 
were permitted to leave. Also ques- 
tioned were a man and a woman 
found in an upstairs room. 
Club 51 is on the site of 
Towne Club, nitery§ and 
gamblins which was ra 


a 


the old 
swank 


casino, ided 





and shut down in 1936 when it 
failed to follow town’s other hot 
spots closing for a fe w nig!) 7 
following disastrous St. Patrick's 
Dav flood here that year. 

Nils Granlund got a ne) eve 
year contract producer of the 
floc hov at Florentine G: 

jl ¢ 


county de-! 


? 
| 
' 4 
} 
i 


number | 


CAFES AED 
WK. AFTE 
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Modified Activity Marks Re- 
turn After Cocoanut Grove 
Disaster—Dancing Out 


+ 


| 
} 


Except in Hotels—Toll | 


Mounts to 503 Deaths 


GRAND JURY BUSY 


By RUDOLPH ELIE, JR. 


Boston, Dec. 8. 
A week, virtually to the hour, after 
the Cocoanut Grove fire. that 


claimed 503 lives, Boston resumed its 
nightlife when city officials lifted 
the ban on 1,100 restaurants, hotels 
and taverns on Saturday night. The 
major night clubs, however, 35 of 
them, remained sealed, 

All dancing by patrons except in 
hotels was still prohibited and will 
remain so until dance floors have 
been given as careful a check as 
have the decorations, fire-exits and 
other possible fire hazards. Yet danc- 
ing or no, Bostonians hungry for 
division after the gloomiest week 








The Double O.O. 


Municipal authorities through- 
out the nation are stepping up 
their inspection of all places of 


entertainment, notably night 
clubs, 
Decorations particularly are 


getting the veto of the fire com- 
missions. It was a decoration, 
a flimsy artificial palm accident- 


ally set afire, which brought 
about the Boston Cocoanut 


Grove disaster that cost over 500 
lives. Adequate emergency exits 
are also among the ‘musts’ that 
have been crdered. installed in 
niteries all over the country, 
along with fire-profing and other 
safety devices. Most of the at- 
tention, of course, is being paid 


DY Bed DP SIR. Ria et Pe see. Bde Tigh sae *. 


has taught the authorities that 
these, of all the entertainment 
places, have be*n most negligent 
in adhering to the regulations. 
Many niteries have been or- 
dered shut, penauing renovations 
form to fire regul 


+h- . y 
tnat co! ations, 





recent history. 


available night 


] 


the 


although 


Swarme into 
spots, 


noticeable re 


and 


there was straint, the 


tmosphere hardly reflected the di- 
mensions of the appalling catastrophe 

Meanwhile, grand jury proceediags 
continued in the feverish effort to 
fix the blame on those criminally 


negli and as each witne 


pleted his testimony, the extent of 


gent, ; com- 


} 








AGVA Exec Secs Fume Over ‘Brushoff’ 





Si. Louis, Dec. 

Veloz and Yolanda suffered a 
with other entertainment enterprises | 
last week when this burg was be- 
sieged by bad weather. On top of 
this, gasoline rationing program be- 
came effective during the engage- 
ment. Wound up one week stand at 
the American theatre Saturday (5) 
with an estimated gross of $9,000 for 
eight performances. Even the posies 
tossed by the crix could not offset 
the combo of weather and the timid- 
ity of autoists. 


B’WAY CAPITOL 
AGAIN MULLS 
STAGE SHOWS 


Wartime boom may finally cata- 
pault the Capitol, Metro’s Broadway 
showcase, into a_ stage policy. 
Whether it’s to be bands or straight 
vaude is as indefinite as is the pro- 
posal, especially in the light of the | 
nearby Roxy’s endeavor to | 
itself a worthy showcase for 20th- 
Fox product. 

Metro, instead, has been selling | 
away its top product to the Music |: 
Hall (‘Mrs. Miniver,’ ‘Philadelphia | 
Story,’ ‘Woman of the Year,’ ‘Ran- 
dom Harvest,’ etc.), but the Roxy | 

may force a switch at the Cap. Roxy’ S| 
new show, starting today (Wed.), 
with ‘Life Begins at 8:30,’ has Hal 
LeRoy, Mary Healy, Rufe Davis and 
Mary Raye and Naldi topping. Roxy’s 
long-deferred name bandshow policy 
tees off in January with Guy Lom- 
bardo. 

The 











Broadway Strand and Para- 
wae 
houses, have the cream of the ‘or- 
chestra crop sewed up, plus renewal 
options, which has been a stymie for 
the Roxy, further complicated by the 
dearth of bands because of the draft | 








| 


} 


the scandal became increasingly ap- 
parent: Few facis-l: 2) FECA —SO-- 
far to incriminate ndividuals 





although such glaring mistakes as 


ers, headed by Mickey 
Mayfair and the Latin Quar- 
agreed to pay salaries of 
Is for two weeks, at 
time it is expected 
will be al- 


af 
of the 
ter, have 
more than 60 git 
after which 
of the big 

resume 


least, 


niteries 


most 


lowed to 


There are, how-ver, many aller 

spots which hire he lent on a 

-eek] vith contract nd 

which w be unable to care for 

lose thrown out of work. One girl, 

reste re! rted to ‘ e cole 

€ 8 n Har Dp f 

( f f ecit it ie off of 
the Ame n Guild of \ ( A 

(C ed on pi 


. " 23,3 ; 
i dermis aispiay failed to be 


the employment of an_ unlicensed 
imateur electrici to install fittings 
( Dti¢ 1 ay nen 

ll the retu are } Authe ies 
. the estigatio Vili NOT 

Se ¢ ana tne press ! pus! ig 

fo ( plete howdow 

Plenty Hardship 

A h mé f the hundreds of 

¢ taine o were thrown out 
of work ave returnec plenty of 
hardship obtains, for the ‘A’ } 
literies, or those which obviously 
lave the biggest entertainment pay- 
roll, are indefinitely closed. Man- 


and the new Hollywood filmusical 
eall. 


Central, Bway, Back | 


To Grind Films After | 
‘Girl’ Shows Floperoo 


Brandt house on 
Broadway, returned to a grind film 
policy last week after two months | 
of minor ‘girl’ shows and disappoint- 
ing. business. House needed $6,000 | 


The Central, 


|per week to break even, says the 
nanagement, and got into the black 
only once, early in the run. 

The boxoffice doldrums were at- 
tributed to bluenose activities which 
prohibited any stripping in the show. 
Billing was ‘Blonde Bombshell,’ but 
when the marquee promise of epi- 


‘USO Negro Unit Shaken 


Redstone | 


realized 


when once the wishm en were inside, 
e word got around and b.o, anemia 
et in, according to reports. 
With grind film policy house 


Up in Midwest Mishap 


Dec. 8 
Down,’ of 
Dec 


Omaha, 
ingin’ On 


Unit ae ‘Sw 
! Shows canceled its 


USO-Camy 


5 show at Fort Crook, outside 
Omaha, after the bus carrying the 
troupe overturned in a severe st 
No one was injured. Unit ntinued 
s per edule fier the brief lay 
fF 

Cast I tne ¢ v¢ » sno consist 
of Lee N ‘ Pete Sister 
(3). Cool Brown, F ane 


| Artistes of 


iof AGVA. 
| onmendations 


| package 


sino 


By 4 A’s on Naming National Leader 
| Veloz-Yolanda 9G, St. L. : 
cS 


Executive secretaries 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists checked out of New York 
last weekend fuming over an al- 
leged brushoff by the international 
‘board of the Associated Actors and 
America. The AGVA 
branch heads had come from all over 
the country, huddled in N. Y. for 
three days, claim they brought out 
sundry plans for organizational re- 
visions and settled on Car] Dennis, 
exec secretary of the AGVA local 
in Detroit, as their candidate for 
the job of national exec secretary 
Their report and rec- 
were submitted te 
the 4A’s board Friday (4), which 
promptly tabled it until it had a 
chance to mull and digest the mat- 
ters covered in the report. 

This action sent the exec secre- 
taries home in a huff. It was virtu- 
ally their first collective interest in 
the national, and the parent union, 
to their way of thinking, is side- 
stepping their help. It’s no secret, 
on the other hand, that the 4A’s 
is convinced that many of the 
AGVA locals are extravagant and 


shy about fulfilling their financial 
Obligations. Most of the locals are 


delinquent in their per capita dues, 
while some of them just refuse to 
pay. 

In particular, the local executives 
are dissatisfied with the way the 
4A’s stepped into the Arthur Wirtz- 
|AGVA dispute after the recent 
Chicago confab of the midwest exec 
| sec retaries was interrupted to send 
a detachment to Indianapolis to 
pull the Wirtz-Sonja Henie arena 
ice show that was playing there. 


Cafe Packages 
Built by MCA 
To Offset Names 








Charlie Miller and Jack Bertell, 
|Music Corp. of America v.p.s, are 
‘furthering a new idea of building 
shows for niteries. It is 
primed to replace the paucity of big 
The MCA package 
will embrace specially written songs, 
skits, fully cast, even unto the band 
to go with the revues. They would 
be rotated, as miniature roadshows. 

Idea is also to make ’em adaptable 


for pre houses. 


WALTERS REOPENING 
2 MIAMI NiTERIES 


fe names. 


entation 


.ou Walters is reopening his 
Latin Quarter, Miami, Dec. 18 
despite the Army takeover of the 
resort, on the theory that there are 
enough office: men and femme 
visitors to make it worthwhile. He’s 
ropping the $3 top to $2.50 mini- 


mum. It’s the same show which is 
losing this week to make room for 
a new revue at the Latin Quarter 
n Broadway Mazzone’s Apaches, 


nA » Fuller 6, Caro] King, Helene 
varroll, 3 Shades of Blue and 
Stanley Twins (from the new Ca- 
Royale, N. Y., which she’s 
leaving because of a previous com- 
mittment with Walters) comprise 
the Miami layout. 


Walters is also reopening is 


Casanova, a more intimate Miami 
Beach spot, the next day (19), with 
Harry Spear, Lorraine de Wood, 
Andrews Sisters and Jacqueline 
Mignac, plus other acts to fill. 

A € layout, staged by Mme 
Komarov who put on the ‘Folies 
Bergeres’ shov for Clifford C. 
E er in Paris and here, opens at 

f York Latin Quarts next 
Ic (14) Tne departing show 
yreaking its jump with a Birm- 
engagement and a few free 
nces for the Air Corps in 

t le FI 


of locals in 


acer’ ree 


age. 


shod aera 


vn 
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id 
@ 





42 VAUDEVILLE 


VARTETY 





Wednesday, December 9, 1942 





Gale and N. Y. Par 


in Compromise 


On Ink Spots’ RKO One-Nighters 





4 
Moe Gale, manager of the Ink 
Spots: Bob Weitman and Harry 
Levine, managing director and 


booker, respectively, of the N. Y. 
Paramount theatre, adjusted their 
differences Monday (4) over Gale's 
booking the quartet into a week 
of one-nighters in RKO nabe houses 
around N. Y. Paramount had ob- 
jected to showing the quartet in 
the RKO houses, on the grounds 
that the Par had options on their 
future services which the local 
showings would injure. According- 
ly, Gale and the Par execs worked 
out an adjustment ef the Spots’ sal- 
ary for their next Par appearance. 

Before the settlement, however, 
Gale had been ordered to cancel 
the RKO bookings by James C. 
Petrillo, head of the American Fed- | 
eration of Musicians. Petrillo en- 
tered into it because of his Form B 
contract, which all theatres are now 
using (Ink Spots are AFM mem- 
bers). This contract does not carry 
a clause giving any theatre protec- 
tion of time and distance on. book- 
ings. Prior to Form B, Par’s con- 
tracts stipulated that talent booked 
by the theatre couldn’t play an- 
Other house within 50 miles for 60 
days before and 30 days after. When 
Petrillo brought forth Form B, he 
wouldn't stand for any changes or 
clauses, but assured the theatre own- 
ers that he would give them nomi- 
nal play-date protection. When the 





AGVA Gets Pay Squawk 
Vs. Helen Reynolds 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 
Complaint has been filed with the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
office here by Lucille Biggs against 
Helene Reynolds, owner of the 
skating act bearing her name now 
playing at the Erlanger theatre. 
Miss Biggs charges that, as a Rey- 
nolds skater, she opened with the 
‘Priorities of 
1942, at a salary of $25 per week 
and that the last week of July, 1942, 
she was given an increase to $30 
per week, less social security deduc- 
tions which gave her a net of $22.50 
and $27 a week. 
According to 
AGVA a minimum of $45: per week 
is paid to chorus girls on the road. 


standards set by 





Edwards Quits in Chi 


As Exec Sec of AGVA 


To Resume Dance Act 


Cincinnati, Dec. 8. 
R. E. ‘Bobby’ Edwards, executive 
secretary of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists local here, has re- 
signed effective Jan. 16 to revive his 
old dancing act of Bobby Edwards 


1942’ show in March, | 


Francis Renault Joins 
Count Berni Vici Unit 


Pittsburgh, Dee, 8. 


Francis Renault, old-time female 
impersonator who's been working 
around here in small niteries lately, 
joined the Count Berni Vici unit last 
week in Johnstown, Pa. Renault is 
of the Julian Eltinge Karyl Norman 
era and at one time earned as much 
as $3,500 weekly when two-a-day 
vaude was in its hey-day. 

His last local appearance was at 
| the Liberty Cafe, a small spot on the 
Northside, for Eddie Peyton. He's 
now 50. 


‘NO SOLUTION YET 








American Guild of Variety Artists’ 
| strike against Leon & Eddie’s nitery 
jin New York continues to dawdle 
|along with the final solution yet to 
i;come from a special negotiating com- 
'mittee appointed by the Associated 
|} Actors & Artistes of America. 

| There was a meeting scheduled for 
| last Wednesday (2) 


IN AGVA-L&E STRIKE 


/county, about 15 miles from 
}of Golden Triangle, 
between the| 


° 9 ° } 
nitery ops and 4A’s committee, but} 


] 
| this was called off at the last minute 
| when Lawrence Tibbett, chairman of 
| the committee, had an unexpected 
rehearsal call at the Metropolitan. 
| Since then the matter has been dis- 
| cussed only at the 4A’s board meet- 
|ing. Others on the 4A’s committee 
‘are Emily Holt, Henry Jaffe, 
|Florence Marston, Walter Greaza and 
|/Paul Dullzell, none of whom are 
| AGVA people. 





Inside Stuff—Vaude-Nitery 


James G@. Balmer, general manager of Harris Amus. Co. in Pittsburgh 
has gone on tour for a few weeks with the ‘Icecapades’ as road director 
for the rink extravaganza in the absence of Norman Frescott, who has 
gone to Hollywood for a month to be at the bedside of his aged and ailing 
mother. Although not owned directly by Harris interests, ‘Icecapades’ is 
controlled by John H. Harris, head of theatre company, through his post as 
president of pas weg Managers Assn., which sponsors the show. 

Frescott is expected to rejoin ‘Icecapades’ around first of year, at which 
time Balmer will return to his Pitt post. 





Coca-Cola has been touring its own camp shows, one a week of one. 
nighters, in Florida, where the jumps from the east coast to the west coast 
of that state are limited. 

Units are intended for institutional buildup. Dick Himber headed one 
show; last week Frankie Masters headed another. Acts are of standard 
calibre, as for instance, Lyda Sue, Stan Kavanagh and Dixie Dunbar, who 


traveled with Masters. 
|| USO NEWFOUNDLAND 
Continued from page 4l UNIT BACK IN U. 5. 
rooms. The casualties have started —-— 


to come in already. Pines, one of the | A vaude unit that had been in 
oldest dine-and-dance places in the | Newfoundland for USO-Camp Shows 
heart |returned to New York early this 
announced that | week after a 26-day trip. Cast con- 
it would be open in the future for | sisted of Russ Brown, Janis Thomp- 
meals only and that music and en-|son, Maude Hilton Co., Gypsy Mar- 
tertainment were out until spring at | koff, Bob Ripa, Iris Wayne and Tony 
least. Martucci orch. 

Vogue Terrace, town’s newest the- Ripa went right out with the Camp 
atre-restaurant and seating around | Shows unit, ‘Going to Town,’ as re- 
1,000, took extra space in the news- | placement for Rollo & Verna Pickert, 
papers to tell the public that its $1 
per person cover charge had been 
eliminated in favor of a $1 per per- 
son minimum. Nut house in Millvale 
was hastily renovating a second floor 
room above the Senator theatre 
downtown and hoped to ge? into it 








| 











Nitery—Gas Ration 

















Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac, N. Y., Dec. 8. 


Par complained about the Ink Spots 
bookings, Petrillo cracked down on 
Gale, ordering him to pull the quar- 
tet and the Tiny Bradshaw band. 

Gale admitted error in that the 
Par’s permission wasn’t asked for 
the RKO bookings, and the dates 
were allowed to proceed when he 
agreed to adjust the Ink Spots’ fu- 
ture Par salary 


and Co. 
i " | 
Edwards has been with AGVA| 
since its inception. | 


No successor has yet been named, 








‘‘Ice-Capades’ Neat | 


$55,000 in New Haven 


New Haven, Dec. 8. 
‘Ice-Capades’ moved out of town 
after sticking for 13 performances in 
Quarter shows have been held over|11 days. It was iongest stand here 
until Jan. 6 due to terrific business. | in three editions of this blade revue 
Latin Quarter show is headed by|and show did approximately same 
Jackie Heller; Sophie Tucker tops | gross as a year ago or nine-perform- 
the Chez Paree bill. Miss Tucker| ance stopover. Although turnstiles 


2 Chi Holdovers 


Chieago, Dec. 8. 
Both the Chez Paree and Latin 














next week and Bill Green, district’s 
leading dance impresario, whose 





Murphy to Versailles; 


ifor 10 years been one of the most 


had already dropped his dinner ses- 
sions and was reported dickering for 
Supporting Elsa Maxwell at the | site of old Spear’s department store, 
Club Versailles, in the Georgie Hale } jn 
show which opens at that N. Y.| future ballroom, probably after first 
nitery next Thursday (17), will be) of the year. 
Dean Murphy, Carol & Sherod, sis- As for the smaller spots on the 
ter dance team, Marina, songstress| highways, they’re just trying to 
\from the Waldorf, and Emil Cole-| hang on until New Year's Eve, after 
'man’s orchestra. Latter has already] which they openly announce that 
|opened there. A new line of girls| they'll go out of business for the 


| also comes into the Nick & Arnold 


N. 7 Riombamba All Set successful operations in the county, | 


temporary and 


| Spot. depression is only 

g sre’ ¢ swing } > 

| Murphy first had been announced | that there'll be an upswing just as 
lfor the new Riombamba. N. Y., | 800M as the public gets used to the 


leas idea and accustomed to public 


opens at the Bowery, Detroit, fol- | registered only two complete sellouts, | tinge She oh poormenged eA "T “i | transportation again. That’s what 
lowing her engagement here, with | overall attendance was okay. Take i ~~ . Ne yA dae rly tone ean lthey earnestly hope anyway. Last 
the Copacabana, New York, to fol-| for the run was an estimated $55,000. }-seltieiag aan the pee " Sueeait | week really took the wind out of 
low. better than satisfactory. | Markert did the decor. Ann Graham, | their sails, especially after — 
= ——— Added to the above gross was a | Chandrg,.Kaly Dancess and, the Me boom in trade all along the belt. 





|day mat which crashed thru with a 
$410,000 .worth in the 
single show. This figure tops any- 
thing of its kind held here and 
| passes similar state projects by a 
su stantial margin. 


stupendous 


PHIL 


| 
| 


Waite, 


Pre. met a  —_~s ih) 7 . } 4 oa 
| spetia. “Bonds-for-a-bomber’ Satur- |'‘Brandwynne and Chavez orchestras . sll 
The Influence in L’ville 


Dorothy Fox Rapid 
3 en : ih CT, Louisville, Dec. 8. 
staging, the girls all from Conover’s 


Ime nm (2 ras rationing, and fact that war 
|model agency. Irwin Graham wrote | 4S Tationing, @ d fe . we 
| the special songs |workers must hit the hay earlier in 


pelea |order to get to work the next morn- 
|ing, is having an odd influence on 
lschedules on local night clubs in the 
suburbs. Silver Slipper, located be- 


;round out the show. 





| Nat Nazarro, Jr., Seeks 


Route 51 spot, on the outskirts, has | 


the center of the Triangle, as his | 


duration. Downtown clubs figure the | 





Marthea Merryfield all hopped up 
over knocking off the $11 question 
jon ‘Can You Top This’ program, 
| Going into War Saving Stamps, 
| vows Marthea. 

Jerry (Loew’s circuit) Sager and 
| Colin Tracy gave the gang a thrill 
|via their unannounced visit at the 
lodge during Thanksgiving. Both 
are ex-Rogersites who made the 
grade here. 

| Frank Conlin (‘Zenero the Con- 
tortionist’), after mastering some 
major operations, left for his Birm- 
ingham, Ala, home. 

Harold Wilkins, ex-producer and 
m.c., Who saw years of service at 
this colony and managed to serve 
his Uncle Sam in Iceland, got an 
honorable discharge from the serv- 
-ice. Too many stomach ailments. 

General reports: Richard Moore 
strictly in bed, John Louden out 
semi-weekly for mild exercise, Helen 
O’Reilly still manages her dress 
shop, Benny Ressler adding pound- 
age between rest periods, Pauline 
Russell back on the job after a hos- 
pital siege, Arthur Alvarez an- 
nouncing for local WMBZ, Earle 
Larrimore producing 15-minute 
shows for local radio, this writer 
still abed fighting recent setback. 

After many weeks of bed routine 
here, Percy Wenrich okay in Chi- 
cago. 

Bob (legit) Cosgrove back at the 
Will Rogers sanatorium after a two- 
week vacash in Boston and Fitch- 


Term Contract 
20th Century-Fox Studios 


Persona! Representatives 
FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif, 











 - - __. 


| currently, 
| Boston 


| Erie principal with the 
show, left cast here for army serv- | 


ice; Jackson and Lyman, 
| pair, due to follow soon. 


comedy 


Show does a week in Montreal 


Outfit is making fewer and 


longer stands this eason, usually 


with a couple of days break to cover | 


transportation difficulties, 
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then hops to Ottawa and | , 
| present executive secretary of local | 


To Have Name Legalized 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 
Nat Nazarro, Jr., former musical 
;comedy and vaude dancing star and 
|chapter of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. petitioned common 
;pleas court here last week for the 
legal right to use that name instead 
of the name James Simpson, given 
him at birth and baptism by his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs, Daniel Simp- 
son, in Philadelphia. FPetition also 
asked for legal change of his wife’s 
name to Marjorie L. Nazarro. She’s 
the former Marge Nelson. cafe 
They were married two 
| years ago 

| 


singe. 


Nazarro, now 329. was adopted 
when 7 by a family named Isaacson, 
who then used the family name of 
Nazarro, according to the petition, 
and at that time was given the name 
he’s used ever since. 





8. Nazarro’s foster-father is 
Nazarro, longtime booker of 
better-known colored acts. 





Josie Houston Replaces 
Norman in ‘Show Time’ 





Time,’ 


hurst, N. Y., Dec. 16, 


turning to the Coast. 





We Three open at Hotel Roosevelt 
Fiesta Room, Pittsburgh, 
; (14), replacing the Four Stylist 





Judge Thomas | 
M. Marshall set a hearing for Feb. | 
Nat | 
the | 


Josephine Houston goes into ‘Show | week-end at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., 
two-a-dayer at the Broad- | and then fills in two weeks in nite- 
replacing | ries before the Conga booking. 

Lucille Norman, Metro singer, re-| 


Miss Houston will double from! 
radio, retaining her Blue network 
shows. 


Monday | 


burg, Mass. 

First time in years Lake Placid 
is not supporting a nite spot. 

(Write to those who are ill). 


tween Louisville and Fort Knox, Ky., 
has had a two o'clock closing hour 


for years. Couple nights ago, dur- 














ing intermission before the 1 o’clock 
floor show, all the patrons left, and A cam 
not a single person was on hand to 


be entertained. Proprietor told the “America’s Newest Sensation 
| 


|}orch they might as well go home. 

| Bulk of the biz in local spots is 
|on weekends, which is creating some 
| talk of several of the popular spots 
| going on a four-day basis, Thursday 
|} through Sunday. and closing up first 
|part of the week. They figure that 
| the expense saved on an orch and 
| floor show during the dull part of 
| the week may mean the difference 


1 SURE FIRE HIT 





between staying in business and = — 
folding up. Society’s Favorite Impressionist 
ee Now completing a Successful Theatre 


Tour With... 


RUSS MORGAN 
and His ORCHESTRA 


Thanks to Eddle Elkort 


READ WHAT THE PRESS SAYS: 


fe jet FOX THEATRHB—ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Carmen Amaya returns to the St. LOUIS POST DISPATCH: 


| New York niteries at La Conga, suc- 


CARMEN AMAYA SET 
| FORN. Y. LA CONGA 


’ “BUT IT IS THH MASTER OF 
ceeding Georgie Price, on Jan. 4, her || CEREMONIES LENNY GALB WHO 
eae , aa STOPS HIS CWN SHOW WITH HIS 
first cafe booking since she came to IMPRESSIONS. HE SHOULD REAL- 
U. S. attention when Monte Proser|]| LY HIT THE VERY TOPS IN THE 
i . 5 THEATRICAL PROFESSION. HAD 
900ked her into his now defunct TO BEG OFF.” 


| Beachcomber on Broadway. 
| She's in for four weeks at a 
|straight figure, around $1,250. Booked 
| by Music Corp. of America. 
| Miss Amaya does concert this 


COLVIN MC PHERSON 





Personal, Management: 
HARRY CREBEN 





Chicago, Ill 
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SIBYL BOWAN 


| Loew’s STATE, New York 
| Week Dec. 10 


Direction: ROGER MURREL 
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Woes of USO Units Mount 





Jacked-Up Hotel Prices, 


Lack of Accommodations 


Among Other Handicaps 





USO-Camp Shows troupes, accus- 
tomed to poor working conditions 
while on the road, are running into 
additional handicaps on 
season, as indicatec by one troupe. 

This unit, which just went through 
New England, paid $3 for a cot in a 
poarding house; last year the tariff 
was $1. Accommodations were no 
better than last season, but with no 
other spot available near the camp, 
there was no alternative but to take 
the gouge. Some of the troupe slept 
on cots in the living room; the 
house was that crowded. 

Now the troupe is looking ahead 
to the hotel in Mobile, Ala., where 
last year the manager refused to 
honor its reservations. At that spot 
they arrived after a long bus jaunt 


to find no rooms, none available | 
anywhere else in town and no 
chance to chan.e and wash before 


driving to the camp and doing the 
chew. Manager of the troupe finally 
phoned the commandant of _ the 
camp who, in turn, called the hotel 
in question. Only then did the hos- 
telry rent them two rooms. Six 
gals bunked in one, eight men 
crowded into the other, all at $2 a 
head. One gal, a name _ player, 
wanted a room for herself and had 
to shell out $6. All this for the privi- 


lege of just washing and resting, 
since the troupe had to move on 
after the show. 


HARTMANS, CAVALLERO 


IN NEW WALDORF SHOW #::«nces 


The Hartmans will the new 
Wedgwood Room show at the Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria, New York, 
band, Carmen Ci 


It’s the first time 


top 


? 


Jan. 8, 


when a new ival- 
lero’s, also goes in, 
for Cavallero. Hereto- 


in this spot 


fore he’s been at the Rainbow Room, 
came to attention. 
Susan Miller, doubling from ‘Beat 
the Band,’ may also be in the new 
show, to fill the singing spot. Xavier 
Cugat’s band goes on tour at that 
time, to make room for Cavallero. 


where he first 


Mayris Chaney Sets 


Own Musical Accomp wii b- 


Francisco, Dec. 8. 


\Iayris Chaney, dancing protege olf 


San 


T or Roosevelt, organized her 
own musical accomp for the engage- 

nt of herself and partner, Julio 
Alvarez, here at the Persian Room 
of the Sir Francis Drake hotel. In- 


alled Hershey Martin as director of 


en-plece orch, which features 
nging of Manda Lane, and two 
pianos operated by Glenn Hurlbert 


and Dick Foy. 

Entire Persian Room show is being 
supplied by Miss Chaney, since it 
consists of the band and the Chaney 


4 


wnd Alvarez dance team 





| 
| 


Chi Awaits OK 


| 


the new} 


~ By Mayor On 
Gals at Bars 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 
City council approved an ordinance 
last week restoring the right of 
'women to drink at bars, providing 
jthey are accompanied by male es- 
| corts. The ordinance 


last August, 
{protect men of the armed forces from 


forbidding | 
women to drink at bars was passed | 
its intention being to | 
|'and the variety of copies of it. Most 








women of doubtful repute and host- | 


esses. Since then so many service 


men and their girls have been unable 


ito get seats at tables because of the speech in 1901 on religion brings 


crowds that the law became more 


unpopular every day. 


| The amended ordinance probably | Easter Papal benediction in 1939 is 
| will become effective by Dec. 22 un- | rally in Berlin is $5.59 for two sides. 


less Mayor Kelly vetoes it. 


When the ban against women at | 


bars went into effect last August, 
cocktail lounge operators complained 
that the law was keeping women out 
of their places entirely and that busi- 
|ness was affected from $100 to $300 a 
night. Performers suffered, too, their 
acts not going over so well because 
of the lack of feminine patrons, indi- 


cations that the women were good 


Argentinita Troupe 

e 4 . e.¢« b ] 8 Chi 
Quits ‘Priorities’ in Chi 

‘ Chicago, Dec. 8. 
Argentinita, her sister, Pilar Lopez 
and Federico Rey left the cast of 

‘Priorities of 1942’ on Sunday (6). 
When Rey, whose real name is 





|at Hyde Park, where all the Roose- 


Vanity Recording 


Continued from page 40 





program. Most people, Rabinowitz 
has learned, don’t give a darn ; bout 
anyone else on the show but them- 
selves and a large part of his busi- 
ness is excerpting particular parts 
of longer shows for the person jn- 
volved in that special portion. 
Keeps Originals 

Audio-Scriptions 
Original disc out of its hands, al- 
ways selling copies. Thus it has ac- 
quired almost 150,000 sides, contain- 
ing nearly 175,000 items. In addi- 
tion, Rabinowitz has obtained re- 
cordings of voices of many famous 
men—William Jennings Bryan (1901), 
Woodrow Wilson (1915), Thomas 
A. Edison (1908), Amelia Earhart 
(1936), Will Rogers (six sides), 
Douglas Corrigan (1938) and hun- 
dreds of others. He values the en- 
tire library at well over $500,000. 
Seventy-five to 100 new voices are 
added daily. 

Prices vary on copies of the well 
known names, according to the im- | 
portance of the particular speech 


never lets an 





| 
| 


| 


however, 
less per 
Bryan's 


day stuff, 
slightly 
Jennings 


modern 
for $2 or 


William 


of the 
goes 
surface. 


12-inch 
his 


two 
giving 


each of its 
Pius XII 


$3.25 
sides. 


for 
Pope 


$5.50 for one side. Hitler at a 1937 


There’s a steady demand for the 
recordings of famous people by 
Hollywood, legit and radio shows, 





such as March of Time, which try 
to imitate actual voices. 

President Roosevelt’s larynxian 
product is the hest preserved in} 
Rabinowitz’s library with well over | 
200 speeches. These fill almost 2,000 
sides ang_run 115 hours, Churchill | 
is represented with 35 speeches. In- | 
cidentally, the Presidential library 





|velt state papers are preserved, is 
negotiating for a complete set of the | 
President's discs. | 


Freddy Wittop, was ordered back to | 


| 


| each, 


New York to receive his final army 
physical examination, the Spanish | 
daneer, deprived of her. dancing} 


partner of three seasons, decided to 
leave also for three weeks’ rest and 
rehearsals before starting on a 
cert 
mas. Wittop, incidentally, is also a 


stage designer. 


con- 


tour immediately after Christ- | 


It is doubtful that any replacement | 


the show is 
nutes overtime, 


made as 
] 2 to ] 5 Mm 


unning 


Playhouse, Port., Ore., 


Quits Vaude, Just Pix 
Dec. 8 


. 1 
seattie, 


The Playhouse (Evergreen), Port- 
land. will discontinue vaude, Len 
Mantell of Bert Levey offices here 
reports. It'll close stage shows Dec 
20, with pictures continuing. Levey 
office had booked 

House gave stage shows a six-week 


trial 


Milton Rosen and Everett Carter 


wrote ‘Full Speed With Guns Up,’ 
to be sung in ‘Don Winslow of the 
Coast Guard’ at Universal. 





























So many thanks 
to ALL who made 
our stay in ‘SHOW- 
TIME’ a grand I 
memory. 


Jayne & Adam 
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The DiGATANOS 


‘Fashions in Dance’’ 


OEW’S 


GENERAL 


yh 
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STATE 
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| 


| 


| 


now | 


recorded was | 
coronation of King George VI} 
Queen Elizabeth in 1937. It] 
ran for 13% hours and fills 104 sides. | 
sells for $3.50 for each 

faced record All of the 
the ceremonies bought sets at $805 
which provided one of Audio- 
Scriptions major killings. In fact. 
the coronation holds the record 
Rabinowitz’s best seller. There’s a 
demand for it from mu- 
colleges and other educa- 
organizations. 

George's and Queen Eliza- | 
tour of the United States and 
1939 fills 157 discs, but 
many different speeches, 
descriptions of parades 


Longest single event 
the 


and 


constant 


SCuUuITis, 
tional 
King 
beth’s 
Canada in 
consist of 


greetings, 


land the like from scattered locales. 
The Republican National Convention 
in 1936 took 111 dises, but only 100 
in 1940. Democrats are much long- 
er winded, @éating into 216 waxings 
'in 1936 and 161 in 1940 
Following the Duke of Windsor’: 
abdication, Rabinowitz sent him a 
ecording of the famed final speech 
for free. He ordered another copy, 
however, on May 19, 1941, on alumi- 
1 Audio-Scriptions used to put 
its recordings on aluminum be- 
|fore the ‘ stopped that The 
| abdication speech was never much 
of a sellei $5.50 for two sides, 
Victor, Columbia and the _ other 
popular recording companies hav- 
zg to the market with a 
egular 75-cent dise issue. 
Orders come to Rabinowitz from 
ange places, one recently having 
’ ed fron Mme. Chiang Kai- 
r > ! j Ra- 
) é é € I 
( %s 
‘ F P 
r buy 
Alfred J IcCoske f 
¢ O VI r of 


WOR, was ;% er ( custome! 
So was R. T. Howard, provost of 
Coventry, who wanted ; escription 
he had 
lion of 


Dproaacast OL tne NaZzl ademo- 


the English town. 


Eugene Burns, night editor of the 
| Associated Press in Honolulu, re- 
cently wrote for the Dec. 12, 1941, 
broadcast of March of Time. He 


Was impersonated on the show and 


wanted to hear what kind of voice 
| MOT gave him. 

Owners of famed racehorses are 
also good customers They want 
platters of races in which their nags 
‘an. When they have a winner 
they often buy a whole flock of 
copies to send all their friends. Air- 


: work and helped organize 
sh Telegraphic 


important prize fights also 
bevy of orders. 
Rabinowitz is a Ukranian who used 
to practice law in Istanbul. He 
drifted from that into newspaper | 
the Jew- 
Agency. j 


ings of 


bring in a 


as | 


23 In Colored Troupe Overcome By 
Monoxide While Sleeping in Bus 


+ 





WAAC Who Went 
AWOL Found As 


Burley Stripper 


Des Moines, Dec. 8. 

After featuring her for five days 
as an ‘exotic glamour girl from Hol- 
lywood’ and giving her a strip turn, 
Pete DeCenzie, manager of the Ca- 
sino burley house here, learned that 
Amber d’Georg was a WAAC who 
had gone AWOL. Her real name, he 
learned from several other> WAACs | 
who identified her at the Thanks- 


giving matinee show, is Catherine 
Gregory. 


Col. J. A. Hoag, commandant at 
the Fort Des Moines Army post, has 
ordered an investigation into the 
girl’s five-day disappearance but in- 
timated that no punishment would 
be meted out as ‘she probably didn’t 
realize her responsibility.’ 

DeCenzie said the girl came to 
him asking for a tryout and saying 
she had been stranded by another 
show. When he discovered she had | 
talent as a dancer he decided to fea- 
ture her. ‘She went over big, too,’ 
DeCenzie said, expressing regret at 
losing her. 


HOLD THAT ASSEMBLY LINE! 


Akron, O., Dec. 8. 
Curley Burns, long a figure in | 





midwest tabloids and more recently | 


| 


of night clubs, and Johnny Berk- | 


heimer, m.c. in this territory, have | 


plant. 





Fairmont, W. Va., Dec. 8. 

Twenty-three colored entertainers, 
members of Irving Miller’s Brown- 
skin Models, narrowly escaped death 
when overcome by monoxide gas 
in Clarksburg while en route from 
Portsmouth, O., to this place. 

After traveling most of the night 
the troupe reached Clarksburg at 
3:45 a.m., and went to sleep in the 
bus outside a service station while 
waiting for it to open. Because of 
intense cold the motor was left 
running in an effort to produce heat. 

Irving Miller, manager, first dis- 


covered that the passengers were 
overcome and summoned help. A 
first aid squad applied artificial 
respiration. 

Nonna Saunders’ and Evelyn 
Branch were removed to a hospital. 
After emergency treatment the 
troupe was removed to a_ school 


where they spent the day. 

The company failed to reach Fair- 
mont until 11 o’clock at night and 
cancelled its scheduled performance 


at the local armory. A near riot 
resulted when ticket holders were 
informed there would be no show, 


necessitating a call for a police riot 


squad. 
Miller refunded the money to 
ticket purchasers. 





New Year’s Bookings 


Anthony Allya and Hodge, Bob 
Maurice and Eve Matthews booked 
into Chateau Frontenac, Quebec, for 
New Year’s eve by Music Corp. of 
America. 

MCA also announced following 
bookings: DeMay, Moore and Mar- 
tin, Phyllis Claire, Maria Dale and 
Maurice and Cordoba, into the Mt. 
Royal Hotel, Montreal, starting 
Monday (14), indef; Talia, The Stad- 
and Ben Yost’s Commandos, 
also into the Mt. Royal, starting Dec. 
30, indef, and Day, Dawn and Dusk 
into the J’ai hai Cafe, Columbus, O., 
for six weeks starting Monday (14). 

Walter Liberace, booked into the 


lers 


a | taken jobs in the Goodyear aircraft | park Lane Hotel. Buffalo, for indef 
nobles a 


engagement, opened Monday (7). 
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ists, under Henry Dunn (of Cross 
and Dunn), who came to Boston fo: 
just purpose, has be 
publicized, and all entertainers n 
ing relief need only identify them- 
selves 

Stars and fea 


en weile- 


such a 


te NT 


‘ecd- 


ture-billed entertain- 
contracis are In a 


’ 


el working on 
icult position, for all of them 
is presumed, had conventional 
tracts which stipulate that events 
over which the contracting parties 
have no control nullify the contract. 
The Cocoanut Grove fire is such 
event. Those with contractual agree- 
ments were to be paid in any case 
through Monday night (7), with liv- 
ing expenses supplied until such time 
as the club reopened. 

As it regarded motion picture ex- 
ecutives and entertainers, the death 
toll remained as announced in last 
week's ‘Variety’ the one addition 
being that of Mrs. Charles Stern, 
whose husband, eastern district nan- 
ager for UA, died in the fire, and 
th one correctio: being that of the 
non-existent ‘Mrs. Lawrence Stone.’ 
The Mono salesman was a bachelor. 
Scott Dunlap’s condition was re- 
ported unchanged, which is taken 
i to mean that his chances are 50-50. 
The condition of Barney Welansky, 

ore of the owners of the Grove, if 

not the owner, (much vital informa- 
tion concerning the club’s ownership 

nd operation remains to be 
threshed out and many of its records 
are completely and singularly miss- 
ing), was described as precarious. 

He has been hospitalized for three 

weeks and was not on the club's 

premises when the fire broke out. 
Ban Revolving Doors 

While virtually every inflammable 
decoration and geegaw was off the 
valls of Boston’s entertainment 

« spots and even film houses subjected 
themselves to careful scrutiny of 
detail, the first practical application 
of the lessons learned was the ban 

On revolving doors. Other measures 

of an even stricter nature are ex- 

pected before the week is out. 

In addition to the investigations 
by the Bushnell-Foley forces and the 
fire department, the FBI has been 
active, inasmuch as nearly 50 serv- 
icemen lost their lives in the fire. 
Much interest in the investigation 
centers around the club’s ‘free list,’ 
consisting of a trunk load of Annie 
Oakleys bearing the names be local 
Officials and politicians ‘1 
we won't have to spell for you,’ 
one detective. Evidence of criminal 
negligence is already in the 
of investigators, it is claimed. 


¥ 
Cilil 


con- 


ee eaten 


a 


an 


VNR ere 


ee 





said 


The opening of all but the larger 
night clubs on Saturday night 
brought out large crowds. Even 
public singing had been banned 


along with entertainment, music, ra- 





di Os, dancir gZ and jukeboxes, and the Providence night spots for the two- 
lifting of the order v was accompanied | fold purpose of removing fire hazards 
by aswarming into thiee places open. | and providing a permanent record 
Managers reported that all displayed | Of floor plans of ail such places. 
a lively curicsity in the spot's gen- Meanwhile, the City Bureau of Po- 
eral layout, many requesting to see | lice and Fire ordered that no liquor 
the exits before settling down to|!sShould be sold in any rooms below 
celebrate. Dancing by patrons was | street level, and also ordered imme- 
out, but many spots put on their| diate removal of revolving doors 
regular dance routine from the entrances to three down- 
No permits were issued for Sun-! town Providence establishment 
day entertainment, however, and it Throughout the city many club 
is not likely they will be issued for | owners were stripping their estab- 
some time. It was not generally | lishments of artificial palm trees and 
known that such permits were js. | other decorations which proved t 
sued weekly. The lifting of the ban | be highly inflammable after tests by 
affected all but 35 night spots, and | City Fire Chief Thomas H. Cotter. 
all major ones are closed but the | In other instances owners were pre- 
Silver Dollar and the first floor of | paring to cut new doorways and 
the Casa Manana. other exits: to straighten out confus- 
ling corridor and to install exit 
— m llict 
Officials Study Fire oo ota diel 
7 oe Gee oe eee eS eee 
iCG i I OUS OLNer Ccom- 
The uncut newsreel prints of the | munities thr ough ut the state 
Cocoanut Grove nitery holocaust I Ne vport. Mayor Herbert E 
Boston were screened for Arn y, | Maccau directed an inspection of 
Navy and civilian defense officials | all dine and dance places, as well a 
in New York last Thur "sday (3). | other places of public entertainment. 
Showing was not for censorship is 
, reasons but for an analytical study | Pitt Shuts Several for Safety 
Fh of what unfortunately was a fair | Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 
P sample of what might ensue if; As aftermath of Cocoanut Grove 
j a came over on a bomb- | disaster in Boston, Villa Madrid, one 
f I hansen : |'of town’s leading niteries, 
¥ Newsreel companies hada thorough | closed by police last week for sev- 
' Job on coverage of disaster since | eral days until a second exit was 
ie it was hours before things were | cut into the wall and a steel door 
‘ under control. By studying prints | was erected between the kitchen and 
; the officials responsible for Civilian | main dining room. Spot, owned 
defense hoped to pick up a few | and operated by three veteran cafe 
pointers on crowd handling andj men locally, Etzl Covato, John La- 


rescue work under actual, 
lated, conditions. 


not simu- 


A No New Year’s Paper Hats 

iv Harry Finkelstein, proprietor of, 

; the 51 Club, N. Y., has written Mayor 
LaGuardia a suggestion for a ‘safe 
and sane New Year's Eve.’ The re- 


a cent Boston holocaust is a primary 
reason for making this suggestion. 


‘At the 51 Club we are accepting 





hands | 


| 





iNew Year's Eve reservations with 
the proviso that gue are not to 


expect or to bring paper hats, con-! 
fetti, noise makers, or anything else 
adjudged _ inflammable. While we 
| live up to the letter of the law as re- | 


gards fireproofing conditions, the use 


of these flimsy objects definitely con- 
stitute a fire hazard. There is no law 
that can possibly control panic which 


incurred by the slightest 
ese dubiou 
evening’s fun can be done away with 
‘at all night spots. thereby safeguard- 
New Year's Eve celebrants and 
night We are enforcing 
same reguia' tion at the Ringside, 
other establishment operated by 
us,’ he wrote. 
More Lucky Escapes 

Martin J. Mullin and Sam Pinanski, 
widely known and prominent theatre 
operators, who run the M. & P. cir- 
‘uit, which blankets New England, 
escaped the Boston fire because of 
the necessity to leave Boston 
day Nov. 28, to attend the 
Paramount theatre convention in Hot 
| Springs, Ark. They wives 

1ad been invited to the Buck Jones- 
| Monogram party, and in all prob- 
jability would have gone. 
| Alee Moss, exploitation director for 
Par, who was in Boston the night of 
ithe blaze, would have gone but for 
the fact he had put in a long day and 
wanted to go to bed. Likewise, Harry 
Reiners, in charge of exploitation for 
!RKO, who says he might have gone 
also if he hadn't been called to N. Y. 
|over the weekend. 
| Another who missed the Jones- 
|Mono party, though invited, was 
George West, who is interested in the 
'Cincinnati and Kansas City fran- 
chises on Mono product. Suddenly 
called back to the Coast, 
|now headquarters, he left on the day 
lof the fire for Chicago to pick up 
Mrs. West there. 

Douglas Netter, son of Leon Netter, 
Par theatre executive, who’s at Holy 
| Cross college, was in Boston on Nov. 
28, but a check revealed he had not 
| gone to the Cocoanut Grove, though 
some classmates had. Netter at the 
time was on his way to Hot Springs. 


would be 
blaze. Tl 


1djuncts to an 


ing 
the 
the 


the 


spots. 


afternoon, 


sl th si 
ailGa tlicil 


Proy. Removes Revolving 


| Doors, K.O. Cellar Spots. 


R. I., Dec. 8. 


Providence, 


Satur- | 





where he | 


‘town room, the main entrance and 


a kitchen exit, were sufficient since 
the basement club is of concrete 
construction, 

Authorities were busy checking 
rcoms all over town and several of 
the smaller boozeries, where there's 
entertainment, were ordered to put 
in emergency exits immediately and 


,fiteproof decorations Couple ol 


spots generally believed to have 
been fire-traps inasmuch as they 
had only one exit and this up a 
flight of stairs got okay from 
police because of their fireproof 


construction. Theatres likewise got 
a thorough going-over from the city 


fathers, 


caused Boston’s Cocoanut Grove 


‘Nat'l Fire Ass’n Exec 


' 

tragedy. He said he would confer | 
with Ralph Thomas, State Liquor ° 
Commission chairman, on strength- | Sees More Stringent 
ening rules covering decoration of | ‘ ‘i 
drinking places, La f All N 
| ‘We don’t want anything like that | W or iteries 
|to happen here.” Van Wagoner said aaa 
}in commenting on the Boston fire. | As a result of the Boston fire, 
“If it seems desirable to ban hazard- | ‘there will doubtless be a wave of 
,ous decorations during the Christ-| state and city legislation regulating 
| mas-New Year’s period, we will not| night clubs,’ it was predicted by 
rita There may be some bet- | Robert S. Moulton, technical secre- 
ter answer, however.’ | tary of the National Fire Protection 

Rnvven Ba James D. Dotsch as- | Association and secretary of its 
sured the governor of the liquor | committee on Safety to Life. 


Chi OK Says Fire Chief 
Chicago, Dec. 8 

Commenting on the Cocoanut 
Grove disaster in Boston, Fire Com- | 
missioner Mic! 1ael J. Corrigan said 
that Chicago’s night clubs and 
similar places of amusement are in- 
spected twice each week. Paper- 

mache decorations are taboo. 


Theatres are inspected daily by 35 
fireinen assigned to the fire 
tion bureau and are also 
by battalion chiefs, the commis- 
sioner said. The bureau tests and 
all so-called fireproof ma- 
for 


ap- 


preven- 
visited 


passes on 
terial before permilting its use 
decorative purposes. This rule 
plies to whether it is a piece of 


commission’s desire to cooperate, | 
‘In agreement with State Fire Mar- 
shal Arnold C. Renner, our rules 
now permit use of decorative mate- 
rials that have been fireproofed,’ 
Dotsch said. 

A checkup of Detroit’s 500 night 


‘It is indeed high time that these 
potential! death traps are brought 
into line with the established fire 
safety requirements that have long 
; applied to theatres and other places 
of public assembly,’ he asserted. 


Sse tincaah ‘amide Sactiadl ebudian aap ‘The Building Exits Code of the 

vot y y M: ne 3 aria ep i Fire c ym. | National Fire Protection Associa- 
rs ayor Jeffries < ire Come | ;. . ‘ 

Gers © eo eure one | tion, which dates back to 1913, is 


Nate S. Sh: yperoa, 
Clean Bill For Coast 
Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 
Blackout preparations, carried out 


missioner 


available as a guide. for legislation 
which will require reasonable fire 
safeguards involving a minimum of 
| inconvenience and expense to the 
No legislation, however, 


operators, 


by Theatr or vreau. ; 3 
= the : eg = — 4 . ne will be effective in preventing repe- 
AEE 1 " tren 4 ; 
revi - 8 ~ “ae ogct hragiy it “| tition of such tragedies unless it is 
— © ates ngeses sae Gm & competently enforced without inter- 
{duplication of the Boston tragedy, 


| according 


| area, 


scenery, a drape or anything used | 
for decorating, such as flags, fes- 
toons, etc. 

Outside of the city, Chief High 
McCarthy, of the county highway 
police, issued orders for the strict 


inspection of the estimated 900 clubs 
and roadhouses in the Chicago area. 

The last disastrous fire that swept 
a roadhouse outside of the Chicago 
city limits was in March, 1935, when 
flames spreading from flimsy deco- 
rations destroyed the Rendezvous in 
Morton Grove, killing seven patrons 


fand injuring 21 others. 
Pa. Stricter, Says Official 
Harrisburg, Pa., Dec. 8. 
State Secretary of Labor and In- 


Hines, 
night 


lustry Lewis G. 


Boston’s disastrous club fire, 





as a result of | 
|closed. Two other cellar beer spots, | 4, 


|has instructed department inspectors | 


|to warn night club 
others concerned with public gather- 
|ings, against use of flammable mate- 
{rial in holiday decoration. 
| Declaring he didn’t think 
|be sensible to sit back 


‘it would 
in a catastro- 


pre of this kind and take it for 
granted everything is safe.’ Hines 
|pointed out his department has a 


City Building Inspector Alexander force of 75 men charged with making 


Addeo h 


tigation 


as announced that an 
being conducted by 


inves- 


his de- 


‘partment would lead to recommenda- | 


other municipal 
reguiaticns to elim- 
clubs, dine 


similar estab- 


tions to police and 
agenciés here for 
inate fire hazards in night 
and dance places and 
lishments. 

Addeo said he his assistants 
were making a rigid inspection of all 


and 


| 
|zaro and Mike Morra, immediately 
hired a crew of workmen to 
| ply with city’s orders and was 
again over the weekend. 

| Technicality on which Villa Ma- 
| drid got the stop order was its 
'failure to obtain a $l-a-day 
permit from the city. Covato 
fire inspectors 
believed the two 


come 





open 


exits at the down- 


LO | 


was | The Oasis, 


dance | 
told | 


that he had always| by 


;periodic inspections of some 45,000 
| public gathering buildings. 

Had the Bost 
‘ylvania, Hines said, 
required that 
six exists, plainly 
obstructed aisles leading to doors 
;equipped with panic bolts that auto- 
imatically permit opening under pres- 
‘sure. Revolving doors, such as im- 
peded exit in the Boston club, 
be in addition to the required outlets 


state law would 
there be five or 
marked, with un- 


have 


under Pennsylvania law. 
Expressing the oninian that such a 


disaster could not happen in Penn- 
|sylvania ‘unless there would be some 
violation of the law such as blocking 
exits,’ Hines pointed out that 
vivania law provides for approval 
department before public 
are erected and the number 


1 


by the 
buildings 


of exists is determined by the ca- 
pacity. 
Balto Clamps Down 
| 
| Baltimore, Dec. 8. 


A three-way probe intu safety con- 


must 


proprietors and | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


J 
| 
| 


on fire been in Penn- | 





| 
| 


| 
j 
| 


| rationing 


ference by political or commercial 


to Battalion Chief Henry interests.’ 
R. Boone, of the city fire depart- 
ment, who has been collaborating on 
safety tactics with the various 
phases of the show business in this | 


Contending that the Cocoanut 
Grove disaster in Boston was ‘clearly 
due to gross violation of several of 
the fundamental principles of fire 
safety which have been demon- 
strated by years of experience and 
which should be well known to 
everybody,’ Moulton added: 

‘A night club is essentiaily a 
place of public assembly in the same 
life hazard class with a theatre but 
having greater possibilities of fire.: 
As a result of the Iroquois theatre 
fire in Chicago in 1903, when 602 
people were burned to death, thea- 
tres in the United States are well 
regulated by fire laws. Automatic 


Inflammable decorations have been 
removed from all places of public 
amusement. Of the 225 houses in 
the Theatre Defense Bureau’s cov- 
erage, only four have been found 
lax in regulations, and these are 
being revamped to comply with the 
rules. 


Seattle’s Law Reaction 
Seattle, Dec. 8. 
Night spots of all types were hard 
hit the past week by news of th 


a ; sprinklers are required over com- 
Boston disaster. City officials start- | puctible stage scenery, adequate 
ed close inspection as to fire hazards | oxyits are required and regular in- 
and general safety at clubs and spections are made in accordance 
theatres. with the law to make sure that 





+ a! re . “re : 
The Boulder beer hall was ordered |exits are free and unobstructed and 


that all fire precautions are ob- 
where there are bands and dancing | corvyeq 


(but no floor shows), were ordered | 
to improve exits. They are the Al-| njieq to night clubs which are far 
lak and the Spinning Wheel. _ | more dangerous than theatres, Night 
> 2c > ine | ’ . 4 
Attendance at all places since the | ciyps commonly are located in old 
oston tragedy dropped drastically, | buildings made over for the purpose 


‘No such safeguards have been ap- 











taking a real jolt also from gasoline | aq practically every known rule 

EOtSeHIDG. of fire safety is violated. The Cocoa- 
}nut Grove building was certainly 

. . . li}no worse than hundreds of other 

| Patriotic Edict | night clubs located throughout the 

United States.’ 

Continued from page 5 =——! 























cated the customers to double bills. | 
One thing to help him here is gas | 
and inadequate public 
now | 


| ” 
| Hawaii 


Continued from page 4 











transportation. They will serve, 

that the public is being mighty is still complimenting us on the ac- 
| Sparing in the use of cans, IN| tion he received from all. I have 
holding the trade locally until the) not Jost one hour or day since Dec. 
fans can be educated back to a single | 7 last, and intend keeping my rec- 
film diet. But the small operator, | 5.4 perfect until we have success- 
basic to the switchover, has to have] ¢ujjy rolled them up, and blown 
‘patriotism’ to help him make the them all to bits. 


Penn- | 


ditions of Baltimore night clubs was 
broadened to include all theatres, pic- | 
ture houses and restaurants. 

City Building Engineer Joseph A. 
Clarke notified at le: a dozen night 

ub that safety conditior would 

, o be improved within 10 day 
yr condemnation proceedings would 
be instituted 

Operators of five cabarets and one 
restaurant were ummoned by the 
City Board of Liquor License Com- 
missioners to show cause Dec. 14 why 


| their licenses should not be suspend- | 


ed until conditi« im- 
proved. 

Liquor board summons were issued 
for operators of the following places 
operated by Max A. Co- 
| hen; 2 o’Clock Club, operated by Irv- 
jing Goldberg, Norman Siegel and 
| Jesse H. Siegel; Stardust Club, oper- 

ated by Stephen Sastin: Club Orleans, 

Anna Cohen; Gayety 
operated by John H 
id Bittner’s Restaurant, op- 
Henry C. Rethschulte 


safety yns 


are 


perated by 
Nite Club 
Nickel, ar 


erated by 


Xmas Decor? 
Detroit, Dec. 8 
Possibility of a statewide Michigan 
ban on fiilmsy holiday decorations in 
night clubs, dancehalis and enter- 
tainment spots is under consideration 
Governor Van Wagoner as a safe- 
t fire ft uch as 


No Flimsy 


guard aga izards 


change, it is argued in the Michigan 


area, 


Due to the acute labor shortage 
it’s necessary for me-to put in any- 
where from nine to 15 hours every 
day. Personally I believe that’s why 
they are letting the booze run out so 
Powwow Postponed completely, as there are hundreds 
Washington, Dec. 8, |0f women that prefer being bar 

Double feature question confab buzzards to doing any sort of Ger- 

; ‘ ernment work. Compelling regis- 
which is expected to take place this | tration for all females, due next 
week between the War Production | week, is for that particular purpose. 
Board and Edwin Silverman, It’s nothing unusual for the most 
ident of Essaness Theatres, 


Ed Silverman’s WPB | 


pres- 
Chicago, 


| 
irom 


ignoOrani girl to be making 
$35 per day to $60 and more in tips 





has been postponed at the theatre P 
Pera a P . : | alone, at the various bars, plus sal- 
operator request. Request for a room 
: es ca ae j}ary of $100 per month, with room 
conference with WPB officials to | nt hand } D actic heln 
consider the matter of eliminating and board included. omestic nell 
ee, Sa ieee eae |—that’s out—no such person he 
dual features originated from the eres a taurant 
, 1 any ger aunaries, restaurants, 
| Chicago operator some time ago ' 7 . 
C} | T hotels, all offering huge bonu 
Christopher . Winnhy chief of | 1 1 1 1 . ssey owrit 
: - opne Be VuUNnpHy, Ciliates of checks to neip that will remain Ww? 
> amusement secti it is under- | 4) ; 
_ . eme t section, ui unde! them for at least a sacnth, 
tood, offered several date this | Best news to date — Government 
ween ee ‘ye EDETEnS but sliver- | has finally started moving the Jap 
man asked that the conference be . 
n n bd a the conterence be | out, gradually, but out. Sent you a 
postponed, nether any action i! : * , yns’ 
a sip ; ball rs _ any action IN|} newspaper with Gen. D. Emmon: 
reg: c ( aatiipreac wa ° : 4 . 
regard to double features would de report on this serious subject. The 





‘If elimination 


| dual 


velop from such a meeting is ques- 
tionable. 
Matter of dual features has been 


Japs have not been so cocky since 
this movement, and all know when 
this war is out and over, they are 


le ; stypy 
a problem of the industry for a long | definitely all going for a long boat 
time before the WPB was ever heard} yige =~ 
of. Government _agency is con- Mail, magazines and radio pro- 
cerned for one thing with further- grams are all the entertainment we 





ing the war effort through the con- 
servation of critical materials. It 
ig willing to meet with representa- 


ean have here after nightfall. There 
is a movement on at present to ask 
Kate Smith if she would accept the 


tives of the industry and discuss | honor of being known as_ the 
dual features, but it has no desire | ‘mother of the fighting forces,’ as 
to step into the problem of the| was the beloved Madame Schu- 
industry and resolve it one way or| mann Heink in the last war. This 


the other unless it is necessary in 
the furtherance of the war effort. 
of double features 
would aid the war effort, WPB | 
would have to be shown and it ap-| thing appears certain, and that fs 
|pears that the burden of _ proof | that before taking any further actior 
would have to be on those who wafit| WPB would make’a complete and 
rams outlawed. One | thorough survey of the situation. 


came from service lads in 
Mabel Thomas. 


request 
Australia. 
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Soldier-Reviewer Says Our Boys 
In Camps Aren't Morons; Appreciate 
USO Efforts but Shows Must Be Good 





Atlantic City, Dec. 5. 

From: Pvt. Wm. T. Steele 

To: Editor ‘Variety’ 

Subject: Review on USO Show, 
‘Show Time At The Roxy’ 

Happy to report that we have 
the answer to one of the most 
pressing questions of the past dec- 
ade. No longer need the gents who 
still frequent the Broadway coffee 
shoppes whisper to each other, 
‘What ever happened to so-and-so? 
If you want to find out what ever 
happened to so-and-so just join the 
Army and catch a USO show. You'll 
find ‘so-and-so’ and ‘what’s-his- 
name’ and ‘that guy that played in 
Springfield’ and all the rest of them 
still doing the same dances, singing 
the same songs and telling the same 
jokes that killed them at the Bijou 
in Soft Collar, Ariz., 20 years ago. 

‘Show Time At The Roxy’ played 
two days, three shows, to a packed 
auditorium in Convention Hall, At- 
lantic City, Dec. 1 and 2. Audience 
consisted of service men and their 
guests. Normally this type audience 
is a pushover for almost any per- 
former, but the small, poorly re- 
hearsed cast found them hard to 
please, with many walkouts spotting 
the run of the show. The old gags 
and older bits brought a pretty pink 
haze of nostalgia to the 40 and 45- 
year-olds, but the younger boys, the 
greater mass of the audience, wound 
up a bit on the bored side. 

Opener brought on the Gae Foster 
Girls in a tease number led by 
Shirley Van, singing something 
about, ‘If You Want A Kiss Ask 
For It’. The ‘original’ twist to the 
number was to have the gals throw 
taffy kisses out to the boys. All 
this after a leering introduction of 
Shirley Van and the Reed Twins by 
Benny Ross. Following the opener 
came a set of stale gags by Ross 
and a stooge who looked as though 
he might double as stage manager. 
In fact, following everything on the 
show, came a set of oldies by Ross 
and his stooge. One of the two 
standouts were the English Bros. 
& Marion Bellet, whose knockabout 
comedy was meat for the boys. The 
other standout was the short dance 
performed by Shirley Van in the 
middle production number. Lots of 
spins and very flashy. The type of 
thing soldiers go for. 

The Reed Twins (mighty purty) 
harmonize. Did three tunes and got 
off to a fair hand. Filo Reed did 
solo on ‘All The Things You Are’ 
and sister _ rejoined her for 
‘Breathless’. Big disappointment of 
the evening was Charley Kemper, 
whose comedy, to this soldier-mugg, 
is generally above par. This time, 
with the aid of a straight man, his 
comedy was so hoary with age that it 
fell flat with this reviewer and with 
a bunch of boys who generally laugh 
at almost anything. Did a medical 
examination _ bit. Something the 
boys have seen in every Squadron 
or Post show and every pic they 
have seen since they entered the 
Army, and before that, too. Returns 
in later spot with the soldier bit 
done by Joe Besser in ‘Sons 0’ 
Fun,’ but still to no avail. Laughs 
just scattered and soldier boys no 
like. 

Middle production by the Foster 
Gals and Shirley Van is ‘Plantation’ 
idea, with gals dressed as Dixie 
belles and Shirley Van singing song 
(which should never be) followed 
by dance (which should definitely 
be). Comes now Roy Smeck. Boys 
like electric guitar work because, 
as they put it, ‘it reminded them of 
Alvino Rey’. Banjo stuff was too 
dated for young soldier consump- 
tion. Got off to pretty good hand 
on ‘imitation’ of Bill 
ukele, 

Benny Ross finally gets around to 
bringing on Maxine Stone, whose 
lazy style of comedy went well 
with the boys. She registered okay 
in both talk and her specialty, a 
control kick number. 

Finale called for tap routine by 
Foster Girls and the customary idea 
of bringing on all the acts for bows. 
Sum total of the whole show was 
Ross, asking the audience, ‘How 
they liked the show’. At that time 
at least one-quarter of the audience 
had left and another quarter was 
on its way up the aisles. The an- 
Swer was with those folks rather 
than the ones who very courteously 
Stayed behind and applauded. 

P.S.—This review expresses the 
feelings of a soldier, among other 
soldiers, seeing a show which is 
graciously sent to him and his bud- 
dies through the courtesy of a great 
organization. The intent and pur- 
pose of these shows are above re- 
proach, but they miss sadly, because 
of their inferior quality. Soldiers 
aren’t morons. They listen to the 
radio and see movies. Those aged 
Zags are hard to digest after seeing 
Bob Hope and Bing Crosby, or 


Robipson on | 


listening to Jack Benny. These men | 
you 


are and your next-door neigh- 


bor. They like the kind of enter- 
) tainment you like. Why not send 
it to them? Let’s not kill vaudeville 
all over again at Army Camps. 


GOING TO TOWN 


Fort Tilden, N. Y., Dec. 5. 
Rollo and Verna Pickert, Coley 
Worth & Marcia, Joe Termini, Paul 
Tiesen Girls (9); reviewed at Fort 
Tilden, N. Y., Dec. 5, °42. 








As far as this audience was con- 
cerned, ‘Going to Town’ really goes 
to town. Reviewed at the 350-seat 
playhouse at Fort Tilden, in Rock- 
away, N. Y., troupe drew a packed 
soldier house. The theatre’s equip- 
ment is far from elaborate, but any 
resultant failings were of elementary 
interest to these doughboys. 


Coley Worth emcees, bringing on 
Rollo and Verna Pickert for some 
smart hoofing. Taps are stifled by 
the wooden apron and obscured by 
the foots but the Pickerts know 
their way around and went over 
with a bang regardless. They had a 
swell flash finish on stilts. Bob Ripa 
is replacing them out of town. 

Joe Termini is next with his 
white tie, tails, rolling shirtfront and 
derby. Standard comedian, he works 
with a violin, mandolin and electric 
guitar to score all the way. Gets 
laughs with his breakaway instru- 
ments and facial maneuvers without 
detracting from his musical skill. 


Coley Worth and Marcia follow 
with down-to-earth comedy that in- 


cludes imitations of Hitler and 
Hirohito, prattfalls and gags. They 


also got over big. 

The Paul Tiesen girls, six violins, 
piano and harp, opened with ‘I Hear 
Music in Heaven’ and slowed the 
pace to a walk. Girls are clad in 
gowns that are long, high and have 
full sleeves. Luckily Lillian Ander- 
son, a blonde with a dresden china 
complexion, came on for vocals to 
save the act. She tall:s like Hep- 
burn, looks like Veronica Lake and 
has a soprano that can stand some 
hints on how to use a microphone. 
The boys liked her renditions of 


Again’ and ‘White Christmas.’ 

Carl Golden, pianist, travels with 
the show and leads the post orch 
playing for the acts. Crew is headed 
by Milt Saunders, ex-saxman for 
Eddy Duchin and D’Artega, and did 
an expert chore here. Preceding and 
following the performance, which 
ran 65 minutes, Russ Black, ex-War- 
ing pianist, sat in; they gave the 
servicemen some crack jivetime. 

Fran. 


FUN PARADE 
Chicago, Dec. 3. 
Mary Ann Russell, Carroll & Diet- 


Young, musical director; Ben New- 
man, company manager. 





This unit started off the USO- 
Camp Shows winter season in the 
Sixth Army Corps Area and Ninth 
Naval District. If USO-Camp Shows 
continues to put out troupers of this 
ealibre, and.if theyv’re as well. bal- 
anced in the playing time of min- 
utes, there is no need for worry 
about entertainment for servicemen. 
It has everything from pretty girls 
to class acts and hokum comedy. 

Considering the generally 
conditions under wkich USO acts 
work, performers gave a bang-up 
show. Selma Marlow, line producer, 
has given her Six Starlets some fast- 
moving routines that are tied in with 
principals from other acts. 

Show is paced fast by Freddie 
Stritt, a down-to-earth comic who 
sings, dances and generally does a 
little of everything. He works sans 
smut and opens the show with sev- 
eral minutes of talk and then intro- 
duces the Starlets. Latter, attired in 


tailed strut costumes for a _ cake- 
walk, in whick Stritt participates, 
went over big with the sailors as- 


sembled here. 

After a short routine Stritt 
introduces Margie Lane from 
line for a tap number 
Dietrich follow with their lumines- 
cent puppets. Here is a _ strictly 
sight act with plenty of class; the 
sailors couldn’t get enough of it. 

Mary Ann Russeli, good looking, 


then 
the 





Freddie Stritt, Al Verdi & Dolores, 


‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes,’ ‘Kiss Me | 


: | Rutherford, 
rich, Darlene Walters, 6 Starlets; Ben | 





poor | 





Carroll and | 


| der direction of Ronald T. Hammona 


well dressed swing. singer, is next 
with several vocais, and for a sec- 
ond encore does a number with a| 


sailor that was a showstopper. 

Al Verdi and Dolores are naturals 
with their comedy. 
excellent foil and straight for Verdi's 
moppet character. Sight of a fat 
fellow in child’s clothes had the boys 


Dolores is an} 


iQ a hilarious mood, Verdi's cello 
Playing and comedy antics with the 
instrument are also clicks. Line girls 


follow with a fan fantasy, well 
staged and prettily costumed. 
Darlene Walter, good looking 


blonde, socks over in the next frame 
with her acrobatic dancing and was 
forced to do two encores.  Stritt 
then on for his regular comedy rou- 
tine of handkerchief, cigaret and hat 
bits, working himself into quick pop- 
ularity, 

Show closes with a ‘Dance Caval- 
cade’ by the Starlets in which each | 
girl is introduced and imitates such | 
dancing stars as Pat Rooney, Mari- 
lyn Miller, Ray Bolger and others. 
Bolger bit is the wow impression. 
Stritt joins the girls for the finale, 

Hal, 


HELLZAPOPPIN 


Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 6. 


-USO-Camp Shows stock soared 
high following ‘Hellzapoppin’ ap- 
pearances at the local Camp Croft 
and the Greenville, S. C., Army Air 
Base (Dec. 5). 

With big rep behind it, ‘Hellz’ was 
eagerly awaited by the soldiers. And 
it didn’t disappoint. Applause was 
deafening. 

Unit comprised 30 performers, with 
Milton Douglas emceeing. Top acts 
include Ben Dova, comedy panto- 
mimist; Emerald Sisters in rough 
house comedy; Jack Leonard, come- 
dian; Three Grace Notes, song trio; 
Claire Louise Evans, acrobatic 
dancer; 16 Roxyettes; Harry Hines, 
Bill Potter and Charles De Haven. 

Glen. 


ROOM SERVICE 


Fort Meade, Md., Dec. 5. 


Comedy by Allen Boretz and John Mur- 
ray; staged by Jacob A, Weiser; presented 
by USO-Camp Shows, Inc., with Teddy 
Hart, Leo Chalzel, James W. Lyons, Don 
O’Brien, Henry Lascoe, Curtis Cooksey, 
Don Appell, Howard Wendell, Helen Good- 
ris, Pat Clark, Ray Rané@, Seldon Bennett 
and Horace Cooper; Jack Young, 
manager; Betty Sutton, stage 
and femme understudy. 








stage 


asst. mer. 





Touring setup of this farce about 
the trials and tribulations of a shoe- 
stringing Broadway producer is 
smoothly staged and adroitly played 
to achieve maximum laughs. 

Caught here on a Saturday night— 
a bad night in any camp—attendance 
was just fair. Scenery has been held 
to a minimum of flats and props, lit 
by portable spots, all designed for 
trouping. 

Cast is uniformly good. Teddy 
Hart, in the part he originally cre- 
ated, and Leo Chalzel get plenty out 
of their roles, latter as the hotel di- 
rector. Topflight performances are 
also turned in by Don Appell, as 
the shoestringer; Seldon Bennett, as 
the director; James W. Lyons, as the 
nervous manager, and Ray Rand, the 
youthful playwright from Oswego. 
Experienced readings are also con- 
tributed by Horace Cooper, Curtis 


Cooksey and Henry Lascoe. The 
femmes, Helen Goodris and Pat 
Clark, are highly decorative and 


handle themselves well. 








' Night Club Reviews 








885 CLUB, CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 
Billy Vine, Chautse Shea, Lane & 
Small, Mark Talent’s Band (4), 
Johnny Honnert; $1.50-$2 minimum. 








After a long absence Billy Vine 
h ~ returned as star of Joe Miller’s 
current show and is proving himself 
an able comedian and emcee. 

He works on an even keel with 
smart material and showmanship. 
As m.c. he keeps the show moving in 
a vorkmanlike manner, kids the 
customers but is never presuming. 
In his own spot he scores with clever 
comedy talk, sketches and impres- 
sions. 

In the comedy vein Vine does an 
impression of Charles Laughton, in 
a scene from ‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ 
w:th hilarious results, and sings 
‘Nagasaki’ as an American jitterbug, 
Chinese, Greek and Harry Richman 
would do it. If a customer comes in 
late Vine reviews the show for him 
up to then in rapid-fire detail, a bit 
that garners much applause. Vine’s 
work leaves no doubt that he’s some- 
thing for whom customers have been 
looking. 

Chautse Shea, vivaci-us brunet 
cc..edienne, puts across ‘Chi-Chi 
Castenango,’ ‘Daddy’ as done by a 


Brazilian, a French cutie and an 
fmerican showgirl, and ‘Pennsyl- 
vania Polka’ with selling effect. 


Left the floor to resounding applause. 

Lane and Small, man and girl tap 
team, do three routines in rhythmic 
manner, one of them on a pair of 


solid silk hat props. They fared 
nicely. 

Mark Talent’s four-piece band 
(drums, bass, trumpet and violin 


doubling on accordion) furnishes the 
show and dance music, and Johnny 
Honnert plays intermission piano 
novelties. Loop. 


VOGUE ROOM, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Dec. 4. 
Doraine & Ellis, Hollywood Co- 
Eds, Randolph, Hy Vogel, Stepha- 
nie Carol, Sammy Watkins Orch.; 
$1.50 minimum. 





Theo. De Witt, operator of Hotel 
Hollenden’s band-box boite, appar- 
ently tried to save some shekels on 
this between-the-holidays layout for 
it’s far below standard. 

That’s seen in the conspicuous ab- 
sence of heavy applause, although 
the performers work hard to warm 
up the crowds. 

Only turn with any sparkle of 
freshness is that of the two Holly- 
wood Co-Eds. A pair of handsome 
lookers, they whirl through acro 
spins with considerable grace. 

Randolph, a localite, is an old 
standby magi who works in straight 
pantomine. Both he and femme as- 
sistant overmugg but conjurer has a 
pair of slick, fast hands for stand- 


with flaming candles and a soap 





Burm 
Alameda, Cal., Dec. 7. 
Comedy in three acts by Frank Craven 
presented by USO-Camp Shows Unit 7 at 
Army Air Base in Alameda, Calif., Dec. 7, | 
42; produced by Ferdinand Munier and 
Frank McHugh; managed by Jack Sidney 


Cast Pamela Wright, Irving Mitehell 
Howard Watson, Katheryn Sreldon, Douglas 
Leonard Lord, Johanna Doug- 


las, John Marston, Madora Keene, 





Presentation of this old standby on | 
an improvised stage in a cold and 
bare hangar at the Alameda Army 
Air Base proved once again that ‘the 
play’s the thing.’ 

Several hundred soldiers, many of 
them standees, appeared to enjoy the 
production. Working against handi- 
cans, the company gave a creditable 
performance. ide has 

The story is, of course, of the first 


| semi-classic faves 
they have used practically the same |! 


Merent. 





married year of Grace, the travel- 
smitten bride who wants to see the | 
world, and her fumbling husband, | 
who eventualiy strikes it rich. Their 
tribulations are surprisingly amusing | 
even today. 

Pamela Wright is believable as 
Grace, and Irving Mitchell gets the 
most out of the part of Tommy | 
Tucker, her husband. Johanna Doug- 
las, as Mrs. Barstow, is a standout, | 
and, as far as the soldier lads are | 
concerned, a knockout. Howard Wat- | 
son lends a dry humor to the deline- 
ation of Mr. Livingston. Remainder | 
of the cast are adequate. | 

Unit has appeared 11 days in this | 
area and journeys from here to Sac- 
ramento. Mill 


THE MALE ANIMAL 


New Orleans, Dec. 7. 
‘The Male Animal,’ USO comedy of 
a worm who goes primitive to hold 


| 
| 
' 


his mate, drew plenty of laughs here 
tonight (7) at the Army Air Base 
Rowdy and raucous, it’s been given 


fine presentation by smooth cast un- 
Clay Flagg sparks plot as the mild 
young professor beset by marital and 
scholastic troubles. Flagg carries off 
honors, with Louise Buckley showing 
considerable talent as his wife 
Vicki Thomas is fine as one-half of 
the juvenile romance with 


Stapleton 


!convulsed Broadway 


package are cleverest sockers. Ran- 


|dolph works in tails. 
Doraine and Ellis, boy and girl | 
team, are also Ohio products as weil 


as perennial visitors who concertize 
In all their trips 


repertory of Victor Herbert war- 
horses. Duo’s lusty harmony nearly 
bowls Sammy Watkins’ bandsmen off 
their stand, but they go over with 
the ringsiders who want volume 
Watkins’ house orch sets a better 
example by  personifying under- 
statement in its engaging dancopa- 





Kent, who plays the free-thinking 
Fred Cotton makes the ex- 
college hero a boisterous laugh suc- 
cess. Virginia Girvin, Wally Myers, 
Kent, Katherine Cosgriff, Henry 
Sherwood, Betty Pierce and David 
Powell are fine support. Liuz. 





You Can’t Take It With 
You 


Fort Bragg, N. C., Dec. 2. 
t G Kaufman and Moss 
y USO-Camp Shows, Inc., 


‘ eorge S 


Hart, presented | 


at Community theatre, Fort Bragg, N. C., 

yen + 12 

Cast Daisy Atherton, Sarahlee Harris, 
LeNoire, Charles Parsons, Edwin 


I 
Hodges, Johnn 
lack 


2 t 
tasetta 
P ‘ uw 

a \« ortr 


Stearns, Charles Benjamin, 

k , Marjorie Cramer, Paul By- 
ron, Patrick Fahe MacGregor Gibb, Els- 
beth Hoffman, Norman Porter, Anthony 
Gre Lance Cunard, Joan Croydon, Eliza- 
eth Brew, 

USO-Camp Shows, Inc., is appar- 
ently trying to break down the the- 
ory that a good play is still good, no 


matter how badly presented or | 
played. They succeed in this effort, 
The ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 
seen tonight (2) certainly is a far 
cry from the entertaining show that 


audiences some 
easons back. 
It’s hard enough 


diers, whose entertainment tastes run 


to films, to take a legit production 

even a good one. And when casts 
like this given ’em, it’s just a 
vaste of time Curt 


ard trieks with cigs and cards, Stunts | 


trying to get sol- |} 


tion. With Brother Syd Watkins back 
on the lead sax again, this outfit is 
in fine form this winter. Stephanie 
and Carol, new fiddle and accordion 
team, are well adapted for the room, 
Pullen. 


El Morocco, Montreal 





Montreal, Dec. 4. 
Freddie Bernard, Marthe Errolle, 
Bankhoff & Cannon, Hal Hartlet 
Orch (10), Milray Girls (8), Buddy 
Clayton band (4); Minimum $1.50. 





Here’s a show that’s right in the 
groove and well above the average 
in the pre-Christmas doldrums here 
currently. Further, it rates a nod for 
showmanship and personality sales- 
manship, while all acts are deftly 
balanced against each other, adding 
up to an ensemble that has diversity. 
It is attracting good crowds to the 
swank club. 

The Hal Hartley Orch is not mere- 
ly a support to the acts and the line, 
but also earns hearty audience fa- 
vor as an act in itself, teeing off with 
an overture highlighted by trumpet 
and sax solos that is a stand-out in 
hand virtuosity. 

Freddie Bernard emcees. He has 
a pleasant stage presence and never 
makes a mistake of wisecracking the 
fans when they miss out on his rapid 
fire quips and stories. His trick of 
spurring a jaded crowd into appre- 
ciation is a deft bit of emcee show- 
manship. 

Ivan Bankhoff and Betty Cannon 
put on a clown and toe dancer par- 
ody of an adagio team that is funny 
and clever. Both appear to have had 
classical training and at times vary 
the fooling with some authentic Rus- 
sian Ballet pirouettes. The gal is a 
looker and puts her stuff across ad- 
mirably. They go into a furious 
whirl for a finale that registers 
whammo audience reaction. 

Marthe Errolle is a singer whose 
powerful contralto puts her in the 
groove from the first note. A top- 
notcher who knows how to dress, 
she is a natural for showmanship 
and appeal. Her songs, picked to fit 
her voice, are oldies, ‘Smoke Gets in 
Your Eyes,’ ‘Make Believe’ and ‘My 
Hero,’ but that doesn’t stop her from 
getting repeated calls. 

The Milray Girls, a well-trained, 
well-wardrobed octet of precision 
steppers, win a big hand. The Clay- 
ton band fills in adequately. _ fair. 

vane, 


Club Flamingo, Chi 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 
Billy Carr, Dick Jones, Hank, the 
Mule, Stephanie Dale, Lee Camp, 
Trudine, Carol Lord, Dorothy Ates, 
Anita Jackson, The Averyettes (6), 
Herb Honsa’s Orch (4); no minimum, 








A fairly good show for a spot of 
this type, booked and produced by 
| Thomas Sacco. Spielers haven't a 
| chance here, as evidenced by the up- 
| hill climb of Dick Jones, comedy 
m.c., whose efforts were wasted on 
| the inattentive crowd. 

Singing talent and Tex Morrisey, 
as ‘Hank, the Mule’ make the best 
impressions. 

Billy Carr, singing m.c., has little 
trouble in making the customers like 
him. His selling of several tunes is 
th: highlight of the show. Lee Camp, 
blues singer, was called back for 
several encores. Stephanie Dale, 
prima donna, with musical comedy 
selections, is well liked. Dorothy 
Ates, with her songs, is weak in 
comparison. 

Comedy antics of Morrisey, as- 
sisted by Joy Adrienne, keep the 
audience enteriained as do the acre 
routines of Anita Jackson. Carol 
Lord and Trudine, contributing strip 
and exotic numbers, click solidly 
land The Averyettes prov’ acceptable 





jin their chorus routines 
| Jones, who shares honors with 
| Carr in keeping the show meving, 


demands attention with his tap danc- 
ing and Pat Rooney impression, In 
a quieter spot he would do much 
better. Loop 


Garden Terrace, Philly 


(BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HOTEL) 





Philadelphia, Dec. 3. 
Lamb-Yocum’s ‘Ice Parade of 1943' 
with Bette Wharton, Bobby Duffy, 
Claire Simone, Adele Henny, Mary 
Alice Lowery, Bobby Hearn, Mar- 
vette Mosic, Vera Palmer, Nina 
| Korda, and Mary Ann McCall, Billy 





| Marshall orch (9); no cover; $1.50- 
| $2.50 minimum. 
i This is something new in the line 


{of supper club entertainment in 
| Philly. And since the Lamb-Yocum 
|} troupe bowed here Thanksgiving 
| night, the Ben Franklin's swank spot 


{has been turning the customers 
away 
| The skaters are hampered a bit by 


the smallness of the rink in the cen- 
| ter of the dance floor, but they more 
(Continued on page 53) 
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Specialty Turns, Comedy Bolster 
Shipstad-Johnson ‘43 Ice Follies 





‘Ice Follies of 1943," produced by 

oy Shipstad, Oscar Johnson, Eddie 
Bitpstad Staged and directed by 
anchon. Musical arrangements, 
George Hackett, Arthur Kay. Orig- 
inal songs by Stanley Cowan and 
Bobby Worth; costumes, Helen Rose; 
musical director, Ernest Kratzinger. 
With Roy Shipstad, Eddie Shipstad, 
Oscar Johnson, Betty Atkinson, 
Charles Hain, Frick & Frack, Thomas 
Twins, Papez & Zwack, Heinie Brock, 
Norah McCarthy, McKellen Bros. 
(2), Bob Blake, Galbraith Bros (2), 
Bob Widholm, Ruby and_ Bobby 
Maron, Mae Ross, Phyllis Legg, Os- 
borne Colson, Frances Claudet, Mc- 
Cusker, Schulte & McNulty, Paul 
Gannon, Ballet Corps, Male Chorus. 





At Madison Square Garden, New 
York. Dec. 4, °42: $3.30 top. 
There is nothing magnificent or | 


breathtaking in conception in the 
1943 edition of the Shipstad and 
Johnson blade extravaganza. In es- 


sence, it’s a repetition of much that 
has gone before, by the same token 
retaining all favorable commercial 
aspects. Topnotch entertainment, 
per se, the novelty appeal which pri- 
marily brought ice shows into strong 
public favor is no longer apparent 
though high performance values are 
fully maintained. 

Essentially it adds up to approxi- 
mately three hours of vaudevilie on 
ice. most of it good, some of it ex- 
cellent. Elaborate production num- 
bers are in the established pattern. 
A marathon variety show, it begins 
to pall somewhat towards the finish 
under the sheer weight of material 
and talent, a great deal of which 
must necessarily be similar. All the 
terrific lift and prestige of the John- 
son & Shipstad combo plus the smash 
solo acro-figure skating of Roy Ship- 
stad is required in the second half to 

yaintain the extraordinary pace. 

olson and Claudet, with their neat 
highland fling on skates and the very 
funny Scots comedy team of Frick 
and Frack, following the top names, 
are virtually anti-climactic. Yet the 
latter remain solid comedy values, 
with their panto bull-fighting, horse 
racing, trick legwork and a corking 
bottle sequence. 

Military Finale 

‘Musichallesque’ is the smashing 
military precision drill finale, with 
some 40 girls in gleaming, gold-co- 
lored helmets headed by drum ma- 
jorette Betty Atkinson. Still clean- 
ing up is the  superbly-routined 
‘Swing Waltz,’ production number 
with ‘Indian Legend’ perhaps equaiiy 
effective with its brilliant phosphor- 
escent lighting effect. Here Norah 
McCarthy, Canadian blade champ, 
said to have given the Dionne quints 
their first skating lessons, clicks in a 

igure-skating number built around | 
the totem poles, } 

Miss Fanchon has turned in an- 
other able job of staging and direc- 


|} are 
icredited to Helen Rose, are gorgeous. 


and climbs into the air with aid of a 
visible ‘invisible’ wire. 


Shipstad & Johnson come through | 


for big returns with a farcical nurse 
and cop number, Shipstad handles 
the former assignment for added 
comedy, topped only by the team’s 
tricky blade work. Thomas Twins, 
gals in pigtails, in standard acro rou- 
tines, and Papez and Zwack, with 
nifty ballroomology and acro work, 
complete the lineup, 

Paul Gannon, singing emcee, is a 
listenable vocalist, with other singers 
in background including Mary Bar- 
ton, Joseph Sullivan, Jane McGowan 
and George Burnson. Ernest Krat- 
zinger’s music sets it off creditably. 

Original music, credited to Stanley 
Cowan and Bobby Worth, includes 
‘Sunday-Go-to-Meeting Jive, ‘We'll 
Stick Together,’ ‘Tumani’ and ‘In 
Snowman’s Land.’ 
tuneful melodies Costumes, 

Mori 


STAR, BROOKLYN 


Manny King, Mlle. Michelle, 
‘Chuck’ McKenna, Joe Oakie, Lea 
Wakefield, George Krinog, Patsy Lee 
Raine, Shirley Lynd, Showgirls (6), 
line (8), Mike Lorraine Orch (6): 
‘Scrambled Legs.’ (20th). 





Manny King, in his third week as! 
house comic, looks set for an indef | 


run here. As far as Brooklyn’s con- 
cerned, he has what it takes to make 
the customers laugh. Despite the 
handicap of old, poor material, King’s 
delivery is what matters and he 
clicks niftily. Teaming him with 
stooge Joe Oakie, a newcomer this 
sesh, was a happy inspiration 
Oakie’s the perfect foil for King, and 
the seat-warmers can’t get enough 
of them. Oakie, however, should 
stick to mugging and lay off the 
Jolson clowning. It’s strictly corn. 
_ Show as a whole reflects painstak- 
ing care by Red McGurn, who does 
the staging. -Three production num- 
bers, ranging from a Scheherazade 
turn to Dutch and Scotch routines, 
are more than casual affairs. Cos- 
tuming is flashy. Ponies, unfortu- 
nately, seldom emerge from a state 
of lethargy. 

With the exception of George 
Krinog, the magician, the rest of the 
acts are short on talent. Krinog Kad 
to beg off after a slick 10-minute 
routine with cigarettes and cards. He 
works silently, in tails, and for this 
spot it’s strictly class. Patsy Lee 
Raine and Mlle. Michelle, ‘dance’ 
specialists, are so-so. They’re appar- 
ently the ‘strippers,’ without the 
stripping—as per the Moss code. 
Ditto for ‘Chuck’ McKenna, baritone 


}and juve, who replaces Bernie Miller. 


Latter was inducted by Army last 
week after nine-week stanza here. 
Biz fair 


* 





tion, aided by Frances Claudet, who | 


is credited with the adaptation of ice | 


routines for revue purposes. The 
‘Water Lily Ballet,’ with girls in sil- 
ver sequin and metallic satin gowns, 


pach. The ‘Arabian Nights’ number 

s a vivid splash of celor. The ‘Sun- 
day-Go-to-Meeting’ routine with girls 
on bicycles and boys following in 
straw hats and blazers is in pleasant 
nostalgic vein, while the ‘Modern 
Nursery Rhymes’ with Peter Rabbit, 
Miss Muffet, Bo-Beep and Boy Blue, 
are individually adequate. 

Despite this plethora of impressive 
spectacle, pleasant tunes and color it 
femains for the snecialists to pro- 
vide the high spots and basic values. 

oppers in the first half are the 
Maxsons, McKellen Brothers, and 
Atkinson and Hain. McKellen Bros., 
in cowboy costumes, a riot with their 
eomedy acrobatic business, nearly 
stop the show. ‘Strio Tease’ idea, 
with one of the boys suddenly dash- 
ing wildly across the ice occasionally 
to josh dames in the audience, 
wows ’em. Maxsons scored easily in 
a series of ice dancing bits, in the 
nursery rhyme number, coming back 
later as the outstanding couple in the 
‘Swing Waltz.’ 

Betty Atkinson (and Hain) rates 
unusual attention in the acro skating 
department. She’s on with some 
extremely difficult routines, doing a 

cartwheel on skates while twirling 
a baton, among other things, in the 
second half. For the clincher she 
bends backward until virtually 
doubled up while Hain handles her 
expertly in a series of twirls. 

Galbraith Bros., in a. semi-waltz 
outine, Bob Blake, tapper, Osborne 
Patohn. in Russian dance routines, 
Mae Ross, in various dance numbers, 
and Phyllis Legg, on stilt skates, fiil 
the bill nicely in respective depart- 

ents. Also on during the first half 
s McCusker, Schulte and McNulty 
n an acro bit working with a group 
of giant snowmen, and Bob Widholm 
in a brief comedy bit. 

Second half holds Heinie Brock in 
another socko comedy turn. He rolls 





CAPITOL, WASH. 


is captivating for its smoothness and } 


Dec. 4 


ur . 4 
vv ashington, 


oes 
Ben Yost’s Vi-Kings, Don Rice, the 


| Three Whirlwinds, Lou Spencer, 

Rhythm Rockets, Art Brown, Sam 
| Jack Kaufman’s house orch: ‘White 
| Cargo’ (M-G). 


Plenty of zing to this show. Starts 
off in high with a gag overture, 
which has Sam Jack Kaufman, reg- 
ular maestro on the organ seat, with 
Art Brown, console artist, waving 
the stick over the band. Well nulled 
off because Maestro Brown is a good 
ad libber, with a dry sense of humor 
which registers. 

Ben Yost’s Vi-Kings, with stand- 
|ard bravura songs accenting melody, 
ring the bell, their bullseye a pa- 

triotic medley saluting the services 


1 Finish to sock 
“Grand Qld Flag’ and 
Comes Lou Spencer 


for a drum number. 
applause with 
‘Over There. 





bi i—_ when he learns how to sell 
his difficult routines The Three 
Whirlwinds are a flashy opening 
number with roller skates on a small 
platform. They are master show- 
men at selling their spinners and 
twirls. 

Don Rice is a comedian with a lit- 
tle bit of everybody's type of humor. 
Impersonations include John L. 
Lewis, Wendell Willkie and Gen, 
MacArthur. Real wow of his act is 
the lady answering the 5 a.m. whistle 
and doing a quick dressing act. 
Cookie Bowers does this, and so 
does Red Skelton, but Don Rice adds 
a couple of new twists. 


Gene Ford had a good idea but it 


goes sour because of ineffective light- 
ing. Over the loud speaker comes a 
Pearl Harbor reminder, culminating 
with the transcribed voice of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt asking for a war dec- 





laration. Then the scrims part for 
a patriotic ballad. Tableaux not 


| visible from the mezzanine. However, 


On the floor paddling a canoe on the | it adds up as a good show, with more 


ice, clowns effectively through a 
barre! jump which he never does, 


production than the 
fered recently 


Capitol has of- 


Arke 


‘Jive’ and ‘Land’ | 


and introducing the Rhythm Rockets | 


a limber-legged tapper who will go | 


MUSIC HALL, N, Y; 


Nicholag Daks, 





Marie Grimaldi, 
Melissa Mason, Captain Heyer, Tyan 
Petrov, Rockettes, Ballet Corps, Glee 
Club, Music Hall Symphony directed 
by Erno Rapee; ‘You Were Never 
Lovelier (Col), reviewed in ‘Va- 
riety’ Oct. 7, '42. 

The Music Hall’s shows are fre- 
quently too polite, but rarely as 
| poorly paced as this one. The lah-de- 
dah teeoff is one thing, but having 
a male singing single follow one of 
the Rockettes’ boffiest precision rou- 
tines is another. Or is it possible 
that this is Leon Leonidoff's method 
|for stopping the applause for the 
jline girls from running into the 





opening of ‘You Were Never Love-, 


lier,’ the Fred Astaire-Rita Hayworth 
,sereen starrer. That Ivan Petroy is 


anti-climactic is an under-statement. | 


It’s also an entertainment detrac- 
{tion to have a dancing horse, paced 
|by Captain Heyer, follow an_eccen- 
| tric dancer, Melissa Mason. Not that 


| there’s any comparison, but the well- | 


' trained highschool horse would make 
ia far-better impression if not so 
|close to Miss Mason's fine comedy 
| specialty. She’s nicely spotted with 
the Glee Club’s medley of rah-rah 
songs, while the horse is brought 
on as part of a hunting scene, which 
segues into the Rockettes’ contribu- 
tion. That’s the logical finale, but 
then comes Petrov, who, despite a 
magnificent baritone. just can't top 
those girls. Per usual, the Rockettes 
walk off with the biggest applause in 
the show, but not far behind them 
is Miss Mason, whose comedy-high 
kicking even goals the patrons far 
back on the balcony. That's almost 
like making a whisper carry across 
the Hudson River, and it’s all to the 
credit of the eccentric dancer. 

Show’s opening is a ballet-story, 
‘Love’s Awakening,’ which has a 
magnificent setting surrounding the 
cavortings of Nicholas Daks and 
Marie Grimaldi. It’s all very 
precious, in execution and costum- 
ing. 

Attendance good opening oe <9 

Scho. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 4. 
| Dick Stabile’s Orch 
| Barrie, Hoosier Hotshots (4), Benny 
Rubin, Bobby Joyce and Ginger; 
‘Boss of Big Town’ (PRC). 

This bill looked better on paper 
|than it plays, judging at least from 
the second show Friday. Maybe 
it’s the cold snap, or maybe the 
| customers are just getting tired of 
the week-after-week swing band 
| policy, 

Stabile’s gang opens with a loud 
{number followed by a rhythmic ver- 
sion of ‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes,’ 
latter vocalized by Paul Warner, 
baritone, who then sings ‘I Came 
To Talk For Joe.’ Warner has a good 
voice and clicks. 

Bobby Joyce and Ginger, boy and 
| girl jitterbug tapsters, hold the next 
|spot with two pleasing routines 
| mixed in with some acrobatic and 

trick stuff. Took two bows. 

Stabile sax soloes 
| Things You Are’ in alternate 

and fast tempo and 
Gracie Barrie who sings three num- 
| bers. ‘Strip Polka,’ done with the 
comedy aid of the band members, is 
| the standout. For an encore she does 
| ‘You Irritate Me’ with Stabile. Left 
| to heavy applause. Band then swings 
| into ‘Blue Skies,’ featuring solo bits 
| by various orch members. 

| Benny Rubin’s in the next spot 
| with his dialect stories. Wasn’t un- 
itil his number about the Austrian 
refugee visiting the Statue of Liberty 
however, that the audience warmed 
}up to him. A short dance sent him 
| off to a good exit. 

| Hoosier Hotshots, instrumental 
|four known through their weekly 
radio appearances on the National 
‘Barn Dance, do several tunes with 
|their clarinet, banjo, slide whistle 
!and bass combination and a few rus- 
| tic cutups. The boys harmonize vo- 
‘cally on most of the numbers and 





slow 


introduces 


| add a washboard contraption for the 
; playing of ‘Yankee Doodle Dandv.’ 
| Took several bows. 

| Stablie’s orch has little to do, with 
}exception of playing the accompani- 
|}ment to one Rubin recitation. Play- 
ers just sit around and watch 

Loop 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 5. 
Milt Britton and his Mad Musical 
Maniacs, Cy Landry, Tito, Joe Brit- 
ton, Jo and Betty Lee, Jo-Ann Say- 
ers, Felicia Shore; ‘Baby Face Mor- 
gan’ (PRC). 











Milt Britton and his gang provide 


| the background for an hour of so-so! 
their} 


entertainment. In addition to 
Own crazy antics, which aren’t as 
wild as they used to be, they play 
for the other acts and present indi- 
viduals from their own outfit in va- 
rious comedy specialties. At no time 
is the gang serious about its music. 


Laugh reaction to the time-worn 
gags is only moderate. Some new 
ideas and a little more zest could! 


be used 
Cy Landry is the 


work horse of 


(15), Gracie | 


‘be ghow, try hard to Layee 
things up. He imitates g juggler wit 
his hands, a train wi nis feet, a 
rusty opera singer wi is voice, 
and a tango apache acro dance with 
an imaginary girl. 

The musical fun is topped by the 
rough-house attack on ‘Poet and 
Peasant’ but the destruction isn’t as 
great as it used to be. The band also 
stages a stunt on ‘Our Musical An- 
cestors,’ with the boys wearing wigs 
to represent Liszt, Wagner, Brahms, 
etc. The boys wind up with a socko 
‘Stars and Stripes Forever.’ 
| Tito, who shines later in a bur- 
| lesque of a femme concert pianist, 
produces the best straight number, a 
special arrangement of ‘Dark Eyes’ 
on the accordion. Milt Britton works 
as m.c., firing a pistol every few 
minutes to guarantee that nobody 
| goes to sleep. Meanwhile, perform- 
ers and stage hands wander back 
and forth across the stage in a 
| familiar display of madness. 
| Joe and Betty Lee make a nice im- 
pression as a full-dress dance team 
in a couple of snappy ballroom rou- 
tines. Felicia Shore does some nifty 
tricks in an acro dancing turn, her 
| best novelty being a full split while 

bending over backwards, her hands 
on her ankles. Jo-Ann Sayers enter- 
| tains acceptably with vocals to the 
| 
| 
} 
| 





| 


band’s music, including ‘It’s a Great 
Day for the Irish’ and ‘What Do You 
Think I Am”’ Biz just fair. Corb. 


RKO, BOSTON 


Boston, Dec. 4. 
Hal McIntyre Orch aveq, Mary 
Smali, Jackie Miles, Latzrop & Lee, 





Four Lyttle Sisters, Tony Dexter; 
'*Thunder Birds’ (20th). 
The McIntyre band, well known 


hereabouts but not a potent draw, 
brings a generally mild show on its 
first engagement at the RKO, and, 
in view of the bearish biz all around, 
| there isn’t much excitement in this 
| spot this week. Show needs more 
comedy, more pace and more: per- 
| sonality. 

Band leads off with a jive version 
and introduces the 





of ‘Hallelujah,’ 


four Lyttle Sisters whose harmony 
| differs in no way from the other 
| sister turns, but whose looks do. 


They step out in black velvet outfits 
and lend considerable visual appeal. 
| They do ‘Dearly Beloved’ and ‘Kala- 
mazoo, appearing later with Tony 
Dexter, the band’s 17-year old bari- 
tone. who solos in ‘White Christmas’ 
and ‘My Devotion,’ the whole being 
the epitome of sentimentalized war- 
bling. 

Lathrop and Lee tap ou! 
rather elegant rhythms for a solid 
audience reaction, and Jackie Miles, 
whose song title routine sounds very 
familiar, goes over well, too. The big 
hand, however, goes to Mary Small, 
who warbles ‘Pennsylvania Polka,’ 
‘So Tired,’ ‘Praise the Lord’ and a 
Cohan medley. Meanwhile the band 
plays a few tunes in a uniform style 
punctuated by occasional solos on 
the saxophone by McIntyre, Biz fair 
opening show. Elie. 


| ORPHEUM, L. A. 





with ‘All The | 





Wesson Bros., Paul Gerritts, Mar- 
tha Stewart, Sylvia Stanton, Ada 
| Leonard’s Orch (16); ‘Busses Roar’ 
| (WB) and ‘Mystery of Marie Roget’ 
(U). 





| For having so numerically liitle 
i this week, Orpheum offers a lot in 
divertissement by combining two 
good standard acts with Ada Leon- 
ard’s showmanly good femme crew 
to make a fast-moving 55 minutes. 

The femme leader’s frocks are a 
revelation to the women customers. 
She has five different changes, each 
as pretty as the last. She couples 
her tronting with some undulating 
dancing and occasional singing with 
a group. 

Martha Stewart, songstress with 
band, is opening act, renders in nov- 


elty style ‘Mr. Five-by-Five’ and 
‘Knock Me a Kiss She manages to 
give it an appreciabie newness. Sy!- 





| via Stanton, petite acro dancer and 
contortionist, also with band, is an- 


other happy addition to the femme 
| family. Her intricate and elaborate 
| twists are smoothly executed for 


house front gasps before she exits. 

Gerritts and the Wessons take last 
two spots. Former is a cinch with 
his impressions of restaurant eat- 
ers, trick roller-skating, juggling and 
gagging, making himself a little va- 
riety show all in one. Audience 
takes to him like fly paper, pleased 
with his seemingly endless and va- 
ried repertoire. The Wessons, new- 
comers to the field of impersonations, 
satirize the political greats and others 
of the day, and floor ’em with their 
|Mr. and Mrs. FDR takeoff. Boys 
| could stand some new things, having 
not altered any in a year, but are 
talented youngsters, 

Band is spotted in between acts 
and gets seme colorful if not too 
technically perfect musie. There's 
a symphonic arrangement of ‘I’ve 





Got You Under My Skin,’ and a 
choral session of ‘My Buddy’ with 
Inez 
Leonard 
in a solo of ‘Jenny Made Her | 
Swing number by band 
Hurl. 


| trick lighting, followed by 
| Thompson on the drums. 
gets 
Mind Up.’ 


finales. 


some | 


STATE, N. Y. 





Dick Rogers Orch. (16) with Betty 
Barr, Billie Worth, Al Bernie, Chaz 

hase, Paul Remos & Toy Boys (3), 

rances Faye; ‘Nightmare’ (M-G). 





This is a fast and entertaining 
show. Chock full of talented acts, 
backed by an improved Dick Rogers 
band, the session runs off in approxi- 
mately an hour. 


| Rogers’ combo, 





formerly under 
| Will Osborne (who has since built 
|another), with Rogers as vocalist, 
|is comprised of three trumpets, three 
trombones, five sax, four rhythm; 
each of the sections is good, with the 


brass, particularly the trumpets, 
standing out It plays clean and 
uses good arrangements. In this 


show, however, other acts on the bill 


cut the band’s opportunities to a 
minimum. It could do more. 
Opening witn ‘Between 18th and 


19th on Chestnut Street,’ which the 
leader wrote, latter then offers ‘1492 
B. W.’ another Rogers original, nicely 
done. Rogers is a sort of come- 
dian-leader. Later he does a thing 
called ‘Gotcha,’ and near the finale 
his standard ‘Dinah,’ in different 
dialects. ‘1492 is the best. Betty 
| Barr, vocalist, either is not appear- 
ling with the band this week because 
of the wealth of acts, or wasn’t used 
this show 
Al Bernie, who has gained a rep 
for mimicry, is here gathering an- 
other as a gag man. He m.c.’s and 
fills the slots allotted to him, besides 
a closing spot of his own, with con- 
sistently good belly-laugh material. 
His finale bit covers a wide variety 
of the vocal impressions he has used 
for some time, interspersed with 
gags (some, in this inning, heard be- 
fore), and it all adds up to a solid 
click. He's the standout of the bill. 
Billie Worth,  tapstress, runs 
through rhythm and fast tap routines 
in the opening-act spot. She’s an 
able dancer, but part of her first 
routine is done sans music and it’s 
cold. Accompanying arrangements 
too, (probably her own) are out- 
dated. Costuming is drab. Audience 
| response was polite. 
Chaz Chase, recently in ‘High 
| Kickers,’ is another extremely en- 
jtertaining act. His panto work is 
comical and all of it struck home. 
| Highlight of the act,:which includes 
| comedy dancing, a routine of swal- 
lowing lighted cigarets, matches 
paper, etc., is a takeoff on a burley 
stripper, done to ‘Strip Polka.’ He 
peels down to a Russian dancer cos- 
tume, seguing the strip into a Red 
|hop, a timely touch. 
| Paul Remos and his Toy Boys con- 
tinue the pace. Midgets first do a 
unison military tap, then come the 
various lifts and overhead stands 
with which the act has long been 
identified. Finale has both miniatures 
atop a high pole, one hammering a 
tympani. the other twirling a lariat. 
Frances Faye, who has become very 
slim, is still ruining pianos, but not 
to the same extent. Tastefully 
gowned, the singer opens’ with 
‘Abraham,’ then ‘Sorrento,’ both done 
in her shouting style and to the 
audience’s taste. She follows with a 
keyboard session, accompanied by 
drums. This is a medley of about 
a score of familiar themes, played 
with only a trace of her usual bom- 
bastic style. It’s solid 
Bernie finishes up 








Biz good. 
Wood. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 
Cleveland, Dec. § 
Tony Pastor Orch, Stubby Pastor, 
Maria Rice, Knight Sisters, Three 


Sailors, Johnny Morris, Bonnie 
Baker; ‘Nightmare’ (U). 





Collaboration of Bonnie Baker and 
Tony Pastor’s crew results in just a 
fairly satisfactory swing-time bili, 
due to orch’s failure to gauge musi- 
cal tastes of Palace’s clientele. 

Pastor makes the error of slipping 
too deeply in the corn silo. His in- 
1 digved version of ‘Let’s Do It’ at ini- 
| tial performance was too rough for 
this stand 

Marcie 





soloist, 
hot vocal form, 


Rice, his femme 
was not in’ such 
either Might have been handi- 
capped by a tough cold, but she 
muggled ‘White Christmas’ and was 
only slightly better with ‘When My 
Baby’s Coming Home.’ Choral effects 
by troupe in service medley are ex- 
cellent enough to compensate. Good 
brass work also shown in easy shift 
from dulcet ‘Embraceable You,’ sold 
smartly by Stubby Pastor’s trumpet, 
to the more fervid ‘Flag Waver.’ Al- 
though demonstrations of tympani 
virtuosity can be overdone, Johnny 
Morris’ work on drums tickled the 
hepcats silly. ; 

Bonnie Baker stays in the groove 
more accurately, hitting the crowd 
right between its syncopating eyes 
with her innocent soprano and baby- 
talk lyrics. She hypnotizes ’em with 
sure-fire interpretations of ‘Neck of 
the Chicken’ ‘He’s My Guy’ and ‘My 
Resistance Is Low,’ encoring with 
the inevitable ‘Johnny.’ 

Knight Sisters for a novelty are a 
couple of adagio dancers and good at 





that. Three Sailors are back with 
their screwball patter. knock-’em- 
down clowning and rope skipping 


all done with diverting gusto. 
Pullen. 
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~ ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Dec. 3. 
Count Basie Orch (16) with Jo 
Jones, Earle Warren, James Rush- 
ing, Thelma_Carpenter, Bill Bailey, 
Moke and Poke; ‘Mexican Spitfire 
Sees Ghost’ (RKO). 








Sepia shows have always been 
dynamite at the Adams, and current 
showease, featuring Count Basie and 
his torrid crew, is no exception to 
the rule. The Count, always a big 
fave with the local jive brigade, is 
virtually a local boy, hailing from 
Red Bank. Just to prove he hasn't 
forgotten the old homestead, Basie 
is featuring a new ditty written in 
its honor. It’s called ‘Red Bank 
Boogie,’ and it’s steaming. 

Basie’s combo comprises seven 
brasses, four rhythm and five saxes, 
with the Count sitting in at the pi- 
ano. It’s a musically hep outfit, and 
features some crack swing virtuosos. 
Basie, of course, is a keyboard fea- 
ture, his smart pianology ranking 
him as one of the best in the busi- 
1€SS. 

Band's repertoire is off the beaten 
track, including such specialties as 
‘Sand Man’, ‘Brushes,’ which features 
Jo Jones’ beguiling skin Ps 
‘Nine Twenty-Eight Special,’ and ‘G 
and R,’ the latter giving full play to 
the sax and brass soloists. All and 
all, it makes for a sock swing sesh, 
and the jive clique loved every min- 
ute of it. : 

Band’s featured male warbler is 
Earle Warren who gets off only one 
number, ‘My Devotion,’ and does a 
nice job of it. Would go over bet- 
ter, though, if he disposed of those 
arm gestures at the end of the song. 
They don’t fit in. 

Thelma Carpenter, Basie’s current 
canary, is easy to look at and knows 
how to use her pipes to full advan- 
tage. Scores with Gershwin’s ‘Man 
I Love,’ and ‘Them There Eyes,’ an 
oldie. Gal should fade on _ latter 
number instead of encoring with 
‘Good-for-Nothing Joe,’ a stock com- 
pany version of ‘Jim’ which misses 
the mark by a wide margin. 

Customers getting a bang out of 


James Rushing, a_ short, fat boy, 
whose opening number, ‘Five By 
Five,’ is very apropos. Follows up 


with two numbers germane cnly to 
Harlem. Exited to a nice hand. 

Bill Bailey, billed as ‘Tapology,’ on 
next with some plain and fancy 
hoofing, including the inevitable im- 
personation of Bill Robinson doing a 
soft-shoe number. Intersperses his 
dancing with considerable mike 
chatter but overdoes it. 

Moke and Poke, no strangers to 
this house, are pitching the same 
line. Turn still consists of a mini- 
mum of dancing, at which they’re 
clicko, chatter, most of it n.s.g., plus 
the usual prattfalls. Boys really 
tear down the house when Moke 
dons his femme outfit, and they go 
into their Savoy Ballroom jitterbug 
routine. Biz good at supper show. 

Jona. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


The batile between a U. S. carrier 
and Jap bombers, photographed by 
Navy cameramen, is one of The most 
.actionful and dramatic episodes on 
the war to be filmed. Though no 


first bond to President Roosevelt in 
the new Victory “und drive; rubber 
administrator Jeffers talking on the 


tire conservation program; war 
poster contest and winners; new 
tanks being tested on proving 


grounds in Kentucky; Willkie speech 
in Canada and activities of women in 
the war, including the WAACS and 
the newly-created WOWS (Women 
Ordnance Workers). 

In the sports column are two foot- 
ball games, Army-Navy and Georgia- 
Georgia Tech, and an exhibition of 
billiard wizards doing trick shots, 

Rounding out are ‘Picturesque 
Patzcuaro’ (Metro), a James A. Fitz- 
patrick Traveltalk, and ‘Keeping Fit,’ 
Victory short made by U. 

Show did not include anv pictures 
of the Boston Cocoanut Grove fire, 
newsreel executives having decided 
tie shots were too gruesome for 
release. Char, 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 4. 

Major Bowes Eighth Anniversary 
Revue with Stan Early, Harmonica 
Bees, 4 Berry Sisters, Windy Cook, 
Annabelle Hill, George DeWitt, 4 
Queens, Alex Macoochie, Danny 
Drayson, June Brady, Lloyd Marks; 
‘White Cargo’ (M-G), 


First Bowes show to play WB 
deluxer in a long time. Used to be 
that the amateur revues were prac- 
tically a twice-per-year must at this 
spot and at one time did consistently 
more biz than the big name bands. 
Novelty wore off, however. Scarcity 
of available attractions led Stanley 
to book Eighth Anni revue. It’s ac- 
ceptable entertainment although b.o. 
lure isn’t what it used to be. 

There’s a _ distinctly professional 
polish about at least half of the gang. 
Danny Drayson, next to closing, is a 
crack eccentric hoofer with a nice 
sense of comedy. A moppet named 
Windy Cook who can’t be more than 
13 is a juve edition of Rufe Davis 
with his vocal sound effects, and the 
youngster stopped the show cold at 
the getaway. Mob wouldn't let him 
off. 

Impersonators are Stan Early, m.c., 
and June Brady, latter encasing her 
takeoffs on Hepburn, Garbo, Baby 
Snooks, Mae West and Martha Raye 


in song. She sells them solidly. 
Early’s a commonplace emcee but 
his mimicry is first-rate, with his 


impression of Cary Grant tops. Also 
does a corking Major Bowes. 

The Four Berry Sisters, harmony 
quartet, are okay. Attractive blondes, 
they actually look like sisters and 
have the voices to sell themselves. 
Their ‘Praise the Lord’ in almost 
boogie-woogie time is in somewhat 


poor taste but a smart arranger 
could do wonders with the gals. 
Annabelle Hill’s ‘Old Man River’ 


and ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ rate big. 

Others are the norm for a Bowes 
show—the novelty musician (George 
DeWitt), who ge*; tunes out of a 
weird-looking assortment of props; 
dancing by the Queens, four gals 
whose hoofing is pretty ordinary, 
jand an accordion player, Alex 
| Macoochie, who winds up effectively 
| with a miniature instrument he plays 





killed or wounded men are identified | 


by the camera, the fierce fighting in | 


a gale proves exciting. A serious fire 
raging astern is finally extinguished 
after the Japs have been driven off. 
Another blaze, started when a bomb 
strikes the middle of the carrier, is 
also put out, while during the fight 
two Jap bombers are photoed burn- 
ing in an oil-sprayed sea. Carrier is 
not named nor is the location of the 
battle except that it’s the southern 


Pacific. Sequence carries the Par 
label. 
Numerous other clips attendant 


upon war are on the show, one that’s 
better than average. One of the 
more actionful contributions is made 
by News of Day (Metro), covering a 
bombing of Hong Kong and including 
pictures taken by a Chinese camera- 
man named Wong. It was Wong who 
smuggled pictures out of China some 
while back, including the memorable 
one showing a little baby 
amidst the ruins of a town, plain- 
tively crying. This shot has often 
been used. 

News of Day also offers a clip on 
the bombing of Kiska by U. S. 


planes. Misty ‘weather makes it 
difficult to clearly film the damage 
wrought, though one can see hits 


that are made on Jap enforcements. 


Capture of Cas-blanca and Algiers, 
smashed enemy ships, German and 
Italian prisoners taken and person- 
alities figuring in the F ench-Allied 
armistice are highlighted in a Pathe 
sequence that is well pieced together. 
Pathe also films the capture by the 
British Eighth Army of Matruh, 
where also prisoners were grabbed. 

On the scuttling of the French 
fleet at Toulon all Universal could 
do was dig up pictures of it when 
the Nazis first occupied France, with 
a commentary accompanying. 

Bill also includes report of Secre- 
tary of the Navy “nox on compara- 
tive Jap and American losses in men 
since Pear]! Harbor; decoration of 
Tokyo bomber-fliers at Chungking; 
return to U. S. of men wounded in 


the North African campaign; sale of -at opening. 





alone | 


| by merely tossing around. Biz just 
| fair. Cohen, 
| —— 
| TOWER, K. C. 
Kansas City, Dec. 4. 

The Pelletiers (2), Johnny Ro- 
mero, Charles & Helen Stone, Col. 
Wilbur & Juanita, Dorothy Ruther- 
ford, Tower Orch with Don Tiff, 
Mike Carle & Marilyn Ballinger; 
‘Moonlight in Havana’ (U) and 


‘Youth on Parade’ (Rep.) 
House has one of its strongest 

stage shows in weeks with plenty of 

boxoffice appeal. 

Show opens as house 
a medley of ‘Eyes of 
‘Heart of Texas, and then segues 
into ‘Touch of Texas,’ with Marilyn 
Ballinger, featured regularly, step- 
ping out for two snappy choruses 

Johnny Romero, juggler, doubles 
as m.c. and first brings on Charles 
& Helen Stone, who have a fast- 
moving tap routine. Their best num- 
ber is a long tap done to ‘Poet and 
Peasant’ overture, an unusual choice 
for hoofers. They do all right by it. 

On in the deuce spot, Johnny Ro- 
mero does some clever juggling of 
balls. He finishes with a combo of 
juggling and tapping, doing both 
with neat timing. 

The ‘Tower Discovery’ this week 
is Dorothy Rutherford, soprano, who 
sings ‘A Heart That's Free.’ She 
possesses a naturally sweet voice but 
still needs poise. 

Next to closing goes to Col. Wil- 
bur, sharp-shooter, and his partner, 
billed simply as Juanita. He uses 





orch plays 
Texas’ and 








ing target chips and cutting strings. 
Finish comes when he shoots away 
the shoulder clasps from a formal 
worn by his partner, and the quick 
strip effect earns a good hand. 

The Pelletiers, hand - balancers, 
close the show with neatly-executed 
turn of stunts. Their closing bit in- 
volves the balancing of a small dog 
on a cane handle. The pooch has 
been expertly trained, and the finish 
| tops off the bill nicely. 





Earl. 


both a rifle and an automatic, break- | 


Heavy biz |° 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 
Bob Crosby orch with Judy Man- 
ners, Billy Rayes, Ray and Trent, 
Evelyn Farney; ‘Street of Chance’ 
(Par). 





An all-round satisfying show is 
whipped together at the Earle this 
week, 

Despite having played five pre- 
vious shows on the day caught, 
Bob Crosby’s boys appeared plenty 


on the beam and the customers 
seemed to love it. 

They tee off in the best Dixie- 
land manner with ‘Summertime’, 


following with ‘King Porter’, Other 
band numbers include ‘Yancy Spe- 
cial’, ‘Jazz Me Blues’, and a neat 
novelty arrangement of ‘Strip Polka’ 
with three bandsmen stepping off 
the podium to impersonate a trio 
of burley dolls peeling. 

Crosby’s sole solo is 
Becomes You’ which he 
the now-accepted Crosby 

Judy Manners is enthusiastically 
received with her rendition of 
‘Great Day’, followed by imitations 
of the same song as done by Bonnie 
—. Beatrice Kay and Judy Gar- 
and. 

Billy Rayes, top-flight 
knows how to dress up his’ act 
so that the customers are sold. Best 
bit of business is his imitation of 
Sally Rand and Greta Garbo as he 


‘Moonlight 
sings in 
manner. 


tosses around the  gaudy-colored 
pins. 
Ray and Trent, acrobats, and 


Evelyn Farney, tap-dancer, are also 
excellent in their spots. 

Finale has the entire band and 
Crosby’s vocalists, playing and sing- 
ing songs of the armed services. It’s 
a sock windup. Standing three deep 
in the lobby when caught Saturday 
supper show. Shal. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 5. 

Russ Morgan Orch (17), with Vera 
Lane and Jana, Skating Hamiltons 
(2), Gillette & Richards, Lennie Gale; 
‘Seven Sweethearts’ (M-G). 

This is the first trip here for Russ 
Morgan and his boys and they’re 
making the sort of impression which 
should assure them a_ welcome 
whenever they return. 
novelty outfit that dispenses ex- 
tremely listenable sweet swing and 
goes in for 
solo groupings. As for Morgan, 
he’s a breezy emcee and conductor. 

Three boys from the band do the 
vocal for the opener, ‘Does Your 
Heart Beat For Me?’, the outfit’s 
theme song and a Morgan original. 


Another Morgan composition, 
‘Please Think of Me,’ with. instru- 


mental soloing and glee club war- 
bling, follows. Comedy touches em- 
bellish ‘Sweet Eloise,” a standout 


featured by the vocalizing of Walter 
Link from the band. Vera Lane, 
the band’s feminine singer, is a 
personable blonde who does a good 
selling job on ‘Nightingale’ and 
‘White Christmas.’ ‘Johnson 
finds the band getting hot. It’s 
another ace contribution. 

Gillette and Richards steer clear of 
the conventional in their ballroom 


HIPP, BALTO. 


Baltimore, Dec. 4. 

Dave Apollon (4), Sara Ann 

Cabe, 4 Jansleys, George Prentice, 

Felice lula House Orch (16); ‘Bambi’ 
(RKO) 





Nicely planned stage layout is buiit 
around personality of Dave Apollon 
land is given a Russian twist via cos- 
| tuming of house orch, brought on 
| stage for supporting stint as well as 
|a specially arranged medley of na- 


itive tunes which ends in a swing 
| version of ‘Dark Eyes.’ Apollon 
| handles the stick for this spot and | 


contributes a spot of ivory thumping 
which is sold solidly. 


The Jansleys open the doings with | 


their standard risley nicely spotted 
for laughs and sold to the hilt with 
every trick. George Prentice in the 
| deuce spot utilized a portable prop 
ito sell his modernized version of a 
|Punch and Judy show. It’s nicely 
paced for laughs and made to order 
| for potential juve trade attracted by 
the Disney film. 

Sara Ann McCabe, songstress, fol- 
|lows. Nice appearing femme has the 
| pipes and knows how to use them, 
| but change of pace and better shad- 
ling in selection of numbers would 
| be a help. 
| Know and I Know,’ followed by a 
| Gershwin medley which rings in all 
ithe standards and_= encores 
Vhite Christmas.’ 
Apollon takes hold of the closing 





juggler. | 


It’s a strictly | 


glee club comedy and} 


Rag’ | 


terp turn. Noteworthy is an _ in- 
terpretation of ‘Lambeth Walk’ as 
Londoners might be dancing it to- | 
day, an amusing interlude during 
which an ex-stripper embarrasses 
her partner by frequent reversion 
to type. 

Lennie Gale’s impressions of radio 
and film stars clicks, those of Fred | 
Allen and the Four Ink Spots es- 
pecially meritorious. His material, 
for the most part, holds to a high 
level. The crayon sketching stunt 
makes a good band finisher. Open- 
ing show biz light. Rees. 


Mc- | 


Opens with lilting “You | 


with | 


| New 


JANE PICKENS 

Songs 

20 Mins. 
| Pierre Hotel, N. Y. 

This is a new June Pickens, hence 
a new act for a now standard femme 
songstress, lone surviving member of 
the former Pickens Sisters trio and 


now emerging as a glamorous per- 
sonality who should click in the 
cafes, 


That the pattern may be discern- 
ible to the initiate is negligible, com- 
pared to her stature today as an 
effective songbird who can play the 
class clubs and do well. She evidences 
painstaking application to improving 
| her ease, composure, personality ind 
having always possessed 
| 
| 





a well-trained voice which, under 


the new auspices, now assumes 
added values, | 
She has patently primed herself 


| for the big cafe league, veering more 
| to the intime style of customer rela- 
tions, and is mixing up her straight 


| vocals with lighter interludes and 
| pianologing. Latter is also a new 
| touch. 


‘Make Believe’ and ‘Sleepy Lagoon’ 
open, seguing into a colored revival 
| meeting takeoff, ‘Joshua at the Gates 


| of Jericho,’ which is a nice way of 
| bringing up Miss Pickens’ Georgia 
| hackground. Thence ‘Gypsy Makes 


| His Violin Cry,’ giving full sway to 
| her high-C’s, evidencing “eft con- 
| trol and holding he room. Incident- 
jally, this is an ideal spot for her 
full-range soprano. 

‘What Do You “hink I Am?’ is at 
the piano; thence a mention of her 
USO work to introduce ‘I Said No,’ 
which is a. mistake for two reasons; 
one, its close identity with another 
cafe songstress, hence it assumes 
needlessly odious comparisons which 
should be avoided when personality 
gals compete in the same league; 
and (two), because it’s now dated. 

‘Tea for Two,’ with some trick 
piano-lighting, gives way to ‘Jingle 
Jangle,’ with an audience participa- 
tion, playing to but one ringsider. 
This might be improved if working 
|} with three or four males or even the 
entire room. ‘White Christmas’ 
| finales. 

Miss Pickens evidences two things, 
|}one is her progressiveness and a 
will to make headway in a sophisti- 
cated field where, heretofore, she 
was restricted. The second is that-a 
zingy personality can put life into 
the Hotel Pierre’s Cotillion Room, 
long a jinx spot. Answer is that biz 
has hypoed since Miss Pickens’ ad- 
vent. This is the more amazing in 
view of Lena Horne’s strong supper 
trade at the nearby Savoy-Plaza and, 
of course, Hildegarde’s sock click at 
the Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room, all 








three hostelries being in the same | 
| zone, Abel. 
|JOAN BROOKS 
| Songs 
| 16 Mins. 
| Glen Rendezvous, Newport, Ky. 

Joan Brooks looks like a natural 
|for cafes. Her appearance, person- 
ality and delivery are refreshingly | 


different, and in vocal range she can 
be tabbed a femme Bing Crosby. 


Currently under the Blue net- 
work’s banner, filling a Wednesday 
mid-day 15-minute sustaining period 
I leé 


contribution 
hand backed 
up by : guitar-plaving Fili- 
pinos, socks out renditions of ‘Be- 
|; guine,’ ‘Kalamazoo’ ana a South Sea 
and Russian mixture to big response 
|He clowns with his assistants for 
| plenty of laughs and brings the act 
to a rousing finish with a patriotic 
tableau. Miss McCabe's rendition of 
the ‘Star-Spangled Banner’ earns an 
added cheer. 


major 
mandolin in 
trio of 


slot for his own 
and with 





Biz just fair. Burm 
APOLLO, N. Y. 
Louis Jordan Orch (5), Al Sears 
Orch (11), Beverly White, Dewey 


‘Piqmeat’ Markham, Jimmy Baskette, 
Isadora Price, Reeves Sisters (3). Six 
Willus; ‘Atlantic Convoy’ (Col) 


With none of the top Negro name 
|orchs that usually play this house 
available, the management has 
brought in two musical combos and 
|a good stage show. 

The Al Sears crew has been to- 
gether since Labor Day and is mak- 
ing its stage preem at this spot 
Sears, saxman in the past with the 
| Andy Kirk band, has had his combo 
working dances at the Renaissance 
ballroom in Harlem. Thanks to a 
'nucleus of six expert sidemen they 
manage to overcome the expected 
nervousness of a debut. Play the 


show expertly and do four tunes, 
‘none of them pops, in typical rock 
and ride style. Sears is a standout 


with his sax, especially in ‘Travelin’ 
Light.’ 

The Louis Jordan combo oozes 
personality and showmanship It’s 
been away from these parts for over 
a year and in that time has done 
'some Deceas that had the Local juke- 
fans primed Everyone muggs 

; without affe cting the 


jand clowns 
musical output. Jordan handles the 


box 


he is doing a three-week interlude’ 


Acls 


‘at Glenn Schmidt's 
{nitery, which is across the Ohio 
| River from downtown Cincinnati. 
| She’s a dark-eyed brunet and, at this 


intimate casino- 


catching, plenty feiching in a blue 
evening gown. Backed ably by 
Chick Mauthe’s seven-piece combo, 
she clicked on every number, each 


a special arrangement of ballads or 
comedy tune. 
Opened with ‘You,’ followed with 


| ‘Dearly Beloved’ and ‘Lorelei.’ Then 
a medley of pop hits from 1936 
through this year. Encored with a 


comedy arrangement of ‘Tavern in 
the Town.’ 

Miss Brooks was the low voice of 
the Three Little Words combo with 
Phil Spitalny several seasons ago. 
Of late she also has done a Saturday 
afternoon series’ tagged ‘Phantasy in 
Melody,’ for the Blue network. Koll. 





MARIANNE LORRAINE 
Songs 

11 Mins. 

Village Vanguard, N. Y. 

Undoubtedly one of the 
performers to have hit the U. S. 
nitery circuit in years is Marianne 
Lorraine. She came to this country 
about two years ago from France, 
where she had gained a considerable 
reputation as the exponent of an art 
almost entirely foreign to America. 
She was a sort of singing-monologist, 
doing all specially written numbers 
in whick she switched back and forth 
betwen song and recitation. They 
were done toa piano accompaniment, 
and the delivery was greatly depend- 
ent upon body motions. 

She attracted the attention, when 
she first arrived in the U. S., of such 
poets as Archibald MacLeish and 
Carl Sandburg, both of whom wrote 


strangest 


special song-stories in English for 
her. All her previous numbers, of 


course, had been in French. Thus 
equipped, ske gave a concert in Town 
Hall, N. Y. This was set up for her 
by the William Morris agency, which 
thought it might have something in 
the gal and was trying to determine 
what. 

That was the total of her puble 
appearances in this country until she 
turned up at the Village Vanguard, 
the tiny cellar bistro in Greenwich 
Village, N. Y., last week Recogniz- 
ing that MacLeish and Sandburg are 
not fit accomplices of jive and gis, 
|she has endeavored to lighten her 
output with other numbers, some of 
them distinctly on the blue side. 
They include one (entirely in 
French) of a Paris cab driver who 
drove soldiers to the Marne; another 
| (in English) of a French prostie 
who feels she is being outdone by 
Laval the way he’s prostituting him- 
self to Hitler; and ‘My Man’ (in 
French). 

Miss Lorraine remains a whatsis, 
however, entirely imponderable to 
the average Scotch-drinker. He'll 
think of her only as a mass of bril- 
liantly-dyed red hair, mounted pecu- 
liarly on top of her head; the hoars- 
est voice since the Smith Bros. dis- 
covered you could do something 
|about it, and a perpetual source of 
| amazement as long as she’s in front 
of the mike. It appears that until La 
Belle Patrie once again sounds to ‘La 











Marseillaise, and Mi Lorraine is 
free to return, or until she discovers 
|a different combination for using her 
talent, her profe onel future is in a 


dimout. 

——_—_—— ; a 
sax and the vocals. The six numbers 
are tailor-made with ‘The Ration 
| Blues’ and a specialty featuring the 
drummer the best of the lot. On for 
20 minutes and never a dull moment. 

Dewey ‘Pigmeat’ Markham handles 
the comedy this week and for a 
change it’s belly-laugh stuff With 
Isadora Price and Jimmy Baskette 
playing straight ‘Pigmeat’ does two 
| skits. First is about getting his 1A 
card and interpolates a tune, ‘Please 
| Be Careful If You Can't Be Good,’ 
| Followup comes later and has him 
| back on his first furlough... Audience, 
| always a pushover for lusty humor, 
| howled loud and often 


Beverly White, formerly with the 
Claude Hopkins orch. handles the 
vocal end of the bill. She’s doubling 
from the Elks Rendezvous, local nit- 
ery, and sticks to the ballads so as 
not to affect her draw at the bistro. 
A buxom gal with a sultry voice, 
she does nicely with ‘White Christ- 
mas,’ ‘He’s My Guy’ and a semi-jive 


version of ‘Old Man River.’ 

The Reeves Sisters do a so-so hoof- 
ing chore. One of the girls works in 
a tux which makes her stand out. 

Only ofay act on the bill, and a 

| good one, is the Six Willys, three 
men and three girls in formal garb, 
!who do a juggling turn with indian 


clubs. At one stage all six are in ac- 
'tion. Later they do the same with 
hoops. For a flash finish they use a 
couple of oversize scaling ladders 


that require expert balancing. 

| A well-paced 80-minute show that 

warranted the boom biz. Fran. 

| MESA IION: phic PA 

OCD Group Names Kemp 
Charlotte. N. C., Dec. 8. 

{ T. D. Kemp, Jr., manager of 

Southern Attractions, has been ap- 

pointed chairman of the social activi- 

ties comittee of the Recreation Di- 

vision of the Office of Civilian De- 

fense here 


et 
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A BAD EXAMPLE 


‘Wine, Women and Song’ is not a martyr. It’s an example. 





It’s an example of how cupidity by one or a few, in the the- 
atre as well as elsewhere, can jeopardize the livelihood of 
many. In this instance, by the threat of general censorship of 
one of liberalism’s strongholds. 


Thus, while the closing of ‘Wine’ is no more significant, in 
itself, than the closing of a pornographic book, its effects are 
dangerous because it heartens the pressure groups and fright- 
ens the weak. The closing of ‘Wine’ has already nearly resulted 
in the closing of ‘Native Son’ in a sudden, mistaken anxiety by 
Lee Shubert. 

Shubert was made to realize his ‘mistake’ by strong protests 
against the forced closing of the sociological ‘Native Son,’ This 
same Shubert, however, failed to heed the warnings that ‘Wine’ 
was strictly dirty burlesque, pandering to the lowest tastes. 


WINE’ NIX GUE 


7 





Other Shows Face Clean- 
up—Todd Given Warning 
on ‘Star and Garter’ 





SHUBERTS CITED 


By JACK PULASKI 
Broadway is guessing whether 
janother wave of censorship will 
/come following the conviction ef I. 
H. Herk, who presented ‘Wine, Wo- 
}men and Song’ at the Ambassador. 





Even if not identified with the actual production, he could have | Two of his employees were also 


’ 


taken proper action as ‘Wine’s’ landlord. 


By waiting until a General Sessions Court jury closed the 
show, Shubert made a goat of the entire legitimate theatre. He 
made matters still worse by his sudden, if short-lived, capitula- 
tion to a pressure group that demanded the closing of ‘Native 
Son.’ The only possible complaint against the Richard Wright 
drama is that it poses a serious problem that must be solved if} 
democracy is not to be a mockery. 

Shubert wouldn't fold a palpably dirty show until it was 
folded for him and his Ambassador theatre’s license was re-| 
voked. Yet, without official action, he didn’t hesitate to order | 
the eviction of ‘Native Son.’ Why? 


Equity Considers Boost in Minimums, 
Basing Plan on Upped Living Costs 


Increasing minimum salary for e ° 
legit again is being mulled by Equity | Agents Mgrs. Union 
In Arbitration Meet 


although the actors have a basic | 
+ ¢ P sre wh} h 

agreement with the managers waicn | 

a . oral ar ne 7-T. > e 
extends until Sept. 1, 1943 and stip-| _ First arbitration session betw “ai 
lates there shall be no changes in the agents-managers union and the 
. : rule “UWnderst od. hi waver producers with Prof. Paul Brissenden 
1€ l1€S. wares , , raotin: s ates ~> + , a. 
there is provision in the pact where- } presiding, bey ge 89" co wel. 
by Equity could seek an increase | creasing salaries, is slatec for 
ee go A at a sacue of | day (11) at the Commodore hotel, 
before that date from the League lw ¥. at 16 am. 

New York Theatres, which had made | Understood that the first meetine 
the pact for the managers. Clause | : . 




















i 


} 
provides that if the cost of living) Wit, one or more subsequent huddies 
increased 15%, application for an} likely. 
increase is in order Claimea that | eee . 
living costs have risen over 17% 


since the agreement was signed. Sa Would Increase 


Because of the jump in hotel rents | 
and meals, especially in war in-_ Pp f b 
dustry centers, Equity was consider- | er ormances or 
ing a pian for extra compensation !n | 
such stands, but more recently the | 
idea of raising the minimum appears | 
to have been substituted. Present | 
plan appears actuated by actors who| . 
York after | Pins 


USO-Camp Shows proposes up- 
the number of legit perform- 


have returned to New 

ances we , in Army camps and 
playing densely populated cities dur- | 48C&s weekly in Army : amp ae 
ing the fall naval stations, idea being to play 
“a Fe twice nightly, or 12 times. weekly, 


When Equity raised the minimum 
from $40 to $50 weekly three seasons 
feeling that 


the usual schedule for vaude units. 
Legit shows are presented six times 


ago, ther was some ‘ 
> : : ; weekly, one performance nightly 
alaries of rank and filers would be | aaa s Seeaia 
} \ ’ and, according to Lawrence il- 
lowered by the managers to equalize “ee Pee 7 ee aa ea 
tI ll. Whetl , tl rcreased | iPS, Of the USO outfit, there ére-Se- 
1€ payroll. ethe 1e increased | : ‘ 
vom 7 {tween 600,000 and 800,000 men in | 


pay is a vital factor in the decrease 
in production ‘during the past two 


unable to see the 


training Uw ho are 
the nresent ch >d 
wast k : bs) 1eda- 


norformancres 
PC»14Us Tail 


seasons is not certain Right now} se 

maQuUitVvite ‘e nd ny f actors} an 1 ’ kay 
Equity ite = vislpptcseadeaaeh 5 = ae =| Equity has been asked to oKay 
getting $75 or more will be asked the twice-nightly trick, but does not 


y * +hea 
to agree with tne 


to take less should the $50 minimum 
be upped. 
Another 
concerns 
newcomers. 


7 . 
incimnea 


stagehands 


| seem 
, | idea, 
angle being discussed have 
young players, virtually rie 
Felt by some that the 


reported to 
taken the same stand. Legit 
actors are given regular standard 
contracts calling for eight perform- | 


being 


present minimum is sufficient oo Pee weekly. Stipulated that if | 
that contingent, and if a raise is ar- lasked to appear additional times, 
! 


ranged it is possible that pay classi- 


fications within Equity will reappear. 
Formerly there was a minimum of 
$25 for junior members. More ex- pay should be given for extra USO 
perienced members protested, argu- performances Most of its members 
ing that there was tendency of pro-| jn USO casts are getting the mini- 
ducers to prefer juniors. Equity | mum of $50. o1 more, and 
thereupon passed a rule restricting | playing the camps is more difficult 


t 


they are to be paid one-eighth extra 
'for each such performance. 
Equity feels that the additional | 


lightly 
Sligntiy 


managers from using more than 10% |} than ordinary road-showing. Stated 
of juniors in casts. Then the pay of!that Equity and the other union 

the younger players was raised to! have contributed to the USO fund, 
$40, and not long afterwards the’ glong with the citizenry. Contended | 
minimum was boosted to $50. lthat the amount involved, if one- 


eighth extra is paid. is not too much 


ally when USO 


start | sav that 12-performance week 


managers 


that if the 
increase it would’! to expect, esp 
which may 


tion among the juniors i 


Understood 
are asked for an 


} 
ipply to seniors, 


| will be more or less of a get-together, | 


Legits Playing Camps| 


| Bertram 


| junct, as he did when 


performance. Mayor La Guardia en- 
tered the situation immediately up- 
on hearing the result of the case, 


| ordering License Commissioner Paul 


Moss to suspend the theatre’s per- 
mit. 

The Mayor, who was active with 
Moss last year 
against burlesque, which resulted in 


OF ECULATION 


in the campaign | 


NEW WAVE OF CENSO 


le 
+ 


+ 


‘La Guardia Action Indicates 





| 
| 
| 
guilty of contributing to an ie 
| 


| 
| 





Stage Megr.’s Spot 

Question of a stage manager’s 
responsibility for the material in 
a show is being studied by the 
Actors Equity legal staff. If in- 
vestigation indicates the stage 
manager is merely an employee 
without authority in matters of 
morzility and taste, Equity will 
present its findings to the Dis- 
trict Attorney and the judge, for 
their consideration when Her- 
| man Shapiro, stage manager of 

the recent ‘Wine, Women and 


Song,’ comes up far sentence 
Dec. 17. 
Show was under American 


Guild of Variety Artists juris- 
diction, but Equity is taking the 
lead in the stage manager ques- 
tion, as most stage managers are 
in legit shows under Equity 
jurisdiction. Matter is also being 
presented by Equity to its par- 
ent union, the Associated Actors 
& Artistes of America, for pos- 
sible action. 
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| by the Shuberts did 


Then and Now 


Generations ago a play called ‘My Girl Friday’ played the Repub- 


lic, N. Y¥., where it was rated 2 


nature the cops pinched the actors. 
charge was 
promptly tossed the case out of court. 


bathing suit and the 


bust, and because of its ‘risque’ 
A girl appeared on stage in a 
‘indecent exposure.’ Magistrate 
Some time after that there 


were flareups of censorship involving such plays as ‘The God of Ven- 
geance,’ ‘The Captive,’ ‘Pleasure Man’ and ‘Sex.’ 


Testimony which resulted in the 


‘Wine, Women and Song’ convic- 


tion last week described ‘stripping, bumping and grinding,’ which were 
virtually banned a year ago when the licenses of N. Y. houses playing 


burlesque were refused. In burley 
tain strippers had exceeded 


by the authorities. 


circles it was well known that cer- 


the limit and showmen were warned 


After the arrest ‘Friday’ drew big business for about five weeks, 


then faded fast, for it was rated a poor show. 


‘Wine’ was ready to fold 


the very week that complaints were filed, attendance afterwards perk- 


ing up towards capacity with the 


publicity. 








Shubert Rescinds ‘Native Son’ Fold 
After Closing Notice Causes Furore 








De Liagre to Produce 
Play by Stanley Young 


Stanley Young, editor of the book 
publishing firm of Harcourt-Brace, 
has placed a play with Alfred de- 
Liagre, Jr., which the latter intends 
to produce on Broadway later this 
season. 

A comedy, titled ‘Ask My Friend, 
Sandy,’ it concerns a young soldier, 
a book publisher and his wife. 


|Roland Young is slated for the lead | 


role. 


Report Shuberts Delayed 
‘Firefly’ in Boston Due To 


Publicity on Nitery Fire 


‘The Firefly’ revived for the road 


| Monday of last week in Boston, be- 


cause of reported transportation de- 
lay. Another reason for :etting back 
the start until last Wednesday (2) 
evening is said to have been the 


| theory of the management that be- 


cause of the show’s title, attendance 
would be crimped, in face of the 


| Hub’s disastrous Cocoanut Grove fire. 





licenses being denied several houses 
lin the theatre zone, mentioned the 
| Shuberts, who operate the Ambas- 
|sador. La Guardia is quoted as say- 
| ing the Shuberts ‘have a pretty good 
reputation’... but... ‘we gave 
|!them warning before we moved in; 
|that’s the law and we're going to 


(Continued on page 55) 


MORE AID FOR 
STOCK BY 
PIC COS. 


Interest in stocks backed by major 
film companies has been increas 
ing lately, with the development and 
polishing of talent a general objec- 
tive view of the diminishing stu- 
dio manpower. 20th-Fox appears to 
be in the forefront of the idea 
Block of that firm having 
stock as a valuable ad- 
with Metro. 

If 20th goes ahead with its stock 
plan. Paramount will give such ac- 
tivities consideration and it is likely 
that Metro will do likewise. Equity 
has approached the majors to en- 


considered 


|! courage the formation of stocks in 


stands remote from key cities though 
the latter would not be necessarily 
exclu ed. 

20th is increasing its interests in 
legit projects, having bought 50% of 
‘The Russian People,’ being readied 
by the Theatre Guild. It also has 
he of ‘Something For The Boy 
1g produced by Michael! Todd, 
while Gilbert Miller has the filn 
firm’ b cking for ‘Flare Path and 


Fling. 


J. J. Shubert asked Equity for the 
privilege of deducting three-eighths 
pay because of the three missed per- 


formances. Equity ruled that such 
deduction could be made on the 
salaries of those players getting 


more than $100 weekly, but that full 
pay must be given the others and | 
the chorus. 

The Willow and I’ was 
Boston starter last week, although | 
reported from Philadelphia to have | 
been withdrawn following a_ bad 
press and puny business. ‘Willow’ 
opened there to an exuberant press 


but despite the Philly reversal, busi- | 
| ness was quite light. 
| drama, 


However the 
erroneousl, described as a 
comedy, promptly booked on 
Broadway and bows in at the Wind- 
or Thursday (10). 


“WINTER SOLDIERS’ FOR 
B’WAY APPEARS COLD 


posed last week to bring 


was 


)Y 


Winter Soldiers,” a war drama : 
the Studio theatre, Greenwich Vil- 
age, N. Y., to Broadway appears “to 
be cold. Idea to run the play and 
turn the profits over to the Amer- 
ican Theatre Wing evidently turned 
sour when met with a number of | 
snags. It is a multi-scened play but | 
the settings are flimsy and the un- 
derstanding with the scenic artists 
union is that if ‘Soldiers’ comes up- 


town a new production would have 


built In that event, too, the 
would get at least minimum 
union conditions 


to be 
actors 
alarie and othe! 
would be required. 

‘Soldiers’ is an experimental show 
put on by the New School of Social 
Research. A big cast is required. 
Play was accorded the $1,500 Sidney 
Howard Memorial reward, but that 
money was quickly absorbed in ex- 
penses 


‘Soldiers’ gota fair pres | 


not open onj/of New York Theatres, 


another | 


iscientious objector was 


Concerned over the ‘Wine, Women 
and Song’ conviction and canceila- 
tion of the Ambassador theatre li- 
cense that his firm operates, Lee 
Shubert insisted that a week’s clos- 
ing notice for ‘Native Son’ be posted 
Saturday (5) at the Majestic, N. Y,, 
also controlled by the Shuberts, but 
Monday (7) did a switch and re- 
scinded the order. Attraction, play- 
ing a repeat date on Broadway at 
pop prices, lost money last week, 
and so did the house. While J. J. 
Leventhal and the Brandt brothers, 





who operate ‘Son,’ guarantee the 
theatre, the gross fell under the 
;stop limit, and Shubert demanded 


| that the show exit, although it was 
planned to keep it going for the 
|Christmas holidays. ‘Son’ manage- 
j}ment, however, conceded to Shubert’s 
| wishes to close. 

Closing order caused a furore on 
|Broadway. An emergency meeting 
was held at the office of the League 
with man- 
agers, Equity, Dramatists Guild reps 
and others present. Other organiza- 
tions also voiced their protests. 

| At the meeting Herman Shumlin, 
Howard Lindsay, Russel Crouse and 
Elmer Rice offered to shoulder the 
losses of ‘Son’ in order to keep it 
going, thus countering the moves of 


outside pressure groups intent on 
censorship. William Brandt. acting 


(Continued on page 52) 


26-Year-Old Hedgerow 
Player Given 2 Years 
For Draft Evasion 


Philadelphia, Dec. 8 
26-year-old 


sene- 


Michael deBausset, 
Hedgerow Theatre actor, was 
tenced to two years in Federal Peni- 
tentiary yesterday (Mon.) for draft 


levasion. Judge William H. Kirk- 
patrick in Federal Court told the 
husky member of Jasper Deeter’s 


troupe that his claim of being a con- 


‘unsound.’ 
said the judge, 


of the religious 


‘In your case,’ 


there is a total lack 


hackgroupd aequired to ipport a 
Ne ANE. Fe RY 5 TO papa tt * 2a ani 
deferment” Pitre: 5 LAs athe 


claim for 


ing I can do but send vou to prison.’ 

Three other members of Hedge- 
row have been ent to ‘conshie’ 
camp: De Bausset was born in 
Rus la 


JED PROUTY ADDED TO 


TODD'S ‘SOMETHING’ 


Jed Prouty has been pacted by 
Mike Todd for his forthcoming 
‘Something for the Boys,’ musical 
by Herbert and Dorothy Fields, 
songs by Cole Porter, slated for the 
Alvin, N. Y., Jan. 7 and which starts 
n out-of-town break-in at the Shu- 
bert, Boston, Dec. 17. ; 

Cast includes Ethe] Merman. Allen 
Jenkins, Paula Laurence, William 
Lynn, Bill Johnson, Jack Cole, Betty 
3ruce, Betty Garrett, Frances Mer- 
cer, Jack Hartley, William Callahan, 
Stuart Langley and Anita Alvarez, 
Staging is by Hassard Short, 20th- 


Fox owns 50° of the show 


Poe d 


a 
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Plays Out of Town 


THE DOUGHGIRLS 


Bridgeport, Dec. 5. 
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Whether ‘Doughgirls’ will be a 
what the 
ace of stage logistics. George S 
Kaufman, makes of Joseph Fields’ 
farce between tonight's break-in and 
the Broadway preem. Name pull of 
director, Max Gordon aegis and sev- 
eral leads recruited from Hollywood 
give entry a strong start, which it 


dough show depends on 


will need to overcome the weak 
script. 
In his lone authoring venture 


Fields, collaborator with Jerome 
Chodorov of Gordon's still-running 
hits. ‘My Sister Eileen’ and ‘Junior 
Miss’ (former also staged by Kauf- 
man), has been considerably less 
than successful juggling an assort- 
ment of plots and a stageful of peo- 
ple. The Kautman help is alreaay 
apparent, | ut there is still plenty of 
tightening to do. 

It’s a racy play 
est Gordon has | 


one of the broad- 
ndertaken. Which 
Suggests another angle 


current sensitiviiy about the decency 


ceiling. Billed as ‘the comic spirit 
on a lark in wartime Washington,’ 
*‘Doughgirls’ that to the extreme. 
With but one exception the national 


capital is presented as a place where 
everybody pays attention to 
thing but war, officialdom 


he 


puts 


sex No. 1 on the list, and nobody 
gets anything done. 

Although somewhat inept. the 
*‘Doughgirls’ tag refers to a trio of 
beauts of varied virtue who con- 
verge with the men they pass off 
as their husbands on a suite of a 


sold-out Washington hotel Virginia 





oes | the ft ‘ > < 2e]j s for the 
Field, sharpest of the threesome, | for ™¢ theatre. | His feeling for tne 
pairs with a married chemist who | Gramauc 1ine, for acute character- | 
airs with i I Abs pe <« Asir for centile mor | 
is trying to peddle a synthetic rub- | ase gear his flair for sy humor | 
’ 1 ian 1 ’ satire are ¢ ays in evi- 
ber formula. Arleen Whelan, a dumb | 494 nippy satire are always In Cvi- | 
redhead, is attached to an Army col- | dence. The play, however, is struc- | 
onel but adds her bit to the war | turally unsound as it stands for 
: . : - | Americ aiidience ed the 
effort by acting as social secretary | American audiences Indeed, the 
to her ‘h band's’ superio1 an ex- ; curtain of the second act comes down 
her ‘husban l , an @) ares eee a. 
Wall St. brigadier general Doris | 0m a wholly re ol\ ed ee and 
Nolan, straightest of the girls, fran- | ct ¢ eye eg dese ye ert gr tte’ 
rs Oo Or 1 ‘ ar yt n't 
tically awaits her divorce decree be- i going home unaware tnat sn 
fore makir t legal with a pilot off |“? vel 
to the Pacifi ‘Mashenka’ is of such persuasi' 
All lose their 1 Mi Field i 1 ‘ humanity, howe 
whet the ' rea wile afrri . i tting the irrent interes ) 
Miss WI € the ge} il Russian—that if the play were 
mus<t les n o1 t} colonel. Miss No- K DE | adaptea would verv pos- 
lan when the decree doesn't come] sibly follow ‘Life With Father’ and 
in time for the wedding. By the fin- | ‘Junior Miss’ as a successtul fam 
ish the original duos are reteamed. | comed It is, in any case. a fine 
but some ot it happens like bad vehicie fo Say Monty Woolley Wid 
musical comedy enue ‘find 
he third act bring 1 seriou Anne Putnam (Radcliffe, 46), who 
touch the retul OL tne fiver a a nilavecr the lead here is pra tically 
Coral Sea hero d a luncheon bid | the ‘fin herself She played the 
to > W hr th the Roose- | role with extraordinary sensitivity 
vests, WEEK utes a nuptial cere- | fo nm amateur and her personality 
mon fo me , jected through the alarums of 
rhe he p a te production She wa 
ea ily b 1iona Ove excellent] ipported b 
“i ne 
Cnara i VT W na ot! members 
who lo il | S } i-R; t 
7 . € ri a -naadt fre ye 
ie i i +} 
oa ¥ VU I 
g 41 ( , 
t to * 
7 » 
Deer Lory 
: , 
a ice FY 
Ss © b 
no } ) ; 
* T 
} 
a ) . 
; } Tye 5°) 
aoo } | r ( ¢ ( . 8) “5 
al Ove a ( to *E> VY tne R nhoppe all 
girls’ the Eil et wa ve e iN n in its return engage 
actically actior The first t | me las eek, getting less an 
f the Fiel come $5.500 to } 1 new low for the sea- 
that t 8) t tie Fy ng Was against it e- 
stepi T ‘ ock ( g ationing. zero wave 
hs and gags, remarkably few of i also absence of Lucile Watsoi 
which alivce to people cast oO ount of ! 
Goings in Washineton Miserable b nevertheless was 1] 
The Coast contingent comes throuch omething of a mystery since Li n 
superbly and should prove a plea re Hellman aon its first \ t re 
to Broadwayfa e} M Field a hou seve! months ago got a 
stunning blonde. is ey e the | great $18.000 and had to t é 
hep gal. Miss Whelan clicks as the | 4¥ the end o er Top 
naive redhead. and Miss Nolan sup- $2.75. 
plies balance in the sensible part Nixon curret has third ret 
. Vee 4 J ~ 4 1 ~~ 
Arlene Francis dees a bang-up job| in a rr ‘Arsen and Old Lace 
in the hoked sniner roie. and Ethel | but with original Broadwav cast . 
Wilson and Muriel Hutchison con- | tin then gets ‘Spring Aga end 
nect as the relief corps organizer | goes dark Xmas week. Boston Comic 
i ‘ : > : ° 
and McCoy wife from Wisconsi: | Opera Company coming in for week 
William J. Kellv’s brigadier gen-!of Gilbert and Sullivan repertor, 
] - 4) é ; + : in » r 1 
il. one of the funniest parts in } D: 26. Had original pla i to 
the plav. tons the male lineun. King |] or 7” for eight da , 
Cald Reed Brow! T and Vi id : . halidow « 


,ton Hayworth—also ex-Hollywood— | 


| are competent as the ‘husbands,’ and 


| rubber 


| 


Broadway's | 


| cepted 


H. 


chief 


Edward 


Robins is 


right 


as 


Hattie Carnegie supplied the 
costuming 


roles, 


Bianca 


for the title 
ing under 


Vision 
ing is sufficient for 
needs. 


B cause of 


is doubtful whether 


all 
Stroock's 


the 


un-Havsian 
anvthing except 


the 


garb 


be- 


super- 
Frederick Fox's single mount- 


comedy’s 


content it 


the name of ‘Doughgirls’ is converti- 


the screen 
fine on single 


ble to 


Biz 


night 


here, 


best 


of any booking at house this season. 
Elem 
Boston, Dec. 3 
I t ! three nets by Afine 
\ i * pDreser 1 be ! i 
l'mive Dia iti Club at 
Kt ( hdl ‘ “ted b i’ 
St by R dé Thompson; at B 
} ‘ \lass Lex } nd 4 Se 
Ml Madeli Walks 
Mendy W il 
MRRNODEE 060s cae cae weuae Anne VP n 
bir chwna ke Hibba } : 
ViCIOr.. . svescscscsecesenes Ch I» 
“see ewe eee ‘ ‘ ’ ‘ 
TETTELTTTTLrir ye } Sy 
006$058ssebeens MI we 
wrerr cer coccccce (sl0ria te vod 
eo eee iekeeeeess Vietor Pentlirg 
fo eee, errno Gertrude Wind 
*‘Mashenka’ (accent first syllable) 


is a bright prospect for bigger things. 


The play has no 


connection 


what- 


ever with the film of the same name 


except that 


it's also a Russian-made 


product and a good one; nor is it a 


war-play. 


of fact. is the warm 


Its main appeal in point 
universality 


of 


its age-old Heidi theme, for it deals 


wholly 
sensitive 15-year-old 
by her elder 


and, so. by society. 


"| 
of} 
girl 


Ly 


{ 


o be 


with the efforts of a loneby, 


ac- 


grandfather 


The 


symbolism of present vs. 


course, 


+} 
the 


past is, 
worked in, but subtly. while 


topical references are generaily 


obvious 


oi 


Simple enough, the situation de- 
velops vnel Mashenka all but 
turned o by her stepmother, i 
trudes on her grandfather's scholas- 

| tic privacy. A grumpy, irascible oid 
fellow living entirely in the past. he 
at first resents, then ignores 

Whe her crush on her music- 


every- | 


teacher's fiance 
proportions: when 


much 


assumes 
her 


pathetic 
friends ridi 


idi- 


her and when at last her step- 


beauty 


cule 

mother comes crashing in to take het 
away, he realizes how 

she has brought into 


In a Nazi ralda on 


his 
The loss of Afinogenov, who died 


] 


ife 


Moscow, was 


it is 


plain to be seen now. a serious one 





| 


|} craftemanship. It has failed to im- 
hile its characte) with fir t-rate 
action and dialog. However, by ex- 





| Plays on Broadway 








ONLY THE HEART 





Drama n tw i ocel 
liorton Foote presented the Ame 
Actors Company stage bb Mary Hut 
etting, Leslie Dorss pened ) l 
enzagement (Dec q i Lie lt 
it ’rovincetown P } ‘ 
top 
MIami Borden HH i Vaueghr 
India Hamilton....... leanne Tuft 
Tom Rorden nies he aa l tlammond 
ful Borden....ce..-- Constal Dowling 
Soones ae et er requeline Andre 
Albert I) si ht ira Hart 

Well, at least the most disconcert- 
ing item about the current tenant 
at the Provincetown Playhouse 
would not be the play itself. The 
American Actors Co. is presenting 
from Dec. 5 through Dec. 14 a 
drama by Horton Foote, titled ‘Only 
the Heart’, and for once in a long 
while the old Greenwich Village 


showshop is distinguished more for 


its uncomfortab'e seating than the 
production _ itselt Invariably the 
presentations at Provincetown have 
produced the initial discomfort. 
The analogy, of course, must not 


be weighed with too great distinc- 
tion for the author. This drama of 
greed and frustration lacks many of 


the fundamentals that 


comprise good 


better- 
a young play- 
right 


perimental standards it’s a 
than-average effort by 
wright who's been improving 
along. 


Hilda Vaughn, whose face is prob- 


ably more familiar to picture aud- 
iences than her name, has the lead, 
that of a mother who wrecks her 
own home and the life of her 


daughter by her greed and will to 
dominate. She gives an at-times 
commendable performance, but 
Overacts frequently, a fault due 


more to direction than anything 
else The only other dominating 
portrayal is that of Constance 


the daughter. Niiss 
ingenue who requires 


Dowling as 
Dowling 


IS an 


Inside Stuff—Lesit s 


‘Rosalinda’ is drawing excellent grosses at the 44th Street, N. Y.. but 
because of the high operating cost, profits are comparatively mild, There 
are 40 men in the pit, lowest pay for any of the musicians being $90. so 
that the orchestra payroll is $4,000 or more. Understood a move to ‘eu 
down the number of musicians was clipped by the union because that or- 
ganization’s emergency fund is tied in with the presentation of the show 





So costly an orchestra is virtually unknown in legit, but although 
‘Rosalinda’ is an operetta form of ‘Die Fledermaus,’ the score calls saw 
many instruments. Pit bunch had been conducted by Erich Wolfgang 


Korngold, replaced by Wolfgang Martin last week. Former was paid $100 
nightly. He is under contract to Warners and is probably slated to return 
to the Coast. 

Show, which has around 60 people on the stage, is approximating $20.009 
weekly, big money at $3.30 top. Audience appeal is general, but a goodly 
percentage of patrons are refugees and the ‘arty’ crowd. Ticket sale ex- 
tends well into January. 


‘ 





Although her name was used in all billing and advance publicity, Lucile 
Watson wasn't in the cast of ‘Watch On the Rhine’ when it played a return 
engagement at the Nixon, Pittsburgh, last week. Miss Watson had been 
out of the show for nearly six weeks bedded in Oklahoma City with a 
bad knee, but no mention of this was made in attraction’s copy because 
management felt confident she would be back before the Herman Shumlin 
hit reached Pittsburgh. Miss Watson’s understudy, Zamah Cunningham 
who has been playing the part ever since ‘Watch’ left Oklahoma City Oct. 
16, had it here but Miss Watson was due to resume some time this week. 

Edward Ryan, Jr., eldest of the three Mueller children in Lillian Hell- 
man play, left cast here Saturday night (5) to go into the army, and was 
replaced by his understudy, Jimmy Dobson. 


Buford Armitage, stage manager of touring ‘Claudia,’ returned to N. Y. 
last week and was inducted by the Army. Being 45, he was just within 
the draft age, but passing the physical examination with ease was sur- 
prising. Last spring Armitage had an operation. He q@nlisted during the 
first World War, but was turned down because of a heart condition. Doc- 
tors then said he wouldn't live two years. 

Eddie O'Keefe, ‘Claudia’s’ company manager, also returned after plant- 
ing the show in Chicago ‘Selwvn). He reported ill and will rest at home 
for about a month. It was a hectic initial Coast trip for O’Keefe, mostiy 
because of transportation mishaps, due to the war. John Pollock is now 
back with the show. 

Children’s Theatre, Pittsburgh, which has announced a series of seven 
kiddie plays for this season, is the brainchild and also is under the direc- 
tion of Grace Price (Mrs. Jerome Katz), wife of a Pittsburgh depart- 
ment store biggie and the niece of Al Woods, the old-time Broadway pro- 














ynsiderable schooling, but her 
varm blonde lovliness and poise | ducer. E : , ; 
suggest some promise Kahn, | Children’s Theatre of Miss Price has been an in-and-out propositio: 
|} until this season, when it was organized on a permanent basis to compete 
R U R |with annual series of Clare: Tree Major’s New York company, which is 
sKeabelpigtg | sponsored in the Smoky City by May Beegle, concert impresario. Before 
- (REVIVAL) : |that Miss Price annually directed two or three children’s shows during 
Y.. Dec td. be Davia | holiday weeks for a local department store 
{ i Dn } » b - 
ata by . tr ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ divvy for November amounted to $14,400, small 
x oo. 09 mee in comparison to former disbursals, but the angels are all very wel 
Gudrun Hansen | Satisfied regardless. 
MaViUS. oc eee eee Lewis Wilson | The flock of backers of ‘Strip For Action,’ which Howard Lindsay and 
Dr. G: : cen seehessers te - ~ cage: Russel Crouse are also presenting, with Oscar Serlin, have received ini- 
t- neg A raehee ee reso ha ¥ Gardner | tial checks, which represent 10 per cent of their investments. Latte is 
Ml \lquis Binge At . not profit but is on account of production. ‘Strip’ has been earning an 
( ) BUMMONs vcs sass Ree operating profit at the National, N. Y., and in addition to the coin dis- 
R PAE sine Ba sith | tributed there is a $10,000 reserve fund. Show cost around $60,000 to pro- 
PRIN 5 a 305 tibao aes Katharine Balfour | duee, backers including most of those who have pieces of ‘Arsenic,’ plus 
he a petal iat hikes . ee some others. 
Robots—Lewis Steele, Jay W ams, Robert — 
f rina t *K; a mee pvt : Further complication attended the closing of ‘Three Men on a Horse’ 
PICKS G Lan *, Allen | after it folded on the subway circuit recently. Salary guarantee money of 
: prt ps a $2.000 was deposited with Equity by Alex Yokel, and when the actors 
When produced by the Theatre | were paid off there was approximately $600 remaining with a similal 
Guild 20 years ago ‘R.U.R.’ was re-|amount also on deposit in connectiOn with the show. A restraining 
garaeaq a a dramatic curiosity, | order for that coin was placed by attorney Milton R. Weinberger on behalf 
en nati ig from the late Czech au-|of the backer, but Yokel sought to recapture the residue from Equity, 
; ; Karel Capek . ho —_ - Gair | to pay off obligations of the show, such as author’s royalties, trucking and 
= of . o alty hy + Bh veg | unemployment insurance, the whole amounting to around $900 
he present-day audiences} Under stood that Lawrence Gelb, the back who has pieces of ot! 
vont go for it, even though there | show S, dropped $11,000 on ‘Horse also tha Weinberger put $1,000 into 
ire references to some phases of ;the revival. 
ne present worid conflict. | 
; y »d the lav nee Dae 
mi pac gehen Mpaad py, Rinses Shuberts have made a claim against Carol Reed. a chorine in ‘The 
er the rights to the present revival. Merry Widow On tou asking for two Weeks’ salary because she left 
a couple of new sho ymen putting it ; tne show without due notice on the final day (Nov. 28) of its recent 
They provided adequate pro- | Philadelphia engagement. Girl did not appear for the evening perform- 
duction and cast, so was a question | ance but sent a note to the effect that she was ill and could not continue 
| of the play standing on its own. Man- | the tour 
ete gered poo Package png Pool Doubtful that Chorus Equity will okay the claim because of the illness 
‘tted Rong — aay Sri hl ‘Dec. 21 |contention. Miss Reed was paid for the week at the matinee, which is 
ook a chance on the theory that | the general custom, and because she missed one performance the manage- 
R.UR. got across. it would be | Ment is entitled to one-eighth of $45, her pay 
ea to re a Wit bookings - 
- er ¢ ill chance of Seattle gets comparatively few road ows, which may be one reaso 
R y its censor bo Ss hnick) 0 le engagement of ‘Claudia 
Pol f ive e M Tee 1 £ f \ 
hin. “Pde “SOD 722. DAL ree » 5 1 D ) ¢ Y dronped ) " 
‘ ) E € ¢ r ine 1 ° 
Tl ye yf ¢ ¢ r ( ¢ ¢ ) F ra) } pre Ta) 
101 re ‘ e i 3 
( | a ) ( ‘ # r ene a 
tage Dre Doug ed Fi 1) b rut I 
é ¢ he q ( one a x 6 ! oO ' ¢ ) tne i and 
é tne quties, are rea ne ankle so b sine Ould not go o Mut H I 
posed be er ba to the | placed her, Latter was originally cast for the part but witharew ) ! 
ins calls for great |a better one on ‘Cry Havoe.’ in rehearsal 
p -TT PR? . | Miss Hutchison went to Bridgeport for the first tryout show Saturda 
_ R.U.R. nterpreted in terms of | (5) and to Washington early this: week but Natalie Schaefer was due it 
esent as comparable to the |y,. jane starting leet wisiat 
ntnting of peoples in this all-j|~ ss a Sees ee 
’ We Average audience may ac- ——— 
cept that or regard it as too fan-| Managers have been asked to consider securing accommodations fo 
{ although a program. note | Negro players on the road. Problem does not particularly concern all 
otes President Roosevelt: ‘It is the | colored outfits, but those attractions in which there are partially mixed 
oung, free men and women of the | casts Finding living quarters for them appears to be getting increasing!) 
ed Na ns. and not the wound- ” . 


ts of the slave st 


who 
new 


ites, 


old the shane of the 


However, it is a rather leaden per- | 
formance, and while the play has its 
moments, there is little dramatic | 
now Cas’ has several femme char- 

( but it is mostly a male play. 


satisfactory. 
- Ibee | 
after | 
the | 


inces are 


Satu 


perfor inces; p) 


day (5) 


ited 


for 


j}ance’ as Sunday night, Ja: 


difficult. 


Association of Theatrical Agents and Managers has been contacted and 


advance men have been requested to make advance reservations for col 
ored players when they're acting similarly for others. 

Although ‘Cry Havoc’ has not yet been produced in N. Y., it was of- 
fered recently as a prospect for the ‘command performance’ in connec- 


‘ 


tion with the President's Birthday Ball celebration in Washington nex 
January. President Roosevelt announced that the celebration of his 61 
birthday should provide the events which the Infantile 
Paralysis Foundation. This date of the perform 


usual sustain 


fixes the ‘command 


24, 
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Snow Freezes Chi BO; Priorities 
Still Has Priority, 1G: ‘Claudia’ $8,000 


First heavy oma Ng ae G-8 Operettas Fair 
$8,400 in Lonely Philly 


with temperature down near zero, 
hit boxoffices last week for three 
Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 
There was only one legit attrac- 


days and raised havoe with patron- 
tion in the eity last week due to the 


age. Start of gas rationing in this 
Willow and f and “Hellzapop of ‘The 








section was another factor in depopu- 
Willow and I’ and ‘Hellzapoppin’ the 


lating the Loop at night. 
previous Saturday. st week’s lone 


‘Priorities of 1942’ continued to 
lead in receipts, with ‘Porgy and 
—- was * Boston Light Opera 
Co. offering Gilbert and Sullivan 


Bess’ and ‘Good Night Ladies’ next 
in line. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Good Night, Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(34th week) (1,200; $2.75). Dropped 
to $11,500 which still nets big money, 

‘Junior Miss,’ Harris (11th week) 
(1,000; $2.75.) Skidded considerably 
to $8,500. 

‘Maid in Ozarks,’ Great Northern 
(11th week) (1,300; $2.20.) Still roll- 
ing along to nice receipts. Manage- 
ment has announced two perform- 
ances for New Year’s Eve. Lowest 
nut in town, so last week’s $5,500 
profitable. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Studebaker (5th 
week) (1,400; 3.30). Patronage drop- 
ping off but advance sale kept last 
week around $15,000. 


repertory at the Locust St. theatre. 
First week’s gross was nothing sen- 
sational, but gross of just under §$8,- 
400 was claimed profitable, and en- 
couraging factor was that biz im- 
proved all week, with Saturday night 
a complete sellout. Weakest house 
was the Wednesday matinee, with 
‘The Mikado’ the offering. 
Decision w be made late this 
afternoon (Tuesday, the 8th) as to 
continuance for a third week. 


3 Sisters 296 





Priorities’ tig (5th —— e 
1,300; 2.75). Still the town’s leader; 
a Minoo In D. C. Despite 
‘Claudia,’ Selwyn (1,000; $2.20). 


No. 2 company played here last sea- 
son. This one has original New York 
east with Dorothy McGuire and Don- 
ald Cook. Opened to $8,000. 


Fire Boffs Hub; 
‘Angel’ Drops 
$4300 to $6,200 


Mixed Reviews 





Washington, Dec. 8. 


Katharine Cornell’s ‘Three Sisters’ 
met with mixed notices from crit- 
ics, but that didn’t affect the box- 
office last week, for the Chekhov 
revival sold out Lefore the company 
arrived. Gross was a few dollars 
short of $29,000, and $266 more than 
Miss Cornell achieved when she set 
the $3 top record Here with ‘Doc- 
tor’s Dilemma.’ 

Max Gorden’s production of ‘The 


Boston, Dec. 8, | 54 “P. 
The legit houses are expected to 


: vance sales for I 
recover somewhat this week from the advance sales before the 


$5,000 in 
Monday curtain, 


violent reaction to the Cocoanut ‘ a 
Grove disaster, which pared their| Russian Embassy is deeply inter- 
rosses as much as 40% last week.| ested in the Theater Guild’s ‘The 





Doughgirls’ is currently showing at | 
Popular-price scale appeal | 
was shown when the play rang up | 


| 
| 


‘he Willow and I’ at the Shubert} Russian People,’ opening here Dec. 
and ‘The Sun Field’ at the Colonial | 14. Mme. Ivy Litvinoff, wife of the | 
were not replaced this week, so only | Soviet Ambassador, will again be 


three houses are open, but future 
ae gee remain bright. Among the 
itles expected before Christmas are 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ ‘Something 


guest critic for the Washington Post 
on this play. She reviewed ‘Three 
Sisters’ and gave Chekhov what 
amounted to a slug. Embassy is 


for the Boys,’ ‘The Wife Takes a} more interested in projecting dram- 
Child’ and ‘Spring Again.’ atically Russia of today. This is 
what Konstantin Simonov’s play 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Angel Street,’ Plymouth (1,400; 
$2.75). Hard hit by the disaster, its 
gloomy subject keeping the estimated 


of Stalin. 





does, and it has the official blessing 


take to $6,200, a drop of $4,300. One 
more frame. 

‘Firefly,’ Majestic (1,667; $2.20). 
Shubert revival got middling notices 
but brisk for five performances at 
estimated $8,000. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Wilbur (6th week) 
(1,227; $2.75). Dropped to about 
$9,000, but advance sale is very good 
and will finish cut the 

‘Sun Field,’ Colonial 
(1,634: $2.75). 
script tightening 
made this a contender, 
off, $5,500 reported. 

‘Willow and I,’ Shubert 
Martha Scott drew well here 


(2d week) 


reported to 


2.75). 
considering the town’s lethargy 
mixed notices, $6,000 estimated. 
Script and cast still in the works. 


‘Widow’ NG 6G, Buff. 


Buffalo, Dec. 8 

With an adverse press n 
matters any, ‘The Merry Widow’ took 
a nosedive at the Erlanger las 
With a $2.20 top, the revival tallied 
slightly $6,000, poor t] 
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LITHOGRAPHS 


| FROM MELODRAMAS AND 
MUSICAL SHOWS OF 


THE GAY 90’8 


Large assortment of 28x 42 and 
14x21 Posters suitable for Bars, 
Rathskeller, Play Rooms, etc. 

Price 25c each - Min. Order 4 


ENQUIRER JO2 PRINTING CO. 


412 E. 6th ST. - CINCINNATI, O. 
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Podiatrist-Chiropodist 

: Formerly at the America Hotel 

| Removed to the 
HOTEL PLYMOUTH 
143 W. 49th St., N. Y. 


COlumbus 5-6988 
Office Hours: 9:30 A.M. to 6:30 P.M. 
And by Appointment 





























t helning | 
4 } tractions 





Cast replacements and |} 
have | ‘ 
but biz was | 


(1,590; | 


and | 


Toronto, Dec. 8 

With a week open between the 
two weeks’ holdover at the Royal | 
Alexandra of Frank McCoy’s spe- 
| cial company of ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace,’ and its going into the} 
| Lafayette, Detroit, for an indefinite 
run commencing last night (Mon-| ru 
day), producer tested out the On-} 
tario theatre market by following 
| up the Toronto engagement with a 


| 
| 
| 


t week. | 





| $2 top, 


Rural Canada Starved 


For Legit; 1-Niters Of 
‘Arsenic’ Sock $12,000 


series of split engagements that, at 
grossed $12,100 and proved 
that the Ontario hinterlands are 
starved for stage productions and 
are willing to pay off if such at- 
are forthcoming 

With, Walter Hampden and Cissie 
Loftus heading the Frank McCoy 
production of ‘Arsenic,’ the Royal 
Alexandra (1,525) at $2.50 top 
$27.000 for week 
week of Nov. 30, McCoy 
nstormed adiacent cities to Tor- 
a whirlwind tour that 
$12,000 Immediately 


Yagement in 
+ 
Lf 


here 
“assed the two 


For the 


onto in 
grossed over 
after the Lafayette e1 
Detroits ‘Arsenic’ return 
toyal Alexandra, Toront 
other fortnight’s engagement. 
Hindered by blizzards at the start 
of the engagement but 
building on, ‘Life With Father’, 
Percy Waram and Margalo 
more, 
the Royal Alexandra last week, with 
1,525-seater scaled at $2.50 top. The 
fact that, as outcome of the Serlin- 
Shubert tiff, ‘Father’ went into the 
Eaton Auditorium here last season, | 
hurt business in Toronto this time 
on word-of-mouth inasmuch as con- 
cert hall, with its shallow stage 
and flat floor, proved unsuitable for | 


the 
+ 


steadily 
with 
Gill- 


a stage presentation. That initial 
reception definitely hurt the gross 


on second visit of ‘Father.’ 
Karloff—Arsenic’—$9,200 
Milwaukee, Dec. 8. 
Aithough here for a week only last 
spring. ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ wit! 
Boris Karloff, returned to the David- 
theatre for three ts and al 


son 


grossed a strong $13,500 at | 


| house brought the fold. 





| Sunday 
| four performances in all, and grossed 
| approximately $10,000, a disappointer. 


| gelus,’ 


| timated 


Zasu Modest $4,200 
In 4 Shows at Indpls. 


; Indianapolis, Dec. 8. 
a First Murder,’ with Zasu Pitts, 
took a modest $4,200 in four perform- 
wey here at English’s (1,500) Dec. 
“4-5 at $2.75 top in spite of cold 
weather, gas rationing, competition 
of Sonja Henie ice , ee and pan- 
ning from critics. 
The Ballet Theatre played to 
nee room only and $3,500 in sin- 
0 


gle performance at $3.30 top in Mar- 
tens series at English’s Dec. 1. 


‘ARMY’ IN 496 
ADVANCE SRO, 
CINCINNATI 








Cincinnati, Dec. 8. 

Cincy’s theatre, newspaper and 
radio clan, plus city officials, ten- 
dered a party honoring Irving Berlin 
in the Netherlands Plaza hotel Sun- 
day (6) night. Mayor James Gar- 
field Stewart and Nelson Trowbridge, 
resident manager for the Shuberts, 
extended greetings, 


Broadway - last week, which 
is usual for the period following 
Thanksgiving, but there were few 
violent declines. The leaders, especi- 
ally those high-grossing hits among 
the straight shows, held to big busi- 
ness, some being aided by advance 
sales, 

Two arrivals last week were quick 
folds, ‘Lifeline’ being withdrawn 
from the Belasco after eight per- 
formances and revival of ‘R.U.R.’ be- 
ing yanked from the Barrymore after 
four times. Saturday business tap- 
ered for first time since early fall. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (52d week) 
(D-789: $3.30). Starting the second 
year, first anniversary having been 
celebrated late last week, was off, 
but at $9,000 did alright. 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(98th week) (CD-893; $3.30). Went 
downward also, with takings approx- 


(Revue), 


Berlin's all-soldier show, ‘This Is i ay at the vel; 
the Army,’ has an advance sellout for cag po age y he BB -_ 
its week’s engagement, which opened rives early in February. 

Monday (7) night, in the 2,500-seat ‘Beat the Band,’ 46th St. (7th 
Rg Age — = week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Tentative 
will probably raise the ‘gem t closing notice posted and decision 
$51,000. one way or another due this mid- 





LAWRENCE 256 
IN STRONG DET. 


Detroit, Dec. 8. 

Rialto here continues on the strong 
side but there still are problems to 
keeping all three of Detroit’s legiti- 
mate houses going. 

Latest to go dark is the Wilson, 
where Henry Duffy’s musical com- 
edy, ‘Life of the Party,’ closed Sun- 
day night after aine good weeks at 
popular prices, tucking in $10,000 in 
the final stanza. Show was to go to 
Chicago, and head for New York 
later, but inability to find a Loop 
Possibility 
exists of resumption in February. 

Gertrude Lawrence in ‘Lady in 
the Dark’ garnered an approximate 
$25,000 in its first eight perform- 
ances at the Cass and goes two more 
weeks at $3.30 top. 

The Lafayette played out a second 
strong week with $13,000 for John 
Barton in ‘Tobacco Road’ to bring 
the two-week tally to $27,000. It was 
followed Sunday by Walter Hamp- 
den and Cissie Loftus in ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace,’ set for a run at the $1.65 
top policy for the house. 





Swanson-Lederer 5G 


In Poor Balto Week 


1% . ~~ oO ~ 
Baitimore, Dec. 8. 


musical at high scale. 


(CD-712; $3.30). Slipped along with 
the field, with the gross rated around 
$9,500, but that is quite satisfactory 
for one-setter at this period. 

‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (27th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). Held up much bet- 
ter than most shows last week and 
attendance generally close to capac- 
ity; takings quoted at $27,000. 

‘Great Big Doorstep,’ Morosco (2d 
week) (C-939; $3.30). Some doubt 
about chances for this new one; first 
full week estimated around $8,000, 
disappointing. 

‘Janie,’ Miller (13th week) (C-940; 
$3.30). Parties have been helping 
here; patronage not regularly seen in 
the theatre being drawn; has done 
well enough to date; rated over 
$11,000. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (57th week) 
(CD-1,062; $3.30). 


D (Drama), 


| 


1873; $3.30). 
| Blackwell, 


| 


Bway Spotty; ‘Skin’ Capacity $23.50, 
Pirate Sock 236, Band’ Off to $14,500, 
May Close; ‘Lifeline’, ‘R.U.R.’ Are Out 


Heywood Broun’s book of same title; 
|} opens tonight (9), 


‘The Willow and I,’ Windsor (D- 
Presented by Donald 
Raymond Curtis and 
David Merrick; written by John Pat- 


| rick; opens Thursday (10) 





} 





‘Uncle Harry,’ Hudson (28th week) 
(D-1,042; $3.30). While not up with 
leaders, it’s making very good run 


and earning profit right along; dipped 


last week; $9,400 estimated. 

‘Without Love,’ St. James (4th 
week) (C-1,520; $3.30). Up in the big 
money with capacity registered right 
along for acount of more than 
$24,000. 

‘Yankee Point,’ Longacre (2d week) 
(CD-1,016; $3.30). Picked up slightly, 


| but still in doubtful class; takings for 


second week estimated around $4,500, 
Added 

‘Claudia,’ Forrest (return engage- 

ment) (original date 56 weeks) (27th 

week) (C-1,195; $1.65). Not much 

better than even break, with takings 


} around $5,000, or slightly more, last 
| week 


notice 


week; around $14,500, not good for 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (56th week) | 


‘Native Son,’ (Majestic (return 
date) (6th week) (D-1,715: Dropped 
under $6,000; publicity over closing 
which was rescinded after 
censorship protests should perk at- 
tendance. 


Revivals 
‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Royale (2d 
week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Very good 


follow-up press comment should help 
here: with pace around $13,500 is 


| quite satisfactory. 


| $3.30). 


‘R. Uz. (D-1,104; 


(3) and 


R.,”’ Barrymore 
Opened Thursday 


j taken off Saturday; doubtful press 
|}and little coin after opening; four 
| performances. 


| good 


Vaude-Revues 

Time,’ Broadhurst (12th 
(1,142; $2.75). Holding to very 
money for vaude outfit, with 
most of the coin drawn last half; 


‘Show 
week) 


| dipped, but around $19,000, which is 
| plenty. 


| sador 


‘Wine, Women and Song,’ Ambas- 
(1,200; $1.65). Was suddenly 


withdrawn last Friday (4) after play- 
| ing 10 weeks; ordered off when man- 
|} agement was convicted of sponsoring 


indecent performance; had been do- 


Dipped to around 
$9,000 after jumping sharply on holi- 
day week; still excellent property 
and should be around for most of | 
season. 


ing well at around $14,000. 





‘Let’s Face it,’ Imperial (54th week) 
(M-1,326; $4.40). Has been doing ex- 
ceptionally well; slipped last week 
as expected; still very good money 
at $25,000 or more. 

‘Lifeline,’ Belasco (D-1,000; $3.30). 
Business after premiere was so light 


RATIONING UPSETS L. A. 


B. 0., ‘BLACKOUTS’ 116 


Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 
Gas rationing has finally slowed up 





+ 


held the three skits by G. B. Shaw, 


¢ 


‘Three Curtains, with Gloria 
Swanson and Francis Lederer star- 
ring, opened at Ford’s last week and | 
foiled t > Clitrean a ii ' 
faliea tO measure up. L7lVen a luke- | 

arm reception by local crix, who | 

| 


Barrie and Piner>y were dated, lay- | 
out garnered an estimated $5,000, or | 
less. | 


In this week to a smasho advance | 
sale ‘Three Sisters,’ with Katha- 
Cornell heading a name-heavy 


cast, 


| 


‘Papa’ 56, Cincy | : 


Cincinnati, Dec. 8 

‘Papa Is All,’ with Jessie Royce | 
Landis, grossed approximately $5,000, | 
below expectations, on four perform- 

ce n the first half of last week at | 
ti 1,300-seat Cox theatre Top was 
$2.75 

In the last half, and at the same 
scale, the house grossed approxi- | 


mately $7,500 on three night shows | 
and a matinee of ‘Arsenic and Old | 
Lace’ with Boris Karloff. Pull was 
rated very good, in view of two days’ 
opposition from the Russian Ballet, 
with the Cincinnati Symphony Or- 
chestra, in the 3,500-seat Music Hall 
at $3.30 top. The Ballet held over 
(6) for a matinee, making 


Widow,’ with Muriel An- 
week’s engagement | 
Top is $2.75. 
Sunday matinee, and, with chairs 
put into the orchestra pit for one 
performance, turned in a practically 
capacity gross on the engagement es 
at $9.200, at $2.75 top. 
Current is a revival of “The Merry 
w, with Mu Angelus. | 


MUPiei 


‘Merry 
opens a 
Dec. 14 in the Cox. 








Ww 
ai 


‘The Pirate,’ Beck (2d week) (C- 
1,214; $3.85). First fall week regis- 
tered $23,000, capacity, and _ that THROW A POSEY TO 
mark probably will be exceeded ICR. < r . 
| when subscriptions are over next VICE-PRES. W ALLACE 
week who put that office into the 


Ken Murray’s ‘Blackouts of 1942’ at 
El Capitan. In 24th week show got 
$11,000. It’s still making profit at 
those figures but suffering along with 
rest of the town. 

‘Hey Rookie,’ Army entry at the 


that manager decided to withdraw 
Britisher after one week. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (159th 
week) (CD-1,062; $3.30). Comeback 
of run leader recently is surprising; 
has turned profit consistently since 





opening; topped $13,000 which was a| Belasco, was also affected in eighth 
decrease. | week, attracting mild $6,500. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Ritz (102nd| ‘Cry Havoc’ at Music Box in Holly- 
week) (CD-945; $1.65. Dropped to! wood pretty badly hurt though still 
$6,000 last, week; cast now on cut | profiting slightly at $4,000 in second 
salary; due to move to large Broad-| week. Light nut saves the show and 
way next week and should improve. | unless rationing damages further, 

‘Rosalinda,’ 44th St. (6th week) | will stick around. Show hasn't 
(O-1,325; $3.30). Very good attend- | caught on as expected following its 
ance continues with the gross around } sparkling little theatre run. 
$20,000: costly to operate but profit- Biltmore, downtown, opens Xmas 




















able i night with road show of ‘Chocolate 
‘Skin of Our Teeth,’ Plymouth (3d | Soldier.’ 

week) (CD-1,075; $3.85). Standeeés | cemmussme — . 

right along, although play arouses eee _ 








controversy as to its merit; $23,500. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (53d 
week) (R-1,519: $4.40). Off last week 
spurting during holiday week; 


after 
‘ . 

‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (24th | 
week) (R-991; $4..0). Matinees some- 
what affected, revue dipping for first 











me but still ver big at} 
qu 1 $32 000 

‘Stars on Ice,’ Center (21st week) | ff 
(R-3,000; $1.65). Getting ready for | 


tmas-period clean-up, with ex- | 


yn R: cia |i 
4h AtCAUsy 


Chri 
tra performances scheduled 
City spot; dropped to $24,000; still 


nientyv goo 





‘Strip for Action,’ National (10th | 
week) (C-1,162; $3.85). Has been | 
somewhat offish recently but turning 
an operating profit; Sunday per- | 
formances may help but again around 
$16,000 last week. 

‘The Pamask Cheek,’ Plymouth 
(7th week) (C-895; $3.30). Several 
capacity parties last week at full 
price credited with jumping gross 
to around claimed $i4,000 

(9th 
of 


‘The Eve of St. Mark,’ Cort 
week) (D-1,064; $3.30). One 
standouts of season’s product hold- | 
ing up to big money, with gross rate 
over $17,000. 


Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
c/o Varlety, Hollywood 























YORK 


AND 





posterity class. 
Wm. Morris 


‘The Sun Field,’ Biltmore (C-991: 
$3.30). Presented by Howard Lang: 
written by Milton Lazarus; based o 


Direction: 


me 











te 
“ 
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Newsprint Shortage in 19423 

Widespread changes in format and 
fn size of U. S. newspapers and 
magazines are likely during 1943 as a 
now under way 
to cut production of newsprint and 
oihei War Production 
Board has scheduled a meeting in 
Washington tomorrow (10) to study 


for reducing news- 


result of the move 


1 
papel iii 


metnoas use of 
prnt. 
Questionnaire now in 


tion seeking information from news- 


prepata- 


print mills regarding the type and 
quantity of pulp used by mills, pre- 


paratory to an allocation order. 

To date been no re- 
striction on consumption of 
print but there has been a restriction 
of production at source, In Canada 


there has 


news- 


n 


all newspapers and 
sent questionnaires 
information to the 
time Prices and Trade 


tah] 1 
estadlisn 


magazines were 
Nov, 28 to supply 
Canadian War- 
3oard in line 
with propos to quotas 
for publications 

U. S. and Canadian authorities are 
following similar lines in view of the 
American 


manufacturing ma- 


closely nked market. 


Many newsprint 
cuines in Canad: have 
operation for some time, due to man- 
power changeovers in the Dominion 
necessitated by wartime emergencies 
In addition to labor and power con- 
servation of chemicals has also been 
a factor. 


been out of 


Reynolds’ 5th Book 
Quentin Reynolds has just com- 
pleted his fifth volume on his war 
correspondent experiences, ‘Dieppe; 
Dress Rehearsal’ which Random 
House is rushing for January publi- 
cation. Like ‘The Wounded Don't 
Cry,’ this is also a French theme, 
his second on that country, the others 
dealing with his Collier’s 
in London, Russia and Libya 
The Russe book, ‘Only the Stars 
Are Neutral’ ld be 
copic to date; ‘Wour 


coverage 


hye ome 60,000 


led’ second 
best, 50.000 copies. ‘Stars’ is to be 
filmed by 20th Century-Fox, and 
Lamar Trotti is currently in New 
York huddling with Reynolds. Lat- 
ter did the prolog for the film, akin 
to the one he did for Walte: 


Wanger’s ‘Eagle Squadron, and 
Trotti will script it and produce it 
for Fox. ld 


Reynolds is remaining in 


N. Y. until after the holidays but 
will probably go over again for 


Collier’s when the second front on 


the European continent opens 
‘This Is Your America’ 
Literary Classics, Ine, is publishing 


a group of three books entitled ‘This 


I Y An ) t 
ri featu i \ ) 4 A 
have ippe ed A ( ews- 
papel a few 3 
Selection ein ide by G ion 
Simmor in R. L. Meyer i l 
by ap l of Columbia U1 I 
A I 
boo il | I 1 ) 
a ra e { ) 
+t} newspape r} 1 yf | 
irom nunare | papel ha 
been 1 é { 1 some {rar 1 
) na ( had thei: stuff 
accepted. Boo vill ied Jan. 1 
1943 
Andy Kell f Washit I Stal 
had two Sunday leads, one on ‘Thi 
Is the AY y nd he ther or 
G ) S K if 4 le i 
H. Allen Smith’s New One 
H. Alle S \’s 00!) L, 
ina Putty K i ra ) s@quel ) 
Lo Mat 1 I € P 
10! F'¢ pruary ] T . oo 
day. great ) ! 
Latter so 60.000 « r ) | 
is Lil LUtnO ' 
describes ‘Putty Knife Factory’ as ‘a 
sort of literary M Wligan stew 
Writer also doing a profile on 


William F. Carey, former president 
of the Madison Square Garden, now 
Sanitation Commissioner, for the 
Satevepost. Carey, Smith, ‘is 
the toughest millionaire in the world. 
He once threw James Oliver Cur- 
wood out of a Canadian construction 
camp—Curwood being, to him, just 
another mugg trying to snag an in- 
terview. A few years later he chased 
a New York guy out of his office 
when the fellow came to do a pro- 


file.’ 


Says 


Morehouse’s Cohan Biog 
Ward Morehouse, N. Y. Sun 





col- 


umnist, has been signed by J. B. Lip- | 


pincott Co. to write a biog of George 


M. Cohan. 
Book, scheduled for publication 
next autumn, is tentatively titled 


‘George M. Cohan: 50 Years in the 
American Theatre. Morehouse is 
planning to go to Chicago, Boston, 
Providence and other cities for ma- 


ralit 


terial relating to Cohan and has been 
fYered the cooperation of many of 
the latter’s friends and former asso- 


| 
} 
} 


ciate 
Morehouse authored ‘Gentlemen of 
the Press, ‘45 Minutes Past Eight,’ 
‘American Reveille’ and other books 
! 


and plays 


Abroad 
been 
(Bigtown 


Press, is 


Bob 
Bob Musel, 
New York column 


ley) for United 


Musel 
who's doing a 


Med- 


going 


abroad with awpovrmg-assignment. His + 


column will be dropped for the 
duration. He's on the N. Y. World 


+. : 
T elegram 


Associated Press also jugged its 
Broadway column recently. It felt, 
as UP does, that the hinterlands are 


interested in the trivia of 
hter days. George Tucker, who | 
did the AP pillar, is in Cairo now. 


no longer 


Plot Vs. Axis—Via Fiction 
Ed Braden, 


pulp agent, and Leo 


Margulies, ed Thrill Pubs, get pub- 
licity with letters in N. Y. Herald 
Tribune on how they help writers 


help war effort, and plots will aid in 
il the Japs and Hitler. 
John Wilstach signs contract with 
American Astrology mag for yarns 
with astral hook-ups. Mag gets ex- 
clusive use of star material from 
who cannot write | 
astrology pubs, but are | 
good rates. Paul G. 
points in current no. 
before Pearl Har- 
within a day of it. 
time astrology is en- 
greatest popularity. 


certain writers 


for other 
favored by 
Clancy, ed, 
how predictions 
por came to 
At present 
joying its 
> 


tobert Carse's new book, ‘There 
Go the Ships,’ in Sat. Eve. Post 
i! now published by Wm. Mor- | 
row features him as ‘able bodied 
e: and in book ad as ‘able |} 
eaman.’ About his trip to Mur- 
mansk. As a matter of fact Carse 

suthor of four novels, and wrote | 
Y ! rv r pulps as pop 
free lancer the last ten years. Her- 
iid Tribune was fooled in review, 
t k Ving he was a professional 
vrit 

Lollie Renews With Hearst 

Louella Parsons returns to the 

Coas from New York tomorrow 


While east she 


signed 


three-year pact with King 
Featu Syndicate Starting in 
January, it will mark the beginning 
rf é 21 year with the William 
Randolph He t organization. 
Miss Pat ind Mae Tinee, of 
the Chicago Tribune, are believed to 
ive the longest service records of 
i I > m writers in the coun- 
r oth started 1913, Miss 
Parsor Ol the Chicago Record- 
ie ild, hich Ls pi senily the 
He Herald - Examine When 
Heat tool over Arthur Brisbane 
M P so! contending that 
I fal $y 1 1 
r 1 nent. Lo é 
N Y. Morn 
4 ) Oo Heal 
t ) n 19? 
Fete Scully on Coast 
Frank Scully, banqueted recently 
n Los Angeles on the occasion of the 
10t inniversary of the publication 
of his long-range ‘Fun in Bed’ series 


(Simon and Schuster), has expressed 


1 desire to do a ‘Fun in Bed for 


Service Men,’ the whole job to be 
lone Ira by author, publisher, 
paper salesmen, wood- 

Scully is a little doubtful, however. 

i he'd ret if ucn a 

é } oft 1 Dp fit 

J ) De ) Lor he 

i l Bed books ire ) n the 
ix figures, with the original volume 
now in its 25th edition. ‘The royal- 
tic are keeping the doctors off 


relief,” Scully told his well-wishers. 


N.Y. Telegraph Employees Vote Guild 

New York Morning Telegraph ein- 
ployees have voted 85 to 15 for a 
Newspaper Guild shop, with all ex- 
cept those having power to employ 
participating in the recent balloting. 
Negotiations for an initial contract 
between the Triangle Publications, 
sheet’s management, and the Morn- 
ing Telegraph-Racing Form Unit of 
the Newspaper Guild of New York, 
| is now pending 

Contract proposals include a Guild 
shop, eight-hour day, five-day week, 
overtime pay, no pay cuts, graduated 


increases, holidays, severance pay 
j;and death benefits, vacations with 


| pay, sick leave with pay, war service 
| clause and other conditions prevail- 

ing in contracts on New York dailies. 
{| Demands set forth minimum wage 
| of $90 a week for handicappers, with 


| more than 15 years, died Dec 


;}and for 54 years a 


other minimums ranging from $21 
for copy boys to $70 for editors, copy 
readers and rewrite men. 


LITERATI OBITS 
Frank J. Blake, 51, former Santa 
Clara, Calif., newspaper publisher, 


| died Dee. 1 at his Santa Clara home. 


Henry H. Fast, 72, editor and pub- 
lisher of Kerman (Calif.) News for 


long illness. 

Clarence Roberts, 52 
Oklahoma Farmer Stockman, 
Dec. 4 in Oklahoma City. 


editor of the 


Edgar E. Bergmann, 49, controller | 
of Macfadden Publications, Inc., died | 
native of | 
critic | 


Dec. 4 in New York. A 
San- Francisco, he was drama 
for The Call-Builetin for a 
time. 

Michae! E. 
Scranton’s newspape! 
4 in Scranton, Pa. 


short 


Sanders, 84, dean of 
men, died Dec 


Louis Antoville, 69, one of the 
founders of The Jewish Daily For- 
ward, died Nov. 30 in New York. 


Frank H. Stanyan, 80, assistant 
Sunday editor of The Boston Globe 
member of that 
paper’s editorial staff, died Dec, 2 
in Arlington, Mass 

James A. Toomey, 66, former edi- 
torial writer for the N. Y. American 
and more recently professor of law 

(Continued on page 55) 


Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 9-19) 


‘Angel Street’ (2d Co.)—Plymouth, 


Boston (9-12): Court Square, Spring- | 
| field, 
torium, Hartford (16); Metropolitan, | 


Mass. (14-15): Bushnell Audi- 


Providence (17). 


‘Arsenic and Oid Lace’ (lst Co.)— | 


Pittsburgh (9-12); Colonial, 
(14-19). 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
Lafayette, Detroit (9-19). 
‘Blackouts of 1942’ (vaude) — El 
Capitan, Hollywood (9-19). 


(Ist Co.)—Sel yn, 


Nixon, 
Boston 
(3d Co.)— 


‘Claudia’ Chi- 


cago (9-19) 
‘Corn Is Green’ Metropolitan, 
Seattle (9-12): Mayfair, Portland 
Ore. (14-17) 

‘Cry Havoc’—M Cc 


wood (9-12). 


Box, Holly- 


National 
s, Baltimore 


‘Doughgirls’ (tryout) 
Washington (9-12); Ford’ 
(14-19). 
‘Firefly’ 
ton (9-19). 
Path’ § (tryout)- 
(17-19) 
and Sullivan 
(9-12). 


(tryout) — Majestic, Bos- 
Shubert, 


(premiere) 


‘Flare 
New Haven 
Gilbert 
Philadelphia 
‘Good Night Ladies’ - 

Chicago (9-19) 


‘Her First Murder’ (tryout) 


Locust, 


Blackstone, 


Bijou, 


Knoxville, Tenn. (9); Erlanger, At- 
lanta (10-11); Temple, Birmingham 
12); Municipal Auditorium, New 


Orleans (14-15); Municipal Auditori- 
Robinson, Au- 
(17); Auditori- 


um, Chreveport (16): 


rium, Little Rock 
Viem phi 


in (18-19 

‘Hey, Rookie’ (tryout) Belasco 
Los Angele 9-19) 

‘Junior Miss’ (2d Co.)—Harris, Chi- 
CaZzo (9-19) 

‘Junior Miss’ (3d Co.) — Wilbur, | 
Boston (9-19). 

‘Lady in the Dark’—Cas Detroit 
(9-19), 

‘Life with Father’ (2d Co.)—| 
Hanna, Cleveland (9-19). 

‘Maid in the Ozarks’—Great 
Northern, Chicago (9-19). 

‘Merry Widow’—Davidson, Miail- 
waukee (9-12); Cox, Cleveland 
14-19), 

‘Porgy and Bess’—Studebaker, 
“hi go (9-19). 

‘Priorities of 1942’ aude)~uoBEa 
la er, Chit ) 9-19) 

‘Russian Peopie (tryoultj—Na- 
tional Washington (14-19) (pre 


miere ), 
‘Something for the Boys’ (tryout) 


Shubert,  Bosto (14-19) (pre- 
miere). 

‘Spring Again’—Erlanger, Buffalo 
(9-12): Nixon, Pittsburgh (14-19). 

‘Student Prince’—Curran, San 
Francisco (9-19). 

‘This Is The Army’—Taft Audi- 
torium, Cincinnati (9-12); Munici- 
'pal Auditorium, St. Louis (14-19). 


‘Three Curtains’ (tryout)—Walnut, 


| Philadelphia (9-12); Court Square, 
| Springfield, Mass. (16); Erlanger, 


| Buffalo (17-19). 


| ‘Three Sisters’ (tryout)—Ford’s 
Baltimore (9-12); Forrest, Philadel- 
phia (14-19), 

| ‘Tobacco Road’—American, St. 


| Louis (14-19). 

| ‘Watch on the Rhine’—Colonial, 
| Akron, O. (9); Michigan, Lansing, 
|Mich. (11); Keith's, Grand Rapids 


| (12); Paramount, Toledo (14); Pal- 
j}ace, Flint, Mich. (15): State, Kala- 
| mazoo (16); Michigan, Jackson, 
Mich. (17). 


1 after | 


died 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘This Little Hand’—A. H. Woods. 

‘Dark Eyes’—Jed Harris. 

‘Sweet Charity’ (second showing) 
—Alfred Bloomingdale, Shuberts, 

‘New Shoes’—Leonard Sillman, 

‘Cry Havoc’—Lee Shubert, Harry 
Kaufman. 

‘Wife Takes a Child’—John €, Wil- 
son. 

‘Flare Path’—Gilbert Miller 

‘You'll See Stars’—David Cramer. 

‘The Russian People’ — Theatre 
Guild. 

‘Something For The Boys’—Michael 
Todd. 

‘Eve of St. 
| wrights. 


J. AUGUSTUS KEOGH, 
HIT BY AUTO, DIES 


J. Augustus Keogh, veteran legit 
actor and director, died Nov. 30 in 
Walnut Ridge, Ark., of injuries suf- 








Mark’ (road)—Play- 





fered when struck by an auto as 
/he walked along a roadway. He 
had been touring with the USO- 


Camp Shows unit of ‘The Male An- 
imal’ until he left the show two days 
before his death. Stapleton Kent, 
stage manager of the unit, is playing 
Keogh’s part pending the arrival of 
a replacement. 


Keogh, born in Dublin, Treland, 
began his stage career in England 
at 17. In 1916 he returned to Dublin 


as general manager and stage di- 
rector of the Abbey 
held the post for three years. He 
came to the U. S. in 1925 and made 
his American debut with Augustin 
Dunean in ‘Juno and the Paycock.’ 
| He also appeared with William Gil- 
lette, E. H. Sothern and Margaret 
Anglin. 

At ‘various times, in 
| his acting, Keogh was 
the Boston Repertory Theatre, the 
Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sci- 


addition to 


ences, and in 1936 he became the 
director of the Irish Repertory Play- 
ers of New York. Remains were 
brought back for burial in New 
York 

Cyril A. Keogh, a brother, sur- 
Vives. 














—— = a 
‘N H § 7 
ative Son 
Continued from page 49 — 


for the ‘Son’ managers, thereupon 
stated they would bear the red. 
Shubert was asked to explain the 
and was quoted saying, ‘I 
wanted to avoid trouble.” On Mon- 
after he admitted acting too 
hastily, he stated that he had been 
m sqitoted,’ but, upon being 
by Sam Zolotow, theatrical reporter 
of the N. Y. Times, which quoted the 
Shubert altered his 
quoted’ statement to indicate he was 
‘misunderstood.’ 


notice, 


aay, 


manager, 


League’s Statement 


The League gave out a statement 
to the effect that Shubert agreed to 
withdraw the closing notice follow- 
ing the protests of organizations and 
individuals. Sense of the 
was that 
should be so decided by due process 
of law, not voluntarily or because of 
| pressure, 

‘Son’ as a novel was a best seller 
by the colored writer, 


Wright, being dramatized by Paul 


‘ 
mis- | 
| Lederer. 


Theatre and | 
| he had 


director of | 


faced | 


meeting | 
if ‘Son’ is objectionable, it | 


Richard | 


| far this season 





| was 


| 


CASTING AGENTS SLOW 
PAYING EQUITY FEES 


Annual fee of $25 which Equity 
requires from legit casting agents 
due Dec. 1 but there was no 
rush to put the money on the line. 
Understood that eight agents sent 
checks, the majority of casters, 
among the 30 authorized to operaie 
by Equity, holdins back until their 


| association’s meetir.g tomorrow (10) 


in New York. Several listed agents 
are inactive for one reason or an- 


|other and it is possible that others 


iGreen, the subject dealing with the | 


Negro social problem. When it was 
originally produced at the St. James, 


N. Y., by Orson Welles and John 
Houseman last year, the play was 
ighly praised by some critics, and 


rain when 


yet the { 


first engagement is said to 


have ended $35,660 on the wrong side 
of the ledger. 

Leventhal has presented the play 
N. Y. neighborhoods, also on 
tour to some profit, and it is expected 
that, because of the present publicity, 
attendance will jump. Takings in 
the big Majestic were high at $10,000, 
| but business last week dropped un- 
der $6,000, loss said to have been 
over $1,200. 

Mayor LaGuardia has agreed to 
confer with theatre people this 
lafternoon (9) at City Hail to con- 
|sider a plan to prevent the ‘wrong 
|kind of censorship.’ National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Col- 
| ored People has sent word to the 
Mayor protesting the closing notice 
on ‘Son,’ Mayor replying: 

‘I get blamed for everything. It so 
happens I don’t know anything about 
the closing of ‘Native Son’ and don’t 
know the reason for it.’ 

Although on the taboo list of a re- 
ligious organization, there was no 
hint that License Commisisoner Paul 
Moss intended any action against the 
drama. 


in tne 





it returned ta Broadway, | 








may, bow out of the legit field. 

Equity has no specific deadline for 
the payment of agency fees, which 
have been opposed by most of the 
casters. Last year the coin was ten- 
dered in bulk by means of a check 
from the association, Equity declin- 
ing to accept and insisting that each 
agent pay individually. 


Schnebbe’s 7th Term 





As Treasurers Prez 
The 53rd annual meeting of the 
Treasurers Club will be held Sat- 


urday night (12) at the Edison ho- 
tel, New York. Officers for one year 
and six new members of the board 
to serve for two years will be voted 
on. 

Except for the directors, there is 
no opposition ticket. Allen J. 
Schnebbe will be president for the 
seventh consecutive term, although 
indicated a desire to step 
aside. Other officers: Irving L. En- 
gel, v.p.: Lep Solomon, treasurer; 
Thurber Wilkins, financial secretary, 
and Hugh J. McGauley, recording 
secretary. 

There are 12 candidates for the 
board. They are: Louis A. Berge, 
Arthur Feine, Jerome B. Flynn, Wal- 
ter C. Heyer, Richard Hopkins, Mur- 
ray Lang, Patrick F. Liddy, Harry J. 
Martin Walter G. O'Connor, Edgai 
S. Perry, Peter Specter and Howard 
Stehle 


Springfield,. Mass., 
Has Booking Trouble 


Springfield, Mass., Dec. 8. 

It’s either a legit feast or famine 
here, Forced to postpone ‘The Fire- 
fly’ for the third time, the Playgoers 
of Springfield had to move fast this 
week to promote two shows next 
week. Slated at the Court Square 
theatre Dec. 14-15 is the ‘Angel 
Street’ company headed by Ernest 
Cossart, Lynn Philips and Byron 
McGrath that has been playing at the 
Plymouth theatre, Boston. 

Right on the heels of ‘Angel’ the 
Playgoers will offer ‘Three Curtains,’ 
starring Gloria Swanson and Francis 
"he latter is produced and 
staged by Harold J. Kennedy, localite 
drama festival at the 
Auditorium here a few 

Three Curtains’ offers 
the one acters, ‘The Man of Destiny’ 
by George Bernard Shaw: ‘The Old 
Lady Shows Her Medals’ by James 
M. Barrie, and ‘Playgoers’ by Arthut 
Wing Pinero. 

Local Playgoers have hard 
hit by cancellations and have been 
able to offer only Boston Opera Co. 
in Gilbert and Sullivan shows thus 
‘Firefly’ starting late 
im Boston, extended its run. 


who ran a 
Trade School 


summers ago. 


been 


| Current London Shows 


London, Dee. 8 
‘Aren’t Men Beasts,’ Garrick. 
‘Belle of N. Y.’ Coliseum. 
‘Best Bib & Tucker,’ Palladium. 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ Duchess. 
‘Claudia,’ St. Martin’s. 
‘Dancing Years,’ Adelphia. 
‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Haymarket. 
‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ Majesty's. 
‘Flare Path,’ Apollo. 
‘Fine and Dandy,’ Saville. 
‘Full Swing,’ Palace. 
‘Get Load of This,’ Wales. 
‘Home and Beauty,’ Playhouse. — 
‘Importance Be Earnest,’ Phoenix. 
‘Let’s Face It,’ Hippodrome. 
‘Lilac Time,’ Stoll’s. 
‘Little Foxes,’ Piccadilly. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Savoy. 
‘Men in Shadow,’ Vaudeville. 
‘Mixed Relations,’ Ambassador. 
‘Morning Star,’ Globe. 
‘Murder Without Crime,’ Comedy 
‘Old Town Hall,’ Winter Garden. 
‘Quiet Week-End,’ Wyndham's. 
‘Wild Rose,’ Prince. ; 
‘Waltz Without End,’ Cambridge. 
‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Aldwych. 
‘Venus Comes Town,’ Whitehall. 
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Broadway 


Monty Woolley now making Sara- 
toga Springs his home. 

Don George, USO head in Hono- 
lulu, in N. Y. on a visit. 

Leon Schlesinger, producer of car- 
toons for Warners, is in town. 

Ike Weber home ill again and or- 
dered to rest for six months. 








Jack Cole also slated for the 
‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ Milton Berle show. | 

Danny Ahearn in second medical | 
corps, 4th platoon, Camp Pickett, 
Va. 

John Emery replaced Vincent 
Price in ‘Angel Street,’ Golden thea- 
tre. 

Morris Iushevitz of Local 306, Mo- 
tion Picture Operators, nursing sci- 
atica. 

Bunny Waters back to Hollywood 
for Paramount picture work in ‘Lady 
in the Dark.’ 

While Wallace Downey is readying 
for the Navy, Joe Sully of MCA is 
handling his acts. 

Gene Cavallero, of the Colony and 
the Monte Carlo, wants a name to 
hypo the latter nitery. 

Billy Goodheart, MCA v.p. taking 
his first vacation by fixing up his 
farm holdings in Illinois. 

Vincent Sardi, Jr., given surprise 
party at the Algonquin, Friday (4) 
night on eve of entering service. 

Satevepost next week spotlights 
Paul Draper as ‘18-Karat Hoofer,’ 
personality story by Irving Drutman. 

Cora LaRedd, former Cotton Club 
singer and later femme bandleader, 
now reported driving a taxi in Har- 
lem. 

Monte Proser recovering from his 


siege of intestinal trouble at Mt. 
Sinai; expected out in three-four 
weeks, 


Sam Levene arrives east the end 
of this week after completing a role 
for Warners in ‘Action in the North 
Atlantic.’ 

Roger Ferri, editor of the Dynamo, 
20th-Fox sales organ, is back at the 
office with a limp after being struck 
by a taxi. 

Michael Myerberg off to Florida, 
leaving general manager Ben Stein in 
charge of ‘The Skin of Our Teeth’ 
(Plymouth). 

Hal Horne, publicity-advertising 
director for 20th-Fox, returned to 
work Friday (4) after being bedded 
with a cold. 

George Jessel pounding on his 
autobiog, whieh publisher Bennett 
Cerf (Random House) wants rushed 
for Feb. publication. 

Louella Parsons, vacationing in 
N. Y., back to the Coast this week. 
Her husband, Doc Martin, is on ac- 
tive duty in Australia. 

William Mallard, former RKO v.p. 
and general counsel, has joined the 
law firm of Phillips, Nizer, Benja- 
min & Krim, film attorneys. 

Gaston Lauryssen. Belgian officer | 
in the last war, taking leave from | 
St. Regis hotel as managing director 
for captaincy in Marine Corps. 

Hawaiian songsmiths Charles King | 
and Alec Henderson (writer of 
‘Cockeyed Mayor’) in town from 
hulaland. Now in Govt. service. 

Although the Metro script is not 
yet ready, Harry James and his or- 
chestra are heading west to go on 





salary, per contract, at the studio. 
Fefe Ferry. all set to don khaki, 

won't be called after all. The 38- 

year order saved him. He’s out of | 


the Monte Carlo; plans play produc- | 
tion. 

Lena Horne, sepia songstress at 
the Savoy-Plaza, is a cafe anomaly 
in that her dinner business is rela- 
tively quiet, but supper e is 
terrif. 

Jack Diamond, Copacabana’s pub- 
licist, landed nifty six-page layout on 
the Copa beauts in the curr®nt Life, 
one of biggest nitery breaks from a 
pic mag. 

Bernard Sobol, who went from cel- 
luloid to Celanese Corp. of America, | 
back to special exploitation on UA’'s 
‘In Which We Serve,’ still retaining 
his Celanese post. 

Prime Minister Mackenzie King of 
Canada and President Carlos Arroyo 
Cel Rio of Ecuador were guests of 
G. S. Eyssell at the Music Hall dur- 
Ing the past week 

Chi publicist Jack Hess’ Xmas 
card, with a War Stamp, one of the 
best and most practical He mailed 
‘em early in order to stimulate simi- 
lar ideas in others. 

William Dozier, in charge of Par’s 
story and writer department on the 
Coast, arrived in town Monday (7) 
to see plays, confer with Par execu- 
tives, publishers and writers. 

Jimmy Durante here to see his 
nephew, Bobby Romano, off into the 
Army. While east he guested on! 
the Camel show (6) and returns to 
the Coast the end of the week. 

Adman Milton Blackstone also) 
doubling into defense work with his 
brother. Ex-MCA publicist Jack Lear 
also doing defense production in a 
factory partnership with a brother. 

New film editor for Liberty mag 
is Harriet Gould. who departs the 
Earle Ferris office for the post. Sis- 
ter of Joe Gould, former publicity 
head of United Artists’ eastern office. 

Maior Irving Somach, Medical 
Corps, commuting between his new 
Baltimore station and Broadway. 
Medico is one of Oscar Serlin’s 
theatrical backers and w.k. in show 
biz. 

Dave 


trad 


Kleckner. for years 





owner and operator of Dave's Blue 





| tre Co., 


| when auto ran off the road near Leb- 


| into shape nicely, 


Room, has been appointed manager 
of the Park Central Hotel's Coffee 
Shop, which has been renamed 
Dave’s Royal Room. 

Elliott McManus, who was a cor- 
poral in the State Guard, has been 
forced to withdraw due to necessity 
of covering exhibitor accounts at 
night. He’s a salesman in the 20th- 
Fox N. Y. exchange. 

Joseph I. Breen, head of the Hays 
office production code, has three} 
sons in the service, one now fighting | 
on Guadaleanal. A second son is with | 
the U. S. Marines and the third is an | 
Army instructor in Kentucky. 

Harris Ashburn and Virginia 
Browning (The Ashburns) who 
danced for more than a year at the 





Rainbow Grill were married in} 
Coral Gables, Fla., last week. He is 
now training there for army avia- 


tion. 


Jack Robbins’ boy, Buddy, in the 
music dept. with ‘This Is the Army,’ 
escorted the late Grace Vaughn, 
one of the Cocoanut Grove, Boston, 
fire victims while ‘Army’ played the} 
Hub. He and other soldier-actors , 
missed the Sat. nite tragedy by ex- 
traordinary luck, since the Grove. 
was their hangout. 

Robert, vet captain at Versailles, 
upped by Nick and Arnold _ to 


maitre d’hotel, since Alfred shifted 
to LaMartinique. Maitres, when 
they're established, really rate as 


assets, such as Charlie Journal, John 


Steinberg, Christo (now - selling 
Trommer’s beer), Ambrose at the 
Waldorf, Maraschino and a few 
others. 





St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Phil D’Rey, ventriloquist, ‘eadlin- 
ing floor show at Club Continental, 
Hotel Jefferson. 


Charley Goldman, operator of the 
Lyric and Senate here, taking the 
baths at Hot Springs. 

Frank Benenie, formerly of Iron- 
wood, Mich., new manager of the 
Wayne, Waynesville, Mo. 

The Little Theatre of St 
week teed off its 16th 
season with ‘The Old 
Her Medals.’ 

Joe Goldfab has relighted his 285- 
seater Gem, Upper Alton, Ill. as a 
week-end house. He also operated 
the Uptown, a 640-seater, in the same 
town. 

Stewart Cluster, who has been 
managing the Palace, Johnson City. 
Ill., for his father Robert, who heads 
a circuit of film houses in southern 
Illinois, now sporting khaki. 

F. L. Loew, head of the Star Thea- | 
which operates the Star, Leb-} 
anon, Mo., and several houses in Kan- 
sas, has moved his headquarters from 
Sterling, Kans., to Lebanon, Mo. 

Benj. Temborius, owner of the} 
Grand, Breese, Ill., escaped injury 





Louis last 
consecutive 
Lady Shows 


who was 
cuffere 
fered 


anon, Ill. Mrs. Temborius, 
riding with her husband 
cuts and bruises. 
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Night Club Reviews 
| 8! ; | 
Looms CONntinued from page 45 =! 
than overcome this by their dexter- 


ity on the blades, 

Standout in the show is Bette 
Wharton, a blonde eyeful. The gal 
has plenty of grace and despite the 


small space, brings salvos from the 
crowded dingmg room with her 
lightning spins and graceful glide 


She also is pleasing in a novelty jit- 
terbug routine on ice. 


Bobby Duffy and his partner, 
Claire Simone, likewise are plenty 
clicko with their ballroom routines 
On the blades. Miss Simone, a tiny 
dark-haired gal, registers neatly in| 
a solo ‘doll dance.’ 

The ‘Lambettes’ (Marvette Mosic, 
Vera Palmer. Mary Alice Lowery 
and Adele Henny) present a series of 
precision numbers attired in eye-fill- 
ing costumes. Miss Henny teams up 
with Miss Wharton in a baton-twirl- 


ing-number that’s colorful and plenty 
difficult 

Only weak spot in the show is the 
attempt at comedy essayed by Bobby} 
Hearn. He's a talented skater but 
his try at being funny falls short 
The show could use a good comedy | 
routine to round it out. Billy Mar-| 
shall acts as m.c. 

Marshall’s band, which _ started, 
here under the handicap of having | 
four key men drafted, is rounding 


The band accompanies the show | 
handily with Marshall and Betty 
Ann McCall doing a nice job on the} 
vocals. Latter was formerly with 


| Woody Herman and Charley Barnett. | 
; She’s lost none of her ability to sell, 


a song. Her voice, if anything, has| 
improved. 

Nina Korda is a holdover. She's 
become quite a fave with the Ben | 
Franklin’s patrons. The tall, brun- 


ette looker, knows how to deliver a} R 


tune. 
Rhea Louise (Mrs. Billy Marshal}) | 
fills in the lulls on the bandstand on | 
harp, vibraphone and celeste. 
Room was filled to capacity (500) 
when reviewed. Shall, i 


j}at auction 


} lina 


, Concert ana 


eridders 


Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





__ Alberto Belo signed by.Pampa for 
43 season. 

Warners opened new 
interior city of Tucuman. 


branch in 


Biggest turnout on retdra at Dia} 


del Cine (Day of the Cin®) outing. 

Pablo Cavallo bought Cine Guemes 
for 361,000 pes®s (over 
$9,000). 


Industry shocked by sudde# death | 
of young daughter of exhib JOaquin | 


Lauteret. 

Form commission to aid Casa de 
Descanso Gente de Teatro, actors’ 
rest home in Sierras de Cordoba. 

Miguel Montardit. wealthy Span- 
ish cinema owner, just arrived and 
expected ito buy into local exh /vition 
field. 

San Miguel started work on 
‘Eclipse de! Sol’ starring Likertad 


Lamarque and megged by Luis Sas- | 


lavsky. ; 
Ready release of Dante Quinterno’s 
‘Upa en Apuros’ (‘Upa on the Spot), 


‘first color cartoon ever made in 
Latin America. 

' Pepe Arias finished season at 
| Odeon. Did 252 performances of 


‘Ovideo’ but not as well with ‘Un 
Golpe de Viento.’ ' 
Mecha Ortiz signed by Lumiton 
for two in 43. Carlos Hugo Chris- 
iensen to meg one. Georges Rigaud 
signed for minimum of three. 


San Miguel opened new stage, 
largest in South America, Being 
used for ‘Los Hijos Artificiales, 
megged by Antonio Momplet. 

Carlos Borcosque finished ‘Un 


Nuevo Amanecer’ (‘A New Dgwn’) 
with Silvia Legrand. Will be, Te- 
leased this year at Monumente!. 
Studio Rio de la Plata shooting 
‘Pal otro Lado.’ Story by Enrique 
Rodriguez Johnson and directed by 


Jose Borh; Chilean actress Ana 
Gonzalez in lead. 
Side started work on ‘Los Hom- 


bres las Prefieren Viudas’ (‘Men pre- 
fer Widows’). directed by Gregorio 
Martinez Sierra and starring Cata- 
Barcena. 
program of San Miguel. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Betty Miller addition to 20th-Fox 
office staff. 

Alexander Paul 
for lecture. 

Three-nighter or 


Woolleott in St. 


Art 


!Palm Ballroom. 


Fletcher Henderson returning to 
Happy Hour Dec. 23. 

‘Watch on Rhine’ due at Lyceum 
here after first of year. 

Sol Malison of Independent Poster. 
father of seven-pound boy. 

Bill Sears, Jr., son of Orpheum 
manager, now in armed forces. 


University of Minnesota Playhouse } 


Wonderland.’ 
former Par sales- 


offering 
ln, A. 


‘Alice in 
Hummel, 


|man here, now a major in Army 


Ethel Shutta into Curly’s nitery 
her second engagement at this spot. 

Harry Hirsch, burlesque impre- 
sario, in Chicago to attend 
meeting. 

Art Anderson, Warner 
branch manager, in Chicago 
meeting. 
Horowitz and 


Brothers’ 
for 
sales 
Milstein in town foi 
Minneapolis Symphony 
orchestra appearances, 

Eddie Ruben named 
committtee u charge of 
Nations’ theatres collections 
territory. 

Dave C RKO exploiteer, ar- 
ranging jubilee celebration drive to 
honor L, E. Goldhammer, company’s 
district munager here. 

st. Paul high school 
received gold footballs on 
St. Paul Paramount stage through 
‘courtesy’ of Mickey Rooney, star of 
‘Yank at Eton,’ current film. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


chairman of 
United 
for this 


antor, 


«1 . 
aii- tal 


‘Bamb woked here Opens at 
the Pe Dec. 17 

Tommy Delbridge, assistant ma 
aver at the Penn, reclassified 1-A. 

Baritone Raymond Buechner is a 
new addition to the artists’ staff at 
KDKA 

Midnight benefit at Stanley netted 
nearly $3.000 for Variety ‘lub’s 
Canteen. 

Bert Saunders, old-time burley 


comedian, convalescing in hospital 
at Aspinwall. 

Esther Heller, of Yacht Club staff 
and sister of owner, hospitalized by 
auto injuries. 

Edward Hunt, Tech 
gave up teaching. berth at 
take role in ‘Lifeline.’ 

Bob McKenna, until recently m.c. 
of WWSW’s 1500 Club, has joined 
announcing staff at WCAE. 

Bill Beal backing Sigmund 
berg orchestra’s two concerts a 
Svria Mosque Christmas week-end. 

Freddy Castle, band leader, tak- 
ing a course in aerial ordnance at a 


drama grad, 
Penn to 


Rom- 


+ 


naval training station in Newport, 
= ? 

Tung Pin Soo, magi at William 
Penn, and his assistant celebrated | 
their first wedding anniversary last 
week. 

Ann Barrett. local singer who re- 
placed Betty Hutton in ‘Panama 


Hattie,’ reported secretly married to 
army private. 

Lt. Russell LaBelle, son of WB's 
personnel director, home from over- 
seas for a short visit. He's 
Air Force Ferry Command. 

Maurice 
Like It’ commercial has faded from 





Jarrett at 


circuit } 


WJAS. His ‘Tap Time’ on KDKA 
for same sponsor continues, 

Lige Brien, manager of 
Kenyon, copped $100 War 
from M-G for his exploitation job 
on ‘The Vanishing Virginian.’ 


WB's 


Capt. Joe Valentine. former U 
cameraman. and Lt. David Miller. 
|} ex-Metro director, here making 


} 


shots for ordnance department film 


San Francisco 


By Sherman Miller 


Edgar Kobak, executive v.p. of 
Blue Network, here conferring with 
KGO execs. 

Mrs. Dorothy Rankin has taken 
| over Woman’s Magazine of the Air 
; under name of Jane Lee, at KPO. 
| Margo Kennedy, of Warner Bros. 
| exchange, resigned to join husband 

in Arizona. He's in the air corps. 
| Michael Mann, son of Thomas 
Mann, German author, joined San 
| Francisco Symphony orchestra as a 
violinist this season. 

George P. Webster, who began 
career as thespian at old Baldwin 
theatre here 62 years ago, celebrates 
80th birthday Jan. 15. 

Virginia Mikulak, KGO continuity 
clerk, learned via news dispatches 
that her husband, Capt. Michael 
Mikulak, is with AEF in North 





; Africa as one of chief military cops, 


ee 


ashington 


Lex Carlin in from Philly is acting 
| treasurer at National theatre while 
Eddie Kellar undergoes a Mt. 
| checkup. 


with | 


Spitalny’s ‘Music As You | 


Bond | 


Hollywood 


Guy Kibbee east on a stage tour 

Deanna Durbin celebrated her 21st 
birthday. 

Jeanette MacDonald back fr an 
eastern tour. 

Gary Cooper back from hi. Broad- 
way vacation. 

June Havoc, film actress, divorced 
Donald S. Gibbs. 

Barry Fitzgerald, screen player, in 
the hospital with flu. 





Elissa Landi back in pictures for 
the first time in four years 
Gordon Richards, British actor, 


became an American citizen. 
Matty Fox and Ralph Austrian in 
town on official WPB business 
Florence Sherman divorced Harry 
Sherman, United Artists produce 
Norman Moray in town for con- 
ferences on short subjects at War- 


} ners, 





Tom Blaney of Warner Bros. con- 


day. Donned blue 


morning. 


Navy 
| District Commissioner John Rus- 
} 


Monday 


sell Young called in Washington 
showmen Monday (7) to map pre- 
Washington 


liminaries for 


I a4- | tact department worked up to Satur- 
Will be included in| P y 


celebra- | 


Alto 


take a 
bond 


rest 
selling 


Leon Errol ordered 
cure to recover from 
tours, 

Jean Wallace (Mrs. Franchot Tone) 
underwent successful appendicitis 
operation, 

Endre Bohem upped to story edi- 
torship of the short subject depart- 
ment at Metro. 

Walter Woolf King retired as an 
actor to become an associate in the 
Sam Jaffe agency. 

Harold Hopper returned to Wash- 
ington after Hollywood huddles for 
War Production Board. 

Mimi Chandler, daughter of Sen- 
ator Chandler of Kentucky, making 
film debut at Paramount. 

Dr. Corydon. M. Wassell resumed 
work at Paramount after°a tecture 
tour On behalf of Navy Relief. 

Osa Massen, in charge of Motion 
Picture Relief Fund's sale of Christ- 
mas cards, reports the entire stock of 
30,000 sold out. 

Freeman Gosden, Amos (and 
Andy), was appointed guardian of his 
two children to protect’ their 


| property interests. 


| tion of President’s birthday, Jan. 31. | 


Joe Heidt of N. Y. Theatre Guild, 
guest at Soviet Embassy. Stalin’s 
envoy, Litvinoff, is helping out on 
first performance of Konstantin 


Simonov’s play, ‘The Russian 
People.’ 

Loew's division manager Carter 
Barron told by the Navy Depart-! 


ment to rename ‘Cargo of Innocents’ 


(M-G’, pic with service background. 
| His suggestion of ‘Stand By For Ac- 
tion’ was accepted. 


: 

| Julius Stern, veteran of the film 
! 

| 


New 
honeymoon- 


industry, recently married in 
York to Edith Steiner, 
ing in Hollywood. 





Miami 


Connie Bennett and Robert Preston 


appeared on the War Bond Rally 
Show at Bayfront Park. 
Ben Grauer, NBC announcer. in 


town for Winchell-Jergen’s broadcast 


and right back to New York. 
Harry Richman back from _ the 
Mounds club in Cleveland and ap- 


pearing on the Navy Radio Show. 
Walter Winchell, now on active 


| duty as Lieut. Comdr. in the Navy, 


Warnerites from Hollywood here! 


last week included Jack Warner,; 
Charlie Einfeld, Whitney Bolton, 
Mort Blumenstock and Jake Wilk. 


! Latter looked over ‘Three Sisters’ as 








Bette Davis possibility. 
By Si Shaltz 
Powers Gouraud back at his old 


stint on WCAU after illness, 

Bucks County Playhouse shut up 
hop for the season at the Bellevue- 
Stratford Saturday night 

Sam Bushman, erstwhile 
flack, has been upped to 
sergeant at Air Corps base in 
homa City. 

Dick Olanoff, 


+a ft 
li, 


(5) 
nitery 


Okla- 


formerly of the 
Record sta joined WIP as as- 

tant to Joe McCaulley, pilot of 
tn ‘Dawn Patrol.’ 

Penny Davis, Club Bali rhumba 
instructress, is now teaching the 
Latin-brand of terps to service men 
at the JWB-USO canteen. 

Jerry Stone, former head of pub- 
licity at WDAS, graduated as sec- 
ond lieut. from Officers School at 
Fort Mar mouth last WeE k 

Radio row turned out en masse at 
Kugler’s Arcadia to farewell Mur- 
ray Arnold, WIP program director 
vho left for the Army Sat. (5) 
Manage! A 
prexy 
a farewell ainnel 
at Palumbo’s last night (Tues. ) 
Hoffman, executive assist 
Bamberger, head of 
unty Playhouse, lectured on 
theatres’ at Haverford Col 
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the economy wave 
started within the organization in 
early 1941 will be carried to the 
point where the Society will be able 
to operate on appreciably less than 
20°: 
is current ratio. 

When the ASCAP board meets to- 
morrow (Thursday) it will be asked 
to give its approval, a formality, to 


dicates that 


| Times theatre. 
on the collected dollar, which | chase of $25 security. 


| 


temporarily stationed at the duPont 
Building. 

Condos Bros. into Kitty Davis’ Air- 
liner from Olympia theatre for eight 


days before opening at the State, 
New York. 

| Milton Berle and his wife. the 
| eeseee Joyce Matthews, spending a 
| few days on the beach with Mrs. 
| Berle’s family 

Will Osborne orch opening at the 
| Frolics Danceland. Popular dance 
hall for service men goes into name 
j band policy, with Clyde Lucas to 


technical } 


follow. 

Eddie Cantor has 
Cross room for Mrs 
Home Secretary of the Red Cross, 
through the efforts of Yeo Billy 
Reed, former m.c. now at Air 
Station 

Mrs. Norman Kra tid, 

Frazee of the Frazee Sisters, 


furnished a Red 
Catherine Argo, 


man 
m Naval 
Ruth 


left for 


2 
1rormel 


to adopt a baby Norman Krasna 
here prods ing a picture tO the 
'Army on the Officer. Candidate 
School in Miami Beach. 


Chicago 


Aarean J. Jones, Sr.. seriously ill in 
a Miami hotel. 
Tom Gorman, RKO theatres dis- 


trict manager, ill. 

Fuel oil supply of local the ‘ 
has been cut to 67% 

Sammy Rauch, talent bocke for 
the Roxy, N. Y., in town looking fo 

Samuel Stoll, ex-Metro salesman 


n Kansas City, added to Paramount 


taff here. 


ale 


Alfred G. Rackett, James ¢ Pet- 
rillo’s assistant, is another on the 
ick list. Has been home six week 

Sammy Clark, ex-Warner exploi- 


tation man here, now publicity head 
of Jack Benny's film company, a 
Chi visitor, 

Jimmy Savage, of the Balaban & 
Katz publicity department, in the 
IVlinois Masonic hospital with an 
eye infection. 

WLS Barn Dance stars presented 
i program at war bond rally at the 
Admission by pur- 


Blue Network toasted Mrs. Lrene 
Shafer, selected as the typical Navy 
mother, at a Tavern Club luncheon 
for press and network execs. 

Opening night seats for ‘This Is 


the distribution of $1,200,000 for the | the Army’ at the Civic Opera House 


final quarter of 1942. 


This is but! are all sold at $11 each. Show opens 


two-week -engagement Jan. 4. 


Amusement and Recreation Divi- 


sion of the Chicago Commission on 


{$38,000 under the all-time record 
divvy for any one quarter. As is) 
customary, the checks for the cur: 


'rent quarter will go out to writers 


j 


National Defense trying to arrange 
an amusement Industry luncheon 


|and publishers in ample time to g'v€ | honoring Irving Berlin when his 
them spending money for Christmas.) show plays here 


7 
’ 
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Aces (3) 

Alan Stone 

Gaines Ore 

Yvonettes 
College Ina 





Sammy Weston 


Lynn Crawford 
Sunny Rae 
| Viola Klaiss 
De Gorgne Cafe 
Violet Christian 
Joe Heinsley 
Billy McKee 
Gems (3) 
Di Pintos 
| Stanley Evans 
| Lewis & Van 
| Eddie Blum 
| Eadie Lang 
| Kaye & Grey 
Margie Winters 
Pedro Blanco Ore 
Embassy 
Dolores King 
Bourbon & Baine 
Embassyephs 
Bernice Wayne 
Erick Rhumba Ore 
Peggy Kraft 
Geo Clifford 
Pat Sherlin Ore 
Germantown Bar 
Sam Price 
4 Elues 
(H Walton Roof) 
Rose Gallo 
Henny Youngman 
Senor Wences 
Lorene Rhoda 
Bubbles Shelby 
Ruth Clayton 
Paul Sydell 
W halens 
Lhe Girardos 
Glamour Gls 
Eddie De Luca Ore 


Caney Rhumba Ore 


\ Frai ye, singer-pianist, died in 
N Dec. 5. 
* TUARIES 
O g Mother u Martin G. Smith, To- 
io, O., cirvyit owner and president | 
x the ITO oi Unio, died Nov. 19 
WILLIAM | | Dublin, Ireland, and late ——- 
William Rose, 3 leader,| of the Irish Reperto Fr aa 
pianist and radio e died | New York, 4 VeCclsio! reserved On 
Dec. 4 in Burlington p. He|R P ° 
was stricken withac uemor- | s NN. ycreeno Test Suit aoe pean 8 
rhage day before as he was about } uaie ae- 
to go on duty at WACX, Burlington. | pai. ; ‘aes . 
Rose formerly ‘worked at Station Praag = heey Raw «i — 
WJSV. Washington; WOKO and JOHN R. NEFF aot v “i as —_ Boe: 
WABY, Albany; WDDM, St. Al-| John R. Neff, 48, newspaper man tempos rpm eas as commen Po- 
bans, Vt.; WMFF, Plattsburg, and at/}and playwright who with Will |jice ©, me yg Pao ' "ites 
stations in New York and Roches-| Morrissey, recently revived ‘The rnd fr cleat i Gan 
ter. He played with Herb Gordon's | Time, the Place and the Girl,’ died games “¥ ae reserved de- 
orch at the Hotel Ten Eyck, Al-| Dec. 1 in New York. Another of cision . ; 
bany, and at the Wardman Park ho-|his plays, ‘Not Only Vesuvius,’ was Seve . , of Chicago, on Fri- 
tel, Washington. He was also with] given last summer at the Hunter- dav (4 vn affidavits by ihe- 
Randolph Scram’s orch in 1931.|don Hills (N. J.) Playhouse. nae 4 iam 02 te alleged are 
Survived by widow, mother and Surviving are a son and mother. | threa po te B Peery 
premier. at feo and n of Screeno appara- 
sonia de . MICHAEL KEARNEY tus | game was halted. 
Artk ig tg + eee ga —_— Michael J. Kearney, pioneer Me- = 7 
rinur arris, 06, C our . N. Y. : ietur xhibitor, 
Dancing Harris Brothers, vaude at died’ at hi Soar a tie Dec. 4. RRIAGES 
for 17 naa died Nov. 29 in Youngs- | He opened the Scenic theatre He dder to Lloyd Krause, 
town, O. after a five-months ill | nearly 40 years ago and operated in § dy, N. Y., Nov. 26. As 
ness. of heart trouble. With his | i¢ for some 20 years, selling out to | Dia tman, she broadcasts 
brothers Frank, George, and Victor, | sidney Allen, operator of the Allen! hou ind women’s programs 
he toured as a song and dance team | theatre. Allen closed the Scenic a| ove Schenectady. 
before World War I. The act Was | few years later. | § ia LaBelle ‘o Lt. Gordon 
broken up when Victor enlisted in | : ct L. in Washington, Nov. 26. 
gli wad lll Aca continued MARSHALL W. GISELMAN | Bi Army nurse, is the daugh- 
+ +..1 Marshall W. Giselman, 59, concert | *€ ‘red LaBelle, personnel di 
Y Y B sburgh, and 
e Watts, the 
griculture. 
Al ib Sgt. David 


Youngstown; Frank of Youngstown, | 
and Victor, who lives in North 
Carolina. 


CHARLES A. ZIEBARTH 

Charles Alvin Ziebarth, 61, secre- 
tary of the Bell & Howell Company, 
Chicago, died Nov. 28 of a heart ail- 
ment at Wilmette, Illinois. 

He was a pioneer in the motion 
picture equipment field, having been | 
superintendent of the American 
Film Company when it was organ- 
ized in Chicago 35 years ago. He 
joined the Bell & Howell Co. in 1918 
and was works manager as well as 
secretary. Survived by his widow 
and two Burial in Evanston, | 
Ill. 





sons. 


OLLIE NORTHLANE 
Ollie Northlane (Riano), retired 
actress of musical comedy and vaude- 
ville, died Nov. 24, in New York. 
During the last war she entertained 
the soldiers overseas and then re- 


Folies Bergeres, Paris. 
tirement, 10 years ago, she ap- 
peared in vaude with her husband | 
as Riano & Northlane. 

Surviving are a husband, daugh- | 
ter, and two granddaughters. 


Until her re- 





Sistel 
ALBERT CHOTINER 

Albert H. Chotiner, 60, retired film 

theatre , Dec 4 

Hills follow- 


chain operator, died 
at his home in Beverl: 
ing a lingering illne 

Moving from Dayton, O., to Lo 
Angele n 19123. Chotiner 


the cigar 


gave upd 
business 


business, 


manufacturing 
and went into show pio- 
film 
ifornia. He 
ve, through 


neering in the construction of 
theatres in Southern Cal 


had 


for several years 


beer illne 





MAX RUDNICK 
Max Rudnick, 46, 
ducer and former operator of the 
Eltinge theatre for many years 
Dec. 4. in Ni York 
He began hi theatrical career as 
the owner of film houses in Brook- 
lyn and later produced ‘Folies Ber- 


ex-burley 


died 


gere’ at Coney Island. At the time 
of his death he had been operating 
hote! ! Bridgenort Conn and 
Norfolk, Va. Surviving are a widow 
son, four brothers and two sister 


JUDGE VAN VECHTEN VEEDER 


Former Federal Judge Van Vech- 
ten Veeder, who died in New York, 
Dec. 4, was chairman of the Appeal 


Board of the American Arbitration 
Assn. which decided case on appeal 
brought by exhibitors under the con- 
sent decree. He was 75. 
Deceased leaves a 


widow, son, 
daughter and brother. 
(Details in Film Section.) 
THOMAS MILLER 
Thomas Miller, 70, veteran dra- 
matic actor, died Dec. 6 in Los An-| 
geles. 
He was identified with the old 


Morosco Stock Company on the 
Coast for many years and also ap- 
st on the stage with Ethel 
arrymore and others. For years he 
operated a dramatic school in Bos- 
ton and more recently appeared in 
‘The Drunkard’ in Los Angeles. 


J. AUGUSTUS KEOGH 
J. Augustus Keogh, actor and pro- 
ducer with the Abbey Theatre in 


pro- | 


A native of Frisco and son of 
Baron Von Giselman, he once taught 
at the London Academy of Music. 





HUGH HOFFMAN 

Hugh Hoffman, 63, one of the early 
film writers on the Coast, died Dec. 
5 in Hollywood. 

He was a film reviewer in the East 
before going to the Coast, where for 
years he was story advisor to Carl 
Laemmle at Universal. 





HAROLD CHAMBERLAIN 
Harold Chamberlain, 48, former 


vaudevillian, died Dec, 2 at Muske- 
gon, Michigan, after year’s illness. 
| Played under the name of Cham- 


berlain and Earle 
Widow, Vivian Earle, survives. 


ALFRED F. ZANETTI 
Alfred F. Zanetti, 55, leading tenor 
of the Springfield Opera Co., died 
Dec. 3 in Springfield, Mass. 
A native of Italy, where he studied 
voice, he sang leads in Springfield 
for the past 10 years. 


PAUL SPARKS 
Paul Sparks, 33, casting director 


at Columbia studio for five years, 
died Dec. 4 in Monrovia, Cal., 
lowing long siege of lung trouble 


g lon 
Donna 


f-~7 
1U1i- 


widow, 


actress. 


Surviving is his 
May Roberts, screen 
MARGO MERRIAM 

Wiargot Case Hale. oi, former 
Broadway actress known as Margo 
Merriam, died in Bei Calif., 
Dec. 3 

She 


F. Hale, a theatrical mat n 


LT 


keley, 


retired after marrying John 
1915. 


F. W. SHAVER 
Shaver, 65, 
operator cf several film 
in central and western Illin 
at the home of his son, Bissell Sha- 
ver in Henry, Ill. 

Death toliowed a heart attack. His 


home was in Kewanee, Ill. 


F. W. 


and 


former owner 


houses 


HOWARD GUY 


Howard Guy, Mansfield, O 

I Who dled in the Bosto Cocoa- 
ut Grove fire i uried in Tiff 
cs. Dec. 4. 

Ly > , » + y « 

Mis pat ei Ad VANE 


GERARD GUSTAVE LAUREYNS 
Gerard Gustave 
{former associate of 


| Thurston 


Laureyns, 76 
Houdini and 


and a life member of the 


Society of American Magicians, died 
in East Orange, N, J., Dec. 2. 
JESSE F. BURKETT 
Jesse F. Burkett, 55, former mo- 


ville, O., Nov. 28. 
His wife and daughter survive. 





CHARLES LLOYD 
Charles Lloyd, 62, program direc- 


| tor of KLX, Oakland, Cal., for the | for Cooperative Theatres of Michi- | 


died of a heart attack 
Survived by widow. 


| last 1& years, 
recently. 


of William Scotti, orchestra 
died in Hempstead, L. I., Dec. 5. 


studio electrician, died 
Hollywood after a long illness. 





ois, died | 


tion picture operator, died in Betts- 


Frank Clayton Walker, 71, pioneer | Dec. 4. Father is on 
Dec. 3 in 


Mitzi Silverman, 27, sister of 


Leiton, in ritisuuign, NOV. 28. He’s 
the son of Lou Lefton, PRC franchise 
holder in Pittsburgh and was con- 
nected with the exchange before his 
induction, 

Dorothy Dolorese Leonard, Sas- 
katoon, Sask., to Harold Reid 
| Francis, Regina, Sask., at Saskatoon, 
Nov. 28. He’s announcer with CJRM, 
' Regina. 

Jeanette Boppre to Frank J. Riley, 
!in Detroit, Nov. 23. 
| tary to assistant general manager of 
| WJR, Detroit. Groom is in the Coast 
Guard. 


Peggy Ann Kent Wilson to Lieut. | 
Nev., | 


|E. D. Moxley, in Las 
Dec. 4. Bride is the 
ithe late Sidney R. 


Vegas, 
daughter of 
Kent. It’s her 
fifth try. She divorced Don Wilson, 


| radio announcer, day before 
| Ruth Belmore to Claude Golden, 
| Dec. 12, in New York. Bride is 


daughter of Daisy Belmore, legit and 


film actress. He is former card 
| manipulator in vaude. 

Nadia Perova to Reginald Gar- 
| diner, Dec. 6, in Beverly Hills. Both | 


are in films. 


BIRTHS ~ 


Lieut. and Mrs. Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., daughter, Dec. 1, in New 
York Father is the screen star, 
now in the Navy. 


Mr. and Mrs. Benn Hall, son, Dec. 
1 in N. Y. He’s ad-pub director for 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce, book publish- 
ers; she’s Helen Morgan, mag writer 
and author. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irwin J. 
son, in Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 
t] Henrietta 


Littman, 
Mother is 


the former Rosenberg, of 


WCAE’s singing trio. the Sophisti- 
cated Ladies 

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Goat, son, Nov. 
18, in Des Moines, Iowa. Father is 


newscaster at WHO, Des Moines. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Aisner, son, 

in Hollywood, Dec. 2. Mother is the 

former French actress, Raphelia 


Aisner. Father is a fiim technical 
aqaviser 

Mr. and Mr:. Al Ruhfel, daughter, 
Dec. 1, in Toledo. Father is pro- 

{ n man at WSPD. Toledo 

Vir. and Myr Herman Lacey on. 
Nov ai Toled Fathe bass 
pla ye I Harley Bracht’ orch, 

Mr. and Mr Wayne Welch, 
laughter, Nov. 27, in Des Moines. 
Iowa Father is promotion and 
merchandising manag of stations 
KSO-KRNT, Des Moines. 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Swartz, son, 


|in Pittsburgh, Nov. 24. 
Pitt nitery owner. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Pearce, daughter, 
in Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. Father is on 
| staff of WWSW, Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Minsky, son, 


Father is a 


in Pittsburgh, Nov. 25. Father is 
with WB exchange in Pitt. 


| Mr. and Mrs. John Dembeck, son, | 
|in Detroit, Nov. 18. Father is booker | 


| 


| gan. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Carl Dozer, daugh- 
iter, in Pittsburgh, Dec. 4. Father 


Louis P. Scotti, 29, musician, son | is on WCAE staff and Pittsburgh 
leader, | Playhouse actor. 


Mr. and 
| daughter, 


Mrs. 
in Santa 


John Rothwell, 
Monica, Cal., 
Metro’s pub- 
licity staff. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Pete Saglembeni, 
daughter in N. Y., Dec. 7. Father is 
booker in Warners’ N. Y. exchange 


Bride is secre- | 


Kmar 

Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Bernardettes 

Pat Bernard 

Johnny Cahill 

Russ LaBeau 

Ruth Haney 

Ia Vodis 

Tony Bennett Ore 

Hotel Philadelphian 
Don Massey 

Betty Johnson 

Jon Arthurs 
Lexington Casino 





| Duke McHale 

| Marty Bohn 

| Jerri Marcella 

| Lee Bohn 

|} Box Baxter 
Ruth Martin 
silly Bock 


Ted Oliver Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Hilde Simmons 
Carney & Kress 

|} Edith Delaney 

| Josie Miller 

| Brown Sis 

| Ann Hloward 

| Victor Hugo’s Ore 

| Lou’s Chancellor Bar 

Cats & Fiddle 

Toni & Ear! 





Minstrel Tavern 
Ed McGoldrick 
Sally Ioy 
Joe Lanigan 
Anita Thoma 


Ginnie Loftus 


Bar 
KKenny Shaffer (3) 
| Bo Kon Buddies 

Murray's Rhythm 

Bar 

Fay Wray 

Dotty King 

Mary Love 


Sissy 
| Moravian 


Shirley Ames 
(Gene Marsha! 
Dotty King’s Ore 


Neil Dieghan’s 


Cla Rave Gls 


Serenaders 


rank \iurtha 

1¢0 Marchetti Ore 
Old Falls Tavern 
Ta H{tutchinson 
Pes Mia n 

Bill Hlayvs Ore 
Rut Hla 


Frank Patumbo’'s 
Don Renaldo (%) 
Heat Waves (3) 
iloria 


VA 
p> 
R 


( Mann 
la Cres 
astines (3) 


oy Davis 


PITTSBURGH 


Alpine Lodge 
W stoet Ore 
i) > VV ay 
rr 1 
Arlington Lodge 
Pa All oO 
Hel ] 1 
Balconader 
Ea > ‘ Ore 
Bill Green's 
Baror Elliott Ore 
Mat Ix 


| Babe Rhodes 

Bill Bickel 

Blue Ridge Inn 
| Lou Lucky Ore 

| Cornell Cooper 

| Boogie-Woogie Club 
| Cozy Harris 

| Maxie Simon 

| Dancing Buddy 
Boog Sherman 
Joey Brown 
Gladys Mason 
Harry Comorado 


Club Petite 
Jack Peck Ore 
| Molly Papile 


| Eddie Shaffner 
| Ralph Springer 
Colonial 
Spitalny Or 
Cork and Bottle 
Maples 
Eddle Peyton's 
Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 
51 Club 
| Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 
Linda Cotta 
I Rice 


Jimmy 


Nelson 





Sall, 





Hank Lawson 

Remington Gls (8) 

Don Angelino Ore 
Powelton Cafe 

Florenze 

Betty Burns 

Dolly Bruce 

Cy White 

Charlie Ray 

Joe Jorenelli 


Rendezvous 


Cookie Williams 
Wendell Mason 


Ritz Carlton 
Jos Stern Orc 


Roman Grille 
Lola Maffie 
Mario & Marina 
Harry Brooks 
Ralph Michaels 
Marty Devine Orch 

Sam’s Cafe 
Doc Smith 
Dorothy Brady 
Jean Martin 
Jack Hall 
Kings of Rhythm 


Mike Ray Ore 
Sciolla’s 
Joan Coray 


Al Fisher 

Sid Golden 

Marie LaTill 

Eddie Black 

Pussy DeCarmo 

Grace Hewson 

Gertie Taylor Ore 
Shang-Ri-La 

Olivera DeLuca 

Copelands 

Roberta, King & M 

Myra Jeanne 

Flo Neckerson 

Frances Wayne 

Ben Yost Co-Eds 

Joan Brandon 

Don Wharton Orch 

Sophisticates (3) 


Silver Lake Inp 
Mario & Maria 
Manta 


Col Geo Reed 
Alice Lucey 
Mickey Fomilant O 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Earle & Frances 
Sugar Lamont 
Kitty Hemling Ore 
Ruth Brewer 
Beatrice & Danny 
Agnes Willis 

Town Tavern 
Len Parker Ore 


Woody Mosher 
Sandra Lindell 
Lenny Ross 


Georgiana Lee 


Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 48 goa 











Nite Cours 
Ray Dunn 
Joey Klein 
Tiny Gorman 
Jerry Tagress 
rchard Inn 
Benny Burton Orc 
Oasis 
3 Aces 
Louise Hamilton 
Redd’s Cafe 
Rudy Paul Ore 
Tommy Meehan 
Patsy Faye 
Billie Valair 
Squirrel Coop 
Dothory Mason Bd 
Margo Price 
Ethel Mason 
2 Mohameds 
Snow Edmonds 
Trelon 
Joey Reynolds 
Freddy Rose 
Eddie Meyers 


Root & La Monte 
Jack McCarthy 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman 
Marion Colby 
Fernando & Fair 
Betty Annis Gis 


Ore 


Buddy Lester 
Sky-Vue 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Dick Ross 
Prof Jovel 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Star & Jackson 
Mark Lane 
3 Appletons 
Lyonettes 
Johnny Gallos 
Victory Lounge 
Victory 3 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Palace Hotel 
(Rose Room) 
Del Courtney Ore 
Sheila Peart 
St. Francis Hotel 
(Mural Room) 
George Olsen Ofe 
Mark Hopkins Hotel 
(Peacock Court) 
K Dunham Dners 
erbi Imes Ore 
He ! es Holmes Orc Renee & C Avers 
Sir Francis Drake | The Three D's 
fotel Henry & Girard 
(Persian Room) Ivan Fehnova Gls 
Chaney & Alvarez Roland Drayer's Or 
Hershey Martin Ore Richelleu Casino 
Bal Tabarin H' wood Sweater Gis 
Carla & Fernando Benito Moreno 
Hermanos Williams | Yeli Kriston 
Tito Guizar Pepita De Cordoba 
H Hughes Dners Hurtado Bros Ore 
Maddy Madsen Ore | Ruth Craven 
c at Billy Lyons 
ies agp a Geraldine Ross 
SOREN SSRTR! The Gunsetts 
Amarilla . 
Carlos Valadez 365 Club 
Enrique & Raquel Esquire Girls 





Blanca Escalante 

Eduardo 

Al Wallace Ore 
Flamingo 

The Vagabonds 

Geo Beatty 

Mary Gilbert 

White & Manning 

Flamingo Amorettes 

Don Ferrara Ore 


Lido Club 




















Hielen Jerrico 
69th St. Rathskeller | 
Lorraine King 
Jack Ryan 
Lamon & 

Marita 
Betty ¢ 


Baker 


‘ampbell 
Harry Adar Ore 
Swan Club 
Belle Baker 
Eddie Deland 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Harold Cromer 
Alice Purcell 
Brown Twins 
Trans Atlantic L’ge | 


Sally LaMar 
Richard Boch 
20th Century Club 


Ruth Steven 
4 Men of Rhythm 
Mike Pedacin 





| Don Howard 


| Nora Williams 


| 3 Tones 


Venice Grill 


Ernie McGee 





Mary Seville 

Don Nicholas Ore 

Weber's Hof Brav 
Camden 

Dan Murray 





ling out Axis pix- 


| , 
| Axing the Axis 


country, for instance, which wag 
host to between 20 and 25 Axis prop- 
aganda pix last year, theatres playing 
the product are subject to a heavy 
fine and immediate padlocking 

A major factor, however, in keep- 
particularly since 


the Allied capture of North Africa 
and Dakar—is the blockade. The 
Nazis and the Fascists just don’t 


have any physical means for getting 
in more than an intermittent supply 
of UFA newsreels and sporadic fea- 
tures. It is believed that virtually 
all that do arrive in Latin America 
come into Argentina via Spanish and 
Portuguese freighters. 

Aside from local laws and the 
blockade, the most effective method 
of eliminating Axis films is the co- 
operative plan worked out by the 


U. S. distributors and the State De- 
|partment, Board of Economic War- 
fare and Coordinator of Inter- 


American Affairs office. Together 


4t, aur the s haan ah! $n maka i vles 
tinéy nave peen abdie tO make it ciear 


| 
| " 

| Jack Raymond jto any exhib tempted to show an 
Sidneys (4) |Axis picture that forevermore he 
Dore I) } 
jules Fiucco’s Ore |C@an expect no U. S. product for his 
| Raths'r Eldoradians | house Inasmuch as there arent 
} Wilson's 1 “ ‘ 
Fite 7 ra enough Axis films to keep a theatre 
| ’ } 

Toe Houg! | playing them exclusively (those that 
Marior ong } . . no 

te ae oe do, as pointed out above, are not 
Gerard Ream | dependent upon their b.o.s), it means 
Carol Joyce 7. > « ‘ide + ar »whi h 
Geo Baquet Ore economk SuICiae to an exnib who 
Je Yorkers uses a verboten film 

Cath Berney Gls U. S. Boycott 

Yacht Club ; : . ; 

Rita Zane American companies, long before 


ell Ella 





| Reggie Van 


|} - (IID 40 ATTS) 


Anne Tall 
Harry Holly 
Victor Nelson Ore 


Nat Rudin 


} 
Eddie Krushinski 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
J nny Mitchell 
iia y Waiton 
Hotel Henry 


Dorothy Matthews 


msaquires 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 


| Hotel 7th Avenue 
|} Frank Andrini 
Argentinians 
| Wa) ne Klass | 
| Je si Whealey | 
} Ida lola 
| 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Marjorie Hyams 
Jerry Bleecker 
Bob Rohe * 
John Tatum 

Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 


Joy Lind 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 


Arthur Ravel Ore 
June Robbins 
Galente & Leonarda 
Tung Pin Soo 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
Lenox Gordon 
Deno Belli 
John Fritz 

Merry-Go-Round 
Howdy Baum Orc 
Lester Oman 
lioffman Sis 
Al Ferguson 

Music Bar 

Billy Yates (4) 
Charlotte Morris 
Lucille Maloney 
Dale Harkness 
Jim Malone: 








Alice Gerber 
New Hillcrest 
Marty Schramm Ors 


| for American f 


;tnis yeal 


'fact, last 
| house; 


| despite 


the war started, were called in by 


ithe Coordinator’s office and agreed 
|among themselves on the policy of 


not serving Axis 


product. 


houses showing 
Since the war, these the- 
atres are automatically put on the 
U. S. blacklist by the State Depart- 
ment and BEW, so that it is illegal 
j business 


rms to ao 


with them In addition all com- 


panies put clauses in their contracis 


aliowing tnem to imme 


i : : 
|diately abrogate the pact if the house 


plays the nixed pix. As a matter of 
year many Nazi 
didn't get Hollywood films 
contracts, American distribs 
being willing to face whatever law- 
suits the Axis-minded exhibs might 
bring. 


suspect 


With the U. S. and all Latin 
American nations continuing 10 
maintain diplomatic relations with 


Spain, films from that country have 
been a source of headaches. Spain’s 
dictator, Francisco Franco, is, of 
course, a Fascist and many films 
made in that country have a definite 
Hitlerian leaning. In fact, it appears 
very probable that Dr. Goebbels may 
well have one of his trusted lieuten- 
ants working on them. Most of Latin 
America has a more-than-senti- 
mental tie to Spain, so the pictures 
are welcome and provide a _ neat 
method for the Nazis to slip over 
their propaganda in the guise of 
someone else’s films. American dis- 
tribs, therefore, take the attitude 
that product from Spain is as equally 
out-of-bounds as that from Germar: 
Italy or Japan. 
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= Continued from page 4 
ears manager of the Circle and pre- {chain numbered 784, while the home 
\iously with Paramount- Publix, re- office has given up 142 and the ex- 


ported a 
ridge, Ky., Dec. 1 as a first lieuten- | 
ne pppoe he service corps. He 
to be stationed at Camp 
).. to mange post theatres. 

Shull, Indianapjolis Star 
iter, formerly photo edi- 


ant mn 
expects 
Perry, ( 
George 
feature wr 


tor with Associated Press in New 
Vork, on overseas assignment with 
owl. 

Daniel Penrod, tepublic salesman, 
Army, Fort Benning, Ga. 


Tom McKean, formerly with Vita- 
eraph here and son of Claude Mc- 
Kean, Vitagraph branch manager, 
promoted to first lieutenant at Camp 
Adair, Ore. 





Finkel to OTS 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 
Robert Finkel, an assistant di- 

rector at Republic at time of his 

induction several months ago, ap- 
pointed to officer’s candidate schoo] 

t Fort Monmouth, N. J. A graduate 


Bob 





of the Carnegie Tech drama sc=<ol, 
Finkel is the son of Bill Finkel, 
Southside exhibitor here. Before 
going with Rep, he was a writer, 
teaming with John Vlahos on sev- 
eral Mesquiteer scripts at Mono- 
gram. 

Harold (Buddy) Broudy, son of 


Dave Broudy, Stanley theatre mu- 
sician and for a long time conductor 
ef the: house orchestra there, pro- 
moted from lieutenant to captain at 
Fort Monroe, Va. He’s with coast 
artillery. 


Providence Pair in Navy 

Providence, Dec. 8. 

John Kane, assistant manager 
treasurer of RKO Albee here, 
the Navy, yeoman, second class. 
William Morton, publicity director 
of the RKO~-Albee for the past four 
in 


years, is now chief petty officer 
the Coast Guard. Mrs. Morton has 
taken 


over the Albee publicity post. 


Ozzie Ross In 

Seattle, Dec. 8. 
zzie Ross, most recently emcee at 
Capital, Portland, and before that 
at Oasis roadhouse, north of here, 
Army, at Fort Lewis. 
Hambleton on Active Duty 
Edward Hambleton, producer of 
e First Crocus’ on Broadway. is 
reported ‘somewhere the Pacifi 
lieutenant, j. g., Naval 





in 
with the 


Air Combat Intelligence, 
Commissioned into the Navy last 
June, Lieut. Hambleton staged re- 


vue at the Quonset, R. I., base during 


his training period. 





Denver’s Newest 
Denver, Dec. 8. 

\Ietro exchange losing ‘wo to the 

: ad forces, Claude Newell, check- 

pervisor, air Cc’ det. Frank 
Hale, tant booker, taking Navy 
€x s, but if he does not make the 
grade, will join the Army. 

J es O’Brien, manager the Chief, 
¢ ado Springs, Army. 

Richard Dekker, recently manager 
Victory here, Navy and gone to San 
Diego for training. 

Pitt's Newest 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 
Ellis Gusky, sax player’ with 


Maurice Spitalny orch, Army. 
Eddie Weitz, bandleader, Army. 
Miles McKelvey, operator at Etna, 
Army. 
James 


Wes 


Weyraucnh, son of Anthony 
h, of WP. exchange, Navy 

e Rubin, owner of Art Cinema, 
Army and transferred from Atlantic 


auc 


City to Lowrie Field, Colo. 

Tom Ray, of 20th-Fox exchange 
A} 

Elmer Guy Oglietti, Jr., son of 
Leechburg exhib, promoted to first 
eutenant in Air Corps at Barksdale 


Field, La. 

Max Silverman, manager of WB’s 
Squirrel Hill theatre, Army. He's a 
brother-in-law of Joe Hiller, agent. 


A. V. Wasson, of Playhouse board, 
commissioned a captain in 
Chemical Warfare service. 


Into Polish Army 

Detroii, Dec. 8. 
Stephan Maciurzynski, of Sta- 
t:on WJBK here, into the Polish 
Army as a lieutenant. He came 
this country originally in a goodwill 
exchange of students before Polar 





was blitzed and for several years 
has worked on forejgn language 
broadeasts at the station. He joined 
the Polish unit in Windsor, Ont. 


Over 1,500 WBites in Service 

Warner employees enlisting or in- 
ducted into the service went 
“©? mark during the past week 
Those f: the ci 


over 


om mpanys t 


duty at Camp Brecken- | 


| tor, 





changes 127. Number from the Bur- 
bank studio is 442, 


Coast Recruits 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Henry Brill, assistant film director, 
Coast Guard. 


Frank Pratt, sound technician, 
Army Signal Corps. 
William Wright, screen _ actor, 


Army. 

Freddie Bartholomew, 
Army Air Force. 

Fred J. Feldkamp, Hollywood edi- 
tor of Fawcett’s Spot mag, into U. S. 
Marines. 

Herbert R. Gelbspan, with Hal 
Roach studios in N. Y. prior to his 
induction into the Army last Febru- 
ary, has been commissioned a 2d. 
lieut. 

Curtis Mick, studio unit manager, 
Army. 

Irving Lippman, still photographer, 
Army. 

Leonard Murphy, casting director, 
Coast Guard. 

Armin Schaffer, cartoon animator, 
Army. 

Gene Moore, 
Signal Corps. 

A. C. Lyles. 


screen ac- 


studio press agent, 


| Army Air Force. 





and | 
into | 


Cecil Love, cameraman, Navy 
Al Frederickson, studio technician, 


Navy. 

John Tribby, ‘sound engineer, 
a-avy. 

Broderick Crawford, screen actor, 
Army. 

Guinn Williams, screen actor, 
Army. 

Perc Wostmore, studio makeup, | 
Army. 

Ed Thompson, theatre operator, | 
| Army Signal Corps. 

Erin La Bissoniere, screen ac- 
tress, .7AACS. 

Danny Cahn, film editor, Army 
Air Force. 

Irwin Nathan, film editor, Army 
Air Force. 

Edmond O’Brien, screen actor, 
army. 

Lucille Bush, film inspector, 
WAVES. 

Herman Robinson, studio tech- 
nician, Navy. 

Bob Perkins, exchange manager, 
Army Air Force. 

Angel Jiminez, cartoon anima- 
tor, Army. 

Merle Chamberlain, studio projec- 


| door 


nical adviser, Army. 

William B. Thomas, screen actor, | 
Army. 

Sidney Salkow, film director, 
Marine 

Bill Thompson, film cutter, Army 
Signal Corps. 

Franci Langton, studio story 
chiel, Army. 

Bob Scheutz, manager NBC re- 
cording division in Hollywood, in 
Navy. 

Gale Gordon, radio actor, Coast 
Guard. 

Page Gilman of ‘One Man's Fam- 
ily,” Army. 

George Groves, sound ngineer 
|Army Air Force. 


Army's | 


tionist, A 
Leo T: 

Army. 
Sergei 


my. 


Hy = ate 
iub, legit theatre 


mana: 
mana! 


Petschnikoff, studio tech- 


Ben Gutterman, assistant film pro- 

ducer, Army. 
Kyne Meade, 

Army Signal Corps. 


Earle McClintock, sound engineer 
Army Air Force. 
Francis Scheid, sound engineer, 


Army Air Force. 


Canadian Resorts Hit 
By Ban on Ski Trains 


Oitawa, Dec. 8. 


Although most of the Laurentian 
mountain resorts have decided to re- 
main open this season, government 
ban on ski trains is expected to 
spike business seriously. Laurentian 
resorts have prospered in recent 
years with special trains, planes 


and buses heading from all eastern 
Canadian cities, and even from Bos- 
ton and New York. 

Curb in bus trips beyond 50 miles 


also hurting. 


Circus Aerialist Hurt 


Chicago, Dec 

35, circus aerialist, 
was severely injured Sunday (29) 
when part of her rigging broke dur- 
ing a matinee performance at an in- 
circus in tiie Hammond Civic 


Viola Rooks, 


Centre, Hammond, Ind. She fell 25 
feet. 

More than 2.500 spectators wit- 
nessed the accident. Miss Rooks is 
uffering skull, arm and leg fractures 
ana int nal injuries. 


cameraman, Army | 


rer, ' 


studio cameraman, | 
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Miscast 


Washington, ] 
What’s wrong with 
ture 
Treasury Dept. 
displayed in motion 
theatre lobbies this mo 
furtherance of the War 
sales show a child 
legend, ‘Give us 
chance!’ Bene 
line, ‘Make 
free man.’ 
What’s wron 
is a girl, 


poste § 


wit 
little g 
ath is the 
sure ne gr 

g? The ‘little 
Linda Pete: 


NBROCK SU! 
ON ST. LOUIS 
RODEO 


St. Louis, De 
| Larry Sunbrock last week 





one 








AN 


Bd oa 





4 


sui‘ in the local Circuit Court: 
| ? s 

| Thomas N. Packs, wrestlin 
boxing promoter here, and 


Chief Joseph W. Morgan, asking f 
an accounting of funds in connect)" 
with the recent ‘Thrill Show afd 
Rodeo’ which netted the firen 
pension fund approximately §$ 


Sunbroc 10 failed to 
hand in the 10! 
tion of te show |} LUSeE 
whom Sunbrock pron 





‘similar shindigs in the East la 
| mer, nixed efforts Sunbrock 
to get in on the local show 


The Fire Chief  scotched 
'brock’s claims by assert 
Larry Sunbri 


saw him. I didn’t know what 
iments he had with Packs, b 
know his name isn't on a single 
tract we have with Packs « 
any of the that appeared ; 
rodeo.’ 


|« ouldn’t know 


acts 


pras Prelude to War’ 


114 Prints Will Make Sure Every Man in the Service 
Sees It 

















| Literati 








‘ 
Ss Continued from page 52 
at Georgetown University, 
|2 in Washington. 


died Dec. 


retired 
28 in 


Andrew M. Lawrence, 77, 
editor and publisher, died Noy. 
San Franc After Jeaving the 
San Francisco Examiner as man- 
aging editor. he subsequently 
lished for William R. Hears 


i 


iSCo, 


pub- 


t the 





Chicago American. Chicago Examiner 
and San Francisco Journal. 

Count Raoul de Roussy de Sales, 
46, w.k. French ccrrespondent in the 
United States and autho: of the re- 
cent best seller, ‘The Making of To- 
r.orrow, died Dec. 3 in New York 
He was anti-Vichy. 

M. E. Sanders, 84. de: of or] 
ing newspapermen in Pennsylvania 
at his retirement a ye: ago, died 
in a Scranton (‘Pa.) hospital Dec 4 
as the result of injurie ffered in 
a fall at his home a month ago. San- 
ders was retired on } 38 
!years with Scranton Time 

Charles 8S. orm 51, nev editol 
of the Springf eld Daily Ne int 
he retired last year, died in Spring- 
field, Ma Dec. 4. 


CHATTER 


Reported that one prominent N. 
Y. daily column may be sacrificed. 

Kay Campbell named fashion edi- 
tor of American Home, one of the 
Crowe mas 

S Fawcett ‘ 

b 7 ( ec r } ( 5 

e 

Le Angels ( 

ocal Sunday azine j esuit oO 

for eng vin 

Jack Malio: Managing editor of 
he Ch Oo Herald-American, l 
Los Ange for Hearst conference 

William Dwight. ma ne editor 
of the Holyoke (Mass.) Transcripi- 
Telegram, is on leave from the 
paper to act as assistant to the ad- 

linistrator of War Shipping 

Wi lliam R. Hearst paused in Los 
Angeles for ession with his gen- 
eral editori council before OV- 
ng to Mexico City for | winter 

esti ry Crocker preceded the 
entourage to the Mexic capital to 
nake arrangements for welcome and 

8) eiil 

Jim  Kilgallen’s gue column, 
pitch-hitting for Walter Winchell, 
| was one of the best to date, apart 
| from N. Y. Mirror editor Jack Lait’s. 
Latter has done several, but is in- 
viting guesters to fill in while WW 
is on USN duties Jim interviewed 
daughter Dorothy Kilgal! oO 
jto ya B 


+ aa ae 
—— ny 
| my shi Faste iob of motion picture dise- 
ensors ip jtribution was handed to Army Motion 
P cy é + J ow re 
—~e COMtinued from page 49 ——— 
| vere 114 } ints i of Lt “Col. 
carry it out.’ Then he dicate t i ! Cay ' e for the 
other shows on Broadway t|}Army\ ‘Pre r to War the 
receive attention of city offi ervice has 42 day »wv o make 
ind that he was working on a p | cert: t every n in training 
0 avoid obscenity and filth in ees the film. Prints in 161 form 
egitimate theatre.’ ; were sent to all units overses 
<= * pire?) ‘ " «} s why sple oy ll : * . 
Show circles are asking os Herk } Prelude to War has a commentary 
1e company manager ana Stage i recited by Wal er Hust n, though he 
manager, were singled out by Moss. inever appears. It covers the terri 
. i alh/) ais. \ Ae il ‘ iii 
vho made the complaint, and why | tory of the OWI feature, ‘The World 
he house management was — © lat War.’ but Col. Capra used march- 
<empt from -ne squawk. Lee Shu- jing feet as a symphony. gave tke 
ert is reputed to have had a one- eelave other Capra touches. which 
° A ’ } , te us a} SUL EIR DS, Wels 
‘ rect in ‘Wine’ alono wit , ; . 
iird interest in “Wine, along With make it dramatic and powerful. 
k and Max Liebman. Latier Covers the reasons why America is 


isn’t mentioned either in the com- 


nt. It’s stated that Shubert guar- 
eed the actors’ salaries with the 
erican Guild of Variety Artists. 


but he withdrew that guarantee 
shortly after ‘Wine’ became involved 
vith the courts. J. J. Shubert ob- 
ected ‘Wine,’ a burlesque-type per- 
formance, after he read the panning 
notices. 


When the case was first called 
Klein & Weinberger, the Shubert 
lawyers, acted for the defendants 
but withdrew. At the same time the 
Shuberts sought to get into the 

‘nding rent for the 
treats. teft hold- 
ng the he 
League 
support was uc. 

Todd \Yarned 

Michael Todd has queried Moss 
about his ‘Star and Garter,’ at the 
Music Box, which has stripper Gyp- 
y Rose Lee as a Jeading player. La- 
Guardia has said that Moss told 
Todd ‘that his show is dirty. That 
means he'll have to use some soap 
or dismfectant if he wants to stay 
in business. And I’m not fooling. He 


asked for it and now he knows it. 
‘Garter’ is a $4.40-top re but 
before it opened the show was re- 
ferred to as burlesque. When 
‘Wine’ was first proposed, Equity 
exhibited interest ause it threat 
ened to compete with ‘Garter,”w hich 
is recognized as legit, by playing 
iwice daily at $1.65 top for evenings. 
It was decided that AG V ‘A had juris- 
diction over ‘Wine, the stage- 
hands and musicians unions ruled it 


vue, 


bec t 


+ 
Lt 
» 


ye 


a legiter because it was booked into 
a legit house. 

Klein and Weinberger before 
walking out are quoted classifying 
other shows on Broadway which 
could be subject to complaint. Wein- 
berger is counse] for the Managerial 
League of N. Y. Theatres, from 


which Todd ned with 
comments. He objected to 
along with 

for tne 
Todd said, 
When asked to 


represent 


promptly resi 
caustic 
he 1ention of his sh 
other: by the counsel 


League whose members, 


Ow, 


+ 


hould be prove 
} 


now 


‘ted, 
expla come he 
ferk; Weinberger 
right to be retained by outside 
ents, but it was apparent that hi 
firm came into the case 
of the Shuberts 
Complaint by 
owed remarks by 
who 
that certain shows were 
those mentioned 
‘Strip For 
‘Native 
rs named do not 


in 


aid he had 


on 


fo)- 
Spell- 
of 
ob- 
being 
Action,’ 


Son.’ Man- 


Mo: S 
Arcl 


told an assem 


quickly 
ibishuy 
nan, blage 
cops 
jectionable, 
‘Wine.’ ‘Garter,’ 
‘By Jupiter’ and 
ients of the show 
believe their 


agen 


attractio: are sub- 
ct to ce} 
Show 


Closed Pronto 


contr 
Funt, the 
Herman 


for 
ie] 


ana 


condition 
Herk, Sami 


manager, 


$500 fine 


handed down 


one to three o! 
Sen 
; 


Dec. 17. 
‘ 


hag ig 


poth. tence 
advocated 
questioned 
up tO a 


Ar- 


has for years 
that are 
f morality 
ed by the Amer 
La Guardia talked 
Bert Lytell, Equity 


aid that uch a 


ican 


would rooavdDiy We rormuls 
v¥ 1S Fe) i }+ AOA 1y \ 
hot 


Defe 





no de- 
whether 


tion 


Salad 


to 


attorney ha: 

cision had been made as 
to appeal the ‘Wine’ convict 
explained that will probably depend 


fense 


ana 


on the sentences. Along Broadway 
here is a feeling that while fines 
may be meted out, possible jail 

av be <« er ler “al of 


in global war, and actually is 1€ lec- 


tures prepared by college professors 
turned into a moving scenario. Sol- 


went to sleep on the lectures, 
hence they visual! 


Army considers Lt.-Col. Capra did 


diers 


were madi 


a magnificent job in a one-hour feat- 
ure that soldiers will see on duty 
hour What Congress will think 
about it is another question. One of 
the committees on Capitol Hill is 
‘delving into the amount of money 
spent by the Army on motion pic- 
tures, er Capra’s appropriation is 
amon the things that will be 


iE 
ail 
nea. 


sca! Congress has complaints 
made by independent producers that 


\ 
H 


the military are spending money 
«ly on pictures and that an 

~ill show both Army 

luable film 


ree 
—_ 





! 
| 
j 
} 


| Film vavatcade 


Continued from page 4 


newsreels here, pictures taken on 
the Kokoda battlefront in New 
Guinea. It is without question the 
most realistic footage yet lensed to 
show the hardships of jungle war- 
fare “he constant tropical rains, 
supplies being brought up labori- 
ously by natives on foot, wounded 
being carried back on litters for 
days at a time....it’s all there. 
Sritish Excellent 
Totally different, but excellent 


propaganda is the British 
of Information’s ‘Listen to 
With-no dialog, it presents 
unds of wartime Brit- 
grain in the 
hoofery 
3ritish 
piece 
stana- 


overseas 
Ministry 
Britain.’ 
the various s« 
ain, from the 
to a a 
to a lunchtime concert 
Museum. It stands 
of true artistry from 


rustie of 
ime-and-dance 
in the 
out as @ 


every 


wind 


tional Film 
Board of Canada made two of the best 
taries and one 
mer are ‘Inside Fighting China’ 
and ‘Our Ru Ally’ ‘(both 
leased through United Artists in this 
country) and the I: ‘Quebec 
Path of Co The Chinese and 
Russian pictures effectively por 

e role of these two great nations 
the present anti-Axis st tle 
Quebec’ endeavors to take on vital- 

how the Naz's 
quickly turns into 
and a buttering of 
nadian population. 


a Polish Airman’ and 


Talhe 9 us ? ‘ 
John Grierson’s Na 


documen of the worst. 
Foi 
lan re- 
atte 

' +? 
iquest. 


ray 


p hy howing 
anada, but 

avelog 
he French-Ca 
he Diary of 
‘The 


Fighting French Navy,’ both 
made by the British Ministry of In- 
formation, are technicaily crude but 
interesting. The first is the story of 
Polish airmen in the RAF as re- 

tructed from the diary of a 
Polish pilot killed in action. ‘Figh 
Frenct Navy.” some ha dated 
} lor escape 1 boats 
» }0in the F nt Bren, UW c «of 
he B ii N 
What pri ed fre the prograz 
») be the most interesting film of 
e lot not completed in tim«e 
That was ‘Vitava,’ a film interpreta- 


tion of a symphonic 
ich Smetana, played by the Czecho- 
lovakia Philharmonic in Prague be- 
fore the war. It is a history of 
Czechoslovekia told by means of a 
symphony, with the visual film fitted 


to it. 


poem by Fried- 


Goodman Doubling 
Benny Goodman doesn't leave the 
New Yorker hotel, N. Y., until Jan. 
2, being replaced by Sonny Dunham 


on the 4th. 
Goodman from the 


where he 


will double 


Paramount theatre, N. Y., 


. : 
Dec. 30 to the hotel, for the 
N« Year's eve 

ee aoe eee ea ee ng ees * 
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Pr SUCCESSIVE 
ENGAGEMENT AT 


THE TRIANON BALtroom 
JUST COMPLETED 13 WEEK RUN 
RETURNING DEC. 25th 


LAWRENCE WEL 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA @ FEATURING JANE WALTON AND BILL KAYLOR 
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